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McDowell County
Old Fort: Mill Creek (U.S. 70 bridge to the I-40 bridge)
[Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply]

Mitchell County
Bakersville: Cane Creek (N.C. 226 bridge to S.R. 1189 bridge) 
[Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply]
Spruce Pine: North Toe River (U.S. 19E bridge to N.C. 226
bridge) [Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply]

Yancey County
Burnsville: South Toe River (property boundaries of the Yancey
County Toe River Campground) [Hatchery Supported Trout
Waters regulations apply]

Trout Fishing on Game Lands
l All waters on the game lands listed below are Public Mountain
Trout Waters and are classified as Wild Trout Waters, except
as noted:
- Cold Mountain Game Land in Haywood Co.
- Dupont State Forest Game Land in Henderson and Transylvania
counties, except Little River from 100 yards downstream of
Hooker Falls downstream to the Dupont State Forest boundary,
Lake Imaging, Lake Dense, Lake Alfred, Lake Julia, and Fawn Lake.

- Green River Game Land in Henderson and Polk counties,
excluding Green River downstream of the natural gas 
pipeline crossing.

- Nantahala National Forest Game Land in Cherokee, Clay,
Graham, Jackson, Macon, Swain and Transylvania counties,
except Cheoah River downstream of Santeetlah Reservoir 
and Cherokee Lake.

- Pisgah National Forest Game Land in Avery, Buncombe,
Burke, Caldwell, Haywood, Henderson, Madison, McDowell,
Mitchell, Transylvania and Yancey counties, except Grogan
Creek, North Fork Catawba River downstream of the mouth
of Armstrong Creek, Big Laurel Creek downstream from the
U.S. 25-70 bridge to the French Broad River, Mill Ridge Pond,
Nolichucky River, Pigeon River downstream of Waterville
Reservoir to the Tennessee state line, and Spring Creek below
USFS Road 223.

-  Pond Mountain Game Land in Ashe Co.
- South Mountains Game Land in Cleveland and Rutherford
counties.

- Three Top Mountain Game Land in Ashe Co.
- Thurmond Chatham Game Land in Wilkes Co.
- Toxaway Game Land in Transylvania Co.

Trout Fishing on the Blue Ridge Parkway Angling opportunities
on the Blue Ridge Parkway are managed by the National Park
Service which establishes fishing regulations for parkway waters.
The Wildlife Resources Commission aides with management by
stocking catchable-size trout into the following waters:

County Water
Alleghany Brush Creek
Alleghany Big Pine Creek
Alleghany Meadow Fork
Avery Linville River
Buncombe Swannanoa River
Watauga Middle Fork of the New River
Watauga Price Lake

Specific fishing regulations are displayed on signs located near fish -
ing access points, and all persons age 16 or older must possess a
valid North Carolina or Virginia fishing license to fish parkway

waters. In addition, the parkway provides wild and catch-and-
release trout fishing, as well as, angling for bass and sunfish.  

For more information on fishing in parkway waters, contact:
Blue Ridge Parkway, 199 Hemphill Knob Road, Asheville, 
NC 28803. Telephone: 828-271-4779, or at their website:
http://www.nps.gov/blri/parkmgmt/lawsandpolicies.htm. 

Trout Fishing on North Carolina State Parks Fishing in waters
within a state park is limited to park operating hours. Additional
park information may be obtained at ncparks.gov or by
contacting the following park offices:

South Mountains State Park  828-433-4772
Stone Mountain State Park   336-957-8185
Gorges State Park   828-966-9099

NONGAME FISH
Any fish not classified as a game fish is con sidered a nongame fish when
found in inland fishing waters and includes shellfish and crustaceans.
Sale of Nongame Fish
l Nongame fish caught on hook and line, grabbling and by special
fishing devices may be sold, subject to the following
restrictions:
1. Bowfin may not be sold.
2. Blueback herring and alewife taken by any method in inland 
waters may not be sold, except for those fish less than six 
inches in length that are taken from Kerr Reservoir (Granville,
Vance, and Warren counties).

3. American eel less than nine inches in length taken from inland
fishing waters may not be possessed or sold.

4. In Lake Tillery, Lake Wylie, Mountain Island Reservoir,
Lake Norman and Badin Lake the daily possession limit 
for blue catfish greater than 32 inches in length is one.

5. Blue crabs taken from inland fishing waters with a line 
containing multiple baits may not be sold.

6. Seasons and size and creel limits for gray trout are the same as 
those recreational limits established by Division of Marine Fish- 
er ies in adjacent joint and coastal fishing waters. For current 
limits, see portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/recreational-fishing-size- 
and-bag-limits or call 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632.

7. Those listed under “Miscellaneous Prohibitions” on page 35.
8. A special fishing device license is required when taking non-
game fish with special fishing devices and also subject to 
restrictions listed under “Special Fishing Devices,” on page 
30, “Seasons and Waters” on pages 31–35, and “Fishing  
on Game Lands” on page 22.

l The sale of commercially raised nongame fish is regulated by the
NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Manner of Taking Nongame Fish
l Nongame fish may be taken by hook and line or by grabbling; 
no fish may be taken by snagging. Special devices may be used 
to take nongame fish with proper licenses (see “Special Fishing
Devices,” page 30) in those counties and waters with open
seasons (see “Seasons and Waters” pages 31–35).

l Nongame fishes may be taken year-round with archery equipment
(see page 42) under any license that authorizes basic hunting or
inland fishing privileges in waterfowl impoundments located
entirely on game lands and in all inland fishing waters other
than the impounded waters on the Sandhills Game Land, Public
Mountain Trout Waters, and reservoirs with restrictions on
taking grass carp listed on page 29.  

l For special rules governing trotlines, see “Trotlines, Set-hooks
and Jug-hooks” (page 18).  
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