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AGENDA 
 

N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION 
December 10, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 

1751 Varsity Drive 
NCWRC Conference Room, 5th Floor 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER - Chairman John Litton Clark 
 
This meeting is being recorded as a public record and is audio streaming live at 
www.ncwildlife.org. As a courtesy to others please turn off all cell phones during the 
meeting.  
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Commissioner Dean Proctor 
 
 
INVOCATION -   Commissioner Tommy Fonville  
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 
MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY - North Carolina General Statute 138A-15(e) mandates 
that the Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of 
interest and appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquire as to 
whether there is any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any 
matters coming before the Commission at this time.  It is the duty of each Commissioner who is 
aware of such personal conflict of interest or of an appearance of a conflict, to notify the Chair of 
the same. Chairman Clark 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/
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SWEAR IN COMMISSIONER MARK CRAIG – Margo Minkler, Notary Public – 
Enforcement Division 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 22, 2015 MINUTES  - Take action on the October 22, 2015 
Wildlife Resources Commission meeting minutes as written in the exhibit and distributed to 
members (EXHIBIT A) 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Financial Status Report - Receive a financial status report on the Wildlife Operating Fund and 
Wildlife Endowment Fund –   Lindsey Riddick, Budget Analyst (EXHIBIT B) 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Land Use and Access Committee Report – Tom Berry, Chair 
Boating Safety Committee Report – Ray Clifton, Chair 
Big Game Committee Report – Neal Hanks, Chair 
 
 
 

AGENCY SPOTLIGHT – Beyond Licensing - IT Initiatives for Customer Engagement and 
Staff Efficiency – CarolAnne Feehan, IT Business Analyst 

 
 
 
INLAND FISHERIES DIVISION 
 
Fisheries Update – Receive an update on the activities of the Inland Fisheries Division – Bob 
Curry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief 
 
 
 
 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
 
Wildlife Management Update – Receive an update on the activities of the Wildlife 
Management Division – Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief 
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LAND AND WATER ACCESS SECTION 
 
Land Acquisitions and Property Matters 
 
Phase I Land Acquisitions - Consider approval for staff to work with State Property Office and 
funding partners to develop acquisition plans for the following properties – Isaac Harrold, Lands 
Program Manager (EXHIBITS C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, C-5, C-6) 

• Collette Tract -  Carteret County 
• Lambb Lot 256 – Ashe County 
• Little Macedonia Tract – Brunswick County 
• Moorman Farms Tract – Washington County 
• Pontiac Plywood Tracts – Warren County 
• Tweed Tract – Buncombe County 

 
Phase II Land Acquisition, Haywood County - Consider final approval to proceed with 
acquisition of the Caldwell Tract in Haywood County – Isaac Harrold (EXHIBIT D) 
 
Easement Request, Scotland County - Consider a request from NC Department of 
Transportation for easements across a portion of Sandhills Game Land in Scotland County to 
facilitate a bridge improvement project – Isaac Harrold (EXHIBIT E) 
 
Easement Amendment Request, Polk County - Consider a request to amend an existing utility 
easement across a portion of Green River Game Land in Polk County for the purpose of 
specifically defining the easement width and location – Isaac Harrold (EXHIBIT F) 
 
 
WATER SAFETY RULEMAKING 
 
Notice of Text for Permanent Rulemaking (15A NCAC 10F .0347) – Consider 
recommendation to publish Notice of Text in the NC Register for a proposed no wake zone on a 
portion of Slocum Creek, requested by the City of Havelock in Craven County – Betsy Haywood, 
No Wake Zone Coordinator (EXHIBIT G-1)  
 
Fiscal Note - Consider approval of fiscal note for the City of Havelock no wake zone – Betsy 
Haywood (EXHIBIT G-2) 

 
 
 
COMMENTS BY CHAIRMAN – John Litton Clark 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Gordon Myers 
 
 
 
ADJOURN 



































Oct-14 Oct-15

Cash Balance July 1 17,507,785.09$      11,302,064.79$      

2014-2015 2015-2016

Appropriations Authorized Budget Actual % of Authorized Budget Actual % of 

Appropriations 11,362,948.00$         3,892,404.00$          34.26% 3,648,401.00$            

  Total 11,362,948.00$      3,892,404.00$        34.26% -$                        3,648,401.00$        

Receipts

License Receipts 18,048,339.00$         9,463,764.90$          52.44% 9,609,659.90$           

Vessel Receipts 11,310,037.00          3,343,730.00            29.56% 4,166,070.00            

Federal Funds 26,790,957.00          9,722,536.19            36.29% 9,486,851.00            

Publications 345,432.00               358,537.57               103.79% 323,992.04               

Professional Services 8,937,075.00            3,540,673.24            39.62% 3,158,978.45            

Agency Reimbursements 2,863,228.00            1,349,553.31            47.13% 688,059.48               

Other Receipts 1,154,621.00            741,953.09               64.26% 593,981.92               

  Total 69,449,689.00$      28,520,748.30$      41.07% -$                        28,027,592.79$      

 

Expenditures 

Administration 7,886,542.00$          2,868,648.00$          36.37% 3,030,490.13$           

Enforcement 20,691,706.00          6,948,874.24            33.58% 7,116,976.98            

Education 3,818,730.00            1,192,296.40            31.22% 1,688,710.99            

Inland Fisheries 10,379,044.00          3,238,142.13            31.20% 2,798,465.73            

Management 10,493,054.00          2,485,232.03            23.68% 2,221,897.92            

Engineering Services 18,636,587.00          9,731,956.84            52.22% 8,319,295.41            

Habitat Conservation -                          -                          295,034.90               

W/Life Fund Receipts 9,274,360.00            4,133,585.50            44.57% 3,535,069.90            

                        TOTAL  Total 81,180,023.00$      30,598,735.14$      37.69% -$                        29,005,941.96$      

Cash Balance October 31 19,322,202.25$      13,972,116.62$      

 

Summary and Analysis of Agency Operating Cash Balance - Code 14350, 24350, 24351 and 24352

NORTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION  Exhibit B
December 10, 2015
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October 2014 Octoberber 2015

Balance Oct 1 109,336,386.31$        114,897,425.59$       

    Plus:  Revenues from Sales 354,409.59                365,404.39                

              Return on Investment 642,685.70                409,781.99                

110,333,481.60          115,672,611.97         

    Less:  Transfers Out -                            -                           

Balance Oct 30 110,333,481.60$     115,672,611.97$     

Market Value 111,820,594.83$     114,333,306.93$     

ADULT Licenses 19,769,048.12$             -$                          -$                         -$                      

INFANT Licenses -                               10,229,392.34            -                           -                        

YOUTH Licenses -                               848,890.09                -                           -                        

Magazine Subscriptions 351,478.56                    -                            -                           -                        

Contributions - General 820,248.45                    -                            -                           -                        

Contributions - Diversity 971.10                          -                            -                           -                        

TOTAL 20,941,746.23$           11,078,282.43$       -$                         -$                     

  2015-16 Budgeted Obligated 2015-16 Transferred To Date

  Allocation of Endowment Interest - Sportsman Fund 5,095,858.00             To Sportsman Fund -                        

  Allocation of Endowment Interest - Magazine Fund 271,965.00                To Magazine Fund -                        

 To Capital Projects -                        

5,367,823.00$         -$                     

Non Expendable
Transferred to 

Operations

Transferred to 

Capital Projects

NORTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION

ENDOWMENT FUND YEAR-TO-DATE

Endowment Fund Interest

Sources of 

Interest 

Available

Expendable
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EXHIBIT C-1 
December 10, 2015 

 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 

-PHASE I:  INITIAL INVESTIGATION- 

 
WRC Staff Contact:  Tommy Hughes/Casey Phillips 

 

Date First Presented to WRC:  December 10, 2015 
 
Game Land:  Carteret County Game Land 
 
Tract Name:  Collette Tract 
 
PIN:  639803333970200 
  
Acreage:  24.93 acre 
 
County:  Carteret County 
 
Estimated Value: Tax value is $2,400.00 ($100/ac). The landowner is asking $ 1,000/ac but is willing to 
consider fair market value established by an appraisal. 
 
