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N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION
May 3, 2012, 9:00 a.m.
1751 Varsity Drive
NCWRC Conference Room, 5™ Floor
Raleigh, North Carolina

CALL TO ORDER - Chairman David Hoyle, Jr.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION - Commissioner John Coley

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY - North Carolina General Statute 138A-15(e) mandates
that the Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of
interest and appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquire as to
whether there is any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any
matters coming before the Commission at this time. It is the duty of each Commissioner who is
aware of such personal conflict of interest or of an appearance of a conflict, to notify the Chair of
the same. Chairman David Hoyle, Jr.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Take action on the January 12, 2012 Wildlife Resources
Commission meeting minutes as written in the exhibit and distributed to members (EXHIBIT A)

CORRECTION TO NOVEMBER 10, 2011 MINUTES - Receive into the November 10,
2011 minutes the addition of Hayden Rogers’ name to the Commissioner attendance list
(EXHIBIT B)



PROCLAMATION - 2012 SAFE BOATING WEEK - Receive into the minutes the
Proclamation by Governor Beverly E. Perdue designating the week of May 19-25, 2012 as “Safe
Boating Week” in North Carolina (EXHIBIT C)

ADMINISTRATION

Financial Status Report - Receive a financial status report on the Wildlife Operating Fund and
Wildlife Endowment Fund - Tommy Clark, Budget Officer (EXHIBIT D)

SPECIAL PRESENTATION - Presentation honoring District 8 Hunter Education Specialist
Wesley T. Blair in recognition of his military service and work as a Hunter Education Specialist
- Travis Casper, Hunter Education Coordinator

ENGINEERING SERVICES

Boating Access Area Partnership Proposal, Jacksonville and Onslow County — Consider
adoption of a Memorandum of Agreement to partner with the City of Jacksonville and Onslow
County to construct a Boating Access Area on the New River in Jacksonville — Erik
Christofferson, Engineering Services Division Chief (EXHIBIT E)

Short Photograph Break

Engineering Services Activity Update — Receive an update on Boating Access Area
renovations and construction projects — Erik Christofferson

Boating and Fishing Access Area Proposal, Transylvania County — Consider a staff
recommendation to receive 1.79 acres from the Little River Fire Department to be developed into
a Boating and Fishing Access Area on the French Broad River in the Town of Penrose — Erik
Christofferson (EXHIBIT F)

Boating Access Area Proposal, Lenoir County - Consider a staff proposal to partner with
Lenoir County to construct a Boating Access Area on the Neuse River in Kinston, off Highway
NC 11 — Erik Christofferson (EXHIBIT G)

INLAND FISHERIES

Fisheries and Outreach Activities Update - Receive a staff update on activities of the Division
of Inland Fisheries — Bob Curry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief



DIVISION OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

SPOTLIGHT - Conservation Recommendations for Priority Terrestrial Wildlife Species
and Habitats in North Carolina - Jeff Marcus, Wildlife Diversity Program Biologist, Division
of Wildlife Management

LAND ACQUISITION AND PROPERTY ISSUES

Property Related Issues — Consider approval to proceed with acquisition projects for which
appropriate funding has been identified — Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief
(EXHIBIT H)

Carscadden Tract — Caswell County

Pinch Gut Phase Il Tract — Brunswick County

Raby Farm Tract — Macon County

Roaring Creek Tract — Avery County

Carpenter Tract — Scotland County

Futrell (Fisher) Tract — Scotland County

Harmon Il Tract — Scotland County

FIA-Whitaker Tract — Halifax County

Swain Tract — Brunswick County

Easement Request, Richmond County - Consider a North Carolina Department of
Transportation easement request on a portion of Sandhills Game Land in Richmond County to
facilitate a road construction project — Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBIT 1)

Temporary Easement Request, Hoke County — Consider a NC Department of Transportation
temporary construction easement request across a portion of Sandhills Game Land in Hoke
County to facilitate a bridge replacement project — Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBIT J)

Easement Request, Gates County — Consider a NC Department of Transportation easement
request across a portion of Chowan Swamp Game Land in Gates County to facilitate a road
widening project — Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBIT K)

Utility Easement Request, Ashe County — Consider a utility easement request across a portion
of Pond Mountain Game Land in Ashe County to service an adjacent property — Dr. David Cobb
(EXHIBIT L)

Conservation Easement Modification Request, Caldwell County — Consider a request from
the Grantor to modify the terms of a conservation easement on property in Caldwell County —
Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBIT M)

Proposed Memorandum of Understanding, Mitchell and Alleghany counties — Consider a
MOU authorizing the construction and maintenance of pedestrian trails on the Rose Creek and
Little Tablerock Mountain tracts of NCWRC-Pisgah Game Land in Mitchell County, and the
Saddle Mountain tract of Mitchell River Game Land in Alleghany County — Dr. David Cobb
(EXHIBIT N)



Proposed Memorandum of Understanding, Edgecombe County - Consider a Memorandum
of Understanding and associated request to allow the Pamlico-Tar River Foundation to construct
a camping platform adjacent to the river on Tar River Game Land — Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBIT
0)

Request from United States Marine Corps, Sandhills Game Land — Consider a request from
the USMC, on behalf of a military contractor, to allow training of dogs on Sandhills Game Land-
Dr. David Cobb

Division of Wildlife Management Update — Receive an update on the activities of the Division
of Wildlife Management — Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief

RULEMAKING

Night Hunting and Technical Corrections Rules — Receive summaries of public comments
and consider permanent rule adoption for revisions to 15A NCAC 10B .0219 and 10B .0223, to
allow hunting of feral swine and coyotes at night with a light, and permanent rule adoption to
revisions to 15A NCAC 10B .0113 and 10B .0116, to remove remaining references to wild boar
in Wildlife Resources Commission rules — Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBITS P-1, P-2)

Swine Trapping Permanent Rule Proposals for Public Notice — Consider approval of staff
recommendation to notice for public comment proposed permanent rules for feral swine trapping
and bag limits — Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBIT Q)

Fiscal Note — Captive Cervid Rules — Approve the fiscal note for proposed rulemaking
pertaining to cervids held in captivity —Tommy Clark, Budget Officer (EXHIBIT R)

Fiscal Note — Swine Trapping Rules — Approve the fiscal note for proposed swine trapping
rulemaking under 15A NCAC 10B .0303 and 10B .0304- Norman Young, Rulemaking
Coordinator (EXHIBIT S)

WATER SAFETY RULES

Proposed Repeal of No Wake Zone - Tar River, Withdrawn from Application by Pitt
County — Consider staff recommendation to take no action at this time on a proposal to repeal
15A NCAC 10F .0354(2), a no wake zone in Pitt County on the Tar River in the vicinity of Seine
Beach. Receive comments received by the NCWRC during the comment period, as prescribed
under the Administrative Procedure Act. Receive into the minutes the letter from the Pitt County
Board of Commissioners withdrawing Pitt County’s support of the repeal request. Approve the
withdrawal of the fiscal note previously adopted by the NCWRC and approved by OSBM.
Norman Young (EXHIBITS T-1, T-2, T-3)



No Wake Zone Request, Newport River Beach Access Boat Ramp, Town of Morehead City,
Carteret County — Consider adoption of a request by the Town of Morehead City for an
amendment to 15A NCAC 10F .0330 to establish a no wake zone in the waters of the Newport
River, north of the Highway 70 bridge at the Newport River Beach Access Boat Ramp — Norman
Young, Rulemaking Coordinator (EXHIBIT U)

Technical Changes — No Wake Rules 15A NCAC 10F .0311 (Granville, Vance and Warren
Counties); 15A NCAC 10F .0318 (Warren County); 15A NCAC 10F .0325 (Chowan
County); 15A NCAC 10F .0345 (Chatham and Wake Counties); and 15A NCAC 10F .0352
(Camden County) — Consider adoption of technical changes to water safety rules to clarify rule
text and descriptions in the North Carolina Administrative Code, as mandated in the Regulatory
Reform Act and Executive Order 70 — Norman Young (EXHIBITS V-1,V-2,V-3,V-4,V-5)

COMMISSIONER RESIGNATION - Receive into the minutes the letter of resignation by
District 4 Commissioner W. Douglas Parsons, due to a judicial appointment by Governor Perdue
(EXHIBIT W)

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Land Use and Access Committee Report — Dell Murphy, Vice-Chairman

Big Game Committee Report — John Litton Clark, Chairman

Migratory Birds, Waterfowl Committee Report — Berkley Skinner, Chairman

Committee of the Whole Report- David W. Hoyle, Jr., Chairman

COMMENTS BY CHAIRMAN - David W. Hoyle, Jr.

COMMENTS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Gordon Myers

MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION - Pursuant to NCGS §143-318.11(a)(3),
entertain a motion to go into closed session to receive legal advice from agency counsel.

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION

ADJOURN






























NORTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Balance July 1
Plus: Receipts to Date

Balance and Receipts to Date
Less: Disbursements To Date

Balance March 31

YEAR TO DATE REVENUES AND EXPENSES

March 2011

$

23,459,611.18
55,056,710.98

78,516,322.16
57,075,169.60

$

21,441,152.56

March 2012

$ 20,845,004.99
51,055,543.61

71,900,548.60
46,709,253.40

$ 22,191,255.20

Summary and Analysis of Expenditure By Purpose - Code 14350, 24350, 24351 and 24352

March 2011

March 2012

10T ‘€ ABA
d LIgIHXHA

Authorized Budget
2010-11

% of Budget

Expenditures Expended

Authorized Budget
2011-12

Expenditures

% of Budget
Expended

2100 Administration

2120 Enforcement

2130 Education

2140 Inland Fisheries
2150 Management

2160 Engineering Services

2170 W/Life Fund Receipts

TOTAL

$  10,889,081.00
22,682,800.00
5,131,774.00
8,918,282.00
18,501,031.00
9,747,785.00

5,332,338.00

$ 81,203,091.00

$

$

6,315,496.06 58.00%
17,691,328.32 77.99%
3,443,582.19 67.10%
6,484,678.38 72.71%
10,829,222.89 58.53%
8,340,122.39 85.56%

3,970,739.37 74.47%

57,075,169.60 70.29%

$ 8,271,122.00
21,631,275.00
4,467,142.00
9,809,115.00
15,783,199.00

8,042,766.00

2,448,582.00

$ 70,453,201.00

$ 5,828,146.71
15,537,452.13
2,760,159.78
7,510,559.37
10,713,733.91

6,591,480.37

767,761.13

$ 49,709,293.40

70.46%

71.83%

61.79%

76.57%

67.88%

81.96%

31.36%

70.56%
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NORTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION

ENDOWMENT FUND YEAR-TO-DATE

March 2011 March 2012

Balance March 1 $ 80,497,728.87 $ 88,783,441.66
Plus: Revenues from Sales 199,804.10 176,388.50
Return on Investment 465,473.47 478,979.11
81,163,006.44 89,438,809.27

Less: Transfers Qut - -
Balance March 31 $ 81,163,006.44 $ 89,438,809.27
Market Value % 84,985,091.29 $ 97,093,726.12

Endowment Fund Interest

Sources of

Interest Expendable Non Expendable Transfer!'ed to Tra_nsferref:l to Expendable Balance
- Operations Capital Projects
Avaiable
ADULT Licenses $ 9,764,266.38 % - $ - $ - $ 9,764,266.38
INFANT Licenses - 9,073,996.67 $ -
YQOUTH Licenses - 1,945,540.38 $ -
Magazine Subscriptions _ 431,181.97 - - $ 431,181.97
Contributions - General 430,113.41 - $ 430,113.41
Contributions - Diversity 10.56 $ 10.56
TOTAL $ 10,625,572.32 $ 11,023,937.05 $ - % - $ 10,625,572.32
2011-12 Budgeted Obligated 2011-12 Transferred To Date
Allocation of Endowment Interest - Sportsman Fund 3,609,567.14 To Sportsman Fund -
Allocation of Endowment Interest - Magazine Fund 183,561.65 To Magazine Fund -
To Capital Projects -
$ 3,793,128.79 s -

Page 12 of 13
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EXHIBIT H

May 3, 2012

POTENTIAL LAND ACQUISITION PROJECTS

PHASE Il PROJECTS

OBLIGATED
ITEM | PROJECT EST. VALUE ACRES | OWNER | COUNTY FUNDING
Caswell Game Land
1 Carscadden tract Donation 4 | Private Caswell Donation
Green Swamp Game Land NHTF, State Wildlife
2 Pinch Gut Phase 11 tract $1,400,000 710 | Private Brunswick Grant (T-13)
Needmore Game Land NHTF, State Wildlife
3 Raby Farm tract $716,000 54 | Private Macon Grant (T-13)
Pisgah Game Land NHTF, Pvt. Donation,
4 Roaring Creek tract $1,583,460 136 | Private Avery Bargain Sale, Doris
Duke Foundation, DOJ-
EEG Grant, Neotropical
Bird Grant
Sandhills Game Land
5 Carpenter tract $42,000 16 | Private Scotland Mitigation Funds
6 Futrell (Fisher) tract $56,000 36 | Private Scotland Mitigation Funds
7 Harmon |1 tract $100,000 50 | Private Scotland Mitigation Funds
Tillery Game Land NCWHF, NCWTF,
8 FIA-Whitaker tract $28,000 7 | Private Halifax James W. Cogdell
Heritage Foundation,
WRC
9 Miscellaneous NHTF, State Wildlife
Swain tract $130,000 83 | Private Brunswick Grant (T-13)
TOTALS 1,096




North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: 7-17-08
Tract Name: Carscadden
Map & Parcel 1030 050; Pin 993400986284; Tax# 130.00.00.0050.000
Deed Book 256, Page 743
Acreage 4.32
County: Caswell
Advertised Purchase Amount: NA (Tax Value $12,337)
Based on Appraisal: 1 Yes [1No I NA
Contact: Stephen Carscadden
Phone: 336-694-5889 (Home)
336-694-1120 (Business)

Address: 1185 Griers Church Rd.
Leasburg, NC 27291

Status: [JHigh Interest ' Moderate Interest (1 Low Interest 1 No Interest

Grant Potential: 0 NHTF 0 CWMTF 0 DU MARSH
[ Other (explain) :

Resources Assessment (Brief): Primarily mature upland hardwoods (90%) with a narrow strip
of bottomland hardwoods along Hyco Creek.

Access Assessment: The southern boundary of the tract adjoins the North Frogsboro section of
the Caswell Game Land in the vicinity of Amos Woods Road.

Game Lands Program Potential: [] Yes (R. Wayne Bailey-Caswell GL) 1 No
Recommendation: JJPursue Acquisition 0 Defer 00 Do not Pursue Acquisition
Map Attached: [] Yes 1 No

-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE 11)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 10/3/2008

Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):
NA - landowner offering fee title donation.

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.
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North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: 1-5-09

Tract Name: International Paper Parcels — Amici Group
Acreage: 8300

County: Brunswick

Advertised Purchase Amount: $3,100/acre

Based on Appraisal: IYes [JNo

Contact: Gary Cargile (Cape Fear Land Company)
Phone: (C) 910-540-5329

Address: 1082 Cornell Court
Leland, N.C. 28451

Status: I High Interest (1 Moderate Interest [ Low Interest 71 No Interest

Grant Potential: [JNHTF BcwmMTE 0 DUMARSH
I Other : CELP(Coastal Estuarine Land Protection)

Resources Assessment (Brief ): These tracts contain a diversity of pine plantation age classes
with approximately 15% 0-4 yrs. old, 15% 5-12 yrs. old, and 45% | 3-40 yrs. old. The remaining
acreage consists of natural pine/hardwood from 10-75 yrs. old and marsh vegetation adjacent to
stream drainages. Longleaf pine plantation and loblolly pine exist in younger age classes. Many
older pine stands have been thinned to 30-60 BA. Little bedding has occurred in the plantation
stands and excellent natural understory vegetation is present. The Southern tract contains
Nationally Significant Areas and the Northern tract has Regionally Significant areas. An
excellent infrastructure of roads exists on the tracts. Game species present include white-tailed
deer, wild turkey, and black bear. The Southern tract has common boundary with the existing
TNC owned Green Swamp Game Land containing approximately 15,000 protected acres which is
adjacent to the WRC owned 18,624 acre Juniper Creek Game Lands.

