AGENDA

N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION
WEBINAR MEETING
August 11, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Monty Crump
This electronic meeting is being streamed live for the public to attend and recorded as a public
record. The recording of the meeting will be available at www.ncwildlife.org.
ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS PRESENT – Margo Minkler, Commission Liaison
MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY – North Carolina General Statute §138A-15 mandates that the
Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of interest and
appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquires as to whether there is any
known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any matters coming before the
Commission at this time. It is the duty of each Commissioner who is aware of such personal conflict
of interest or of an appearance of a conflict to notify the Chair of the same. Chairman Monty Crump
RULEMAKING
Temporary Rulemaking Adoption – 15A NCAC 10C Inland Fishing – Review Public comments
and consider request to adopt temporary rules on various inland fishing proposals – Christian Waters,
Inland Fisheries Division Chief (EXHIBITS A-1, A-2)
Temporary Rulemaking Adoption – 15A NCAC 10D .0240 Jordan Game Land in Chatham,
Durham, Orange, and Wake Counties – Review Public comments and consider request to adopt
temporary rules to manage Jordan Game Land – Daron Barnes, Land and Water Access Division
Chief (EXHIBITS B-1, B-2)
COMMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN – Chairman Crump
COMMENTS BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Executive Director Ingram
ADJOURN
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EXHIBIT A-1
August 11, 2022

Public Comments for Temporary Rules 15A NCAC 10C .0100, .0300, .0400,
.0700 Inland Fishing
Position

15A NCAC 10C .0307

Comment

Disagree

I fish for flounder quite a bit. Have seen no shortage in numbers. With gas prices and
only one flounder per person, can't hardly afford to go. Hook and Line Recreational
anglers should be able to keep at least three. Make size limit 16 inches but at least give
us an opportunity to make flounder fishing worth while.
15A NCAC 10C .0314 Striped Bass

Disagree

Hard to believe regulations have almost made it illegal to fish for striped bass.
15A NCAC 10C .0402 Taking Nongame Fishes for Bait or Personal Consumption

Support (1)
15A NCAC 10C .0409 Taking and Possession of Nongame Fishes
Disagree

Why?
15A NCAC 10C .0416 Blue Catfish, Channel Catfish, and Flathead Catfish

Disagree

Really??? Regulating catfish for a hook and line angler on catching a catfish? It is a
catfish!

*Additional comments are on following pages.
One public hearing was held on June 27, 2022

July 11, 2022
Rulemaking Coordinator
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
1701 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1701
regulations@ncwildlife.org
RE: Comments on N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission proposed adopted temporary rules
cited as 15A NCAC 10C .0325, .0326, .0409-.0430, and .0701 and proposed amended
temporary rules cited as 15A NCAC 10C .0307, .0314, .0401, and .0402, as published June
15, 2022 on the N.C. Office of Administrative Hearings website.
The North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries (“DMF”) appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (“WRC”) proposed adopted and
amended rules in 15A NCAC 10C as published June 15, 2022, on the N.C. Office of Administrative
Hearings website.
Currently the WRC regulates marine and estuarine species by referencing the regulations in
place in MFC rule. With the proposed temporary rules, the WRC is seeking to establish discrete rules
for a number of marine and estuarine species for which the MFC already has established
management and rules in place in the State waters of the Atlantic Ocean and coastal and joint fishing
waters. Because of the current fishing water boundaries, there are several inland fishing waters where
significant numbers of marine and estuarine species occur.
DMF does not dispute the WRC’s authority to establish rules in inland fishing waters.
However, we are concerned that the establishment of discrete inland fishing rules for marine and
estuarine species will increase public confusion (not avoid it, as stated in the reason for proposed
temporary action) and may negatively impact the state’s ability to successfully manage marine and
estuarine species subject to the Fisheries Reform Act requirements for sustainable management.
These concerns were described at length in DMF’s public comment for the WRC proposed amended
and adopted rules in 15A NCAC 10C as published in the January 18, 2022, issue of the N.C. Register
(attached). While the MFC is under a set of legislatively required sustainable fisheries management
practices for these species, the WRC is not. This creates substantial differences in the methods of
management used by the two agencies. Adaptive management is a tool used by fisheries managers in
fishery management plans (FMP) to ensure sustainable harvest goals are achieved in a timely
manner. By creating discrete inland fishing regulations for fish currently managed under state FMPs,
the WRC may inadvertently cause overharvest of certain species, because of their inability to monitor
these marine and estuarine populations and to adjust regulations quickly.
While the DMF does not agree with discrete WRC rules for these species, we do agree with
the WRC’s intent to establish regulations for marine and estuarine species that are currently
unregulated in inland fishing waters. The DMF questions the need for temporary rulemaking,
specifically for species such as flounder that are already regulated in inland fishing waters via