Property Owner or Representative:  Richard Collette 
 

Phone: 252-732-5376 
 

Email: NA 
 
Address:  1033 Hardesty Farm Road, Newport, NC 28570  
 
Status:  ☒ High Interest  ☐ Moderate Interest ☐ Low Interest  ☐ No Interest 
 
Grant Potential:  ☒ CWMTF    

☒ OTHER (explain):  Pittman Robertson Land Acquisition Grant, WRC  
 

Resources Assessment and Biological Benefits (brief):  This 24 acre tract shares approximately 0.45 
miles of boundary with the Saltworks tract of the Carteret County Game Land.  It is predominately high 
quality salt marsh, but has ~0.6 miles of sandy beach at the confluence of Core Creek and the Newport 
River.  The tract supports a WRC Wildlife Action Plan Priority habitat and will provide valuable habitat 
for reptiles, amphibians, waterfowl, shore and wading birds, and furbearers (see attached table).   
 
According to the NC Conservation Planning Tool, 88% of the acreage in this tract has a biodiversity 
index of 7 out of 10 (1- low-10 high values) and the remaining 12% has a value of 8 out of 10.  The 
Biodiversity/Wildlife Habitat Index prioritizes aquatic and terrestrial habitat, landscape function, and 
connectivity. 
 
 

mailto:ABauer@kushner.us


 

 

 

 

 

Additional Comments:  The greatest value of this tract to WRC is that it will allow a 254+ acre burn unit 
to be incorporated into our prescribed burning program without the establishment of a 0.5 mile long 
firebreak through high quality salt marsh.  This would more than double the acreage we can burn without 
plow lines on the Saltworks tract and make it logistically feasible to burn using aerial ignition, lowering 
our overall costs  
 
5- Year Estimated Stewardship Costs      

     

Description Quantity Unit  Unit/Cost   Total  

Roads, Gates and Trails 0 N/A N/A   $     0.00  

Prescribed Burning – yr. 1 and 4 24 ac  $         30.00   $   1,440.00  

     

    Total   $1,440.00  
 
No revenues are expected from this tract.     

     

 
Program Potential: ☒ Game Land (Carteret County) ☐ Wildlife Conservation Area 

   ☐ Fishing Access Area      ☐ None 
 
Potential Source(s) of Stewardship Funds (indicate federal:state match rates):  Pittman-Robertson 
Federal Assistance Grant (75% federal: 25% state) 
 
Relative Priority Evaluation Score (attach worksheet):   
 
Recommendation:  ☒ Pursue Acquisition ☐ Defer ☐ Do not Pursue Acquisition 
 
Map Attached:  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 
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WORKSHEET  

Relative Priority Evaluation for Conservation Lands 
  
Tract Name (Carteret County GL)  Collette Tract (Carteret County) 
     
Criterion    Score (1-5) 
    5=Excellent   1=Poor 
     
1. Augments existing protected lands by addressing an 

inholding or adjacent tract, provides key access,  
buffers or connects existing WRC-managed lands. 

 
 

5 
     
2. Represents good hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing,  

and other resource-based recreational opportunities. 
 

5 
     
3. No conflicting surrounding land uses.  5 
     
4. Serves as a wildlife corridor between areas already 

protected for conservation purposes and provides 
connectivity to priority Wildlife Action Plan habitats. 

 
 

5 
     
5. Augments land conservation efforts on a landscape scale  

by providing nuclei (“anchors”) for regional conservation 
efforts, corridors, key linkages between conservation areas,  
or keystone tracts. 

 
 
 

5 
     
6. Fills a need identified by the Wildlife Action Plan, such 

as critical, rare or unique habitats; natural heritage elements; 
or significant aquatic/terrestrial resources. 

 
 

5 
     
7. Is this an area in which we would like to establish a  

new game land, wildlife conservation area, or fishing access? 
 

NA 
     
8. Is it large enough to be a new game land, and if not,  

are there possibilities for expansion (goal 3,000- 
5,000 acre minimum)? 

 
 

NA 
   
9. Is area adequate for fishing access development with suitable 

parking, and if not, are there possibilities for expansion? 
 

NA 
  

 
 

   
  TOTAL SCORE 30 
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EXHIBIT C-2 
December 10, 2015 

 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 

-PHASE I:  INITIAL INVESTIGATION- 

 
WRC Staff Contact:   Kip Hollifield 

 

Date First Presented to WRC:  December 10, 2015 
 
Game Land:  Three Top Mountain Game Land 
 
Tract Name:  Lambb Lot, (Lot 256 on plat) 
 
PIN:  Not available (see “additional comments” below) 
 
Acreage:  +/- 0.75 acre 
 
County:  Ashe 
 
Estimated Value: approximately $3,000 (pending appraisal) 
 
Property Owner or Representative:  Reginald Lambb 
 

Phone: 813-494-7358 
 
Email: NA 
 
Address:   5211 Clover Mist Drive 
  Apollo Beach, FL  33572 
 
Status:  ☒ High Interest  ☐ Moderate Interest ☐ Low Interest  ☐ No Interest 
 
Grant Potential:  ☐ CWMTF    

☒ OTHER (explain):  WRC funds 
 

Resources Assessment and Biological Benefits (brief):  Resources are typical of the Three Top 
Mountain area, with Appalachian oak forest predominant.  The lot is part of the nationally significant 
Three Top Mountain Natural Heritage Area.  Three Top Mountain GL was purchased in 1993 as a failed 
development.  Unfortunately a number of lots had already been sold in this failed development.  WRC has 
made it a priority to purchase private lots that are embedded in the main GL property or those that reduce 
property fragmentation around the GL perimeter.  The main interest in acquisition of the Lambb Lot is to 
solidify WRC ownership and remove a private inholding within the game land.  WRC acquisition will 
also alleviate the potential for a future request for landowner access across the game land to this lot.  If 
acquired, the main management objective will be adding this acreage to the game land. 
 
 
 

mailto:ABauer@kushner.us


 

 

 
 
 
 
Common game species found on Three Top Mtn. Game Land include wild turkey, black bear, white-
tailed deer, ruffed grouse, raccoon, and gray squirrel.   WAP priority species likely found as either 
permanent residents or transients are indicated in the table below.   
 

Yellow-bellied sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius 
Eastern wood-pewee Contopus virens 
Northern flicker Colaptes auratus 
Brown creeper Certhia americana 
Canada warbler Cardellina canadensis 
Rose-breasted grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus 
Wood thrush Hylocichla mustelina 
Sharp-shinned hawk Accipiter striatus 
Weller’s salamander Plethodon welleri 
Northern pigmy salamander Desmognathus wrighti 
Southern ravine salamander Plethodon richmondi 
Southern pygmy shrew Sorex hoyi winnemana 

 
 
Additional Comments:  
 
The Lambb lot is not shown in the online Ashe Co. tax maps nor is the deed available in an online search 
from the Ashe Co. Register of Deeds Office.  This circumstance is not unusual, as not all of the lots and 
correct ownership for this failed development is available from online tools provided by Ashe Co.  If 
approved for acquisition, Mr. Lambb is aware that verification of ownership will be required. 
 
The shapefile provided is an approximation of the lot location based on comparison of the development 
plat with 1993 aerial imagery.   
 
Preliminary estimate of five-year stewardship expenditures is limited to surveying 750 feet of property 
line at approx. $1.25/foot for a total estimated cost of $937.50. 
 
