
Send Us Your News and Photos!
We want to hear about awards and recognition, upcoming events and activities. Mail c/o Hunter 
Education Instructor Newsletter, 1717 Mail Services Center, Raleigh NC 27699 or e-mail tra-
vis.casper@ncwildlife.org

Need to Know
The 2008-‘09 North Carolina Inland Fishing, Hunting and Trapping Regulations Digest 
features an ad promoting free hunter education on page 76. Also featured on page 63 is a re-
minder to hunters about proper disposal of animal remains after a successful hunt.

International Hunter Education Association - The Website is www.ihea.com. To access 
IHEA Instructor Resource password protected section, the username is <instructor> and pass-
word is <gohunt>.

North Carolina Instructors - Your Web page is at www.ncwildlife.org under the “Hunter Ed 
Instructor Resources” icon at the top right of the “Hunter and Safety” page. The password is 
<volunteer>. 

Hunter Education Instructor Newsletter for October, 
November and December 2008. Printed by the N.C. 
Department of Corrections, with 2,000 copies of this 
publication printed at a cost of XX per copy. 

The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission is an equal 
opportunity agency. 

Editorial Oversight: Travis Casper
Editor: Geoff Cantrell 

Instruction for Instructors
Timely Tip - The Importance of Body Language
Standing in front of a group of any size makes you the center of attention. But words only 
carry part of your message. Consider how you stand, the way you gesture, how you make eye 
contact and even the expressions on your face, and how it all affects the audience. 
Body language can go long way toward delivering an effective message or distracting listeners. 
Here are some tips:
• Stand (or sit) up straight, and remember to breathe. 
• Hold your head up and maintain good eye contact.
• Smile when you say “welcome” and whenever else appropriate.
• Don’t fold your arms, clinch your fists or make wild gestures.
You may not be aware of what you are saying with your body, but others will get the message. 
Make sure it’s the one you want to send.



Tree Stands Are Focus of Safety Campaign 
All four of the non-firearms related fatali-
ties reported last hunting season involved 
falls from a tree stand. 
“Unfortunately, none of the victims wore 
a fall restraint system, which is strongly 
recommended by hunter education instruc-
tors,” Capt. Chris Huebner said. “The 
widow of one of the victims approached us 
about how she could help prevent the type 
of accident that killed her husband. We 
developed a TV spot using her in front of 
the camera, in her own words.”
 It is one part of a media campaign to heighten awareness for hunters in using caution with 
tree stands. A feature article in the September issue of Wildlife in North Carolina magazine, 
by Bruce Ingram, highlights aspects of safe use.
“We also issued the ‘top five’ basic guidelines for tree stand safety in a news release,” Capt. 
Huebner said.       
• Always wear a full body harness. This is the best precaution anyone can use.
• Maintain three points of contact (hands and feet) when climbing up or down.
• Never carry anything when climbing – use a haul line!
• Check all belts, chains and attachment cords before use. 
• Avoid selecting a decaying or leaning tree, or a slippery-surfaced or smooth-bark tree.

      Finished Works film crew on location.

URGENT! 
Volunteer Instructor Hours Needed. If you spend an hour, record an hour. This is a re-
quest to all volunteers to make sure you record time spent on hunter education on cover 
sheets. Don’t think an hour here or there isn’t important. On the other side of the coin, 
don’t report hours you didn’t work. 
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Instructor Benefits 
To assist NRA certified instructors in their efforts to provide quality firearms-safety train-
ing, some companies offer products for purchase at a special discount. More information is 
available at http://www.ihea.com/instructors/special-offers-for-instructors.php. Not on the 
IHEA Website is this offer: Through December 31, 2008, Sturm, Ruger is offering several 
models of rifles, pistols and revolvers at special prices. 



National Archery in the Schools Program 
The National Archery in the Schools Program in North Carolina is a joint venture between 
public schools and the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission. Efforts are underway to increase 
participation in the program.
The program promotes learning, fun, health and fitness, and participation in the lifelong sport 
of archery. Students shoot at bulls-eye targets in a gym, with special backdrops and safety re-
straints. Equipment used is state-of-the art and designed to fit every student. Thanks to support 
from the archery industry, the $6,000 equipment kits can be purchased by schools for $2,800 
to $3,000. It is offered through physical education 
classes for grades 4-12. Core content covers archery 
history, safety, technique, mental concentration, 
physical fitness and self-improvement.
The best selling point is that archery is safe and 
there has never been an archery accident in NASP. 
The program builds math skills, teaches history 
and culture, stresses responsibility and encourages 
social interaction.
- Travis Casper, assistant state hunter education 
coordinator

  Miss Teen North Carolina and Capt. Huebner 

On Target With the Hunter Safety Coordinator 
 We’ve made some changes with the newsletter, as you’ve noticed. Our intention is to do a bet-
ter job in keeping in touch with you. Geoff Cantrell, the public information officer for Enforce-
ment, is helping Travis Casper, assistant state hunter education coordinator, put it all together.
We want to you to be a part of it, too. 
So let us know about your upcoming events, 
important things that are going on, your 
ideas and anything happening in the world 
of hunter education. Send e-mails to travis.
casper@ncwildlife.org or mail him at 1717 
Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-
1717.
The Hunter Education Advisory Committee 
met in July to amend the Youth Hunter Safe-
ty Tournament rules. The modifications have 
been posted on the Hunter Education Instruc-
tor Web page, which also has been updated. Go to www.ncwildlife.org, click on the “Education/
Workshops” link on left, click on “Hunting Education Courses” and at the top of the page is a 
list of subtopics. Click on it. The password is volunteer. 
By the time you read this, we should have the Internet course available online. 
	 – Capt. Chris Huebner