Access Assessment: Northern Tract — 5 access locations from paved road (Town Creek Road).
Southern Tract — 2 access locations from paved roads (Green Hill Road and Bell Swamp Road)

Game Lands Program Potential: IYes 1 No
Recommendation: I Pursue Acquisition [ Defer [ Do not Pursue Acquisition

Map Attached: I Yes 'No



-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE I11)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 2/11/2009

Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):
The Pinch Gut tract, adjacent to Green Swamp Game Land in Brunswick County, is part of the
8,300 acre IP-Amici Group tracts previously approved by WRC as a potential acquisition. These
tracts were subsequently sold and a Florida—based company “Rock Creek” acquired much of the
8,300 acres. Efforts continue to protect 1,894 acres contiguous with the existing Green Swamp
Game Land. A WRC Phase | acquisition of 316 acres, funded by NHTF, is in progress and
expected to close by May 1, 2012. Approval is now requested to complete Phase Il, as
represented below:

Tract/Parcel:  Pinch Gut Phase Il
Acreage: 710

Natural Heritage Trust Fund:  $700,000
USF&W State Wildlife Grant: $700,000

Total Cost: $1,400,000

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.
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North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: December 8, 2011

Tract Name: Roaring Creek - Burleson/Beck

Acreage: 136 acres

County: Avery

Advertised Purchase Amount: $600,000 (not advertised to the public)
Based on Appraisal: [ Yes I No (bargain sale)

Contact: Gordon Warburton, Division of Wildlife Management
Phone: (828)-659-8352 Work; (828)-460-8752 (Mobile)
Address: 783 Deepwoods Drive, Marion, NC 28752

Also contact Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy 8289432664 (Jay Leutze)
Status: I High Interest "1 Moderate Interest "1 Low Interest “1No Interest

Grant Potential: [JNHTF  JJcwmMmTF | Other: Private contributions (already obtained private
donations, DOJ EEG grant, Doris Duke grant)

Resources Assessment (Brief ): The tract contains outstanding examples of cove hardwood forest,
northern hardwood forest, rock outcrop, early successional, and riverine aquatic communities. A review
of topographic and vegetative cover maps, and examination of historic record archives (e.g., NCWRC,
Natural Heritage) and surveys NCWRC has conducted in the surrounding area reveals that the property
contains many characteristics of habitats and conservation priorities described in the North Carolina
Wildlife Action Plan. Over half of the property is within the nationally significant Roan Mountain Massif
natural area. The State Natural Heritage Programs in North Carolina and Tennessee have designated this
area as nationally significant. Confirmation of wildlife species inhabiting the property cannot be
ascertained without thorough surveys at the appropriate time of year, but suitable habitat is present for
many Wildlife Action Plan (WAP) priority species. Acquisition of this property will support and advance
WAP goals. A good example of this would be management of the old pastures for priority early
successional species such as golden-winged warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera), Appalachian cottontail
(Sylvilagus obscurus), least weasel (Mustela nivalis), and American woodcock (Scolopax minor). The
Golden-winged Warbler Atlas Project (GOWAP) demonstrated that the distribution of golden winged
warblers seems to be clumped in five key areas. These key sites contain a bulk of the birds in the
Southern Blue Ridge, and one of these areas is the Roan Mountain Massif and its drainages, specifically
Roaring Creek (North Carolina) and the adjacent Hampton Creek Cove (Tennessee) area. Management to
maintain suitable successional stages on the existing pastureland and woodland edge could expand the
available habitat base for this core population.

Access Assessment: Access to the tract is present from Roaring Creek Road and would allow
administration, and management by NCWRC and use by the public. The tract is surrounded by USFS
land and hence adjacent land use is under conservation ownership. Roaring Creek bisects the tract and
provides outstanding trout waters; tributaries contain the Southern Appalachian Brook Trout. A few old



logging roads exist and use of these roads would entail upgrading their condition. The area will make an
excellent area for bird-watching and hiking. A portion of the Overmountain Victory National Historic
Trail is on the property.

Game Lands Program Potential: IYes (Pisgah GL) [1No
Recommendation: I Pursue Acquisition [ Defer (1 Do not Pursue Acquisition
Map Attached: I Yes [1No

-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE 11)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 1/12/2012
Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):

Tract/Parcel:  Roaring Creek - Burleson/Beck

Acreage: 136

*Natural Heritage Trust Fund: $500,000
Private Donor: $572,620
Bargain Sale: $60,000
Doris Duke Foundation: $320,000
DOJ Ecosystem Enhancement Grant:  $35,840
Neotropical Bird Grant: $95,000

Total Cost: $1,583,460

*NHTF funding secured by WRC; others funding sources secured by Southern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.
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North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: June 28, 2010

Tract Name: Joe Carpenter

Acreage: 16 acres

County: Scotland

Advertised Purchase Amount: $45,000

Based on Appraisal: IYes [JNo

Contact: The Nature Conservancy/Joe Carpenter, Laurinburg, NC
Phone: TNC Ryan Elting 910-246-0300 (W)

Address: NA

Status: I High Interest "1 Moderate Interest 1 Low Interest “1No Interest
Grant Potential: I NHTF 1 CWMTF 71 DU MARSH

I Other (explain) : Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) Program funding;
USFW Section 6

Resources Assessment (Brief ): The tract has mature longleaf/wiregrass (slightly fire
suppressed) on all 16 acres. This acquisition would facilitate the fire line maintenance and
prescribed burning on Block B. There are numerous RCW clusters within foraging range of the
Carpenter Tract. There are over 1,320 feet of common boundary between the Carpenter Tract and
the Sandhill Game Lands.

Access Assessment: Over 2,200 feet of frontage along Gardner Farm Lane and Hwy 15-501.
Game Lands Program Potential: IYes [1No

Recommendation: I Pursue Acquisition [ Defer [J Do not Pursue Acquisition

Map Attached: [ Yes I No



-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE II)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 8/25/2010
Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):

Tract/Parcel:  Joe Carpenter
Acreage: 16

*Sandhills Mitigation Fund: $42,000

Total Cost: $42,000

*Funds received to mitigate impacts of developing a transmission line corridor across
Sandhills Game Land (a portion of these funds are earmarked for habitat replacement).

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.



*sJA QT 03 uoIH

nbay =pouiad JA 0T

00°002°L$ 0S°'T9S‘T S |elol
00°0v¥'T $ 000€ S sa.oe 9T pouad “JA QT Buunp sawn
924y} uing -uinqg aqlidsald

00°00Z°LS  00°0SY S sa.0e 9T 1santey 35414 ‘syd120as Jaquil L 0S'1CT S 00SET S w0 pouad “JA QT Suunp sawin J9juadie)
93JY]-2Jueualulelp pue
juawysljgels3 Alepunog

|elol  @nuaAay 153 Hun nun: Amuenp adAyL pouad JA QT 40§ |EIOL 150D HUN nun: Amuenp Annpy PesL

(pouad “aA 0T) @nuanay parewnsy

(pouad “aA -0T1) 350D diyspsemals

510B4] UOIHSINbIY pueq Joj SNUaA3Y palewilsy pue diyspiemals




Joe Carpenter Tract
Sandhills Game Land
Scotland County
16 Acres

AL {

- \
\\Scotland County®,

Hill Creek Rd

July 27, 2010




North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: 6/20/2006

Tract Name: Fisher

Acreage: 36 acres (50 acres claimed by landowner)

County: Scotland

Advertised Purchase Amount: Unknown, but he asked for $1000/acre 4-5 years ago.
Based on Appraisal: [ Yes I No

Contact: Gifford Fisher
Phone:  (H) 910-295-4662

Address: P.O. Box 4949
Pinehurst, NC 28374

Status: I High Interest "1 Moderate Interest 71 Low Interest “1No Interest

Grant Potential: [fNHTE | cwmTE 1 DU MARSH
[J Other (explain) :

Resources Assessment (Brief ):

Tract contains 13 acres of mature, intact wetland poscosin and 23 acres of planted/mixed
longleaf/loblolly pine. The entire property is within the Naomi Church Sandhills Significant
Natural Heritage Area.

Access Assessment:

Tract shares 1600 feet of boundary with Block D of the Sandhills Game Land. No deeded road
access exists for the property.

Game Lands Program Potential: IYes [JNo

Recommendation: I Pursue Acquisition [ Defer [J Do not Pursue Acquisition

Map Attached: I Yes[1No



-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE II)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 8/30/2006
Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):

Tract/Parcel:  Futrell (formerly Fisher)
Acreage: 36

*Sandhills Mitigation Fund: $56,000

Total Cost: $56,000

*Funds received to mitigate impacts of developing a transmission line corridor across
Sandhills Game Land (a portion of these funds are earmarked for habitat replacement).

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.
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e \\
Futrell Tract S
(Formerly "Fisher" Tract) A |
Sandhills Game Land L
Scotland County N/
36 Acres

Hill Creek Rd

April 12, 2012




North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: April 18, 2008

Tract Name: John Harmon Tract

Acreage: Total acres 238

County: Scotland and Richmond Counties

Advertised Purchase Amount: Not advertised; landowner is longtime NCWRC and NCWHF
supporter and has stated that he will sell to WRC as a “bargain” price.

Based on Appraisal: [ Yes I No

Contact; Sid Baker
Phone: (W) 910-281-4146
(C) 931-639-0491

Address: Hoffman, NC
Status: [JHigh Interest ' Moderate Interest (1 Low Interest 1 No Interest

Grant Potential: JNHTF  [JCWMTF 1 DU MARSH
1 Other (explain) :

Resources Assessment (Brief): The tract was clear-cut less than 10 years ago and planted into
longleaf pine. Ground cover is intact with native grasses and plants. The young longleaf are
growing well. The tract shares over 1900 ft of common boundary with Block T and 800 ft of
boundary with Block B of Sandhill Game Land. The Harmon Tract will connect these two
parcels. Its location classifies it as a high priority acquisition for the Greater Sandhills
Partnership, which is working to protect and link critical red cockaded woodpecker habitat. The
Harmon Tract provides a direct link between two active RCWS clusters less than 2 miles apart.

Access Assessment: There is over 3400 feet of road frontage on SR 1001 in Scotland and
Richmond Counties.

Game Lands Program Potential: [] Yes 7 No
Recommendation: JJPursue Acquisition 0 Defer 00 Do not Pursue Acquisition

Map Attached: [] Yes 1 No



-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE 11)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 7/9/2008

Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):
WRC closed on 219 acres in January 2011. Funding was unavailable at the time to close on the
balance of the tract. The landowner is also now offering additional acreage that was previously
excluded. An additional 50 acres, contiguous with the 219 acres previously acquired, is now
available. Approval is now requested to complete Phase Il, as represented below:

Tract/Parcel: Harmon Il
Acreage: 50

*Sandhills Mitigation Fund: $100,000

Total Cost:  $100,000

*Funds received to mitigate impacts of developing a transmission line corridor across
Sandhills Game Land (a portion of these funds are earmarked for habitat replacement).

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.
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Harmon Il Tract

Sandhills Game Land

Scotland County
50 Acres

Richmond County

I:l Harmon | - Acquired Jan. 2011

- Harmon Il

Scotland County

April 12, 2012 er
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North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: 04/26/2011

Tract Name: FIA — Daniel Whitaker West
Acreage: 7+/- acres

County: Halifax County

Advertised Purchase Amount: NA- Donation
Based on Appraisal: [J Yes INo

Contact: John M. Crump, Michael D. Neal & Associates, Inc. — Land Manager for Forest
Investment Associates (FIA)

Address: 754 NC 11 North Phone: (252) 398-1470 — Office
Ahoskie, NC 27910 (252) 209-7005 — Cell

Email: johncl@mdneal.com

Status: IHigh Interest [ Moderate Interest [ Low Interest [J No Interest

Grant Potential: I NHTF [1CWMTF "1 DU MARSH
I Other (explain) : The National Wild Turkey Federation and the NC
Wildlife Habitat Foundation have agreed to fund this acquisition.

Resources Assessment (Brief): This 7 acre tract sits directly adjacent to the “Longleaf Tract” of
Tillery Game Lands. The “Longleaf Tract” is part of the IP/TNC acquisition from 2007 and was
primarily funded by a grant from the NC Natural Heritage Trust Fund with the condition that a
majority of this 800 acre tract be restored to a functional longleaf forest type. The “Longleaf
Tract” tract contains a small remnant longleaf forest, currently under restoration, and an in-tact
herbaceous understory that is consistent with longleaf forest types typical of the region.

Prescribed fire will be the main tool used to manage these forests before, during and after the
process of longleaf forest restoration. This 7 acre tract is important in maintaining an
undeveloped buffer between theses managed forest areas and developing adjacent private land to
ensure that we can continue to use prescribed fire as our main management tool. Currently, this 7
acre tract is 18 year old, un-thinned loblolly pine plantation. It was previously owned by
International Paper prior to FIA acquisition in 2006.

Access Assessment: Access is excellent. This tract fronts on Mary Chapel Road (SR1117) and
an interior existing game land trail.

Game Lands Program Potential: I Yes - addition to Tillery Game Land
Recommendation: I Pursue Acquisition [ Defer [ Do not Pursue Acquisition

Map Attached: I Yes [JNo


mailto:johncl@mdneal.com

-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE II)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 7/7/2011

Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):
WRC previously approved pursuing this tract as a donation. However, the donation did not occur
as originally proposed. Revised acquisition plan is represented below:

Tract/Parcel:  FIA — Daniel Whitaker West

Acreage: 7

NC Wildlife Habitat Foundation: $7,000
NC Wild Turkey Federation: $7,000
James W. Cogdell Heritage Foundation: $7,000
WRC Operating Fund $7,000

Total Cost: $28,000

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.
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North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form

-INITIAL INVESTIGATION (PHASE 1)-

Date: August 24, 2011

Tract Name: Herbert Swain Tract, Sunny Point

Acreage: 83

County: Brunswick

Advertised Purchase Amount: (Market VValue) Unknown but estimate ~$2,500.00/acre
Based on Appraisal: [J Yes I No

Contact: Herbert Swain (owner)

Phone: 910-842-9300
Address: 394 Riverview Drive, Bolivia, NC 28422

Status: I High Interest 1 Moderate Interest [ Low Interest [] No Interest

Grant Potential: [0 NHTF 1 CWMTF
I Other: State Wildlife Grant, local land conservancy

Resources Assessment: This tract is adjacent to and contiguous with land owned by Military Ocean
Terminal at Sunny Point (MOTSU), and also adjacent to approximately 400 forested acres owned by
Brunswick County and 400 forested acres owned by the Clean Water Management Trust Fund. Together
these tracts comprise a landscape scale initiative aimed at the conservation of upland Longleaf Pine in an
area of exceptional biological diversity. Though the Swain Tract is incompletely surveyed, the
immediately adjacent MOTSU is known or suspected habitat for 90 species of amphibians and reptiles, 44
of which are state listed and/or SWAP priority species. Additionally, MOTSU harbors a population of the
federally endangered Red-Cockaded Woodpecker (RCW). Of particular significance, the Swain Tract
contains upland Longleaf Pine forest and 5 isolated wetlands. These habitats are likely used by the State
Threatened Carolina Gopher Frog, a species now known to occur at only 7 locations statewide. Gopher
frog tadpoles were recently located in a pond on MOTSU within 50 yards of the Swain tract. Large
Longleaf Pines occur throughout the property, but they are interspersed with Loblolly Pine and hardwood
species because of lack of prescribed fire over several decades. Acquiring this property would enhance
the sustainability of Gopher Frogs and RCWSs, as well as numerous other species of wildlife.

Access Assessment: This property is easily accessed by the entrance road to the Military Ocean Terminal
at Sunny Point.

