
2015-2016 Black Bear Harvest by Region

COASTAL BEAR MANAGEMENT UNIT
                            Total         Total             Total         Total     Total Bear      Total Bear 
County                 Male        Female        Unknown      Bear    Game Lands   Other Lands
Beaufort                112            89                  0             201             1                  200
Bertie                     41             40                  0              81              0                   81
Bladen                    48             42                  0              90             16                  74
Brunswick              13             18                  0              31              2                   29
Camden                 36             27                  0              63              0                   63
Carteret                  25             11                  0              36              3                   33
Chowan                  9               4                   0              13              0                   13
Columbus               6               3                   0               9               0                    9
Craven                   39             28                  0              67              2                   65
Cumberland           21             15                  0              36              0                   36
Currituck               20             20                  0              40              0                   40
Dare                        1               1                   0               2               1                    1
Duplin                    9               6                   0              15              0                   15
Edgecombe             5               3                   1               9               0                    9
Gates                      54             23                  0              77              3                   74
Greene                    2               0                   0               2               0                    2
Halifax                    0               0                   0               0               0                    0
Hertford                 19             29                  0              48              0                   48
Hyde                     142            90                  1             233             5                  228
Jones                      70             46                  0             116             7                  109
Lenoir                    13             13                  0              26              0                   26
Martin                    34             22                  0              56              0                   56
Nash                       1               0                   0               1               0                    1
New Hanover          1               0                   0               1               0                    1
Northampton          5              11                  0              16              0                   16
Onslow                  30             19                  0              49              0                   49
Pamlico                  31             22                  0              53              0                   53
Pasquotank            11              3                   0              14              0                   14
Pender                    37             16                  0              53              9                   44
Perquimans             4               6                   0              10              0                   10
Pitt                         17             21                  0              38              0                   38
Robeson                  1               1                   0               2               0                    2
Sampson                14              6                   0              20              0                   20
Tyrrell                   179            84                  1             264            37                 227
Washington           63             42                  0             105             2                  103
Wayne                    0               0                   0               0               0                    0
Wilson                    2               1                   0               3               0                    3
Coastal Total      1,115         762                3           1,880          88               1,792
Percent of Total    59%           41%              0.2%                            5%                95%

North Carolina Big Game Harvest for
2015-2016 As reported by hunters to wild -
life cooperator agents, by telephone and on
the Internet.

l Why should a hunter go out of his way
to report the turkey gobbler he just
harvested?

l How many deer were harvested during
the season here in North Carolina?

l Was the total deer harvest for this period
greater or less than this figure for last
season?

l How is this information used?

These are questions that often surface dur ing
discussions of North Carolina’s big game
reporting system. The big game reporting
system is a procedure that requires all wild
turkey, boar, bear and deer harvested by
hunters here in the state be reported to 
a wildlife cooperator agent, by telephone 
to the Wildlife Resources Commission 
via a toll-free number or by the Internet.
This proce dure became man datory in the
fall of 1976.

Successful game management is based on
many factors and data, includ ing big game
harvest figures. The more that game man -
agers know about popula tion trends and
numbers, the easier it is for them to make
decisions that affect seasons and other 
reg u latory matters. Sound big game man -
age ment must be the result of combined
efforts of hunters and the staff of the
Wildlife Resources Commission.

While the figures in this report represent
the reported harvest and may vary from 
the actual harvest, they are the best such
figures available at this time. Please do 
your share to see that future reports of 
this nature are as complete as possible 
by reporting your big game harvests and 
by encouraging your fellow sportsmen 
to do the same.

Due to space limitations, not all the harvest
data collected by the Wildlife Resources
Commission can be presented here. Sports -
men can access more harvest data at
ncwildlife.org including daily, weekly and
zone harvest; harvest by weapon type and
use of dogs; and harvest on each game land.