No short-term revenue is projected from the tract 
 
 
Program Potential: ☒ Game Land (Three Top)  ☐ Wildlife Conservation Area 

   ☐ Fishing Access Area      ☐ None 
 
Potential Source(s) of Stewardship Funds (indicate federal:state match rates):  Pittman-Robertson 
Federal Assistance Grant (75% federal: 25% state) 
 
Relative Priority Evaluation Score (attach worksheet):   
 
Recommendation:  ☒ Pursue Acquisition ☐ Defer ☐ Do not Pursue Acquisition 
 
Map Attached:  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 
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WORKSHEET 

Five Year Stewardship Costs and Revenue Projections  

(Five Years Post Acquisition) 
      

STEWARDSHIP 

        

  Estimated Stewardship Expenditures  

Tract Name Activity Quantity Unit  Unit Cost   Total Cost  

Lambb Lot Survey 750 Ft. $1.25 
                          

$937.50    

      

      

       

  Total       $937.50 

Insert additional rows in table as needed 

       

      

      

      

      

REVENUE 

        

  Estimated Revenue Projections  

Tract Name Source Quantity Unit  Unit Revenue   Total Revenue  

           $                           -    

        

  Total        $                           -    

Insert additional rows in table as needed 

      

      

      
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

WORKSHEET  

Relative Priority Evaluation for Conservation Lands 
  
Tract Name (Three Top GL)  Lambb Lot (Ashe County) 
     
Criterion    Score (1-5) 
    5=Excellent   1=Poor 
     
1. Augments existing protected lands by addressing an 

inholding or adjacent tract, provides key access,  
buffers or connects existing WRC-managed lands. 

 
 

5 
     
2. Represents good hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing,  

and other resource-based recreational opportunities. 
 

4 
     
3. No conflicting surrounding land uses.  5 
     
4. Serves as a wildlife corridor between areas already 

protected for conservation purposes and provides 
connectivity to priority Wildlife Action Plan habitats. 

 
 

5 
     
5. Augments land conservation efforts on a landscape scale  

by providing nuclei (“anchors”) for regional conservation 
efforts, corridors, key linkages between conservation areas,  
or keystone tracts. 

 
 
 

5 
     
6. Fills a need identified by the Wildlife Action Plan, such 

as critical, rare or unique habitats; natural heritage elements; 
or significant aquatic/terrestrial resources. 

 
 

5 
     
7. Is this an area in which we would like to establish a  

new game land, wildlife conservation area, or fishing access? 
 

NA 
     
8. Is it large enough to be a new game land, and if not,  

are there possibilities for expansion (goal 3,000- 
5,000 acre minimum)? 

 
 

NA 
   
9. Is area adequate for fishing access development with suitable 

parking, and if not, are there possibilities for expansion? 
 

NA 
  

 
 

   
  TOTAL SCORE 29 
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EXHIBIT C-3 
December 10, 2015 

 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 

-PHASE I:  INITIAL INVESTIGATION- 

 
WRC Staff Contact:  Tommy Hughes 

 

Date First Presented to WRC:  December 10, 2015 
 
Tract Name:  Little Macedonia  
 
Acreage:  261.350 
 
County:  Brunswick 
 
Pin Number: 1510-0-031 

 
Estimated Value:  $ 530,000 asking price.  Realtor advises owner is willing to sale below fair 
market value.  Brunswick County indicates a total tax value of $1,954,900.  A 2011 appraisal 
provided by the realtor values the property at $970,000. 
 
Property Owner or Representative:  Linda Stephens (Realtor) 
 

Phone:  (W) 910-231-0640 Email: lindastephens1948@atmc.net 
 
Address:  Coldwell Banker Sea Coast Advantage Holden Beach 
       3247 Holden Beach Road SW 
       Supply, NC 28462 
             
Status:  ☒ High Interest ☐ Moderate Interest ☐ Low Interest ☐ No Interest 
 
Grant Potential:  ☐ CWMTF  

☒ OTHER (explain):  Pittman Robertson Land Acquisition Grant, WRC;    
 

Resources Assessment and Biological Benefits (brief):  The Little Macedonia Tract is located 
in Brunswick County, approximately 2.41 miles northwest of Supply, 8.6 miles southwest of the 
temporary Bolivia Depot and 3.2 miles southeast of the state-owned Juniper Creek Game Land.  
The tract represents an excellent location to construct a depot facility for the Bolivia crew. 
 
The site is 261 acres and contains two agricultural fields, a small pond and cutover woodlands.  
The site contains sandy well drained soils that should be suitable for depot construction.  The site 
does not support county water or sewer, but judging from homes in the area, it should support a 
suitable well and septic system. 



 

 

 
 
 
In addition to a depot site, the tract is large enough to potentially allow development of a dove 
field and could provide limited deer and small game hunting.  The tract is bounded on the east 
south and west by a small creek and pocosin and contains considerable topography. The property 
is primarily uplands that have been cutover.  Currently, there is no marketable timber on the 
property.   
 
The tract supports NCWRC Wildlife Action Plan Priority habitats (early successional with the 
potential to restore dry longleaf pine) and species and will provide valuable habitat for reptiles, 
amphibians, neo-tropical migrants, white-tailed deer, wild turkey, small game, and furbearers.  
 
Access to the property is via a state road (Little Macedonia). The interior of the property contains 
a network of unimproved sandy roads that provide administrative access and with improvement 
could provide public access points.  
 
Based upon data found in the NC Conservation Planning Tool, the Little Macedonia Tract’s 
Biodiversity index ranges from 0-4.  Approximately 10% of the site is ranked as a 1 and 10% 
ranked as a 4 with the balance of the tract being assessed as a 0 (1- low-10 high values).  The 
Biodiversity/Wildlife Habitat Index prioritizes aquatic and terrestrial habitat, landscape function, 
and connectivity.  
 
Additional Comments: Suitable, reasonably priced land for depot construction in Brunswick 
County is difficult to locate.  This tract is located close to all areas the Bolivia crew currently 
services.  The temporary depot the Bolivia crew is working out of is currently adequate but its 
future is uncertain.  This tract offers an opportunity to develop a permanent location from which 
this crew can work. 
 
Although additional evaluation is necessary to confirm, the site may also represent potential to 
develop a shooting range. 
 
Program Potential: ☒ Game Land (Juniper Creek) ☐ Wildlife Conservation Area 

   ☐ Fishing Access Area     ☒ Potential Depot Site 
 
Potential Source(s) of Stewardship Funds (indicate federal:state match rates):  Pittman-
Robertson Federal Assistance Grant (75% federal: 25% state) 
 
Relative Priority Evaluation Score (attach worksheet):   
 
Recommendation:  ☒ Pursue Acquisition ☐ Defer ☐ Do not Pursue Acquisition 
 
Map Attached:  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 
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WORKSHEET  

Relative Priority Evaluation for Conservation Lands 
  
Tract Name  Little Macedonia Tract  (Brunswick County) 
     
Criterion    Score (1-5) 
    5=Excellent   1=Poor 
     
1. Augments existing protected lands by addressing an 

inholding or adjacent tract, provides key access,  
buffers or connects existing WRC-managed lands. 

 
 

3 
     
2. Represents good hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing,  

and other resource-based recreational opportunities. 
 

5 
     
3. No conflicting surrounding land uses.  5 
     
4. Serves as a wildlife corridor between areas already 

protected for conservation purposes and provides 
connectivity to priority Wildlife Action Plan habitats. 

 
 

1 
     
5. Augments land conservation efforts on a landscape scale  

by providing nuclei (“anchors”) for regional conservation 
efforts, corridors, key linkages between conservation areas,  
or keystone tracts. 

 
 
 

3 
     
6. Fills a need identified by the Wildlife Action Plan, such 

as critical, rare or unique habitats; natural heritage elements; 
or significant aquatic/terrestrial resources. 

 
 

5 
     
7. Is this an area in which we would like to establish a  

new game land, wildlife conservation area, or fishing access? 
 