Game Lands Program Potential: I Yes 1 No
Recommendation: I Pursue Acquisition [] Defer [ Do not Pursue Acquisition

Map Attached: I Yes [JNo



-FINAL ACQUISITION DETAILS (PHASE II)-

WRC Action/Approval to Pursue (Date): 10/13/2011

Acquisition Plan (specify total project cost, source and amount of OBLIGATED funds):

Tract/Parcel:  Herbert Swain
Acreage: 83

Natural Heritage Trust Fund:  $65,000
USF&W State Wildlife Grant: $65,000

Total Cost: $130,000

Anticipated Revenue and Stewardship Costs (10 Years): See attached tabular summary.
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CHOWAN SWAMP GAME LAND (continued)
The Nature Conservancy, N.C. Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources, N.C. Forestry Foundation,
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, Bertie and Hertford Counties
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, made and entered into by and between
the The Conservation Fund; hereinafter referred to as TCF; and the North Carolina
Wildlife Resources Commission, hereinafter referred to as Commission.

WITNESSETH:

THAT, WHEREAS, TCF is a nonprofit organization with an interest in establishing and
maintaining a trail on each of the following game lands tracts: Rose Creek tract, Pisgah
Game Land; Little Tablerock Mountain tract, Pisgah Game Land; and Saddle Mountain
tract, Mitchell River Game Land (see attached maps); and

WHERAS, construction and maintenance of these trails is for pedestrian travel only and
IS consistent with the primary use of the land.

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING IS SUBJECT TO THE
FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

1. The term of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) shall begin on the date
of the last signature below and continue until terminated by either party. The
MOU can be amended only by agreement of both parties.

2. TCF and the Commission shall jointly review all proposals for trail construction
and maintenance and all projects shall be approved by the Commission before any
work commences.

3. TCF shall be responsible for providing, contracting, and paying for all labor and
materials needed for construction or maintenance of trails. Any contractors or
subcontractors used shall be preapproved by the Commission.

4. The Commission shall maintain all gravel roads or firebreaks that are also utilized
as trails.

5. All necessary permissions needed for construction of that portion of the trail on
property adjacent the Saddle Mountain tract, Mitchell River Game Land shall be
obtained by TCF (see attached map).

6. Initial trail construction/maintenance can begin at any time and shall conclude by
September 29, 2012 on the Rose Creek Tract. Initial trail
construction/maintenance on the Little Tablerock Mountain and Saddle Mountain
tracts shall not begin before May 13, 2012 and shall conclude by September 29,
2012 on the Little Tablerock Mountain tract and by November 2, 2012 on the
Saddle Mountain tract. The timing of all subsequent trail construction or
maintenance shall be approved by the Commission.



7. Trail construction and maintenance shall occur under the following guidelines.

a. Tread width shall be no more than 3 ft. wide, except where the trail
follows established gravel roads, logging roads, or firebreaks.

b. Clearing width shall be no more than 4 ft., or 2 ft. on either side of the
actual walkway.

c. All clearing should be kept to a minimum and all vegetation to be
removed should be cut off flush with the ground.

d. The slope of the trail should be maintained at 10% or less. If steeper
slopes are unavoidable, waterbars will be constructed to slow runoff.

e. Any stream crossings will be limited to fords or bridges designed for foot
travel only.

f. Any changes to these trail guidelines must be approved by the
Commission.

8. Trail markers will be limited to a uniform marker jointly agreed upon by TCF and
the Commission. Trail markers will not be placed in locations that impede
management of the tract or any roads by the Commission.

9. The trail routes shall not be altered or the trails relocated unless the established
trail route is destroyed though natural disaster and the relocation(s) approved by
the Commission.

10. The Commission agrees to allow the approved contractor(s) to camp in a mutually
agreed upon area on each subject game land during the time of active
construction.

11. TCF, its contractors, and/or volunteers agree to enter the game lands at their own
risk and will be responsible for any damage or injury occurring to any party as a
result of their activities, and further agree to hold harmless the State of North
Carolina by reason of any claim thereof.

12. TCF, its volunteers and/or contractors agree to comply with all game land
regulations. Any desired activities that do not comply with game lands
regulations shall be preapproved by the Commission.

13. All parties agree to jointly review the terms and conditions of this MOU no less
frequently than once every five years to insure that it continues to meet the
desired intent.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have hereunto set the hands and seals, in
duplicate, the day and year first above mentioned.

In the presence of: The Conservation Fund

By:

Date:

N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission

By:

Gordon S. Myers, Executive Director

Date:
















Tar River Game Land Camping Platform Proposal

Tar River Camping Platform Project

Submitted By:

Richard Andrews
Environmental Projects Manager
Pamlico-Tar River Foundation
P.0. Box 1854 Washington, NC 27889

www.ptrf.org
November 9, 2011


http://www.ptrf.org/

Project Description

The Pamlico-Tar River Foundation (PTRF) has been an advocate for public access, including
canoeing/kayaking, to the Tar-Pamlico River System since its founding in 1981. In 2001, PTRF began
developing the Beaufort County Canoe/Kayak Paddle Trail Guide and Complete Atlas, in cooperation
with the Mid-East Resource Conservation and Development Council, Beaufort County, The NC Division
of Parks and Recreation, and Weyerhaeuser Corporation. While PTRF's primary goal is the protection of
water quality within the Tar-Pamlico River Basin, PTRF is continually developing and implementing
programs that promote ecotourism, educate local citizens about the area's abundant natural resources, and
expose people to aspects of the river/estuary that would otherwise go unnoticed.

The original concept for this project along the Tar River was developed by a graduate student intern at
PTRF in 2008. The student was hired to determine the feasibility of various overnight camping facilities
along the lower Tar River between Greenville and Washington. In discussions with current recreational
users of the river, PTRF discovered a perceived need for overnight camping facilities, especially during
high flows as typical riverside camping areas at sand bars and point bars disappear. Providing public
access to the river, a public resource, via raised camping platforms will promote greater recreational use,
reduce safety concerns of current illegal camping, and help promote local small town economies by
increasing tourism throughout the watershed.

Utilizing PTRF’s feasibility study and the Roanoke River Partner’s existing campsite/camping platform
system along the Roanoke River as a model, PTRF is proposing similar trailside facilities along the Tar
River and Fishing Creek. PTRF is interested in partnering with the local landowners and the N.C.
Wildlife Resources Commission, who owns and manages several tracts along the Tar River and Fishing
Creek, to build a connected system of raised wooden camping platform along the Tar River. The success
of the system along the Roanoke River in promoting ecotourism in Eastern NC, helping local businesses,
and promoting the area's abundant natural resources has been the inspiration for this project. The
Pamlico-Tar River Foundation has been working closely with partners to help bring people to this
economically depressed region and utilize one of the area's best assets, the river. PTRF believes that
ecotourism will become the foundation of Eastern North Carolina's economy during future generations,
and the Tar River Camping Platform Project is a perfect example of how to promote economic and
recreational interests in the area.

The proposed Tar River Camping Platform system will provide overnight access to the Tar River for
canoe and kayakers, recreational boaters, hunters, and fishermen. As gas prices rise, more people are
adopting the sport of paddling every year. Also, current users of the river such as hunters and fisherman
lack legal overnight camping facilities along the river. Currently, a paddler wanting to organize an
excursion along the Tar River has two choices: a day paddle with no legal overnight facilities or an
overnight paddle with a campsite on private property or in a relatively unsecure or unsafe location.
Providing safe overnight camping facilities would alleviate much of the unlawful, rogue camping which
now takes place along the river.

PTRF's ultimate goal is for a continuous series of camping platforms beginning at the most upstream
navigable waters in Granville County to the mouth of the Tar River in Washington. Fishing Creek, a
large tributary to the Tar River, has also been identified as part of the long-term plan. Camping platforms



on Fishing Creek will begin just downstream from Medoc Mountain State Park, tie-in with upstream
existing facilities at the state park for launching and day use, and tie-in with downstream platforms along
the Tar River downstream from its confluence with Fishing Creek.

Phase |

Phase | of the Tar River Camping Platform Project will consist of 4-6 new camping platforms at strategic
locations (see Project Overview Map in Appendix) and 2 existing campsite facilities managed by the City
of Rocky Mount at Rocky Mount’s Battle Park and campsites at the City of Greenville’s River Park
North. PTRF has proposed 2 platform locations between Rocky Mount and Tarboro. One identified site
is at Mr. Joel Bourne’s farm near Dunbar and the second site is a proposed “Future Site” just downstream
from the confluence of the Tar River and Fishing Creek (See Proposed Confluence of Tar River and
Fishing Creek Camping Platform Map in Appendix), meaning that the particular area of the river is ideal
because it creates connectivity with other proposed sites and fall within the ideal (8-12 mile) gap between
sites. Implementing this platform, which is still in the conceptual phase, is going to be a key component
before moving on to Phase 1l because it will tie in with the Phase 11 system along Fishing Creek.

PTRF is proposing 1 platform downstream from the Town of Tarboro at the N.C. Wildlife Resources
Commission’s Tar River Game Lands (See Proposed Tar River Game Land Camping Platform Map in
Appendix). Between this proposed platform and the City of Greenville, PTRF is interested in
implementing at least 2 more platforms to create better connectivity and close the existing gap. We do
recognize that gaps do exist in the Phase | plan; however, we are at the mercy of where we can identify
participating landowners.

PTRF will tie-in with existing facilities at Greenville’s River Park North, and 2 more platforms are
proposed downstream of Greenville at Dr. Stan Riggs’ property and Mr. Lee Dawson’s property. (See
additional maps in Appendix showing locations of these proposed platforms as well as all other maps
which show river mileages between existing and proposed sites as well as existing recreational put-in and
take-out points along the river.)

Phase | of the camping platform project will also incorporate previous planning efforts, established paddle
trails such as the lower Tar River trail (City of Rocky Mount), and current access points along the river.
Much work has been done to date to provide safe accesses to the river for access to the various paddle
trails, and camping platforms will only enhance past efforts by providing overnight facilities for paddle
trail users, thru paddlers, hunters and fishermen.

Phase 11

Phase 11 of the project will consist of a platform system along Fishing Creek. PTRF plans to use the same
model as in Phase | where sites will be identified approximately 8-12 miles apart. The first platform will
be downstream from Medoc Mountain State Park on Little Fishing Creek. This will allow the project to
tie-in with existing park facilities at Medoc Mountain. The last proposed platform along Fishing Creek
will be about 10 miles upstream of the confluence of Fishing Creek and the Tar River. Hopefully during
Phase I, a platform will be constructed along the Tar River just downstream of the confluence of the
Fishing Creek and the Tar River. Strategic placement of a platform upstream of the confluence on



Fishing Creek about 10 miles, which is an average day paddle, and a platform along the Tar just
downstream of the confluence will allow connectivity between the two phases of the project.

Phase 111

Phase 111 of the project will consist of a platform system beginning at the uppermost navigable limits of
the Tar River in Granville County ending in Rocky Mount, where it will tie in to the City of Rocky
Mount’s existing campsite system. Proposed platform locations approximately 8-12 miles apart will be
identified as PTRF identifies landowners along the river who are willing to participate.

Funding

PTRF has secured a donation from the Jo Allison and Eddie Smith Foundation (Grady White Boats) for
$15,000 to fund the project startup costs. PRTF has also secured a $5000 grant from the N.C. Division of
Parks and Recreation’s Adopt-A-Trails Program to partially fund construction of a platform. The N.C.
Adopt-A-Trails Program Grant will be used for building materials and labor only and the Grady White
donation can be used for building materials, construction labor, and marketing costs for the project.

Online Reservation and Permit System

PTRF will devote one full page of the www.ptrf.org website to information about the camping platform
system and will also have an online calendar, reservation, and permit purchasing system. PTRF’s model
for this is the Roanoke River Partner’s current system, which can be found at
http://www.roanokeriverpartners.org/RiverCamping.htm for river camping information and
http://www.roanokeriverpartners.org/Camping%20Reservations.htm for online reservation information
and permit purchasing. PTRF will require all users of the platforms to purchase a permit in order to use
the facilities. A nominal fee will be charged for each permit. Revenues earned from permit sales will be
used for future maintenance of existing platforms and future expansion of the system. Each permit holder
will be required to provide all personal and emergency contact information. Valid identification will be
required while permit holders are using the platforms.

Liability Insurance

During the construction of the first platform, PTRF will be purchasing a liability insurance policy which
will cover PTRF and the landowner against potential liability issues that might arise from use of the
platforms. PTRF has already been quoted on a policy which will cover the first platform and any
additional platforms constructed in the project. While PTRF would be the primary policy holders, each
landowner would be added as additional insureds. The policy would provide a public liability of
$1,000,000, and $2,000,000 aggregate. Premises medical payments would be $5000. This means that
PTRF and the landowner would be covered for up to $1,000,000 per ocurrance for accidents and that
$2,000,000 total is the most that the policy would pay in the policy period. The med pay would cover the
general public if someone is injured, without regard to negligence.


http://www.ptrf.org/
http://www.roanokeriverpartners.org/RiverCamping.htm
http://www.roanokeriverpartners.org/Camping%20Reservations.htm

Rules and Regulations

Please see the attached Rules and Regulations in the Appendix.

PTRF has opted to follow Roanoke River Partners' model of using raised wooden camping platforms for
several reasons. In researching the potential environmental impacts of "on-the-ground" traditional
campsites, we found that the potential effect to the riparian buffer or adjacent floodplain could be more
severe, as PTRF could not confine the campers to a specified "use area”. Requiring the campers to camp
on the wooden platform confines them to a specified area and therefore reduces the surrounding impact to
the riparian buffer along the river. By using raised wooden platforms, the impact footprint (16°x32") will
be smaller and the "use area™ will be more defined.

Maintenance

PTRF has over 2000 members. Many of our members are avid paddlers, fisherman, and hunters and are
willing to voluntarily inspect and maintain the platforms. Inspections of each platform will be scheduled
on a bi-monthly to monthly basis, depending upon weather and river levels. Issues such as downed
limbed, exposed nails, rotten or warped boards, floods, trash, etc. have been anticipated. Although we
have proposed a “Leave No Trace” policy for all platforms and explicitly outlined a trash/human waste
policy, problems with non-permitted users and persons not following the policies and rules may arise. Our
system of volunteers will handle any of these issues and keep each site in optimal working order.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
AND

PAMLICO-TAR RIVER FOUNDATION

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby made and entered into by and between the N.C.
Wildlife Resources Commission, hereinafter referred to as “NCWRC” and the Pamlico-Tar River
Foundation, hereinafter referred to as the “PTRF".

A. PURPOSE:

The purpose of this MOU is to establish a working and functional partnership between NCWRC
and PTRF in the planning and implementation of the Tar River Camping Platform System at the
proposed campsite location owned and managed by NCWRC on the Tar River Game Land Tract
near Tarboro, NC.

B. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFITS AND INTERESTS:

NCWRC's benefits include an active partnership with PTRF to promote the Tar River as a natural
resource to paddlers and recreational users and to help promote ecotourism in Eastern NC by
providing an overnight facility along the river for various user groups, including current hunters
and fishermen utilizing the Tar River Game Land Tract.

The benefits for PTRF though this cooperative effort are created through the launching of the Tar
River Camping Platform System. This camping platform will be the first platform constructed in
this system and PTRF hopes that this platform will create momentum and support for additional
platforms along the river to complete the overall plan for a comprehensive and connected series
of overnight facilities along the river.

C. N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission SHALL:

1. Provide the specified location for the construction of a 16’ x 32’ raised wooden
camping platform adjacent to the river on the Tar River Game Land Tract.

2. Provide access (viathe river) to the camping platform for all users who have made
proper reservations and purchased proper use permits for the platform.

3. Allow access via water to the platform for construction and routine inspection and
maintenance with prior approved notification from PTRF staff members or
volunteers.

4. Allow PTRF to install signage on trees next to the river at the specified site and
upstream of the site in order to clearly indicate the location of the platform to users.

5. Support long term use of the camping platform and reserves the right to give a 30
day written notice to cancel the MOU and provide comments for doing so.