reference to current MFC rule and proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director. However, if WRC
has identified a need for temporary rulemaking, the DMF requests that they continue with current
management practices and reference MFC rule and proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director for
any marine and estuarine species managed in accordance with the Fisheries Reform Act. This is the
current standard of management for these species and is the most harmonious with successful species
management and public clarity.
This request is made with an understanding that there is a need for clarity regarding MFC and
WRC authority in some areas and the DMF welcomes further discussion between both parties to
work towards a solution that best serves the public and the State resources we both manage. Again,
DMF is appreciative of this opportunity to comment on WRC’s proposed adopted and amended
temporary rules in 15A NCAC 10C as published June 15, 2022, on the N.C. Office of Administrative
Hearings website.

Sincerely,

Kathy B. Rawls
Director, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries
Attachment
Cc:

Bill Lane, NCDEQ
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July 11, 2022
Rulemaking Coordinator
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
1701 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1701
regulations@ncwildlife.org
RE:

NCMFC Comments on North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission proposed
temporary rules in 15A NCAC 10C

The North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission (“MFC”) appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (“WRC”) proposed temporary
rules in 15A NCAC 10C as published in the June 15, 2022, issue of the N.C. Register. Many of
the proposed rules are the same or substantially similar to the permanent rules published in the
January 18, 2022 issue of the N.C. Register. Both the MFC and the Division of Marine Fisheries
submitted public comments detailing concerns with the proposed rules. To the extent that the
proposed temporary rules mirror the permanent rule language, those concerns remain, particularly
with respect to the authority over hook and line authority in joint waters. A copy of the MFC’s
previous public comment is attached and incorporated by reference as if set forth fully herein. The
MFC also has concerns about the WRC’s proposed approach to regulation of marine and estuarine
species found in inland waters, as detailed below. Although the MFC disagrees with the WRC’s
proposed approach on these matters, the MFC shares WRC’s concern that these resources may not
be adequately regulated in inland waters. The MFC hopes to work collaboratively with WRC to
addressing these issues as the two agencies are also engaged in revising the joint rules.

Regulation of Marine and Estuarine Resources in Inland Fishing Waters
WRC’s existing rules for the regulation of marine and estuarine resources found in inland
waters by reference to the MFC’s rules and proclamations for those species. The existing approach
ensures that the WRC’s regulations adjust as the MFC’s management adapts to changing
conditions. The proposed temporary rules remove this flexibility and replaces it with static size,
P.O. Box 769, Morehead City, NC 28557-0769
www.ncfisheries.net

season and bag limits that are not tied to the MFC’s rules in any way. This is concerning for several
reasons. First, WRC is purporting to exercise independent regulatory authority over marine and
estuarine species. While the proposed temporary rules mirror the current MFC regulations in many
regards, there is nothing to prevent the WRC from departing from the MFC regulations either by
direct action or through failure to incorporate future changes by the MFC. As the sole State agency
tasked by the legislature with managing the State’s marine and estuarine resources, it is concerning
that a separate agency is attempting to exercise independent regulatory authority over those same
resources based on geography alone.
Even if future WRC rules were to continue to track with changes made to MFC rules, the
elimination of the references to MFC rules adds unnecessary steps, creates confusion for the
regulated community and introduces significant delay into any changes made by the MFC. The
current approach immediately implements any changes made by the MFC, which creates a
seamless regulatory framework designed around the needs of the resource, not geographic
boundaries. Under the proposed rules, changes by the MFC would have to be implemented by
separate rulemaking action by the WRC. While this may be the intended result of these changes,
the MFC remains the only State agency charged with management for marine and estuarine
resources. Furthermore, such a delay in implementation would likely lead to increased confusion
for anglers who would be subject to differing regulations for the same species based exclusively
on geographic location. The delay may also contribute to the overharvest of species, which was
recently the case with striped bass. Such overharvests may jeopardize the state’s capacity to meet
requirements in the Fisheries Reform Act. Such a disjointed management approach also has the
potential to cause the State to fall out of compliance with requirements for stocks managed jointly
with federal commissions such as the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, and Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council when prompt
adjustments in management are necessary.
For the above reasons, the MFC urges the WRC to reconsider its proposed temporary
rulemaking, particularly for marine and estuarine resources within the MFC’s authority. The
MFC objects not only to the proposed rules but also to the need for temporary rules on these
matters.
Sincerely,