NA 
     
8. Is it large enough to be a new game land, and if not,  

are there possibilities for expansion (goal 3,000- 
5,000 acre minimum)? 

 
 

NA 
   
9. Is area adequate for fishing access development with suitable 

parking, and if not, are there possibilities for expansion? 
 

No 
  

 
 

   
  TOTAL SCORE 22 
     

 
  



 

 

 

 
 
 

Little Macedonia Tract 

 

5- Year Estimated Stewardship Costs      

     

Description Quantity Unit  Unit/Cost   Total (5-yrs) 

Improve Road System – yr. 1  1 mi    $ 50,000      $    50,000 

Maintain Road System- yr 2-5                                                     1 ea        $    2,500          $    10,000 

Establish Gate – yr. 1 7 ea $     1,500       $   10,500  

Maintain Gate – yr. 2 - 5 7 ea $      200       $      5,600  

Boundary Establishment – yr. 1 4 mi $   1 ,500      $     6,000  

Boundary Maintenance- yr. 4 4 mi $       500      $     2,000  

Administer Co-Op Farm Lease 1 ea $    1,000           $     5,000 

Depot Construction 1          Ea  $ 750,000           $ 750,000 

    Total            $ 839,100 

     

5-Year Anticipated Revenue     

    Value   Total  
Farm Co-Op Lease-If we decide to lease rather than 
developing a dove field. 20         ac     $            40             $  800 

    Total            $  800 

     

     

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
     

 

    

     



 

 

 
 

Potential Restoration 
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EXHIBIT C-4 
December 10, 2015 

 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 

-PHASE I:  INITIAL INVESTIGATION- 

 
WRC Staff Contact:  Andrew Mynatt 
 

Date First Presented to WRC:  December 10, 2015.   
 
Tract Name:  Pontiac Plywood   
 
PIN: Unable to determine from county parcel data 
 
Acreage:   19 
 
County:  Warren 
 
Estimated Value: $38,000 ($2,000/acre); Owner asking $57,000 ($3,000/acre) 
 
Property Owner or Representative: Pontiac Plywood Inc. c/o Hunter Stone  
 

Phone:  (252) 230-9068   
 
Address:  3204 Nash Street - Suite C, Wilson, NC 27896      
        
Status:  ☒ High Interest  ☐ Moderate Interest ☐ Low Interest  ☐ No Interest 
 
Grant Potential:  ☒ CWTF      

☒ OTHER (explain):  Pittman Robertson Land Acquisition Grant, WRC 
 

Resources Assessment and Biological Benefits (brief):  These three small tracts are adjacent to the 
Odell Tract of Embro Game Land.  The owner has approached WRC about accessing these three tracts to 
conduct future timber harvests.  Access to these tracts (deeded or “negotiated”) would be through WRC 
game land property on existing GL roads, across WRC game land property on old public roads (that no 
longer exist) or “through the woods” on WRC game land property (roads that would need to be built).  In 
lieu of those options, the owner would prefer to sell the properties to the buyer that inherently has the best 
existing access.  WRC has the best inherent access to these three properties.  Acquisition of these tracts 
will eliminate the encumbrance of access that WRC currently bears for these three tracts and will create a 
more regular shaped boundary line on this portion of the game land. 
 
A final timber harvest was conducted on these tracts in 2000.  These areas were replanted in 2001 to 
loblolly pine at a rate of approximately 400 trees per acre.  Although some seedling mortality was 
experienced on the lower and wet reaches of the tracts, a viable, mostly pine stand with some mixed 
hardwood areas exists today.  No structures exist on the property.  Access to the tracts would be on 
existing game land roads and trails. 
 
Four hundred feet of an unnamed tributary crosses the southeast corner of Tract 1.  This tributary drains 
into Reedy Creek through existing game land property to the south.  Acquisition of these properties will 
protect additional significant aquatic habitat resources that occur in the areas downstream of these tracts.   



 
 
 
 
Many state and federally listed species occur in the aquatic habitats found in this Upper Tar region.  The 
protection of floodplains by game lands in this region protect water quality of the creeks and thus greatly 
benefit populations of numerous species in these waters. 
 
 
Additional Comments:   
 
Preliminary estimates of five-year stewardship expenditures include establishing and/or maintaining 1.5 
miles of property boundary for a total estimated cost of approx. $350. 
 
Short-term revenue of approx. $7,500 is expected from thinning 15 acres of loblolly pine ($500/ac). 
 
Program Potential: ☒ Game Land (Embro)   ☐ Wildlife Conservation Area 

   ☐ Fishing Access Area      ☐ None 
 
Potential Source(s) of Stewardship Funds (indicate federal: state match rates):  Pittman- 
Robertson Federal Assistance Grant (75% federal: 25% state) 
 
Relative Priority Evaluation Score (attach worksheet):   
 
Recommendation:  ☒ Pursue Acquisition ☐ Defer ☐ Do not Pursue Acquisition 
 
Map Attached:  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 
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 SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME FED LISTED STATE LISTED

AMPHIBIANS

Plethodon glutinosus Slimy Salamander  

Hemidactylium scutatum Four-toed Salamander SC

Siren lacertina Greater Siren  

Hyla versicolor Gray Treefrog SR

BIRDS

Lophodytes cucullatus Hooded Merganser  

Ixobrychus exilis Least Bittern SC

Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned Hawk SR

Falco sparverius American Kestrel  

Tyto alba Barn Owl SR

Lanius ludovicianus Loggerhead Shrike SC

Aimophila aestivalis Bachman's Sparrow SC

Ammodramus savannarum Grasshopper Sparrow  

Spiza americana Dickcissel  

MAMMALS

Lasiurus cinereus Hoary Bat  

Myotis septentrionalis Northern Myotis  

Zapus hudsonius Meadow Jumping Mouse  

REPTILES

Clemmys guttata Spotted Turtle  

Ophisaurus attenuatus Slender Glass Lizard SR

Cemophora coccinea Scarlet Snake  

Lampropeltis triangulum elapsoides Scarlet Kingsnake  

Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum Eastern Milk Snake  

Virginia valeriae Smooth Earth Snake  

Pontiac Plywood Tracts (Warren County) - Priority Species



 

 
 

      

WORKSHEET 

Five Year Stewardship Costs and Revenue Projections  

(Five Years Post Acquisition) 
      

STEWARDSHIP 

        

  Estimated Stewardship Expenditures  

Tract Name Activity Quantity Unit  Unit Cost   Total Cost  

Pontiac               
Plywood  

Establish  
Boundary   1.0 mi. 270.00  $270.00    

  
 

Maintain 
Boundary  0.5  mi. 135.00  $  67.50 

  Total        $ 337.50                              

Boundary maintenance required every 4 to 5 years 

       

      

      

      

      

REVENUE 

        

  Estimated Revenue Projections  

Tract Name Source Quantity Unit  Unit Revenue   Total Revenue  

                                    -   

Pontiac 
Plywood 

Timber Harvest (1st 
thinning 2020) 15 ac. $500.00 

  
 
 
 
$7,500.00 

      

      

  Total        $7,500.00                            

 

      

      

      
 



 

 
 

 

WORKSHEET  

Relative Priority Evaluation for Conservation Lands 
  
Tract Name (Embro GL)  Pontiac Plywood Tract (Warren County) 
     
Criterion    Score (1-5) 
    5=Excellent   1=Poor 
     
1. Augments existing protected lands by addressing an 

inholding or adjacent tract, provides key access,  
buffers or connects existing WRC-managed lands. 

 
 

5 
     
2. Represents good hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing,  

and other resource-based recreational opportunities. 
 

5 
     
3. No conflicting surrounding land uses.  5 
     
4. Serves as a wildlife corridor between areas already 

protected for conservation purposes and provides 
connectivity to priority Wildlife Action Plan habitats. 