D. PTRF SHALL:
1. Secure funds to construct a 16’ x 32’ raised wooden camping platform adjacent to the
river on the Tar River Game Land Tract



2. Construct the platform in a timely and unobtrusive manner at the proposed location
and leave the site clean and pristine following the construction.

3. Construct the platform in the specified location without removal of any large trees or
otherwise marketable timber greater than 4 inches DBH.

4. Secure and pay for a liability insurance policy protecting PTRF and NCWRC (NCWRC
will be named as an additional insured on the policy) from potential liability for
accidents or other unexpected occurrences on the platform itself or on the game land
in the vicinity of the platform.

5. Require all users of the platform to sign a liability waiver form to help release PTRF
and NCWRC of liability associated with the use of the platform.

6. Handle all reservations and scheduling associated with the use of the platforms and
require each user to purchase a permit.

7. Ensurethat users adhere to all rules and guidelines associated with the use of this
particular platform.

8. Routinely inspect, maintain and clean the platform and the immediately surrounding
area to ensure maximum safety.

10. PTRF staff and/or volunteers are aware that special circumstances may arise where
immediate attention or maintenance may be needed at the platform and PTRF will be
committed to resolving any unexpected situation in a timely matter as to alleviate
landowner concerns.

11. Support long term use of the camping platform and reserves the right to give a 30 day
written notice to cancel the MOU and provide comments for doing so.

E. ACCOUNTABILITY

PTRF will be held accountable for all expenses related to the construction, maintenance, routine
inspection, insurance, signage, marketing, reservations, scheduling, and any other issues that
may arise with the use of the platform. Currently PTRF has secured a $15,000 private donation
and a $5000 state Adopt-A-Trails grant to construct this platform and create the necessary
means of support for launching and marketing the project. PTRF plans to have a web based
reservation and scheduling system, and PTRF staff will support this system and will be available
to help users by providing any information they might need to make their experience at the
camping platform as positive as possible.

Since this platform will be the first platform for proposed Tar River Camping Platform System,
this platform is crucial to the success of the overall project. It is in PTRF’s best interest and the
best interest of this project to ensure positive feedback from the use of this platform in order to
build momentum and future support for the additional platforms within the proposed system.

F. ITIS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED BY AND BETWEEN THE PARTIES THAT:



MODIFICATION. Modifications within the scope of this instrument shall be made by mutual
consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification, signed and dated by all the
parties, prior to any changes being performed.

PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. This instrument in no way restricts either party from
participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and

individuals.

TERMINATION. Any of the parties may terminate the instrument in whole, or in part, at any
time before the date of the expiration.

PRINCIPAL CONTACTS. The principal contacts for this instrument are:

Gordon Myers-Executive Director
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
NCSU Centennial Campus

1701 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1701

Phone: (919) 707-0151

Richard Andrews- Project Manager
Post Office Box 1854

108 Gladden Phone: (252) 823-2220
Washington, NC 27889

Phone: 252-946-7211

Email: Richard@ptrf.org

NON-FUND OBLIGATING DOCUMENT. This instrument is neither a fiscal nor a funds
obligation document. Any endeavor or transfer of anything of value involving

reimbursement or contribution of funds between the parties to this instrument will be
handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including those for
Government procurement and printing. Such endeavors will be outlined in separate
agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be
independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority. This instrument does not
provide such authority. Specifically, this instrument does not establish authority for
noncompetitive award to the cooperator of any contract or other agreement. Any contract
or agreement for training or other services must fully comply with all applicable
requirements for competition.


mailto:Richard@ptrf.org

This MOU will remain active over the course of the fiscal years 2011-2031 and reviewed
every five years by both parties.

Enter the date the agreement will become effective.

Gordon Myers David Emmerling
Executive Director Executive Director
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission Pamlico-Tar River Foundation

(Date) (Date)



Camping Platform Regulations

Permits
All camping platform users must carry a valid permit for use. Number of users must not
exceed number on permit.

Age Requirements
Responsible party must be 18 or older.

Check In/Check Out
Platform users should occupy camping platforms no earlier than 3 p.m. of the first day
and no later than 11 a.m. of the last day of rental/permit.

Cooking and Use of Fire

NO open fires are permitted anywhere (that includes on the platforms, in the vicinity of
the platforms, or anywhere on the landowner’s land). Camp stoves are recommended
for cooking.

Toilets
Portable toilets with disposable bags are required.

All Trail and Camping Platform users are encouraged to use the

Basic Principles of Leave No Trace

7 Plan Ahead and Prepare

JTravel and Camp on Durable Surfaces

" Dispose of Waste Properly

JLeave What You Find

2 Minimize Campfire Impacts (No open fires on ANY Platforms)
T Respect Wildlife

Be Considerate of Other Visitors

Leave No Trace, Inc. is a national non-profit organization dedicated to promoting and inspiring outdoor
recreation through education, research and partnerships. Leave No Trace builds awareness, appreciation
and respect for our wildlands. For more information, visit the Leave No Trace website at
http://www.Int.org.



For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ptrf.org.
Liability Waiver for Tar River Camping Platform Users

This waiver must be read, understood and signed by user.
Paddlers are strongly encouraged to use qualified guides.

Paddling, navigating and primitive camping skills are needed for this trail. Users may not encounter other
boaters and may have to rely on personal skills in emergencies.

Some trail sections are remote and may not consistently provide sufficient connections for use of
mobile phones.

Platform maintenance is performed periodically. Due to the nature of the environment, users may
encounter unsafe conditions on a platform, blocked trails, missing trail signs or other hazards.

Users must assess the safety of trails and platforms based on conditions at that time.

Paddlers should check their chosen sources for changing weather and water levels as either can
produce unexpected and dangerous conditions.

The Tar River Camping Platform guide, maps and other information provided by the Pamlico-Tar River
Foundation, are not intended as the only guides for navigation or camping information on the Tar River or
its tributaries. While every effort has been made to make this information as accurate as possible, some
map portions may not be to scale, and maps do not identify all landmarks or navigational hazards which
are present in the river and its tributaries.

Boating and camping on the Tar River and its tributaries are inherently dangerous activities. The Tar
River basin is home to numerous dangerous plants and animals, including venomous snakes,
mosquitoes, spiders, as well as other natural hazards. Users of this Trail and the Tar River camping
platforms are urged to use common sense and to take appropriate precautions and care to avoid
accidents and injuries. Many of these dangers are a natural part of the Tar-Pamlico River basin
ecosystem and contribute to the beauty and allure of this region. Paddlers, boaters, and other users of
the camping platforms and canoe trail assume these inherent risks and dangers.

| certify that | have read and understand the risks and dangers of using the
Tar River Camping Platforms. | accept these risks and dangers, stated and
unstated.

User’s Signature:

Signature Date:

Platforms Rented:

Dates Rented:
SIGN & RETURN this form WITH your check to:
Pamlico-Tar River Foundation

PO Box 1854
Washington, NC 27889


http://www.ptrf.org/

For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ptrf.org.



Suggested Gear

Safety

Each paddler should wear a properly fitting life preserver! Suggested safety supplies
include: flashlights & extra batteries, safety whistle, basic first aid kits, cell phones in
waterproof bag (although they may not always operate in remote areas), knife or multi-
tool, maps, proper clothing (and extra clothes) for wet weather and cooler seasons, and
other items as needed. Extra paddles.

Boats
Canoes, kayaks and small flatboats. Water levels can vary significantly around
platforms.

Tents & Tarps
Self-standing tents only. Mosquito fly and ground cloth suggested for summer. Tarps
with grommets are useful for rainy weather. Spare rope.

Sleeping
Sleeping bags, cots or thick pads are recommended for wooden platform surface. Plan
for cooler weather. Pack sleeping (and other supplies) in waterproof bags.

Cooking & Food Prep

No open fires or wood fires are permitted so bring gas-fired camp stoves or charcoal
grills. Bring sufficient water for drinking, bathing and “kitchen” needs. Use biodegradable
soap (sparingly). Don't forget plastic bags for garbage (pack in/pack out). Minimize
scraps

Bug Protection

Deer flies (locally called yellow flies) can be particularly annoying in July and August.
Repellants do not seem to affect them so use bug-net headgear and suits. (If you
should discover a repellant that works, contact us at info@ptrf.org!) Mosquitoes respond
to DEET and other repellants. Deer flies are not usually a problem on the platforms.
Mosquitoes are worst around sunset and can be avoided with tents, repellants or
netting. Smoldering bug “coils” may also be useful. Candles are not permitted.

Personal Hygiene/Waste

Portable toilets are required. Don’ forget toilet tissue (pack in/pack out). Large & small
plastic bags for trash and storage.

For more information, visit our web site at http://www.ptrf.org



http://www.ptrf.org/

Maps

Tar River Gameland Tract



Proposed Project Phase | Overview



Rocky Mount Paddle Trail Overview
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Image courtesy of City of Rocky Mount Parks and Recreation Dept. http://www.rockymountnc.gov/parks/trails.html

Rocky Mount Nash County Paddle Trail Map

Image courtesy of City of Rocky Mount Parks and Recreation Dept. http://www.rockymountnc.gov/parks/trails.html



http://www.rockymountnc.gov/parks/trails.html

Rocky Mount - Upper Tar Paddle Trail

Image courtesy of City of Rocky Mount Parks and Recreation Dept. http://www.rockymountnc.gov/parks/trails.html



Rocky Mount — Lower Tar River Paddle Trail Map

Image courtesy of City of Rocky Mount Parks and Recreation Dept. http://www.rockymountnc.gov/parks/trails.html



Rocky Mount — Tar Reservoir Camping Platform

Image courtesy of City of Rocky Mount Parks and Recreation Dept. http://www.rockymountnc.gov/parks/trails.html

Rocky Mount — Rocky Mount Mills Camping Platform

Image courtesy of City of Rocky Mount Parks and Recreation Dept. http://www.rockymountnc.gov/parks/trails.html



Existing Rocky Mount Mills Platform to Proposed Joel Bourne Camping
Platform



Proposed Joel Bourne Camping Platform



Proposed Joel Bourne Camping Platform to Proposed Tar River Game Land
Camping Platform



Proposed Confluence of Fishing Creek and Tar River Camping Platform

(has yet to be determined)



Proposed Tar River Game Lands Camping Platform



Proposed Tar River Game Lands Camping Platform to Existing City of
Greenville River Park North Facilities



City of Greenville River Park North Existing Facilities



Existing River Park North Facilities to Proposed Stan Riggs Camping
Platform



Proposed Stan Riggs Camping Platform



Proposed Stan Riggs Camping Platform to Proposed Lee Dawson Camping
Platform



Proposed Lee Dawson Camping Platform



Proposed Lee Dawson Camping Platform to City of Washington Take Out
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EXHIBIT P-1

May 3, 2012

Summary of Public Comments on Proposals to Allow Night Hunting of Coyotes and Feral Swine
and Administrative Changes to Remove Wild Boar from the N.C. Administrative Code

Proposal Proposal Text Position Count
W1 Allow coyote hunting at night with artificial 2616 = Agree
lights. 1251 = Disagree
W2 Allow feral swine hunting at night with 2580 = Agree
artificial lights. 1015 = Disagree
W3 Remove requirement that wild boar harvest be | 2429 = Agree
reported. 762 = Disagree
W4 Remove limitations on archery equipment that | 2570 = Agree
may be used for wild boar. 547 = Disagree




Summary of Public Comments by District on Proposals to Allow Night Hunting of Coyotes and Feral Swine and to Remove Wild Boar from the Administrative Code

Proposal

W1

Allow coyote
hunting at night
with artificial
lights.

District 1

Agree=94
Disagree=43

District 2

Agree= 297
Disagree=93

District 3

Agree= 353
Disagree=125

District 4

Agree=179
Disagree=36

District 5

Agree= 344
Disagree=142

District 6

Agree= 467
Disagree=78

District 7

Agree= 346
Disagree=57

District 8

Agree= 260
Disagree=49

District 9

Agree= 191
Disagree=103

Out of State

Agree= 85
Disagree=525

W2

Allow feral
swine hunting at
night with
artificial lights.

Agree=94
Disagree=34

Agree= 292
Disagree=82

Agree= 350
Disagree=103

Agree=178
Disagree=30

Agree= 342
Disagree=105

Agree= 455
Disagree=72

Agree= 306
Disagree=59

Agree= 249
Disagree=42

Agree= 189
Disagree=89

Agree= 125
Disagree=399

W3

Remove
requirement
that wild boar
harvest be
reported.

Agree=90
Disagree=19

Agree= 259
Disagree=57

Agree= 332
Disagree=78

Agree=169
Disagree=25

Agree= 333
Disagree=78

Agree=419
Disagree=75

Agree= 265
Disagree=58

Agree= 241
Disagree=38

Agree= 199
Disagree=41

Agree= 122
Disagree=293

W4

Remove
limitations on
archery
equipment that
may be used for
wild boar.

Agree=103
Disagree=6

Agree= 289
Disagree=30

Agree= 344
Disagree=50

Agree=178
Disagree=13

Agree= 343
Disagree=61

Agree=433
Disagree=50

Agree= 287
Disagree=31

Agree=253
Disagree=20

Agree= 205
Disagree=31

Agree= 135
Disagree=255




Letters Pertaining to Proposals to Allow Night Hunting of Coyotes and Feral

Swine

In addition to the individual comments tallied, the Commission received the
following letters* representing organizations:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Supports hunting feral swine at night with artificial lights (W2). Supports hunting
coyotes at night with artificial lights in all counties of the state except for Dare, Tyrell,
Hyde, Washington and Beaufort (W1).

N.C. Wildlife Federation, signed by Tim Gestwicki, executive director

Supports hunting coyotes and feral swine at night with artificial lights (W1&W?2).
N.C. Farm Bureau, signed by Larry Wooten, president

Opposes hunting coyotes and feral swine at night with artificial lights on National Forests
(W1 and W2).
Forest Service, USDA, signed by Keith Lawrence, acting forest supervisor

Opposes hunting coyotes at night with artificial lights (W1).
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, DOI, signed by Cynthia K. Dohner, regional director

Opposes hunting coyotes at night with artificial lights (W1).
National Wolfwatcher Coalition, signed by Dave Hornoff, president

Opposes hunting coyotes and feral swine at night with artificial lights (W1&W?2).
Animal Welfare Institute and Project Coyote, signed by Tara Zuardo, wildlife associate
on behalf of Camilla H. Fox, executive director,

*Complete letters provided electronically along with letters from individuals.



EXHIBIT P-2

May 3, 2012

Coyote and Feral Swine Permanent Rules
Staff recommends the Wildlife Resources Commission:
1) adopt the following permanent rules and

2) authorize the Rules Coordinator to pursue temporary rule-making for any of the
following rules if any of them are subject to a delayed effective date pursuant to G.S.
150B-21.3(b1).

15A NCAC 10B .0219 COYOTE
(a) There is no closed season for taking coyotes by hunting. Coyotes may be taken by hunting anytime during the
day or night.
(b)There are no bag limit restrictions on coyotes.
(c) Manner of Take. Hunters may use electronic eaHs- calls and artificial lights.
History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-291.1; 113-291.2;
Eff. July 1, 1993.
Amended Eff. January 1, 2012
Amended Eff. August 1, 2012

15A NCAC 10B .0223 FERAL SWINE
(a) Open season. There is no closed season for taking feral swine by hunting._Feral swine may be taken by hunting
anytime during the day or night.
(b) Bag-limits: There are no bag limit restrictions:restrictions on feral swine.
(c) Manner of take. Hunters may use artificial lights.
History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-129; 113-134; 113-291; 113-291.1 113-291.2
Temporary Adoption Eff. October 1, 2011
Eff. January 1, 2012
Eff. August 1, 2012

15A NCAC 10B .0113 BIG GAME KILL REPORTS

(@) Upon killing a bear, deer deer~wild-boar; or wild turkey and before moving the animal from the site of kill, the
successful hunter shall validate the Big Game Harvest Report Card furnished with the big game hunting license by
cutting or punching out the validation box that correctly identifies the big game animal harvested. In lieu of the Big
Game Harvest Report Card, antlerless deer may be recorded as outlined above on the Bonus Antlerless Deer Harvest
Report Card acquired from the Wildlife Resources Commission or a Wildlife Service Agent.