W. Robert Bizzell, Chairman
North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission

P.O. Box 769, Morehead City, NC 28557-0769
www.ncfisheries.net

EXHIBIT A-2
August 11, 2022

Proposed Temporary Amendments to 15A NCAC 10C – Inland Fishing Rules
Recommended by Agency Staff for Adoption
15A NCAC 10C .0300 Game Fish
10C .0307, 10C .0325, and 10C .0326
Establish daily creel limits, size limits, and seasons for Flounder, Sea Trout, and Red Drum.
15A NCAC 10C .0307 Founder (page 3)
15A NCAC 10C .0325 Sea Trout (page 6)
15A NCAC 10C .0326 Red Drum (page 7)

10C .0314
Update rule text and simplify formatting and maintain reduced creel limit on the Roanoke River.
15A NCAC 10C .0314 Striped Bass (page 4-5)

15A NCAC 10C .0400 Nongame Fish in Inland Fishing Waters
10C .0401
Update rule text and simplify formatting. Focus rule specific to inland fishing waters. Clarify the
use of archery equipment for taking nongame fishes. Relocate species-specific creel limits, size
limits, and seasons to separate rules. Relocate text prohibiting the alteration of appearance for
nongame fishes with a specific size or creel limit.
15A NCAC 10C .0401 Manner of Taking Nongame Fishes (pages 8-10)

10C .0402
Modify the rule title, update rule text, and simplify formatting. Clarify that American Shad
and Hickory Shad may be taken with dip nets and bow nets from March 1-April 30. Relocate
text prohibiting the alteration of appearance for nongame fishes with a specific size or creel
limit.

15A NCAC 10C .0402 Taking Nongame Fishes by Special Device for Bait or Personal Consumption (pages 1112)

10C .0409
Consolidate and clarify general restrictions on taking, possessing, and altering the appearance of
nongame fishes.
15A NCAC 10C .0409 Taking and Possession of Nongame Fishes (page 13)

10C .0410, 10C .0413, 10C .0415, 10C .0416, 10C .0418, 10C .0419, 10C .0421, and 10C
.0423
Establish species-specific rules for American Eel, Blue Catfish, Blue Crab, Bowfin, Channel
Catfish, Flathead Catfish, freshwater mussels, Grass Carp, Margined Madtom, river herring, and
Tadpole Madtom.

15A NCAC 10C .0410 American Eel (page 14)
15A NCAC 10C .0413 Blue Crab (page 17)
15A NCAC 10C .0415 Bowfin (page 19)
15A NCAC 10C .0416 Blue Catfish, Channel Catfish, and Flathead Catfish (page 20)
15A NCAC 10C .0418 Freshwater Mussels (page 22)
15A NCAC 10C .0419 Grass Carp (page 23)
15A NCAC 10C .0421 Margined Madtom and Tadpole Madtom (page 25)
15A NCAC 10C .0423 Alewife and Blueback Herring (page 27)

10C .0411, 10C .0412, 10C .0414, 10C .0417, 10C .0420, 10C .0422, 10C .0424, 10C .0425,
10C .0426, 10C .0427, 10C .0428, 10C .0429, and 10C .0430
Establish size limits, creel limits, seasons, and species that may be sold for Atlantic Croaker,
Black Drum, Bluefish, Cobia, King Mackerel, mullet, sharks, Sheepshead, Spanish Mackerel,
Spot, Tarpon, and Weakfish.