 
 

3 
     
5. Augments land conservation efforts on a landscape scale  

by providing nuclei (“anchors”) for regional conservation 
efforts, corridors, key linkages between conservation areas,  
or keystone tracts. 

 
 
 

3 
     
6. Fills a need identified by the Wildlife Action Plan, such 

as critical, rare or unique habitats; natural heritage elements; 
or significant aquatic/terrestrial resources. 

 
 

5 
     
7. Is this an area in which we would like to establish a  

new game land, wildlife conservation area, or fishing access? 
 

No 
     
8. Is it large enough to be a new game land, and if not,  

are there possibilities for expansion (goal 3,000- 
5,000 acres minimum)? 

 
 

NA 
   
9. Is area adequate for fishing access development with suitable 

parking, and if not, are there possibilities for expansion? 
 

NA 
  

 
 

   
  TOTAL SCORE 26 
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EXHIBIT C-5 
December 10, 2015 

 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 

-PHASE I:  INITIAL INVESTIGATION- 

 
WRC Staff Contact:  Gordon Warburton/David Stewart 
 

Date First Presented to WRC:  December 10, 2015.   
Craig Tweed originally approached WRC in 2008 and expressed interest in selling the tract.  However, 
the tract was priced very high at that time and went unsold for several years.  Recently, two smaller 
sections of tract have been sold.  WRC approached Mr. Tweed July 2014 and determined that the balance 
of the tract is still for sell. 
 
Tract Name:  Tweed Tract (PINNUM 971314442100000) 
 
Acreage:   87 
 
County:  Buncombe 
 
Estimated Value:  $530,000 Asking Price 
 
Property Owner or Representative: Craig Tweed  
 

Phone:  828-691-9098 
 
Address:  41 Martin Candler Road Alexander NC 28701 
              
Status:  ☒ High Interest  ☐ Moderate Interest ☐ Low Interest  ☐ No Interest 
 
Grant Potential:  ☐ CWTF      

☒ OTHER (explain):  Pittman Robertson Land Acquisition Grant, Southern 
Appalachian Highlands Conservancy 

 
Resources Assessment and Biological Benefits (brief):  Acquisition of this property is significant as 
part of the total management project being carried out in the Sandy Mush area.  Acquisition of the Tweed 
tract is particularly significant since it would connect existing smaller tracts of Sandy Mush Game Land 
that are currently isolated.  In a broader sense, WRC ownership of the tract will help ensure ecosystem 
integrity at the landscape level by increasing connectivity of lands in conservation ownership such as 
Pisgah National Forest, Sandy Mush Game Land (WRC holdings), Southern Appalachian Highlands 
Conservancy lands and various private holdings that are in conservation ownership or have conservation 
easements that are located in the vicinity.  WRC ownership will help reduce land fragmentation as well.   
 
A small portion of the tract is forested with Appalachian oak, Appalachian cove, and Southern 
Appalachian Low Elevation Pine forests, while the majority of the tract is early successional open 
fields.  Management objectives will include restoring or maintaining the priority wildlife habitats, such as 
early successional and shortleaf pine, that are located on the tract.  The Wildlife Action Plan identifies 
early successional habitats as priority habitats.  The openness of the Tweed Tract is ideal for quality early 
successional habitat restoration.  Common wildlife species found on the tract include quail, grouse, wild  
 



 
 
 
 
 
turkey, white-tailed deer, and gray squirrel.  Priority species likely to occur on the tract are identified in 
the attached table.   
 
The Tweed tract is immediately adjacent the Sandy Mush Game Land and has over 3000 feet of public 
road frontage providing excellent access.  Public recreational opportunities will include hunting, hiking, 
bird watching, photography, and general nature study.  Educational opportunities may exist as priority 
wildlife habitats are managed for or maintained. 
 
Additional Comments:  The Tweed Tract is identified in the Sandy Mush Game Land Management Plan 
as a Level 1 priority tract for acquisition.  Level 1 gives this tract a high priority for acquisition.     
 
The Tweed tract is located off of Martin Candler Road and adjoins a small, existing tract of game land.  
Acquisition of the Tweed tract would enlarge this existing tract and connect it to the larger tract of the 
Sandy Mush Game Land, thus alleviating the complexities of the boundaries at this location.  
 
Mr. Tweed has shown a willingness to sell portions of this tract.  Acquisition will eliminate additional 
fragmentation in this immediate area, thus protecting existing habitats and corridors that are currently 
occupied by a wide array of wildlife. 
 
Preliminary estimates of five-year stewardship expenditures include marking/maintaining 2 miles of 
property boundary ($400), installing 5 gates ($5,000) and developing 1 small parking area ($1000) for a 
total estimated cost of $6,400. 
 
No short-term revenue is projected from the tract 
 
Program Potential: ☒ Game Land (Sandy Mush)  ☐ Wildlife Conservation Area 

   ☐ Fishing Access Area      ☐ None 
 
Potential Source(s) of Stewardship Funds (indicate federal: state match rates):  Pittman- 
Robertson Federal Assistance Grant (75% federal: 25% state) 
 
Relative Priority Evaluation Score (attach worksheet):   
 
Recommendation:  ☒ Pursue Acquisition ☐ Defer ☐ Do not Pursue Acquisition 
 
Map Attached:  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 
 
 
 

 

29 of 30 



 SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME FED LISTED STATE LISTED

AMPHIBIANS

 scientific name  commom name  Federally Listed NC state listed

Plethodon glutinosus Slimy Salamander  

Plethodon ventralis Southern Zigzag Salamander SC

Desmognathus wrighti Pygmy Salamander SR

Hemidactylium scutatum Four-toed Salamander SC

Ambystoma talpoideum Mole Salamander SC

Necturus maculosus Mudpuppy SC

Cryptobranchus alleganiensis Hellbender SC

BIRDS

Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned Hawk SR

Falco sparverius American Kestrel  

Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon E

Coccyzus erythropthalmus Black-billed Cuckoo SR

Tyto alba Barn Owl SR

Sphyrapicus varius Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  

Empidonax alnorum Alder Flycatcher SR

Empidonax minimus Least Flycatcher  

Vireo gilvus Warbling Vireo SR

Corvus corax Common Raven  

Sitta canadensis Red-breasted Nuthatch  

Certhia americana Brown Creeper SC

Troglodytes troglodytes Winter Wren  

Regulus satrapa Golden-crowned Kinglet  

Vermivora pinus Blue-winged Warbler SR

Vermivora chrysoptera Golden-winged Warbler SC

Dendroica magnolia Magnolia Warbler SR

Dendroica cerulea Cerulean Warbler SC

Limnothlypis swainsonii Swainson's Warbler  

Pooecetes gramineus Vesper Sparrow SC

Ammodramus savannarum Grasshopper Sparrow  

Icterus galbula Baltimore Oriole  

MAMMALS

Sorex dispar Long-tailed Shrew SC

Sorex hoyi Pygmy Shrew  

Corynorhinus rafinesquii Rafinesque's Big-eared Bat T

Lasiurus cinereus Hoary Bat  

Lasiurus seminolus Seminole Bat  

Myotis septentrionalis Northern Myotis  

Myotis leibii Eastern Small-footed Myotis SC

Sylvilagus obscurus Appalachian Cottontail SR-G

Zapus hudsonius Meadow Jumping Mouse  

Mustela nivalis Least Weasel SR-G

Spilogale putorius Eastern Spotted Skunk  

REPTILES

Glyptemys muhlenbergii Bog Turtle LT, SAT T

Apalone spinifera spinifera Eastern Spiny Softshell SC

Eumeces anthracinus Coal Skink SR

Lampropeltis triangulum elapsoides Scarlet Kingsnake  

Lampropeltis triangulum triangulum Eastern Milk Snake  

Virginia valeriae Smooth Earth Snake  

Tweed Tract (Buncombe County) - Priority Species



 

 

 
 

WORKSHEET 

Five Year Stewardship Costs and Revenue Projections  

(Five Years Post Acquisition) 