(b) Before any harvested bear, deer deer—wild-bear, or wild turkey is skinned, dressed, or dismembered for
consumption and within 24 hours of the kill, the animal must be registered with a Wildlife Cooperator Agent or
registered through the Electronic Big Game Reporting System. Deer harvested during the urban deer season
specified in 15A NCAC 10B .0203(e) shall be registered through the Electronic Big Game Reporting System and
shall not be registered with a Wildlife Cooperator Agent. The hunter may field dress the animal at the site of kill or
before registering it by bleeding and removing the digestive, respiratory, and circulatory organs; but, the hunter may
not mutilate the carcass in a manner that obscures its species identity, age, or sex. When the kill occurs in a remote
area, which prevents the animal from being transported as an entire carcass, the animal may be skinned and
quartered before being registered. When a hunter harvests a big game animal in a remote area and plans to remain



in the remote area for longer than a day, the 24-hour time limit to register the kill is extended until the hunter leaves
the area. Upon leaving the remote area, the hunter shall register the kill within 24 hours.
(c) When a hunter registers a kill with a Wildlife Cooperator Agent, the Wildlife Cooperator Agent shall issue an
authorization number that includes the date of kill to the big game hunter. The hunter shall record the authorization
number given by the Wildlife Cooperator Agent or obtained through the Electronic Big Game Reporting System in
the space provided immediately adjacent to the validation box that has been cut or punched out on the Big Game
Harvest Report Card or the Bonus Antlerless Deer Harvest Report Card. The record entered on the Big game
Harvest Report Card or the Bonus Antlerless Deer Harvest Report Card shall thereafter constitute authorization for
the continued possession of the carcass. Possession of a harvested bear, deer deer-wild-bear, or wild turkey without
the validated Big Game Harvest Report Card or Bonus Antlerless Deer Harvest Report Card where applicable,
including the authorization number obtained from a Wildlife Cooperator Agent or through the Electronic Big Game
Reporting System is unlawful.
(d) Persons who kill a big game animal and leave it unattended shall identify the carcass with their name, their
hunting license number, and the date of kill. Once an unattended animal is registered the animal need only be
identified with the authorization number received by registering the kill. It is unlawful for a person to possess a Big
Game Harvest Report Card or Bonus Antlerless Deer Harvest Report Card on which the species validation box has
been cut or punched out, but on which the authorization number received by registering the kill has not been
recorded, unless the animal is in the person's possession or is identified as described in this Paragraph and not more
than 24 hours have passed since the harvest.
(e) Persons who are by law exempt from the big game hunting license shall obtain a Big Game Harvest Report Card
or Bonus Antlerless Deer Harvest Report Card for License Exempt Hunters from a Wildlife Service Agent. Upon
harvesting a bear, deer deer—wid-bear; or wild turkey, the exempt person shall validate the Big Game Harvest
Report Card or Bonus Antlerless Deer Harvest Report Card and register the kill as provided by this Rule.
(f) Persons who use special tags issued pursuant to G.S. 113-291.2(e) to validate the harvest of a deer shall follow
the tagging and reporting requirements set forth by statute and are not obligated to take any action under this Rule.
History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-270.3; 113-276.1;

Eff. February 1, 1976;

Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1997; July 1, 1995; July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993; July 1, 1989;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;

Amended Eff. August 1, 2010; June 1, 2009; May 1, 2007; May 1, 2004; July 1, 2000.

Amended Eff. August 1, 2012

15A NCAC 10B .0116 PERMITTED ARCHERY EQUIPMENT
(@ Only longbows and recurved bows having a minimum pull of 40 pounds, compound bows having a minimum
pull of 35 pounds and crossbows shall be used for taking game.
(b) Only arrows with a fixed minimum broadhead width of seven-eighths of an inch or a mechanically opening
broadhead with a width of at least seven-eighths of an inch in the open position shall be used for taking bear, deer
deer-wild-bear or wild turkey. Blunt-type arrow heads may be used in taking small animals and birds including
rabbits, squirrels, quail, grouse and pheasants. Poisonous, drugged, barbed, or explosive arrowheads shall not be
used for taking any game.
(c) Crossbows shall have a minimum pull rated at least 150 pounds. Heads on bolts used with crossbows shall
conform to those described for arrows in Paragraph (b) of this Rule.
History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-291.1(a);
Eff. September 1, 1980;
Amended Eff. July 10, 2010; May 1, 2007; August 1, 2002; July 1, 2000; July 1, 1998; July 1,
1996; August 1, 1990;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2012




EXHIBIT Q

May 3, 2012

Swine Trapping Permanent Rules

Currently, feral swine trapping is allowed under temporary rules. Permanent rules must be
adopted to replace temporary rules in order for this activity to continue. Staff recommends the
Wildlife Resources Commission notice the following permanent rules for public comment and
one public hearing:

15A NCAC 10B .0303 OPEN SEASONS
(a) General. Following are the seasons for taking by trapping fur-bearing animals as defined in G.S. 113-129(7a),
coyotes, armadillos, and groundhogs, all dates being inclusive:

Q) November 1 through the last day of February except for that part of the state described in
Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph.

2 December 1 through the last day of February in and east of Hertford, Bertie, Martin, Pitt, Greene,
Lenoir, Duplin, Pender and New Hanover counties.

(3) Trapping coyotes is allowed during times and with methods described by local laws in counties
where local laws have established fox trapping seasons even when those seasons fall outside the
regular trapping seasons described above.

4) Nutria may be trapped east of 1-77 at any time.

(b) Feral Swine. There is no closed season for trapping feral swine subject to the following restrictions:

(1) In addition to a hunting or trapping license, a permit issued by the Wildlife Resources Commission is
required to trap feral swine. Individuals exempted from license requirements under the provisions
specified in G.S. 113-276 may trap feral swine without a hunting or trapping license, but must acquire
the permit.

(2) Eeral swine may be live-trapped using only corral or box traps. Corral and box traps must be
constructed in a manner such that a non-target animal can be easily released or can escape without
harm. The permit number must be displayed on all traps.

(3) Feral swine must be euthanized while in the trap and may not be removed alive from any trap.

Note: See 15A NCAC 10D .0102(f) for other trapping restrictions on game lands.

15ANCAC 10B .0304 BAG LIMITS
There are no restrictions on bag limits of furbearers, coyotes, er-groundhogs—groundhogs, and feral swine.
Note: Where local laws govern trapping, or are in conflict with these regulations, the local law shall prevail.







The changes to these rules cover basically four areas:

The WRC is amending rule text to allow for new captive cervid facilities to be constructed. This construction
has been allowed in the past; however a moratorium has been in place for a number of years. The current rule
states that the captive cervid facility shall be surrounded by a fence of sufficient strength and design to contain
the animal under any circumstances, at least eight feet high. The new parameters for allowed construction will
be done in accordance to new standards in Rule 15A NCAC 10H .0302, in which the new fencing standards
will be enhanced to help prevent wild deer and captive deer from coming into direct contact with each other.
This new standard will include the existing eight foot high fence standard and in addition, a standard that
includes two strands of electrified wire along the inside perimeter to ensure no contact between wild deer and
captive cervid.

The WRC is also amending rule text to allow for the expansion of existing cervid facilities. Under current rule,
only licensees with certified herds may expand pen size or the number of pens on the licensed facility to
increase the holding capacity of that facility. The proposed rule will allow any existing facility to expand, but
must adhere to the new fencing standards for new facilities. This new rule covers not only the expanded
fencing area, but also directs the old fenced area to be retrofitted to meet the new standards.

The WRC is also amending rule text to allow importation of captive cervid as allowed in Rule 15A NCAC 10B
.0101, yet only under strict guidelines. First only those captive cervid licensees with certified herds will be
allowed to import. Secondly, there will be absolutely no importation from any state or province in which Chronic
Wasting Disease (CWD) has already been detected. Importation of species in which CWD has not been
documented by the scientific community has also been modified.

The proposed rule changes also addresses testing of cervids for CWD, the issuance of captivity licenses and
the ability to transport cervids within the state. The proposed amendment for the transportation permit rule is
that under current rule a cervid could only be transported from one certified herd to another certified herd in
North Carolina. The proposal is that the destination herd for a cervid does not have to be certified.

HISTORY OF CWD PREVENTION IN THE STATE

The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) is responsible for the conservation, management and wise
use of over 1,000 native species of fish, birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates in the state of
North Carolina. This amended rule text is being adopted at the request of the regulated community. There is a
small core group of licensees (6-8 facilities) that keep/raise deer for profit. These licensees would like to see
the industry expand in North Carolina by allowing new facilities. WRC wants to keep any new deer in new
facilities from contacting wild deer in order to reduce the chance for cross contamination . The other licensees
in this state are zoos, nature parks, people who keep deer as “pets”, etc.

Although the requirement for people who hold wild animals in captivity to obtain a WRC-issued license has
existed for decades, this requirement was not been stringently enforced until CWD became a national threat in
2002. CWD is a highly contagious disease that is always fatal. Therefore, the potential to have CWD in either
a free-ranging or captive cervid herd is extremely concerning to wildlife biologists and others interested in
sound management of deer. Since that time North Carolina has been very proactive in efforts to protect wild
and captive cervids from CWD. Early efforts consisted of implementation of temporary rules relative to
movement and possession of cervids followed by a more deliberative approach to crafting rules and statutes to



insure continued protection of public and private wildlife resources. In addition, legal captive cervid facilities
were offered a buyout option using up to $250,000 of the Wildlife Endowment Fund. This buyout opportunity
allowed facility owners the ability to get out of the captive cervid business at a time when marketability was
dropping rapidly due to CWD concerns and allowed the agency to test large numbers of potentially high-risk
animals for CWD (e.g., there were cervids in pens in North Carolina that originated from Wisconsin captive
pens). WRC passed regulations to better track captive cervids through mandatory tagging, reporting and
facility inspections. WRC required dead deer to be tested for CWD in order to detect an outbreak and we
required 8 foot high fencing to keep captive deer securely within their facilities. Due to the inability to “prove”
the source from which wild deer have become infected, the definitive link between captive facilities and wild
deer infections has not been documented. However, rather than spreading slowly through the resident
population as observed in states that have monitored the disease, CWD appears to have spread by jumping
from state to state (see map below, USGS 2011) suggesting that the disease has been spread by human
movement of animals or infectious materials.

For reasons which will be detailed below, WRC believes that the necessary State funds for the implementation
of the proposed amendments to the attached rules would be available through WRC’s Wildlife Fund, that there
would be no direct local governmental impact, and that the potential economic impact is not expected to
exceed $500,000 per year. Overall, WRC views this rule as being a significant rule change without a
substantial economic impact.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Scope of the Analysis — Since the herd certification requirement is five years, it has been determined that the
appropriate time frame for a more complete analysis is five (5) years as opposed to the normal one year.

Baseline — Baseline costs and benefits will be those costs and benefits that are in place now and would
continue with no changes to existing rules. This will include no construction of captive cervid facilities, no
expansion of existing facilities, and no importation of captive cervids.

Benefit and Cost Estimates — For purposes of this exhibit, the cost and benefit estimates will be limited to a
one paragraph summary. WRC believes that this set of rule changes will result in an aggregate economic
impact of less that five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) in the time period in review yet has a significant
policy impact. Therefore this fiscal note is considered a Tier || Non Substantial Economic Impact note.

e The costs and benefits of this fiscal note include those associated with:
e The sale of captivity licenses and transportation permits;

e The initial and the ongoing annual inspection of the cervid facilities;

e The construction of new facilities;

e The expansion of existing facilities;

e The importation of cervids from locations outside of North Carolina;



e The transportation of cervids within the state of North Carolina;
o The additional capacity for annual net income of the captive cervid industry;

The initial cost and benefit analysis expects the aggregate sum of all costs and benefits for the time frame that
will be examined to be between $150,000 and $250,000. The final fiscal note will have these costs individually
listed and explained.

Persons Affected

e State Government entities — The only state government entity that will be affected will be the WRC.
This entity will be affected in state expenditures realized and state revenues realized. WRC will realize
expenditures in the form of personnel costs and operating costs. WRC will realize revenues in the form
of new and renewed captivity permits sold and new transportation permits sold.

e Private Sector entities — The private sector will be affected with these rule changes. Both individuals
and the captive cervid business industry will realize costs and revenues. Initial costs in the form of new
captivity licenses and transportation permits purchased will be incurred by the private sector. Also, a
major portion of the costs that will be realized by the private sector will be the construction costs
associated with new facilities built as well as existing facilities expanded. Also, costs associated with
the importation and transportation of cervids will be realized by the private sector.



Appendix 1

15A NCAC 10B .0101 Importation of wild animals and birds is proposed for amendment as follows:

15A NCAC 10B .0101 IMPORTATION OF WILD ANIMALS AND BIRDS

(a) The following definitions apply to this rule:

(1) “Category 1 cervid” means any white-tailed deer, white-tailed deer hybrid, Sika deer, red deer, elk, elk hybrid,

moose or any other species of cervid in which the scientific community has documented Chronic Wasting Disease
CWD).

(2) “Category 2 cervid” means any species of cervid in which the scientific community has not documented CWD.

(@) Before any live wild bird or wild animal is imported into North Carolina for any purpose, a permit shall be obtained from the
Executive Director of the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission authorizing the importation, using application forms
provided by the Commission. Only captive cervid licensees with Certified Herds as defined in 15A NCAC 10H .0304 may obtain

permits to import cervids.

cervid from individual U.S. or Mexican states or territories, Canadian provinces or other countries in which CWD has been detected,

either in a wild herd or a captive herd.

(c) Importation permits for cervids will only be issued for animals that come from U.S. or Mexican states or territories, Canadian

provinces or other countries of origin which have a license type, certification program or monitoring program that requires captive

cervid facility owners to, at a minimum,:

(1) submit for CWD testing all deceased animals over the age of 12 months;
(2) tag, tattoo or otherwise permanently mark all animals over the age of 12 months; and
(3) keep records of all acquisitions and all dispositions in the facility.

The requirements specified in Subparagraphs (1), (2) and (3) of this Paragraph apply only to facilities holding Category 1 cervids, both

Category 1 cervids and Category 2 cervids and facilities that have held any Category 1 animal in the previous five years. Importation

permit applications must indicate the source herd and if the source herd includes any Category 1 cervids then that herd must be

successfully participating in a certification program or monitoring program with the requirements listed in this paragraph, or has a

license type that does the same.

~{e}(d) Cervids imported into North Carolina shall be individually identified by tags provided by the Wildlife Resources Commission
that shall be affixed by the licensee to each cervid as set forth in 15A NCAC 10H .0301.
{d)(e)Waterfowl imported into North Carolina must be received from facilities or individuals who are certified under the National

Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP) as pullorum-typhoid and avian influenza negative. If the source birds are not part of NPIP, they



must be tested pullorum-typhoid and avian influenza negative by NPIP standards within 30 days prior to entry into North Carolina.

Health certificates for imported waterfowl shall be available for inspection by authorized Commission personnel upon request.

History Note:

Authority G.S. 106.549.97; 113-134; 113-272.6; 113-274; 113-291.3;
Eff. February 1, 1976;

Temporary Amendment Eff. October 8, 2002; May 17, 2002;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2010; May 1, 2010; June 1, 2005; August 1, 2004.
Amended Eff. January 1, 2013




15A NCAC 10H .0301 General Requirements is proposed for amendment as follows:

15A NCAC 10H .0301 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

(a) Captivity Permit or License Required

1)

()

3)

Requirement. The possession of any species of wild animal that is or once was native to this State or any species of
wild bird, native or migratory, that naturally occurs or historically occurred in this State or any member of the family
Cervidae is unlawful unless the institution or individual in possession obtains from the North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission (Commission) a captivity permit or a captivity license as provided by this Rule.