15A NCAC 10C .0411 Atlantic Croaker (page 15)
15A NCAC 10C .0412 Black Drum (page 16)
15A NCAC 10C .0414 Bluefish (page 18)
15A NCAC 10C .0417 Cobia (page 21)
15A NCAC 10C .0420 King Mackerel (page 24)
15A NCAC 10C .0422 Striped Mullet and White Mullet (page 26)
15A NCAC 10C .0424 Sharks (page 28)
15A NCAC 10C .0425 Sheepshead (page 29)
15A NCAC 10C .0426 Spanish Mackerel (page30)
15A NCAC 10C .0427 Spot (page 31)
15A NCAC 10C .0428 Tarpon (page 32)
15A NCAC 10C .0429 Weakfish (Gray Trout) (page 33)
15A NCAC 10C .0430 Other Fishes (page 34)

15A NCAC 10C .0700 Game Fish in Coastal Fishing Waters
10C .0701
Clearly identify inland game fish in coastal fishing waters. Clarify these fish may only be taken
with hook and line and when taken incidental to commercial fishing operations shall be
immediately returned to the water unharmed. Include reference to size limits, creel limits, and
seasons in Section .0300, general possession limits, and text prohibiting the alteration of
appearance.
15A NCAC 10C .0801 Inland Game Fishes Designated in Coastal Fishing Waters (page 35)
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15A NCAC 10C .0307

FLOUNDER, SEA TROUT, AND RED DRUM FLOUNDER

In inland fishing waters, Sea Trout (Spotted or Speckled), Flounder, and Red Drum (also known as Channel Bass, Red
Fish or Puppy Drum) recreational seasons, size limits, and creel limits are the same as those established in the Rules
of the Marine Fisheries Commission or proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director in adjacent joint or coastal
fishing waters.
(a) The daily creel limit for flounder is one fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 15 inches.
(c) The season for taking and possessing flounder is September 1 through September 30.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Eff. November 1, 2013;
Readopted Eff. October 1, 2021.
Temporary Amendment Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0314

STRIPED BASS

(a) The daily creel limit for Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids is four fish in the aggregate, except in waters
identified in Paragraphs (b), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i), and (j) d and (g) through (l) of this Rule.
(b) The minimum size limit for these fish is 20 inches, except in waters identified in Paragraphs (b), (c), (d), (e), (f),
(g), (h), (i), and (j)(d) through (l) of this Rule.
(c) There is no closed season, except for waters identified in Paragraphs (g), (h), (i), (j), and (k)(i) through (m) of this
Rule.
(b)(d) In the Dan River upstream from its confluence with Bannister River to the dam at Union Street in Danville, VA
and in John H. Kerr Reservoir, the daily creel limit on Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids is two in the aggregate
and the minimum size limit is 20 inches from October 1 through May 31. From June 1 through September 30, the
daily creel limit on Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids is four in the aggregate with no minimum size limit.
(c)(e) In Lake Gaston and Roanoke Rapids Reservoir, the minimum size limit for Striped Bass striped bass and its
hybrids is 20 inches from October 1 through May 31. There is no minimum size limit for these fish from June 1
through September 30.
(d)(f) In Lake Norman, Hyco Lake, Moss Lake, Mountain Island Reservoir, Oak Hollow Lake, Lake Thom-A-Lex,
Lake Townsend, and Salem Lake the minimum size limit for Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids is 16 inches.
(e)(g) In Lake Chatuge in Clay County, the daily creel limit is 15 in the aggregate. There is no minimum size limit,
but only two may be greater than 22 inches.
(f)(h) In Lake Mattamuskeet, and in the Pee Dee River and its tributaries downstream from the Blewett Falls Dam to
the South Carolina state line, the daily creel limit for Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids is three fish in the
aggregate, and the minimum size limit is 18 inches.
(g)(i) In the inland fishing waters of Neuse, Pungo, and Tar Pamlico rivers and their tributaries extending upstream
to the first impoundment of the main course on the river or its tributaries, and in all other inland fishing waters east of
Interstate 95 not specified in Paragraphs (f), (h) (i), and (j)and (j) through (l) of this Rule, the daily creel limit for
Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids is two fish in the aggregate. The minimum size limit is 26 inches. In these
waters, the season for taking and possessing Striped Bass striped bass is closed from May 1 through September 30.
(h)(j) In the inland fishing waters of the Cape Fear River and its tributaries downstream of Buckhorn Dam and in the
ponds associated with Martin Marietta Park in Craven County, the season for taking and possessing Striped Bass
striped bass is closed year-round.
(i)(k) In the inland and joint fishing waters of the Roanoke River Striped Bass Management Area, as established in
15A NCAC 03R .0201 and identified in 15A NCAC 10C .011 which includes the Roanoke, Cashie, Middle, and
Eastmost rivers and their tributaries, the open season for taking and possessing Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids
is March 1 through April 30 from the joint-coastal fishing waters boundary at Albemarle Sound upstream to Roanoke
Rapids Lake dam. During the open season, the daily creel limit for Striped Bass striped bass and its hybrids is two one
fish in the aggregate, and the minimum size limit is 18 inches. No fish between 22 inches and 27 inches in length shall
be possessed in the daily creel limit. Only one fish larger than 27 inches may be possessed in the daily creel limit.
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(j)(l) In designated inland and joint fishing waters of Roanoke Sound, Croatan Sound, Albemarle Sound, Chowan
River, Currituck Sound, Alligator River, Scuppernong River, and their tributaries (excluding the Roanoke River and
Cashie River and their tributaries), the Striped Bass striped bass fishing season, size limits, and creel limits are the
same as those established by rules or proclamations of the Marine Fisheries Commission in adjacent joint or coastal
fishing waters.
(k)(m) In accordance with G.S. 113-292, the Executive Director may, by proclamation, suspend, suspend or extend
the hook-and-line season for Striped Bass striped bass in the inland and joint waters of coastal rivers and their
tributaries. It is unlawful to violate the provisions of any proclamation issued under this authority.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Eff. November 1, 2013;
Amended Eff. June 1, 2018; August 1, 2016; August 1, 2015; August 1, 2014;
Readopted Eff. August 1, 2019;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2021; August 1, 2020;
Temporary Amendment Eff. September 1, 2022;
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15A NCAC 10C .0325