See the section titled “Big Game Harvest
and Reporting” on page 57 for informa-
tion on the big game harvest reporting
proce dures.
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MOUNTAIN BEAR MANAGEMENT UNIT
                             Total         Total             Total         Total     Total Bear      Total Bear 
County                 Male        Female        Unknown      Bear    Game Lands   Other Lands
Alleghany                5               3                   0               8               0                    8
Ashe                       18             11                  0              29              3                   26
Avery                     29             19                  0              48             14                  34
Buncombe              38             23                  0              61              8                   53
Burke                     24              9                   0              33             19                  14
Caldwell                 33             18                  0              51             14                  37
Cherokee               44             21                  0              65             45                  20
Clay                       13             16                  0              29             24                   5
Cleveland                0               0                   0               0               0                    0
Graham                  71             45                  0             116            97                  19
Haywood               88             29                  0             117            33                  84
Henderson             18             10                  0              28              1                   27
Jackson                  35             28                  0              63             46                  17
Macon                    68             19                  0              87             72                  15
Madison                 84             36                  0             120            50                  70
McDowell               42             39                  0              81             41                  40
Mitchell                  25             12                  0              37              5                   32
Polk                        9               0                   0               9               3                    6
Rutherford             10              4                   0              14              1                   13
Surry                       7               1                   0               8               0                    8
Swain                     13             11                  0              24             15                   9
Transylvania           19             14                  0              33             12                  21
Watauga                 18              8                   0              26              1                   25
Wilkes                    20              9                   0              29              1                   28
Yancey                   53             30                  0              83             18                  65
Mountain Total     784            415                 0            1,199          523                676
Percent of Total    65%           35%               0%                            44%               56%

PIEDMONT BEAR MANAGEMENT UNIT
                            Total         Total             Total         Total      Total Bear      Total Bear 
County                 Male        Female        Unknown      Bear    Game Lands   Other Lands
Alexander               0                1                   0               1                0                    1
Caswell                   2                1                   0               3                0                    3
Catawba                  1                0                   0               1                0                    1
Durham                  1                0                   0               1                0                    1
Franklin                  2                1                   0               3                0                    3
Granville                 4                0                   0               4                0                    4
Harnett                   1                0                   0               1                0                    1
Johnston                 1                1                   0               2                0                    2
Person                     6                1                   0               7                0                    7
Rockingham            3                0                   0               3                0                    3
Stokes                     6                2                   0               8                0                    8
Vance                      1                0                   0               1                0                    1
Warren                   3                1                   0               4                0                    4
Piedmont Total      31              8                  0              39              0                  39
Percent of Total    79%           21%               0%                             0%               100%

Statewide Total    1,930         1,185                3            3,118          611               2,507
Percent of Total     62%           38%               0%                            20%               80%

There was no reported bear harvest for the 2015-2016 season in these Piedmont counties:
Alamance, Anson, Cabarrus, Chatham, Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Gaston, Guilford, Hoke, 
Iredell, Lee, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Moore, Orange, Randolph, Richmond,
Rowan, Scotland, Stanly, Union, Wake, and Yadkin. 



2015-2016 REPORTED WHITE-TAILED DEER HARVEST
Sex and Age of Harvest                                                        Harvest by Weapon Type Location