Injured, Crippled or Orphaned Wildlife. When an individual has taken possession of an injured, crippled or
orphaned wild animal or wild bird, that individual shall contact the Commission within 24 hours of taking
possession in order to apply for a captivity permit, provided, however, that under no circumstances shall an
individual take possession of an injured, crippled or orphaned wild turkey, black bear, deer, elk or any other member
of the family Cervidae except as described in Subparagraph (3) of this Paragraph.

Rehabilitation of white-tailed deer fawns. An individual may apply to the Commission to become a permitted
white-tailed deer fawn rehabilitator for the State of North Carolina. Individuals deemed to be qualified according to
this Section to rehabilitate injured or orphaned fawns may receive a captivity permit to possess fawns only for such a
period of time as may be required for the rehabilitation and release of the fawns to the wild. These captivity permits
apply only to wild white-tailed deer fawns and are available only to individuals recognized by the Commission as

white-tailed deer fawn rehabilitators.

(b) Captivity Permit. A captivity permit shall be requested by mail, phone, facsimile or electronic transmission or in person. A

captivity permit authorizes possession of the animal or bird only for such period of time as may be required for the rehabilitation and

release of the animal or bird to the wild; or to obtain a captivity license as provided by Paragraph (c) of this Rule, if such a license is

authorized; or to make a proper disposition of the animal or bird if the application for such license is denied, or when an existing

captivity license is not renewed or is terminated. Captivity permits shall not be issued for wild turkey, black bear, deer, elk or any

other member of the family Cervidae except as described in Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.

(c) Captivity License.

o))

@

The purpose of captivity license is to provide humane treatment for wild animals or wild birds that are unfit for
release. For purposes of this Rule, wild animals are considered "unfit" if they are incapacitated by injury or
otherwise; if they are a non-native species that poses a risk to the habitat or to other species in that habitat; or if they
have been rendered tame by proximity to humans to the extent that they cannot feed or care for themselves without
human assistance. Persons interested in obtaining a captivity license shall contact the Commission for an
application.

Denial of captivity license. Circumstances or purposes for which a captivity license shall not be issued include the
following:

(A) For the purpose of holding a wild animal or wild bird that was acquired unlawfully.



3)

(4)

()

(B) For the purpose of holding the wild animal or wild bird as a pet. For purposes of this Rule, the term "pet"
means an animal kept for amusement or companionship. The term shall not be construed to include cervids
held in captivity for breeding for sale to another licensed operator.

© For the purpose of holding wild animals or wild birds for hunting in North Carolina.

(D) For the purpose of holding wild turkey or black bear.

(E) orthe purnose-of holding deer—elk orany other membe
additional captivity license for a person who already holds a captivity license.

(F) For the purpose of obtaining a new license if the applicant had a license which was revoked less than five

years prior to the application for a new license.

Required Facilities. No captivity license shall be issued until the applicant has constructed or acquired a facility for

keeping the animal or bird in captivity that complies with the standards set forth in Rule .0302 of this Section and

the adequacy of such facility has been verified on inspection by a representative of the Commission.

Term of License

(A)

(B)

(€)

Dependent Wildlife. If the wild animal or wild bird has been permanently rendered incapable of subsisting
in the wild, the license authorizing its retention in captivity shall be an annual license terminating on
December 31 of the year for which issued.

Rehabilitable Wildlife. When the wild animal or wild bird is temporarily incapacitated, and may be
rehabilitated for release to the wild, any captivity license that is issued shall be for a period less than one
year as rehabilitation may require.

Concurrent Federal Permit. No State captivity license for an endangered or threatened species or a
migratory bird, regardless of the term specified, shall operate to authorize retention thereof for a longer
period than is allowed by any concurrent federal permit that may be required for retention of the bird or

animal.

Holders of Captivity License for cervids.

(A

(B)

(©)

Inspection of records. The licensee shall make all records pertaining to tags, licenses or permits issued by
the Commission available for inspection by the Commission at any time during normal business hours, or
at any time an outbreak of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is suspected or confirmed within five miles of
the facility or within the facility itself.

Inspection. The licensee shall make all enclosures at each licensed facility and the record-book(s)
documenting required monitoring of the outer fence of the enclosure(s) available for inspection by the
Commission at any time during normal business hours, or at any time an outbreak of CWD is suspected or
confirmed within five miles of the facility or within the facility itself.

Fence Monitoring Requirement. The fence surrounding the enclosure shall be inspected by the licensee or
licensee's agent once a week during normal weather conditions to verify its stability and to detect the
existence of any conditions or activities that threaten its stability. In the event of severe weather or any

other condition that presents potential for damage to the fence, inspection shall occur every three hours



(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

until cessation of the threatening condition, except that no inspection is required under circumstances that
threaten the safety of the person conducting the inspection.

A record-book shall be maintained to record the time and date of the inspection, the name of the person
who performed the inspection, and the condition of the fence at time of inspection. The person who
performs the inspection shall enter the date and time of detection and the location of any damage
threatening the stability of the fence. If damage has caused the fence to be breachable, the licensee shall
enter a description of measures taken to prevent ingress or egress by cervids. Each record-book entry shall
bear the signature or initials of the licensee attesting to the veracity of the entry. The record-book shall be
made available to inspection by a representative of the Commission upon request during normal business
operating hours.

Maintenance. Any opening or passage through the enclosure fence that results from damage shall, within
one hour of detection, be sealed or otherwise secured to prevent a cervid from escape. Any damage to the
enclosure fence that threatens its stability shall be repaired within one week of detection. Any damage to

the electric fence which makes it non-functional shall be repaired within one week.

Escape. When a licensee discovers the escape of any cervid from the facility, the licensee or designee shall
report within 24 hours the escape to the Commission. If possible, the escaped cervid shall be recaptured
alive. If live recapture is not possible, the licensee shall request a wildlife take permit and take the escaped
cervid pursuant to the terms of the permit. A recaptured live cervid shall be submitted to the Commission
for CWD testing using a test recognized by the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study unless the

executive director determines that the risk of CWD transmission as a result of this escape is negligible

based upon:
Q) amount of time the escaped cervid remained out of the facility;
(i) proximity of the escaped cervid to wild populations;

(iii) known susceptibility of the escaped cervid species to CWD;

(iv) nature of the terrain in to which the cervid escaped.

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)

(1) Detection. Each licensee shall notify the Commission within 24 hours if any cervid within the
facility exhibits clinical symptoms of CWD or if a quarantine is placed on the facility by the State
Veterinarian. All captive cervids that exhibit symptoms of CWD shall be tested for CWD.

(i) Cervid death. The carcass of any captive Category 1 cervid as defined in 15A NCAC 10B .0101

that was 12 six months or older at time of death shall be transported and submitted by the licensee

or his designee to a North Carolina Department of Agriculture diagnostic lab for CWD evaluation
within 48 hours of the cervid's death, or by the end of the next business day, whichever is later.
Ear tags distributed by the Commission and subsequently affixed to the cervids as required by this
Rule, may not be removed from the cervid's head prior to submitting the head for CWD

evaluation.



(H)

(M

()

(iii)

The Commission shall require testing or forfeiture of cervids from a facility holding cervids in this

state should the following circumstances or conditions occur:

()] The facility has transferred a cervid that is received by a facility in which CWD is
confirmed within five years of the cervid's transport date and that transferred cervid has
tested positive for CWD or the test for CWD was inconclusive or the transferred cervid
was no longer available for testing.

(m The facility has received a cervid that originated from a facility in which CWD has been
confirmed within five years of the cervid's transport date and that received cervid has
tested positive for CWD or the test for CWD was inconclusive or the received cervid was

no longer available for testing.

Tagging Required. Effective upon receipt of tags from the Commission, each licensee shall implement the

tagging requirement using only the tags provided by the Commission as follows:

(i)

(i)

All cervids born within a facility shall be tagged by March 1 following the birthing season each

year. Fawns and calves must be tagged with a button ear tag before sale or transfer to another

captive cervid facility within North Carolina. The receiver is required to affix the bangle ear tag

before March 1 following the birth of the calf or fawn.

All cervids transferred to a facility shall be tagged within five days of the cervid's arrival at the
licensee's facility. However, no cervids shall be transported from one facility to another unless
both sending and receiving herds are certified according to 15A NCAC 10H .0304.

Application for Tags.

(i)

(i)

Application for tags for calves and fawns. Application for tags for cervids born within a facility
shall be made by the licensee by December 1 following the birthing season of each year. The
licensee shall provide the following information, along with a statement and licensee's signature
verifying that the information is accurate:

M Applicant name, mailing address, and telephone number;

) Facility name and site address;

(nn Captivity license number;

(V) Species of each cervid; and

V) Birth year of each cervid.

Application for tags for cervids that were not born at the facility site shall be made by written
request for the appropriate number of tags along with the licensee's application for transportation
of the cervid, along with a statement and licensee's signature verifying that the information is
accurate. These tag applications shall not be processed unless accompanied by a completed
application for transportation. However, no transportation permits shall be issued nor shall cervids
be transported from one facility to another unless both sending and receiving herds are certified
according to 15A NCAC 10H .0304.

Placement of Tags.

10



(i) A single button ear tag provided by the Commission shall be permanently affixed by the licensee
onto either the right or left ear of each cervid, provided that the ear chosen to bear the button tag
shall not also bear a bangle tag, so that each ear of the cervid bears only one tag.

(i) A single bangle ear tag provided by the Commission shall be permanently affixed by the licensee
onto the right or left ear of each cervid except Muntjac deer, provided that the ear bearing the
bangle tag does not also bear the button tag, so that each ear of the cervid bears only one tag.
Muntjac deer are not required to be tagged with the bangle tag.

(iii) Once a tag is affixed in the manner required by this Rule, it shall not be removed.

(K) Reporting Tags Requirement. For all cervids, except calves and fawns, the licensee shall submit a Cervidae
Tagging Report within 30 days of receipt of the tags. Cervidae Tagging Reports for calves and fawns shall
be submitted by March 1 following the birthing season each year. A Cervidae Tagging Report shall
provide the following information and be accompanied by a statement and licensee's signature verifying
that the information is accurate:

M Licensee name, mailing address, and telephone number;

(i) Facility name and site address, including the County in which the site is located,;

(iii) Captivity license number;

(iv) Species and sex of each cervid;

(v) Tag number(s) for each cervid; and

(vi) Birth year of each cervid.

(L) Replacement of Tags. The Commission shall replace tags that are lost or unusable and shall extend the
time within which a licensee shall tag cervids consistent with time required to issue a replacement.

() Lost Tags. The loss of a tag shall be reported to the Commission by the licensee and application
shall be made for a replacement upon discovery of the loss. Application for a replacement shall
include the information required by Part (c)(5)(I) of this Rule along with a statement and
applicant's signature verifying that the information is accurate. Lost tags shall be replaced on the
animal by the licensee within 30 days of receipt of the replacement tag.

(ii) Unusable Tags. Tags that cannot be properly affixed to the ear of a cervid or that cannot be read
because of malformation or damage to the tags or obscurement of the tag numbers shall be
returned to the Commission along with an application for a replacement tag with a statement and
applicant's signature verifying that the information in the application is accurate.

(6) Renewal of captivity license for cervids. Existing captivity licenses for the possession of cervids at existing

facilities shall be renewed as long as the applicant for renewal has live cervids and continues to meet the

requirements of this Section for the license. Only-licensees-with-Certified-Herds-as-defined-in-15A-NCAC-10H
N204—m eguest in-thej anaa nnh 10N o-expand-pen-sizeo he-number-of pens-on-the licensed BT

increase-the-holding-capacity-of that facility: All expanded pens shall adhere to fencing specifications set forth in
15A NCAC 10H .0302. No renewals shall be issued for a license that has been allowed to lapse due to the

negligence of the former licensee.
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()

Provision for licensing the possession of cervids in an existing facility. A captivity license shall only be issued to an
individual who is 18 years of age or older. If the licensee of an existing facility voluntarily surrenders his or her
captivity license, becomes incapacitated or mentally incompetent, or dies, a person who has obtained lawful
possession of the facility from the previous licensee or that licensee's estate, may request that the existing captivity
license be transferred to him or her to operate the existing facility. Any license transferred under this provision shall
be subject to the same terms and conditions imposed on the original licensee at the time of his or her surrender or
death and shall be valid only for the purpose of holding the cervids of the existing facility within that existing
facility. In addition, any actions pending from complaint, investigation or other cause shall be continued

notwithstanding the termination of the original license.

(d) Nontransferable. No license or permit or tag issued pursuant to this Rule is transferable, either as to the holder or the site of a

holding facility, except as provided in Subparagraph (c)(7) of this Rule.

(e) Sale, Transfer or Release of Captive Wildlife.

1)

()

3

It is unlawful for any person to transfer or receive any wild animal or wild bird that is being held under a captivity
permit issued under Paragraph (b) of this Rule, except that any such animal or bird may be surrendered to an agent
of the Commission.

It is unlawful for any person holding a captivity license issued under Paragraph (c) of this Rule to sell or transfer the
animal or bird held under such license, except that such animal or bird may be surrendered to an agent of the
Commission, and any such licensee may sell or transfer the animal or bird (except members of the family Cervidae)
to another person who has obtained a license to hold it in captivity. For animals in the family Cervidae, sale or
transfer of animals is allowed only intrastate from between Certified Herds, as defined in 15A NCAC 10H .0304.

Any captive cervid may be sold to a buyer outside of North Carolina. Upon such a sale or transfer, the seller or

transferor shall obtain a receipt for the animal or bird showing the name, address, and license number of the buyer or
transferee, a copy of which shall be provided to the Commission.

It is unlawful for any person to release into the wild for any purpose or allow to range free:

(A) any species of deer, elk or other members of the family Cervidae, or

(B) any wolf, coyote, or other non-indigenous member of the family Canidae, or

© any member of the family Suidae.

(f) Transportation Permit.

(1)

@)

©)

(4)

Except as otherwise provided herein, no transportation permit is required to move any lawfully held wild animal or
wild bird within the State.

No person shall transport black bear or Cervidae for any purpose without first obtaining a transportation permit from
the Commission.

Except as provided in Subparagraph (f)(4) of this Rule, no transportation permits shall be issued for deer, elk, or
other species in the family Cervidae except into and between Certified Herds as defined in 15A NCAC 10H .0304.
Cervid Transportation. A permit to transport deer, elk, or other species in the family Cervidae may be issued by the
Commission to an applicant for the purpose of transporting the animal or animals for export out of state, to a
slaughterhouse for slaughter, from a N.C. Certified Herd to another captive cervid facility, Certified-Herd-as-defined
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-I5A-NCAC-10H-0304; or to a veterinary medical facility for treatment provided that the animal for which the
permit is issued does not exhibit clinical symptoms of Chronic Wasting Disease. No person shall transport a cervid
to slaughter or export out of state without bearing a copy of the transportation permit issued by the Commission
authorizing that transportation. No person shall transport a cervid for veterinary treatment without having obtained
approval from the Commission as provided by Part (f)(4)(D) of this Rule. Any person transporting a cervid shall
present the transportation permit to any law enforcement officer or any representative of the Commission upon
request, except that a person transporting a cervid by verbal authorization for veterinary treatment shall provide the
name of the person who issued the approval to any law enforcement officer or any representative of the Commission
upon request.

(A) Slaughter. Application for a transportation permit for purpose of slaughter shall be submitted in writing to
the Commission and shall include the following information along with a statement and applicant's
signature verifying that the information is accurate:

Q) Applicant name, mailing address, and telephone number;

(i) Facility site address;

(iii) Captivity license number;

(iv) Name, address, county and phone number of the slaughter house to which the cervid will be
transported,;

(v) Vehicle or trailer license plate number and state of issuance of the vehicle or trailer used to
transport the cervid;

(vi) Name and location of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture Diagnostic lab where the
head of the cervid is to be submitted for CWD testing;

(vii) Date of transportation;

(viii)  Species and sex of each cervid; and

(ix) Tag number(s) for each cervid.