SEA TROUT

(a) The daily creel limit for sea trout (spotted or speckled) is four fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 14 inches.
(c) There is no closed season.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0326

RED DRUM

(a) The daily creel limit for red drum (also known as channel bass, red fish or puppy drum) is one fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 18 inches and no fish over 27 inches may be possessed in the daily creel limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305
Temporary Amendment Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0401

MANNER OF TAKING NONGAME FISHES

(a) Except as permitted by the rules in this Section, it is unlawful no person shall to take nongame fishes from the
inland fishing waters of North Carolina in any manner other than with hook and line, grabbling, or special device with
a special device fishing license.license, or inland fishing license.
(b) Nongame fishes may be taken from inland fishing waters by hook and line, grabbling, or special device with a
special device fishing license at any time without restriction as to size limits or creel limits, except as designated
specified in this Rule. Section.
(c) Special devices may only be used to take nongame fishes with a special device fishing license shall only be used
in those counties and waters with open season designated in Rule .0407 of this Section. 15A NCAC 10C .0407.
(d) Archery equipment may used with either a hunting license or inland fishing license may only be used to take
nongame fishes year-round in all inland fishing waters, except:
(1)

for the take of catfish on in the Pee Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam to the South
Carolina state line and in all tributaries, where only catfish can be taken.;

(2)

in impounded waters located on the Sandhills Game Land; and

(3)

in public mountain trout waters.

(e) Set hooks, jug hooks, and trotlines may be used to take nongame fishes as designated in 15A NCAC 10C .0206.
(f) The season for taking nongame fishes by hook and line in designated public mountain trout waters is the same as
the trout fishing season. Trout seasons are designated in 15A NCAC 10C .0316.
(g) Freshwater mussels, including the Asiatic clam (Corbicula fluminea), may be taken only from impounded waters,
except mussels shall not be taken in:
(1)

Lake Waccamaw in Columbus County; and

(2)

University Lake in Orange County.

The daily possession limit for freshwater mussels is 200 in the aggregate, except there is no daily possession limit for
the Asiatic clam (Corbicula fluminea).
(h) Blue crabs shall have a minimum carapace width of five inches (point to point) and it is unlawful to possess more
than 50 crabs per person per day or to exceed 100 crabs per vessel per day.
(i) While boating on or fishing in the following inland fishing waters, no person shall take river herring (alewife and
blueback herring) that are greater than six inches in length, or possess such herring regardless of origin in:
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(1)

Roanoke River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam;

(2)

Tar River downstream of Rocky Mount Mill Dam;

(3)

Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam;

(4)

Cape Fear River downstream of Buckhorn Dam;

(5)

Pee Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam;

(6)

Lumber River, including Drowning Creek;

(7)

all the tributaries to the rivers listed above; and

(8)

all other inland fishing waters east of I-95.