                      Antlered        Button                                          Antlered Bucks/                      Black-                              Game           Other
County             Bucks          Bucks           Does            Total         Sq. Mile          Gun           powder  Bow/Crossbow   Lands          Lands
Alamance            963               141             1,128            2,232             3.12             1,581             273           226/152             0               2,232
Alexander            449                58                413               920              2.11              618               179             77/46               0                 920
Alleghany            928               152               983             2,063             4.75             1,420             396           141/106            13              2,050
Anson                1,582             258             1,926            3,766             3.29             2,906             545            244/71             51              3,715
Ashe                  1,254             241             1,396            2,891             3.94             1,881             681           205/124            44              2,847
Avery                  398                37                202               637              1.95              455                38              95/49              53                584
Beaufort             1,242             154             1,044            2,440             1.69             2,232             135             56/17              63              2,377
Bertie                 1,652             256             1,744            3,652             2.60             3,313             171            131/37            131             3,521
Bladen               1,348             125               989             2,462             1.65             2,280              96              64/22              89              2,373
Brunswick           859                62                553             1,474             1.39             1,293             109             44/28              73              1,401
Buncombe           409                28                174               611              1.10              402                18             134/57             76                535
Burke                  811                60                477             1,348             2.37              940               162           121/125            78              1,270
Cabarrus             737               125               794             1,656             3.64             1,159             159           198/140             0               1,656
Caldwell              566                22                271               859              1.56              597                94              93/75              27                832
Camden              164                20                133               317              0.79              292                13               10/2               14                303
Carteret               326                37                268               631              0.80              535                67               23/6              150               481
Caswell              1,264             211             1,314            2,789             3.20             2,051             487            167/84            217             2,572
Catawba              572                86                591             1,249             2.50              769               274            95/111              0               1,249
Chatham           1,189             150             1,311            2,650             1.94             1,722             455           306/167           262             2,388
Cherokee            394                19                135               548              0.99              331                44              80/93             101               447
Chowan              346                64                398               808              2.20              769                19               14/6               21                787
Clay                    197                 2                  89                288              0.91              167                19              56/46              50                238
Cleveland            920                83                824             1,827             2.77             1,309             135           225/158             0               1,827
Columbus           975                84                774             1,833             1.16             1,689              90              42/12              30              1,803
Craven               1,434             116             1,008            2,558             2.45             2,247             172            103/36            197             2,361
Cumberland        594                49                354               997              1.41              863                51              58/25               5                 992
Currituck            226                31                242               499              1.00              426                36               30/7               24                475
Dare                     78                 13                 76                167              0.20               88                 50               25/4               48                119
Davidson           1,257             139             1,153            2,549             3.39             1,907             318           174/150            65              2,484
Davie                  434                56                427               917              2.00              641               162             70/44              26                891
Duplin               1,496             115               958             2,569             1.99             2,402              76              75/16              12              2,557
Durham              400                32                404               836              2.98              457               103           166/110           153               683
Edgecombe        1,558             173             1,101            2,832             3.55             2,579             155             78/20              14              2,818
Forsyth               648                98                627             1,373             4.51              738               266           228/141             0               1,373
Franklin            1,266             174               960             2,400             3.01             2,193              84              85/38              12              2,388
Gaston                594                97                642             1,333             3.57              750               215           194/174             0               1,333
Gates                   795               160               734             1,689             2.45             1,571              60              45/13              35              1,654
Graham                54                  2                   4                  60               0.20               50                  5                 3/2                44                 16
Granville            1,208             141               939             2,288             2.65             1,582             361           215/130            97              2,191
Greene                508                41                327               876              2.10              778                36              50/12               0                 876
Guilford              932               109               936             1,977             3.41             1,209             321           311/136             0               1,977
Halifax               2,056             280             1,815            4,151             3.24             3,795             210            108/38            114             4,037
Harnett               839               104               589             1,532             1.76             1,320              84              83/45               1               1,531
Haywood            189                 0                  28                217              0.52              183                 8                17/9               43                174
Henderson          280                13                 98                391              1.25              254                14              75/48              40                351
Hertford              831               163               926             1,920             2.60             1,714              93              98/15              35              1,885
Hoke                   259                12                141               412              0.77              344                23              33/12              11                401
Hyde                   562                97                644             1,303             0.98             1,091             154              50/8               74               1,22/
Iredell                1,020             154             1,035            2,209             2.57             1,527             377           166/139             0               2,209
Jackson               192                 1                  13                206              0.49              176                 4               15/11             104               102
Johnston             991                92                705             1,788             1.68             1,515              73             145/55              0               1,788
Jones                   883                74                573             1,530             1.96             1,424              72               27/7              101             1,429
Lee                      279                48                231               558              1.43              405                67              54/32              13                545
Lenoir                 739                59                510             1,308             2.25             1,190              62               49/7                0               1,308
Lincoln               684               133               784             1,601             3.41             1,038             321           115/127             0               1,601
Macon                 485                13                216               714              1.06              413                55            129/117           170               544
Madison              755                28                299             1,082             1.85              725                54             206/97            100               982
Martin                 997               127               826             1,950             2.51             1,809             100              33/8               89              1,861
McDowell            450                19                218               687              1.19              524                54              62/47              61                626
Mecklenburg       362                59                385               806              4.93              332               117           216/141             0                 806

BIG
 G

A
M

E H
A

RV
EST REPO

RTS

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       2016/17 • 85



86 • 2016/17                                                                                                                

BI
G

 G
A

M
E 

H
A

RV
ES

T 
RE

PO
RT

S
                              
2015-2016 REPORTED WHITE-TAILED DEER HARVEST (continued)