(B) Exportation. Nothing in this rule shall be construed to prohibit the lawful exportation of a member of the
family Cervidae for sale out of state. Application for a transportation permit for purpose of exportation out
of state shall be submitted in writing to the Commission and shall include the following information along
with a statement and applicant's signature verifying that the information is accurate:

0] Applicant's name, mailing address and telephone number;

(i) Facility site address;

(iii) Captivity license number;

(iv) Vehicle or trailer license plate number and state of issuance of the vehicle or trailer used to
transport the cervid,;

(v) Name, site address, county, state and phone number of the destination facility to which the cervid
is exported,;

(vi) A copy of the importation permit from the state of the destination facility that names the

destination facility to which the animal is to be exported;
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(vii) Date of departure;
(viii) ~ Species and sex of each cervid; and
(ix) Tag number(s) for each cervid.
© Between herds. Application for a transportation permit for purpose of moving a cervid from ene a
Certified Herd to another captive cervid facility Gertified-Herd;-as-defined-in-15A-NCAC-10H-0304;-shall

be submitted in writing to the Commission and shall include the following information along with a

statement and applicant's signature verifying that the information is accurate:

(M Applicant's name, mailing address and telephone number;

(ii) Facility site address;

(iii) Captivity license number;

(iv) Vehicle or trailer license plate number and state of issuance of the vehicle or trailer used to
transport the cervid,;

(v) Name, site address, county, and phone number of the destination facility to which the cervid is
moved;

(vi) Date of departure;

(vii) Species and sex of each cervid; and

(viii) ~ Tag number(s)for each cervid.

(D) Veterinary treatment. No approval shall be issued for transportation of a cervid to a veterinary clinic out of
the state of North Carolina, or for transportation from a facility out of the state of North Carolina to a
veterinary clinic in North Carolina. An applicant from a North Carolina facility seeking to transport a
cervid for veterinary treatment to a facility within North Carolina shall contact the Wildlife
Telecommunications Center or the Wildlife Management Division of the Commission to obtain verbal
authorization to transport the cervid to a specified veterinary clinic and to return the cervid to the facility.
Verbal approval to transport a cervid to a veterinary clinic shall authorize transport only to the specified
veterinary clinic and directly back to the facility, and shall not be construed to permit intervening
destinations. To obtain verbal authorization to transport, the applicant shall provide staff of the
Commission the applicant's name and phone number, applicant's facility name, site address and phone
number, the cervid species, sex and tag numbers, and the name, address and phone number of the
veterinary facility to which the cervid shall be transported. Within five days of transporting the cervid to
the veterinary facility for treatment, the licensee shall provide the following information in writing to the
Commission, along with a statement and applicant's signature verifying that the information is correct:
(M Applicant's name, mailing address and telephone number;

(i) Facility name and site address;

(iii) Captivity license number;

(iv) Vehicle or trailer license plate number and state of issuance of the vehicle or trailer used to
transport the cervid;

(v) Date of transportation;
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(vi) Species and sex of each cervid;

(vii) Tag number(s) for each cervid;

(viii)  Name, address and phone number of the veterinarian and clinic that treated the cervid,;
(ix) Symptoms for which cervid received treatment; and

(x) Diagnosis of veterinarian who treated the cervid.

(9) Slaughter at cervid facility. Application for a permit for purpose of slaughter at the cervid facility shall be submitted in writing to

the Commission and shall include the following information along with a statement and applicant's signature verifying that the

information is accurate:

(1)
()
3)
(4)

(5)
(6)
(7)

Applicant name, mailing address, and telephone number;

Facility site address;

Captivity license number;

Name and location of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture Diagnostic lab where the head of the cervid is
to be submitted for CWD testing;

Date of slaughter;

Species and sex of each cervid; and

Tag number(s) for each cervid.

Permits or authorization may not be sold or traded by the licensee to any individual for the hunting or collection of captive cervids.

Only the licensee may Kill a cervid within the cervid enclosure.

History Note:

Authority G.S. 106-549.97(b); 113-134; 113-272.5; 113-272.6; 113-274;
Eff. February 1, 1976;

Amended Eff. April 1, 1991; September 1, 1990; June 1, 1990; July 1, 1988;

Temporary Amendment Eff. October 8, 2002; May 17, 2002(this temporary rule replaced the
permanent rule approved by RRC on June 21, 2001 to become effective in July 2002); July 1,
2001;

Amended Eff. May 1, 2010; May 1, 2008; December 1, 2005; August 1, 2004.

Amended Eff. January 1, 2013
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15A NCAC 10H .0302 Minimum Standards is proposed for amendment as follows:

15A NCAC 10H .0302 MINIMUM STANDARDS

(a) Exemptions. Publicly financed zoos, scientific and biological research facilities, and institutions of higher education that were

granted an exemption by the Commission from the standards of this Rule prior to December 1, 2005 are exempt from the standards set

forth in this Rule for all birds and animals except the black bear so long as the captivity license in effect on that date has not expired or

been revoked.

(b) With the exception of those entities named in Paragraph (a) of this Rule who have received exemption from the Commission, all

holders of captivity licenses shall comply with the following requirements:

(1)

()

Deer, Elk and other species of the family Cervidae

(A)

(B)

Enclosure specifications. The enclosure shall be on a well-drained site containing natural or manmade
shelter for shade. The minimum size of the enclosure for all cervids except Muntjac deer shall be not less
than one-half acre for the first three animals and an additional one-fourth acre for each additional animal
held provided that no more than 25 percent shall be covered with water. At no time shall the number of
cervids in the enclosure exceed the number allowed by the captivity license, except that fawns and calves

shall not count towards the total number of cervids in a facility from the time they are born until March 1 of

the following year.

feet- For enclosures exclusively holding Muntjac deer, the minimum pen size shall be 800 square feet for

the first three animals and 200 square feet for each additional animal. No exposed barbed wire, nails, or
other protrusions that may cause injury to the animal shall be permitted within the enclosure. Captive
cervids shall not be contained within or allowed to enter a place of residence.

Fencing. All enclosures shall be surrounded by a fence of sufficient strength and design to contain the

BXC)

animal under any circumstances, at least eight feet high, and dog-proof to a height of at least six feet.

Facilities first licensed after January 1, 2013 and facilities licensed after that date which expand their

enclosures or add a new enclosure shall have one fence meeting these standards surrounding the entire

perimeter of each enclusure and an interior double-stand electric fence placed at least three feet from the

entire perimeter of the outer eight-foot high fence. The lower stand shall be two and one-half feet from the

ground and the second strand shall be five feet from the ground. The electric fence shall have current

running through it whenever a captive cervid is within the enclosure, except during maintenance of the

electric fence. Enclosures and enclosure expansions shall not contain wild deer or elk. The licensee shall

ensure his enclosure is devoid of wild deer or elk before stocking with cervids.

Sanitation and Care. Licensees shall provide an ample supply of clear water and salt at all times. Food
shall be placed in the enclosure as needed, but not less than three times weekly. An effective program for
the control of insects, ectoparasites, disease, and odor shall be established and maintained. The animal(s)

shall be protected against fright or harm from other animals.

Wild Boars
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)

4)

®)

(A)

(B)

Enclosure. The enclosure shall be on a site containing trees or brush for shade. The minimum size of the
enclosure shall be not less than one-half acre for the first three animals and an additional one-fourth acre
for each additional animal held. The enclosure shall be surrounded by a fence at least five feet high and of
sufficient strength to contain the animals. No exposed barbed wire or protruding nails shall be permitted
within the enclosure. A roofed building large enough to provide shelter in both a standing or a lying
position for each boar must be provided. This building shall be closed on three sides. A pool of water for
wallowing or a sprinkler system shall be provided on days when heat could cause stress to the animal(s).
Sanitation and Care. Licensees shall provide an ample supply of clear water at all times. Food shall be
placed in the enclosure as needed, but in any case, not less than three times weekly. An effective program

for the control of insects, ectoparasites, disease, and odor shall be established and maintained.

Wild Birds

(A)

(B)

Enclosure. The enclosure shall be large enough for the bird or birds to assume all natural postures. The
enclosure shall be designed in such a way that the birds cannot injure themselves and are able to maintain a
natural plumage. Protection from sun, weather, and predators shall also be provided.

Sanitation and Care. The cage shall be kept clean, dry, and free from molded or damp feed. Ample food

and clean water shall be available at all times.

Alligators

(A)

(B)

Enclosure. The enclosure shall be surrounded by a fence of sufficient strength to contain the animals and
that shall prevent contact between the observer and alligator. The enclosure shall contain a pool of water
large enough for the animal to completely submerge itself. If more than one animal is kept, the pool must
be large enough for all animals to be able to submerge themselves at the same time. A land area with both
horizontal dimensions at least as long as the animal shall also be provided. In case of more than one
animal, the land area shall have both horizontal dimensions at least as long as the longest animals to occupy
the land area at the same time without overlap.

Sanitation and Care. The water area shall be kept clean and food adequate to maintain good health
provided. Protection shall be provided at all times from extremes in temperature that could cause stress to

the animal.

Black Bear

(A

Educational Institutions and Zoos Operated or Established by Governmental Agencies

0] Enclosure. A permanent, stationary metal cage, at least eight feet wide by 12 feet long by six feet
high and located in the shade or where shaded during the afternoon hours of summer, is required.
The cage shall have a concrete floor in which a drainable pool one and one-half feet deep and not
less than four by five feet has been constructed. The bars of the cage shall be of iron or steel at
least one-fourth inch in diameter, or heavy gauge steel chain link fencing may be used. The gate
shall be equipped with a lock or safety catch, and guard rails shall be placed outside the cage so as
to prevent contact between the observer and the caged animal. The cage must contain a den at
least five feet long by five feet wide by four feet high and so constructed as to be easily cleaned.
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(6)

(B)

Cougar
(A)

(i)

A "scratch log" shall be placed inside the cage. The cage shall be equipped with a removable food
trough. Running water shall be provided for flushing the floor and changing the pool.

Sanitation and Care. Food adequate to maintain good health shall be provided daily; and clean,
clear drinking water shall be available at all times. The floor of the cage and the food trough shall
be flushed with water and the water in the pool changed daily. The den shall be flushed and
cleaned at least once each week in hot weather. An effective program for the control of insects,
ectoparasites, disease, and odor shall be established and maintained. Brush, canvas, or other
material shall be placed over the cage to provide additional shade when necessary for the health of
the animal. The use of collars, tethers or stakes to restrain the bear is prohibited, except as a

temporary safety device.

Conditions Simulating Natural Habitat. Black bears held in captivity by other than educational institutions

or governmental zoos shall be held without caging under conditions simulating a natural habitat. All of the

following conditions must exist to simulate a natural habitat in a holding facility:

(i)

(i)

(iii)
(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

The method of confinement is by chain link fence, wall, moat, or a combination of such, without
the use of chains or tethers.

The area of confinement is at least one acre in extent for one or two bears and an additional one-
eighth acre for each additional bear.

Bears are free, under normal conditions, to move throughout such area.

At least one-half of the area of confinement is wooded with living trees, shrubs and other
perennial vegetation capable of providing shelter from sun and wind.

The area of confinement contains a pool not less than one and one-half feet deep and not less than
four by five feet in size.

Provision is made for a den for each bear to which the bear may retire for rest, shelter from the
elements, or respite from public observation.

The area of confinement presents an overall appearance of a natural habitat and affords the bears
protection from harassment or annoyance.

Provisions are made for food and water that are adequate to maintain good health and for
maintenance of sanitation.

The applicant shall document that the applicant owns or has a lease of the real property upon
which the holding facility is located, provided that if the applicant is a lessee, the lease is for a

duration of at least five years from the point of stocking the facility.

Educational or scientific research institutions and zoos supported by public funds.

(i)

Enclosure. A permanent, stationary metal cage, at least nine feet wide by 18 feet long by nine feet
high and located in the shade or where shaded during the afternoon hours of summer, is required.
The cage shall have a concrete floor. The bars of the cage shall be of iron or steel at least one-

fourth inch in diameter, or heavy gauge steel chain link fencing may be used. The gate shall be
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equipped with a lock or safety catch, and guard rails shall be placed outside the cage so as to
prevent contact between the observer and the caged animal. The cage shall contain a den at least
five feet long by five feet wide by four feet high and so constructed as to be easily cleaned. A
"scratch log" shall be placed inside the cage. The cage shall be equipped with a removable food
trough. Running water shall be provided for flushing the floor and changing the pool.

(i) Sanitation and Care. Food adequate to maintain good health shall be provided daily; and clean,
clear drinking water shall be available at all times. The floor of the cage and the food trough shall
be flushed with water and the water in the pool changed as necessary to maintain good health of
the animal. The den shall be flushed and cleaned at least once each week. An effective program
for the control of insects, ectoparasites, disease, and odor shall be established and maintained.
Brush, canvas, or other material shall be readily available to be placed over the cage to provide
additional shade when necessary. The use of collars, tethers or stakes to restrain the cougar is
prohibited, except as a temporary safety device.

(B) Cougars held in captivity by other than educational or scientific institutions or publicly supported zoos shall
be held without caging under conditions simulating a natural habitat. Applicants for a captivity license to
hold cougar shall apply to the Commission on forms provided by the Commission, and shall provide plans
that describe how the applicant's facility will comply with the requirement to simulate a natural habitat. All

of the following conditions must exist to simulate a natural habitat in a holding facility.

(1) The method of confinement is by chain link fence, without the use of chains or tethers, provided
that:
()] Nine gauge chain link fencing shall be at least 12 feet in height with a four foot fence

overhang at a 45 degree angle on the inside of the pen to prevent escape from climbing
and jumping.

(m Fence posts and at least six inches of the fence skirt shall be imbedded in a six inch wide
by one foot deep concrete footer to prevent escape by digging.

(i) The area of confinement shall be at least one acre for two cougars with an additional one-eighth
acre for each additional cougar. If, following a site evaluation, the Commission determines that
terrain and topographical features offer sufficient escape, cover and refuge, and meet all other
specifications, and that the safety and health of the animal(s) will not compromised, smaller areas
shall be permitted.

(iii) Cougars shall be free under normal conditions to move throughout the area of confinement.

(iv) At least one-half of the area of confinement shall be wooded with living trees, shrubs and other
perennial vegetation capable of providing shelter from sun and wind; and a 20 foot wide strip
along the inside of the fence shall be maintained free of trees, shrubs and any other obstructions
which could provide a base from which escape through leaping could occur.

(v) The area of confinement shall contain a pool not less than one and one-half feet deep and not less
than four by five feet in size.
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(vi) Each cougar shall be provided a den to which the cougar may retire for rest, shelter from the
elements, or respite from public observation. Each den shall be four feet wide by four feet high by
four feet deep. Each den shall be enclosed entirely within at least an eight feet wide by ten feet
deep by 12 feet high security cage. The security cage shall be completely within the confines of
the facility, cement-floored, shall have nine gauge fencing on all sides and the top, and shall have
a four foot, 45 degree fence overhang around the outside top edge to prevent cougar access to the
top of the security cage.

(vii) The area of confinement shall protect the cougar from harassment or annoyance.

©) Provisions shall be made for maintenance of sanitation and for food and water adequate to maintain good
health of the animal(s).

(D) The applicant shall document that the applicant owns or has a lease of the real property upon which the
holding facility is located, provided that if the applicant is a lessee, the lease is for a duration of at least five
years from the point of stocking the facility.

@) Other Wild Animal Enclosures.

(A) General Enclosure Requirements.

(1 The enclosure shall provide protection from free ranging animals and from sun or weather that
could cause stress to the animals.

(ii) A den area in which the animal can escape from view and large enough for the animal to turn
around and lie down shall be provided for each animal within the enclosure.

(iii) No tethers or chains shall be used to restrain the animal.

(iv) Either a tree limb, exercise device, or shelf large enough to accommodate the animal shall be
provided to allow for exercise and climbing.

(v) Sanitation and Care. Fresh food shall be provided daily, and clean water shall be available at all
times.