      STEWARDSHIP 

  
    

  

  Estimated Stewardship Expenditures  

Tract Name Activity Quantity Unit Unit Cost Total Cost 

      

Tweed  
Boundary 
Establishment  2.0 mi. $200 $ 400.00 

      

 Install Gates   5 ea. $1,000 $5,000.00 

      

 
Develop Parking 
Area 1 ea. $1,000 $1,000.00 

       

  Total       $ 6,400.00 

Insert additional rows in table as needed 

  
     

      

      

      

      REVENUE 

  
    

  

  Estimated Revenue Projections  

Tract Name Source Quantity Unit  Unit Revenue   Total Revenue  

           

 Tweed  NA NA NA NA  $                           -    

      

  Total        $                           -    

Insert additional rows in table as needed 

      

      

       
 
 



 

 

 
 

WORKSHEET  

Relative Priority Evaluation for Conservation Lands 
  
Tract Name (Sandy Mush GL)  Tweed Tract (Buncombe County) 
     
Criterion    Score (1-5) 
    5=Excellent   1=Poor 
     
1. Augments existing protected lands by addressing an 

inholding or adjacent tract, provides key access,  
buffers or connects existing WRC-managed lands. 

 
 

5 
     
2. Represents good hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing,  

and other resource-based recreational opportunities. 
 

5 
     
3. No conflicting surrounding land uses.  4 
     
4. Serves as a wildlife corridor between areas already 

protected for conservation purposes and provides 
connectivity to priority Wildlife Action Plan habitats. 

 
 

5 
     
5. Augments land conservation efforts on a landscape scale  

by providing nuclei (“anchors”) for regional conservation 
efforts, corridors, key linkages between conservation areas,  
or keystone tracts. 

 
 
 

5 
     
6. Fills a need identified by the Wildlife Action Plan, such 

as critical, rare or unique habitats; natural heritage elements; 
or significant aquatic/terrestrial resources. 

 
 

5 
     
7. Is this an area in which we would like to establish a  

new game land, wildlife conservation area, or fishing access? 
 

N/A 
     
8. Is it large enough to be a new game land, and if not,  

are there possibilities for expansion (goal 3,000- 
5,000 acre minimum)? 

 
 

N/A 
   
9. Is area adequate for fishing access development with suitable 

parking, and if not, are there possibilities for expansion? 
 

NA 
  

 
 

   
  TOTAL SCORE 29 
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EXHIBIT D 
December 10, 2015 

 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form  
 

-PHASE II:  FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS- 

 
WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date):  May 21, 2015  

 

Tract:  Caldwell Tract; Haywood County, 60 Acres  
 

Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, each source, and amount of OBLIGATED funds):   
 
 
Pitman Robertson Land Acquisition Grant  $ 270,000 
 
Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy  $   90,000 
  
Total Cost:      $ 360,000 ($6,000/Acre) 
 
Based on Appraisal:  ☒ Yes          ☐ No  ☐ NA 

If Yes, Name of Appraiser:   
 
Requested by: Appraiser Effective Date Appraised Value 

WRC CDN Appraisal 7/14/15 $ 360,000 ($ 6,000/Acre) 
 
Date of Appraisal:  See above. 

Appraisal Handled by State Property Office:  ☒ Yes          ☐ No ☐ NA 

Acquisition Plan Includes Bargain Sale: ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
If Yes, Explain Details:   
 
Source(s) of Stewardship Funds (indicate federal:state match rates):  
Pittman-Robertson Federal Assistance Grant (75% federal: 25% state) 
 
Five Year Stewardship Costs & Revenue Projection Evaluation (attach worksheet)   

 Five Year Estimate of Total Stewardship Expenditures:   $:  

 Five Year Estimate of Total Projected Revenue:  $:  
  
Additional Comments:  NA 

$ 810 

NA 



 

 

 
 

WORKSHEET 

Five Year Stewardship Costs and Revenue Projections  

(Five Years Post Acquisition) 

      STEWARDSHIP 

  
    

  

  Estimated Stewardship Expenditures  

Tract Name Activity Quantity Unit Unit Cost Total Cost 

      

Caldwell   Establish Boundary  1.0 mi. $810 $ 810.00 

      

       

  Total       $ 810.00 

Insert additional rows in table as needed 

  
     

      

     
 

      

      REVENUE 

  
    

  

  Estimated Revenue Projections  

Tract Name Source Quantity Unit  Unit Revenue   Total Revenue  

           

 Caldwell  NA NA NA NA  $                           -    

      

  Total        $                           -    

Insert additional rows in table as needed 

      

      

       
 
 



 
 

 

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 

Land Acquisition Investigation Form 
 

-PHASE I:  INITIAL INVESTIGATION- 

 
WRC Staff Contact:  Gordon Warburton/David Stewart 
 

Date First Presented to WRC:  May 21, 2015 (staff first investigated tract in 2001) 
 
Tract Name:  Caldwell Tract (PIN: 8632-97-4495) 
 
Acreage:  60 
 
County:  Haywood 
 
Estimate Value:  $350,000 Asking Price 
 
Property Owner or Representative:  Wade Caldwell (Owner) 
 

Phone:  (828) 242-1041(Daughter, Joy Penland) 
 
Address: 15 Old 19-23 Hwy Candler, NC 28715 
               
Status:  ☒ High Interest ☐ Moderate Interest ☐ Low Interest ☐ No Interest 
 
Grant Potential:  ☐ CWMTF    

☒ OTHER (explain): Pittman Robertson Land Acquisition Grant, Southern 
Appalachian Highlands Conservancy (SAHC) 

 
Resources Assessment and Biological Benefits (brief):  Acquisition of this property is 
significant as part of the total management project being carried out in the Cold Mountain area.  
In a broader sense, WRC ownership of the tract will help ensure ecosystem integrity at the 
landscape level by increasing connectivity of lands in conservation ownership such as Pisgah 
National Forest, Cold Mountain Game Land (WRC holdings), Southern Appalachian Highlands 
Conservancy (SAHC) lands and various private holdings that have conservation easements that 
are located in the vicinity.  The property directly borders the Cold Mountain Game Lands.  WRC 
ownership will help reduce land fragmentation and will help ensure that this area is protected and 
managed properly.  The tract lies adjacent to significant Natural Heritage Areas and consists 
primarily of upland/cove hardwoods with 15-20 acres of open pastureland.  The timber on the 
property appears to be of very high quality with large yellow poplar, oak, and black cherry being 
the most valuable timber species.  Common wildlife species found on the tract include wild 
turkey, white-tailed deer and black bear.  Priority species likely to occur on the tract are 
identified in the attached table.  Public recreational opportunities will include hunting, hiking,  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
bird watching, photography and general nature study.  Educational opportunities may exist as 
priority wildlife habitats are managed for or maintained. 
 
Additional Comments: The total area of the Caldwell Tract is 70.62 acres.  Mr. Caldwell is 
keeping his small cabin and approximately 10 acres.  
 
Preliminary estimates of five-year stewardship expenditures include marking and maintaining 
approximately 1 mile of property boundary.  Total estimate of five-year expenditures is $810.   
 
No short-term revenue is projected from the tract. 
  