Sex and Age of Harvest                                                         Harvest by Weapon Type Location
                      Antlered        Button                                          Antlered Bucks/                      Black-                              Game           Other
County             Bucks          Bucks           Does            Total         Sq. Mile          Gun           powder  Bow/Crossbow   Lands          Lands

Mitchell               602                47                381             1,030             3.09              662                58            181/129            25              1,005
Montgomery      1,209             166             1,191            2,566             2.71             1,873             476           110/107           266             2,300
Moore                1,593             144             1,132            2,869             2.71             2,293             284            208/84             13              2,856
Nash                   970                82                693             1,745             2.35             1,597              75              57/16               5               1,740
New Hanover       64                  9                  49                122              0.93               99                  6                12/5                4                 118
Northampton    2,101             337             2,061            4,499             4.23             4,037             272            163/27             75              4,424
Onslow              1,081             170               894             2,145             1.80             1,724             197            170/54             59              2,086
Orange                856               125               894             1,875             2.76             1,264             198           255/158             9               1,866
Pamlico               484                43                342               869              1.60              783                60               17/9               11                858
Pasquotank         237                35                152               424              1.23              391                17               14/2                0                 424
Pender               1,301             135               996             2,432             1.71             2,223             105             81/23             155             2,277
Perquimans         371                85                416               872              1.61              782                28              48/14               0                 872
Person               1,072             182             1,193            2,447             3.16             1,775             437            141/94             66              2,381
Pitt                    1,278             122               850             2,250             2.45             2,045              78              99/28               0               2,250
Polk                    501                53                524             1,078             2.42              795                66             119/98             59              1,019
Randolph           1,492             259             1,672            3,423             2.37             2,539             494           234/156            55              3,368
Richmond          1,210              94                767             2,071             3.04             1,818             165             65/23              98              1,973
Robeson              697                58                484             1,239             0.88             1,140              50              36/13              10              1,229
Rockingham      1,473             252             1,527            3,252             3.24             2,245             539           282/186             0               3,252
Rowan                 930               150               941             2,021             2.49             1,476             259           180/106            89              1,932
Rutherford         1,032             106               770             1,908             2.24             1,413             148           199/148            10              1,898
Sampson            1,108             108               714             1,930             1.31             1,829              55              29/17              20              1,910
Scotland              388                23                258               669              1.42              584                40               37/8               43                626
Stanly                1,057             144             1,096            2,297             3.38             1,765             257           158/117            22              2,275
Stokes                1,145             180             1,322            2,647             2.96             1,508             700           237/202             0               2,647
Surry                 1,163             141               977             2,281             2.68             1,544             454           168/115            13              2,268
Swain                  113                 0                  50                163              0.66              103                 9               29/22              81                 82
Transylvania        188                 8                  70                266              0.62              178                12              61/15              94                172
Tyrrell                 309                48                332               689              0.83              526               138              23/2               81                608
Union                1,137             231             1,351            2,719             2.85             1,992             261           260/206             0               2,719
Vance                  958                90                633             1,681             4.69             1,447             102            103/29             90              1,591
Wake                 1,278             120               836             2,234             4.05             1,377             161           463/233           280             1,954
Warren               991               169               810             1,970             2.57             1,827              80              32/31              30              1,940
Washington        551               126               649             1,326             1.74             1,162              92               69/3               42              1,284
Watauga              683                95                684             1,462             3.00             1,004             224           122/112             8               1,454
Wayne                792                76                589             1,457             1.87             1,316              58              55/28               0               1,457
Wilkes               1,750             189             1,463            3,402             2.79             2,413             628           233/128            33              3,369
Wilson                555                45                408             1,008             1.86              925                37              33/13               0               1,008
Yadkin                729                89                804             1,622             2.51             1,184             296             80/62               0               1,622
Yancey                815                51                496             1,362             2.89              915                85            170/192            51              1,311

State                82,144         10,084         70,330        162,558          2.15          127,544        16,773    11,471/6,770     5,128         157,430