(vi) An effective program for the control of insects, ectoparasites, disease, and odor shall be
established and maintained.

(B) Single Animal Enclosures for certain animals. The single-animal enclosure for the animals listed in this

Subparagraph shall be a cage with the following minimum dimensions and horizontal areas:

Dimensions in Feet

Animal Length Width Height Per Animal
Bobcat, Otter 10 5 5 50
Raccoon, Fox, Woodchuck 8 4 4 32
Opossum, Skunk, Rabbit 6 3 3 18
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Squirrel 4 2 2 8

© Single Enclosure Requirements for animals not mentioned elsewhere in this Rule. For animals not listed
above or mentioned elsewhere in this Rule, single animal enclosures shall be a cage with one horizontal
dimension being at least four times the nose-rump length of the animal and the other horizontal dimension
being at least twice the nose-rump length of the animal. The vertical dimensions shall be at least twice the
nose-rump length of the animal. Under no circumstances shall a cage be less than four feet by two feet by
two feet.

(D) Multiple Animal Enclosures. The minimum area of horizontal space shall be determined by multiplying
the required square footage for a single animal by a factor of 1.5 for one additional animal and the result by
the same factor, successively, for each additional animal. The vertical dimension for multiple animal
enclosures shall remain the same as for single animal enclosures.

(E) Young animals. The young of any animal may be kept with the parent in a single-animal enclosure only
until weaning. After weaning, if the animals are kept together, the requirements for multiple-animal

enclosures apply.

History Note:  Authority G.S. 19A-11; 106-549.97(b); 113-134; 113-272.5, 113-272.6;
Eff. February 1, 1976;

Amended Eff. December 1, 1990; June 1, 1990; July 1, 1988; November 9, 1980;
Temporary Amendment Eff. October 8, 2002;

Amended Eff. May 1, 2010; December 1, 2005; August 1, 2004.

Amended Eff. January 1, 2013
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15A NCAC 10H .0304 Captive cervid herd certification program is proposed for amendment as follows:

15A NCAC 10H .0304 CAPTIVE CERVID HERD CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

(a) The Wildlife Resources Commission has established this Captive Cervid Herd Certification Program in order to prevent the
introduction of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) into North Carolina and reduce the potential for spread of CWD while allowing for
the importation of captive cervids. i i

accordance-with-the requirements-in-this-Section: Only licensees with Certified Herds as defined in Paragraph (e) of this Rule may
import captive cervids under the conditions and restrictions set forth in 15A NCAC 10B .0101. mquesﬁ&expand—thempen—s&e%e

(b) Enrollment qualifications. Only captive cervid herds held under a valid captivity license are eligible for enrollment in the Captive

Cervid Herd Certification Program. Licensees shall comply with all captivity license requirements outlined in this Section and the
rules and laws regulating possession, transportation and importation of cervids in order to remain in the Captive Cervid Herd
Certification Program.

(c) Enrollment application. Each individual holding a current and valid Captivity License for cervids may apply to be enrolled in the
Captive Cervid Herd Certification Program. All applications shall be in writing on a form supplied by the Commission. The
Commission shall deny an application if:

Q) the licensee has not complied with all the requirements under the captivity license statutes and all rules pertaining to
the holding of cervids in captivity and the transportation or importation of cervids resulting in a failed inspection
report for the licensee's most recent inspection; or a pending citation;

2 the licensee has provided false information; or

3) CWD has been confirmed in a cervid at the licensee’s facility.

(d) Enrollment dates. The enrollment date is:

(1) the first date upon official inspection, documented by Wildlife Resources Commission and Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services personnel, on which the licensee has complied with all captivity rules and
statutes that pertain to cervids, including tagging, provided that the licensee has continued to comply with these

regulations; or

22



(2) the date on which a waiver was issued by the Wildlife Resources Commission Executive Director under the
conditions set forth in 15A NCAC 10A .1101(a) that brought the licensee into compliance assuming that there were
no other compliance actions pending, provided that the licensee has continued to comply with the captive cervid
regulations.

This date may be retroactive but may extend back no earlier than the date Wildlife Resources Commission and Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services personnel documented that the licensee came into compliance with all captivity rules and statutes
related to holding cervids in captivity, including tagging of all cervids.

(e) Certified herd. When a-herd-is-enroHed an enrollment date is set for a herd in the Captive Cervid Herd Certification Program,

the herd shall be placed in First Year status. If the herd continues to meet the requirements of the Captive Cervid Herd Certification

Program, each year on the anniversary of the enrollment date the herd status shall be upgraded by one year. One year from the date a
herd is placed in Fifth Year status, the herd status shall be changed to Certified, and the herd shall remain in Certified status as long as
it is enrolled in the Captive Cervid Herd Certification Program, provided its status is not lost or suspended without reinstatement as
described in Paragraph (f).
(F) Herd status
Q) A Certified Herd or any herd enrolled in the program shall have its status suspended or reduced if:
(A) the licensee fails to comply with any of the ongoing requirements for captive cervid licenses as identified in
15A NCAC 10H .0301;

(B) the licensee violates any other North Carolina law or rule related to captive cervids;

©) an animal in the herd exhibits clinical signs of CWD;

(D) an animal in the herd can be traced back to a herd with an animal exhibiting clinical signs of CWD; or

(E) the herd is quarantined by the State Veterinarian.

2 A Certified Herd or any herd enrolled in the program shall lose its status if:
(A) an animal in the herd can be traced back to a herd in which CWD has been detected;
(B) CWD is detected in an animal in the herd; or
© the licensee loses his or her license.

The Wildlife Resources Commission shall review cases of suspended status upon request. A Certified Herd with suspended status
may regain its status if the licensee corrects within 30 days the deficiency under which the status was suspended or, in the case of
suspected CWD, the disease was not detected in the suspect animal.

(9) Inspection. If an inspection of the captive cervids is needed as a part of certification, including reinstating a suspended status, the
licensee is responsible for assembling, handling and restraining the captive cervids and all costs incurred to present the animals for
inspection.

History Note: Authority G.S. 106-549.97(b); 113-134; 113-272.5; 113-272.6; 113-274; 113-292;
Eff. May 1, 2010.

Amended Eff. January 1, 2013
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Fiscal Note

REPLY TO:
ROY COOPER State of North C. NORMAN YOUNG, JR.
ATTORNEY GENERAL SERVICE TO STATE AGENCIES

Carolina PHONE: 919-716-6800

Department of Justice ~ Fax 919-716-6755
9001 Mail Service Center E-MAIL: NYOUNG@NCDOJ.GOV
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
27699-9001

April 16, 2012

Fiscal Note Review of

Proposed Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) Wildlife Management Rules
15A NCAC 10B .0303
15A NCAC 10B .0304

Contact: Norman Young
Counsel and Rulemaking Coordinator
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

Impact: State government:  No
Local government: No
Substantial impact: No

Authority: G.S.§113-134

These are two proposed permanent rule amendments that were adopted as temporary
amendments on December 29, 2011. The reason for the adoption of these temporary
rules is to maintain the status quo with respect to the taking of feral swine.

Prior to October 1, 2011, the taking of feral swine was not an activity regulated by the
Wildlife Resources Commission, and there were no restrictions on the taking of these
animals. Effective October 1, 2011, G.S. 113-129 and G.S. 113-291 were amended by



SL 2011-369 to delegate regulatory authority for feral swine to WRC. Temporary rules
were enacted to permit the continued taking of feral swine in the same manner as was
done prior to the amendments, to prevent confusion by the public as to seasons and
bag limits, and to prevent the escape of trapped feral swine back into the wild. The
temporary rules made no substantive changes to the take of feral swine, and making
them permanent will likewise not make any substantive changes.

For reasons which will be outlined below, WRC believes that these rule changes do not
meet the criteria requiring a fiscal note pursuant to G.S. § 150B-21.4, but the agency is
submitting a fiscal analysis for review.

STATE IMPACT ANALYSIS: The agency has concluded that there will be no cost to
the State for the following reasons:

* The proposed changes to permit continued hunting of feral swine are the result of
significant interest among the regulated community. These rules make no substantive
changes from the temporary rules, nor do they change taking practices in effect before
WRC assumed jurisdiction.

* The proposed rules are intended to accomplish the agency’s mandate to provide
for the conservation of wildlife resources, as well as to provide reasonable regulations
for the safety of hunters and other members of the public, and are part of a regulatory
program enforced by WRC'’s Division of Enforcement.  The proposed changes are
not anticipated to affect staffing or costs to WRC for enforcement as no change in
practices by hunters is anticipated as a result of these rules.

LOCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS: Local governments are not involved in the enforcement
of WRC rules and should incur no costs as a result of this rule.

SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS:  WRC has concluded that there
will be no substantial economic impact to the public as a result of the adoption
of any of these proposed changes There may be a benefit to the public in the reduction
of the number of feral swine that tend to do damage to certain crops and wooded areas,
but these rules are not anticipated to result in any change in the current activity.
Accordingly, WRC has determined that the economic impact to the public is minimal,
and does not meet the threshold impact requirement of $500,000 annually.

CONCLUSION:  For all of the foregoing reasons, WRC has concluded that a fiscal
note is not required for this rule.

CNY/alh



Appendix 1 — Proposed Rule Amendments

15A NCAC 10B .0303 OPEN SEASONS
(a) General. Following are the seasons for taking by trapping fur-bearing animals as defined in G.S. 113-129(7a),

coyotes, armadillos, and groundhogs, all dates being inclusive:

1)

@)

3)

(4)

November 1 through the last day of February except for that part of the state described in
Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph.

December 1 through the last day of February in and east of Hertford, Bertie, Martin, Pitt, Greene,
Lenoir, Duplin, Pender and New Hanover counties.

Trapping coyotes is allowed during times and with methods described by local laws in counties
where local laws have established fox trapping seasons even when those seasons fall outside the
regular trapping seasons described above.

Nutria may be trapped east of 1-77 at any time.

(b) Feral Swine. There is no closed season for trapping feral swine subject to the following restrictions:

(1)

In_addition to a hunting or trapping license, a permit issued by the W.ildlife Resources

(2)

Commission is required to trap feral swine. Individuals exempted from license requirements under

the provisions specified in G.S. 113-276 may trap feral swine without a hunting or trapping

license, but must acquire the permit.

Feral swine may be live-trapped using only corral or box traps. Corral and box traps must be

(3)

constructed in a manner such that a non-target animal can be easily released or can escape without

harm. The permit number must be displayed on all traps.

Feral swine must be euthanized while in the trap and may not be removed alive from any trap.

Note: See 15A NCAC 10D .0102(f) for other trapping restrictions on game lands.

15A NCAC 10B .0304 BAG LIMITS
There are shall-be no restrictions on bag limits of furbearers, coyotes, ergreundhoegs—groundhogs, and feral swine.

Note: Where local laws govern trapping, or are in conflict with these regulations, the local law shall prevail.
















































EXHIBIT T-2

PITT COUNTY May 3, 2012
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES BUILDING
1717 W. 5 STREET
GREENVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 27834-1696 JAMES F. RHODES, AICP
TELEPHONE: (252) 902-3250 DIRECTOR

FAX: (252) 830-2576

March 1, 2012

Ms. Betsy Foard

North Carolina Wildlife Resources
1701 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1701

Dear Ms. Foard:

As we have discussed, the Pitt County Board of Commissioners held a public hearing on
February 20, 2012, to accept comments concerning the repeal of the no wake zone on the Tar
River in the vicinity of Seine Beach. Due to concerns of adjacent property owners and others
who frequent the area, the Board of Commissioners unanimously agreed not to support the repeal
request.

Based on our subsequent conversations following the Board’s public hearing, it is my
understanding that the Wildlife Resources Commission will continue with the March 2" public
hearing for this repeal request, but will not take any action since the Board did not provide a
resolution in support of the repeal. I am requesting that this letter be entered into the March 2"
public hearing record. Additionally, I understand that if the Commission decides to further
pursue the repeal request, another 60-day public review period and another public hearing will be
required. Please advise me if the Commission opts to continue consideration of the repeal.

Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely, %‘”Z—-/
|
[ /

es F. Rhodes, AICP
itt County Planning Director

cc:  Board of County Commissioners
Scott Elliott, County Manager
Janis Gallagher, County Attorney
Jonas Hill, Planner I1I
Milton Jones, Wildlife Enforcement Officer




EXHIBIT T-3

May 3, 2012
ROY COOPER State of North Carolina REPLYTO:
i C. NORMAN YOUNG, JR.
ATTORNEY GENERAL D epartment 9f Justice SERVICE TO STATE AGENCIES
9001 Mail Service Center PHONE: 919-716-6800
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA Fax: 919-716-6755
27699-9001 E-MAIL: NYOUNG@NCDOJ.GOV

January 7, 2012

Fiscal Note Review of
Proposed Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) “No-Wake Zone” Rule
(15A NCAC 10F .0354)

Contact Norman Young
Counsel and Rulemaking Coordinator
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

Impact: State government. No
Local government: Yes
Substantial impact: No

Authority: G.S. 75A-3; 75A-15

This rule would repeal a no-wake zone currently in existence at the Seine Beach area of
the Tar River in Pitt County as indicated by the proposed changes. (See Appendix).

For reasons which will be outlined below, WRC believes that this rule change does not
meet the criteria requiring a fiscal note pursuant to G.S. § 150B-21.4, but is submitting
a fiscal note for review as requested by OSBM on January 6, 2012.

STATE IMPACT ANALYSIS: The agency has concluded that there will be no cost to
the State for the following reasons:

* Pitt County has requested the repeal of this no-wake zone and will remove any
existing markers.

* WRC has surveyed the site and concurs that there are no longer any safety
hazards that require the existing no-wake zone.

* This rule is intended to accomplish the agency’s mandate to provide for the safety
of boaters and other members of the public, and is part of a regulatory program
enforced by WRC's Division of Enforcement. The proposed change will not affect



staffing or costs to WRC for enforcement as this is already an active patrol area
and the repeal will not result in either an increased or decreased Enforcement

preésence.

LOCAL IMPACT ANALYSIS: It is the understanding of WRC that Pitt County will be |
able to remove the markers at no financial cost using existing staff. So, there would be
some opportunity cost for the staff time, however, it is likely to be small.

SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS: WRC has concluded that there
will be no substantial economic impact to the public as a result of the adoption
of this proposal since, based on its site survey, WRC does not believe that there will be
any appreciable economic impact to the public. The regulated community may receive
a slight non-economic benefit by the removal of the regulation, but this repeal will not
result in any measurable economic loss or gain to the public. Accordingly WRC
has determined that the economic impact to the public is minimal to none.































JounNsonN, PArsons & HoBSON, PL.L.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

500 COLLEGE STREET

DALE P. JOHNSON ‘ ' P.O. DRAWER 1049 TELEPHONE
(910) 592-7066

W. DOUGLAS PARSONS® CLINTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28329-1049
DAVID H. HOBSON ' FAX
) {210) 592-2144
*CERTIFIED CRIMIP‘{AL. LAW SPECIALIST
May 3, 2012

VIA FACSIMILE: 919-733-2120

March 28, 2012

The Honorable Beverly E. Perdue
Governor State of North Carolina
C/O Mark Davis, Esquire

20301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301

Dear Governor Perdue:

" Tt is with great humility and appreciation that I accept your appointment and look
forward to serving as resident Superior Court Judge of Judicial District 4-A. It has
been my privilege since 2001 to serve as a commissioner of the North Carolina
Wildlife Resources Commission, This is indeed, in my opinion, the most
rewarding board or commission in the State of North Carolina. In light of my
appointment to the Superior Court Bench, I hereby tender my resignation to you as
a commissioner of the North Carolina Wildlife Resource Commission effective

immediately.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to have served the citizens of North Carolina
and protect our resources for future generations.

With warm personal regards, I remain,
Sincerely,

O Dol atnss

W. Douglas Parsons | ITD% ECEIVE @ |

WDP/ts 1 MAR 3 02012

T _NCWRC '
-ZCTOR’S OFFICE

L‘ R T R R s s
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