Program Potential:  ☒ Game Land (Cold Mountain)  ☐ Wildlife Conservation Area 

☐ Fishing Access Area      ☐ None 
 
Potential Source(s) of Stewardship Funds (indicate federal:state match rates):  Pittman-
Robertson Federal Assistance Grant (75% federal: 25% state) 
  
Relative Priority Evaluation Score (attach worksheet):   
 
Recommendation:  ☒ Pursue Acquisition ☐ Defer ☐ Do not Pursue Acquisition 
 
Map Attached:  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 
 
 
 

 

30 of 30 



SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME FED LISTED STATE LISTED
AMPHIBIANS
Plethodon glutinosus Slimy Salamander  
Plethodon ventralis Southern Zigzag Salamander SC
Desmognathus wrighti Pygmy Salamander SR
Hemidactylium scutatum Four-toed Salamander SC
BIRDS
Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned Hawk SR
Falco sparverius American Kestrel  
Coccyzus erythropthalmus Black-billed Cuckoo SR
Tyto alba Barn Owl SR
Empidonax alnorum Alder Flycatcher SR
Certhia americana Brown Creeper SC
Vermivora chrysoptera Golden-winged Warbler SC
Dendroica cerulea Cerulean Warbler SC
Limnothlypis swainsonii Swainson's Warbler  
Ammodramus savannarum Grasshopper Sparrow  
MAMMALS
Sorex hoyi Pygmy Shrew  
Lasiurus cinereus Hoary Bat  
Sylvilagus obscurus Appalachian Cottontail  SR
Zapus hudsonius Meadow Jumping Mouse  
Mustela nivalis Least Weasel SR
REPTILES
Eumeces anthracinus Coal Skink SR
Virginia valeriae Smooth Earth Snake  

Caldwell Tract (Haywood County) - Wildlife Action Plan Priority Species



 
 

WORKSHEET  
Relative Priority Evaluation for Conservation Lands 

  
Tract Name (Cold Mountain GL)  Caldwell Tract (Haywood County) 
     
Criterion    Score (1-5) 
    5=Excellent   1=Poor 
     
1. Augments existing protected lands by addressing an 

inholding or adjacent tract, provides key access,  
buffers or connects existing WRC-managed lands. 

 
 

5 
     
2. Represents good hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing,  

and other resource-based recreational opportunities. 
 

5 
     
3. No conflicting surrounding land uses.  5 
     
4. Serves as a wildlife corridor between areas already 

protected for conservation purposes and provides 
connectivity to priority Wildlife Action Plan habitats. 

 
 

5 
     
5. Augments land conservation efforts on a landscape scale  

by providing nuclei (“anchors”) for regional conservation 
efforts, corridors, key linkages between conservation areas,  
or keystone tracts. 

 
 
 

5 
     
6. Fills a need identified by the Wildlife Action Plan, such 

as critical, rare or unique habitats; natural heritage elements; 
or significant aquatic/terrestrial resources. 

 
 

5 
     
7. Is this an area in which we would like to establish a  

new game land, wildlife conservation area, or fishing access? 
 

NA 
     
8. Is it large enough to be a new game land, and if not,  

are there possibilities for expansion (goal 3,000- 
5,000 acre minimum)? 

 
 

NA 
   
9. Is area adequate for fishing access development with suitable 

parking, and if not, are there possibilities for expansion? 
 

NA 
  

 
 

   
  TOTAL SCORE 30 
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EXHIBIT E 
December 10, 2015 

 

 

 North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission  

Land and Water Access Section 
Mailing Address:  1720 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C.  27699-1720 

Physical Address:  1751 Varsity Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27606 
    Phone:  919-707-0150             Fax:  919-707-0162 

 
November 23, 2015 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Erik Christofferson, Deputy Director 
  Operations 
 
FROM: Isaac Harrold, Lands Program Manager 
  Land and Water Access Section  
 
SUBJECT: DOT Permanent & Temporary Easement Requests 
  Sandhills Game Land – Scotland County 
  Bridge No. 8 over Lumber River on Turnpike Road (SR1412/SR1203) 
  TIP Project: B-4967 
 
NC Department of Transportation (DOT) has requested temporary construction and permanent 
drainage easements on a portion of Sandhills Game Land to facilitate a bridge improvement 
project over the Lumber River on Turnpike Road in Scotland County.   
 
DOT has identified the need for permanent drainage easement of 0.115 acres and temporary 
construction easement of 0.198 acres.  
 
Staff identified no significant negative impacts and recommends approval.   
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EXHIBIT F 
December 10, 2015 

 

 

 North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission  

Land and Water Access Section 
Mailing Address:  1720 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, N.C.  27699-1720 

Physical Address:  1751 Varsity Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27606 
    Phone:  919-707-0150             Fax:  919-707-0162 

 
November 23, 2015 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Erik Christofferson, Deputy Director 
  Operations 
 
FROM: Isaac Harrold, Lands Program Manager 
  Land and Water Access 
 
SUBJECT: Easement Amendment 
  Public Service Company of North Carolina 
  Green River Game Land, Polk County 
 
 
Public Service Company of North Carolina (PSNC) currently has a gas line easement on a 
portion of Green River Game Land in Polk County and plans to replace the existing pipeline in 
the near future (see attached map for general project location).  The work will occur within the 
footprint of the existing pipeline.  However, the current easement document does not specify the 
easement location or width of the easement area.  PSNC Energy would like to rectify this 
situation by amending the current easement document to specify the easement location and width 
(see attached “State Amended and Restated Easement”).  The prosed amendment identifies a 
total of 0.21 acres of permanent easement within five locations along our game land boundary.    
 
PSNC Energy has also requested a temporary easement immediately adjacent to the permanent 
R/W location to facilitate pipeline construction activities and storage of materials, equipment, 
and vehicles (see attached “NC State Temporary Easement”).  Detailed drawings are included in 
the above legal documents.  The temporary easement area requested totals 1.84 acres. 
  
 
 



 
Planned work will generally occur along the boundary between the game land and several private 
properties.  PSCN Energy will be responsible for re-establishing any marked game land 
boundary that is destroyed as a result of the pipeline replacement.  Otherwise, WRC staff has 
reviewed this request and has determined that it will have no adverse effect on Green River 
Game Land.   
  
Staff recommends seeking WRC approval to amend the existing permanent easement and to also 
grant approval of the temporary construction easement request.   
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AMENDED AND RESTATED EASEMENT 
 

Prepared By:  Line No. T-001A Replacement 
Matthew D. Rhoad, Esq.  Parcel No. P30-3 
Smith Anderson Law Firm Project No. 0059354 
P.O. Box 2611 R/W No. PO-058 
Raleigh, NC 27602 Check No.  
(No Opinion on Title) Date of Check  
Return To:   
SCANA Corporation   
Attn: Craig Bodie   
800-A Gaston Rd.   
Gastonia, NC 28056   

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF POLK 
  
 
 THIS AMENDED AND RESTATED EASEMENT is made and entered into as of this ___ day of __________, 
2015, by and between State of North Carolina (collectively, “Grantor”) and PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NORTH 
CAROLINA, INCORPORATED, a South Carolina corporation d/b/a PSNC ENERGY (“PSNC”).  
 

WITNESSETH:  
 
 WHEREAS, Grantor is the owner of certain property located in Cooper Gap and White Oak Township, Polk 
County, North Carolina, being more particularly described in the instrument recorded in Book 226, Page 1813, Polk County 
Registry (“Grantor’s Property”); 
 
 WHEREAS, PSNC is the owner of a pipeline right of way that encumbers Grantor’s Property, said right of way 
being more particularly described in that certain instrument recorded in Book 192, Page 1, Polk County Registry (the 
“Easement”); 
 
 WHEREAS, the Easement does not specify the location or width of the pipeline easement area on Grantor’s 
Property; 
 
 WHEREAS, the parties hereto desire to amend and restate the Easement to specify the location and width of the 
pipeline easement area on Grantor’s Property as set forth herein. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein and other good and 
valuable consideration, the receipt and legal sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the parties
hereby amend and restate the Easement such that the location and width of the pipeline easement area on Grantor’s 
Property shall be as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein (the “Permanent Right of Way”).   
 
 TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the Amended Easement Area unto PSNC, its successors and assigns forever, upon 
the terms and conditions set forth herein and in the Easement. This Amended and Restated Easement shall run with 
Grantor’s Property and does not supersede, modify, impair, or otherwise affect the Easement or PSNC’s easements, 
rights, and privileges, thereunder, except as specifically set forth herein.  Grantor hereby binds itself, its successors and 
assigns and any future owner(s) of Grantor’s Property and/or the Amended Easement Area, to warrant and forever defend 
the easements, rights, and privileges granted unto PSNC, its successors and assigns herein and in the Easement, against 
every person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof.  
 