                        Adult                         Total       Game     Other
County         Gobblers     Jakes       Turkeys     Lands     Lands
Alamance           125            25              150             0           150
Alexander           38             19               57              0            57
Alleghany           149            23              172             1           171
Anson                154            55              209             2           207
Ashe                   188            45              233             8           225
Avery                  94             20              114            19           95
Beaufort             168            39              207             3           204
Bertie                 267            47              314            13          301
Bladen               346            78              424            26          398
Brunswick          232            26              258            12          246
Buncombe         238            62              300            21          279
Burke                 190            73              263            47          216
Cabarrus             97             42              139             0           139
Caldwell             138            49              187            13          174
Camden              39             12               51              1            50
Carteret               83             26              109            16           93
Caswell              307            46              353            27          326
Catawba             115            56              171             0           171
Chatham            148            21              169            15          154
Cherokee           188            33              221            90          131
Chowan              88             22              110             0           110
Clay                    45              7                52             17           35
Cleveland           192            69              261             3           258
Columbus          317            33              350             1           349
Craven               332            49              381            27          354
Cumberland        67             15               82              0            82
Currituck            55             15               70              3            67
Dare                     1               0                 1               1             0
Davidson           212            68              280             4           276
Davie                 116            45              161             7           154
Duplin               361            58              419             1           418
Durham              57              3                60             15           45
Edgecombe        212            53              265             9           256
Forsyth              128            37              165             0           165
Franklin             266            61              327             1           326
Gaston                71             30              101             0           101
Gates                  144            23              167             6           161
Graham              96             17              113            62           51
Granville            193            31              224             8           216
Greene                61             13               74              0            74
Guilford             124            25              149             0           149
Halifax               346            80              426            15          411
Harnett              146            47              193             0           193
Haywood           108            50              158            17          141
Henderson          88             21              109            12           97
Hertford             127            26              153             5           148
Hoke                   44              8                52              0            52
Hyde                   45              6                51              1            50
Iredell                120            42              162             0           162
Jackson              125            24              149            44          105

                        Adult                         Total       Game     Other
County         Gobblers     Jakes       Turkeys     Lands     Lands
Johnston             42              5                47              0            47
Jones                  182            25              207             7           200
Lee                      45              9                54              3            51
Lenoir                 83             16               99              0            99
Lincoln              134            42              176             0           176
Macon                143            20              163            58          105
Madison             241            55              296            30          266
Martin                161            22              183            12          171
McDowell          155            51              206            34          172
Mecklenburg       14              4                18              0            18
Mitchell              92             29              121            10          111
Montgomery      131            33              164            18          146
Moore                186            46              232             4           228
Nash                  129            24              153             1           152
New Hanover      21              3                24              0            24
Northampton     354            50              404            10          394
Onslow              307            63              370            15          355
Orange               107            11              118             0           118
Pamlico               64             15               79              1            78
Pasquotank         33              8                41              0            41
Pender               435            52              487            20          467
Perquimans         95             20              115             0           115
Person                189            32              221            10          211
Pitt                     199            48              247             0           247
Polk                   109            34              143            18          125
Randolph           154            44              198             7           191
Richmond           77             14               91              8            83
Robeson              74             22               96              0            96
Rockingham      429            55              484             0           484
Rowan               211            96              307            19          288
Rutherford         284            61              345            25          320
Sampson            215            32              247             4           243
Scotland              28             11               39              4            35
Stanly                 109            44              153             1           152
Stokes                305            63              368             0           368
Surry                  195            33              228             1           227
Swain                  74             12               86             35           51
Transylvania       66             17               83             17           66
Tyrrell                 19              2                21              3            18
Union                 53             20               73              0            73
Vance                 130            17              147             5           142
Wake                  67              8                75              7            68
Warren              179            44              223            14          209
Washington        63             15               78              4            74
Watauga             96             28              124             2           122
Wayne                41              8                49              0            49
Wilkes               204            84              288            11          277
Wilson                68              8                76              0            76
Yadkin                90             34              124             0           124
Yancey               143            52              195            14          181
Totals             14,616      3,316        17,932      1,005     16,927

Reported Spring Wild Turkey Harvest in the Last 10 Years:
2005                9,824
2006               11,706
2007               10,082
2008                   11,313
2009 12,579
2010                   13,756

2016 REPORTED SPRING WILD TURKEY HARVEST
(Includes 1,234 birds harvested during Youth Season)

2011                   14,476
2012                   15,451
2013                   18,409
2014                   16,912
2015                   17,828
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