 [Signature Page(s) Follow]  



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantor and PSNC have executed this AMENDED AND RESTATED EASEMENT as 
of the day and year first above written. 
 

Subscribing Witnesses: (Optional)    GRANTOR: 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

 
 

[Notary Page(s) Follow] 
 



USE STANDARD ACKNOWLEDGMENT UNLESS THERE ARE SUBSCRIBING WITNESSES 
                

 

STANDARD ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF ________________________ 

I, ___________________________________, a Notary Public of _____________________ County, North Carolina, do 

hereby certify that 

__________________________________________________________________________________, GRANTOR, 

personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing AMENDED AND 

RESTATED EASEMENT. 

 

Witness my hand and seal this ________ day of __________________________, 2015. 

 

 ________________________________________ Sign 
Notary Public 

 
 ________________________________________ Print 

 

My Commission Expires: ______________________ 

                

 

SUBSCRIBING WITNESS ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF ________________________ 

I, ___________________________________, a Notary Public of _____________________ County, North Carolina, do 

hereby certify that __________________________________________________________________________________ 

(subscribing witness) personally appeared before me this day and being duly sworn, stated that in his (her) presence 

________________________________________________________________________________________________, 

GRANTOR, acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing AMENDED AND RESTATED EASEMENT. 

 

Witness my hand and seal this ________ day of __________________________, 2015. 

 
 ________________________________________ Sign 

Notary Public 
 
 ________________________________________ Print 

 

My Commission Expires: ______________________	
  



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantor and PSNC have executed this AMENDED AND RESTATED 
EASEMENT as of the day and year first above written. 

 
 
PSNC: 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY  
OF NORTH CAROLINA, INCORPORATED 

      a South Carolina corporation  
      d/b/a PSNC ENERGY       
       
      By: ____________________________________ 
      George B. Ratchford, Vice President – Gas Operations 

 
 
 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF GASTON 

I, Martha W. Glover, a Notary Public of Gaston County, State of North Carolina, certify that George B. 
Ratchford personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged that he is Vice President – Gas Operations 
of PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NORTH CAROLINA, INCORPORATED, a South Carolina 
corporation d/b/a PSNC ENERGY, and that he, as Vice President – Gas Operations, being authorized to do so, 
voluntarily executed the foregoing on behalf of the corporation for the purposes stated therein. 

   
Witness my hand and notarial stamp or seal, this ___ day of __________________, 2015. 

 
_______________________________________ 
Martha W. Glover, Notary Public 
 

       
         
 
My commission expires: March 9, 2019   
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

EXHIBIT A



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEMPORARY EASEMENT 
 

Prepared By:  Line No. T-001A Replacement 
Public Service of North Carolina, Incorporated Parcel No. P30-3 
Return To: R/W No. PO-058 
SCANA Corporation Project No. 0059354 
Attn: Craig Bodie Check No.  
800-A Gaston Rd. Date of Check  
Gastonia, NC 28056   

 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF POLK 
 
 
Know all men by these presents that for and in consideration of the sum of Ten Dollars  ($10.00) and other valuable 
consideration paid to State of North Carolina (“Grantor”, whether one or more), the receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, Grantor hereby conveys unto PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NORTH CAROLINA, INCORPORATED, 
a South Carolina corporation d/b/a PSNC ENERGY, and its successors and assigns (“PSNC”), a temporary and exclusive 
easement for pipeline construction activities and storage of materials, equipment, and vehicles related to the initial 
construction of PSNC’s pipeline facilities on land adjacent to or near the lands of Grantor, or in which Grantor has an 
interest, situate in Cooper Gap and White Oak Township, Polk County, North Carolina, as described in that instrument 
recorded in Book 226, Page 1813, Polk County Registry (“Grantor’s Land”). The easement granted herein shall be 
located as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein (the “Easement Area”).   
 
PSNC shall have all rights necessary and convenient for exercising the rights granted herein, including, but not limited to, 
the right of ingress and egress over and across the Easement Area and Grantor’s Land for access to and from the 
Easement Area and the right from time to time to cut all trees, shrubs, and undergrowth, and to clear other obstructions 
located within the Easement Area.  In exercising the right of ingress and egress outside of the Easement Area granted 
herein, PSNC shall use its best efforts to cause the least practicable interference with Grantor’s use of Grantor’s Land and 
use existing roads and driveways to the extent reasonably practicable.  PSNC shall comply with all applicable federal, 
state, and local laws, ordinances, and regulations in exercising the rights granted herein.  
 
No permanent installation will be made within the Easement Area, and all materials and improvements placed by PSNC 
within the Easement Area shall be and remain the property of PSNC and shall be removed upon completion of the project.  
Upon completion of the project, PSNC shall be responsible for the repair of any damages caused by PSNC, its 
successors and assigns, and shall restore and level the surface of the Easement Area to, as nearly as can reasonably be 
done, the same condition as prior to any such operations so that there shall not be any permanent mounds, ridges, sinks, 
or trenches.   
 
The PSNC shall have the right to assign this Easement and the rights granted herein in whole or in part at any time and 
from time to time. 
 
To have and to hold said Easement unto PSNC, its successors and assigns, forever, and Grantor, for itself, its heirs, 
executors, administrators, successors, and assigns, covenants to and with PSNC that Grantor is lawfully seized of 
Grantor’s Land and the Easement Area in fee and has the right to convey said rights and Easement and that Grantor will 
forever warrant and forever defend the title to said rights and Easement against the lawful claims of all persons 
whomsoever.  The individuals signing this Easement personally warrant that they have the right and power to enter into 
this Easement, to grant the rights granted under this Easement, and to undertake the obligations described in this 
Easement. 
 
It is understood and acknowledged by the undersigned that the person securing this grant on behalf of PSNC is without 
authority to make any agreement with regard to the subject matter hereof which is not expressed herein, and that no such 
agreement will be binding on PSNC.  
 
Temporary land rights will expire upon completion of the project or December 31, 2016, whichever occurs first. 
 

[Signature Page(s) Follow] 
 
  



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this TEMPORARY EASEMENT is executed this                     day of ________________, 2015. 
 
 
Subscribing Witnesses: (Optional)    GRANTOR: 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

________________________________________ Sign   _________________________________________ Sign 

________________________________________ Print   _________________________________________ Print 

 
[Notary Page(s) Follow] 

 

 
  



USE STANDARD ACKNOWLEDGMENT UNLESS THERE ARE SUBSCRIBING WITNESSES 
                

 

STANDARD ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF ________________________ 

I, ___________________________________, a Notary Public of _____________________ County, North Carolina, do 

hereby certify that 

__________________________________________________________________________________, GRANTOR, 

personally appeared before me this day and acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing TEMPORARY 

EASEMENT. 

 

Witness my hand and seal this ________ day of __________________________, 2015. 

 

 ________________________________________ Sign 
Notary Public 

 
 ________________________________________ Print 

 

My Commission Expires: ______________________ 

                

 

SUBSCRIBING WITNESS ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF ________________________ 

I, ___________________________________, a Notary Public of _____________________ County, North Carolina, do 

hereby certify that __________________________________________________________________________________ 

(subscribing witness) personally appeared before me this day and being duly sworn, stated that in his (her) presence 

________________________________________________________________________________________________, 

GRANTOR, acknowledged the due execution of the foregoing TEMPORARY EASEMENT. 

 

Witness my hand and seal this ________ day of __________________________, 2015. 

 

 ________________________________________ Sign 
Notary Public 

 
 ________________________________________ Print 

 

My Commission Expires: ______________________	
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