(j) In waters that are stocked and managed for catfish and located on game lands, on Commission-owned property,
or on the property of a cooperator, including waters within the Community Fishing Program, it is unlawful to take
channel or blue catfish by means other than hook and line; the daily creel limit for channel catfish is seven. Waters
where this creel limit applies shall be posted on-site with signs indicating the creel limit.
(k) The daily creel limit for blue catfish greater than 32 inches is one fish in the following waters:
(1)

Lake Norman;

(2)

Mountain Island Lake;

(3)

Lake Wylie;

(4)

Badin Lake;

(5)

Lake Tillery;

(6)

John H. Kerr Reservoir (North Carolina portion);

(7)

Dan River (Downstream of the Union Street Dam in Danville, VA);

(8)

Lake Gaston (North Carolina portion); and

(9)

Roanoke Rapids Reservoir.

(l) The daily creel limit is five catfish in aggregate on the Pee Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam to the
South Carolina state line and all tributaries.
(m) The daily creel limit for American eels taken from or possessed, regardless or origin, while boating on or fishing
in inland fishing waters is 25, and the minimum size limit is 9 inches. Eels greater than 9 inches in length and with a
minimum body depth greater than ½ inch may be cut for use as bait.
(n) Grass carp shall not be taken or possessed on Lake James, Lookout Shoals Lake, Mountain Island Reservoir, and
Lake Wylie, except that one fish per day may be taken with archery equipment.
(o) Grass carp shall not be taken or possessed on Lake Norman and the North Carolina portion of John H. Kerr
Reservoir, except for scientific study by permit issued by the Wildlife Resources Commission.
(p) In inland fishing waters, gray trout (weakfish) recreational seasons, size limits, and creel limits are the same as
those established by Marine Fisheries Commission rule or proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director in adjacent
joint or coastal fishing waters.
(q) No person while fishing shall remove the head or tail or otherwise change the appearance of any nongame fish
specified in Paragraphs (h), (i), (k), (m), and (p) of this Rule having a size limit so as to render it impractical to measure
its total original length, except as provided in Paragraph (m) of this Rule. No person while fishing shall change the
appearance of any nongame fish specified in Paragraphs (g), (h), (j), (k), (l), (m), (n), (o), and (p) of this Rule having
a daily creel limit so as to obscure its identification or render it impractical to count the number of fish in possession,
except as provided in Paragraph (m) of this Rule.
(r) (g) Nongame fishes taken by hook and line, grabbling, or by special device with a special device fishing license
may be sold, sold unless otherwise specified in this Section. with the following exceptions:
(1)

alewife and blueback herring, excluding those less than six inches in length collected from Kerr
Reservoir (Granville, Vance, and Warren counties);

(2)
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blue crab; and

(3)

bowfin.

(s) Margined madtom and tadpole madtom shall not be taken or possessed from inland fishing waters.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-272; 113-292;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993; May 1, 1992;
Temporary Amendment Eff. December 1, 1994;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995;
Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;
Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;
Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2002; July 1, 2001;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2002 (approved by RRC on 06/21/01 and 04/18/02);
Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July 17,
2003);
Amended Eff. August 1, 2019; August 1, 2018; August 1, 2016; August 1, 2015; August 1, 2014;
August 1, 2013; August 1, 2012; August 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; May 1, 2008; May
1, 2007; May 1, 2006; June 1, 2005;
Readopted Eff. August 1, 2020;
Amended Eff.; August 1, 2021.
Temporary Amendment Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0402

TAKING NONGAME FISHES BY SPECIAL DEVICE FOR BAIT OR PERSONAL
CONSUMPTION

(a) The use of equipment specified in this Rule requires a valid license that provides basic inland fishing privileges.
(b) It is unlawful to take nongame fish for bait or personal consumption in the inland waters of North Carolina using
equipment other than:
(1)

a net of dip net design not greater than six feet across;

(2)

a seine of not greater than 12 feet in length (except in Lake Waccamaw in Columbus County where
there is no length limitation) and with a bar mesh measure of not more than one-fourth inch;

(3)

a cast net;

(4)

a bow net for the seasons and waters in which the use of bow nets is authorized in 15A NCAC 10C
.0407;

(5)

a dip net when used in conjunction with a licensed hand-crank electrofisher;

(6)

a gig (except in Public Mountain Trout Waters);

(7)

up to three traps for the seasons and waters in which the use of traps is authorized in 15A NCAC
10C .0407;

(8)

up to two eel pots;

(9)

a spear gun for the seasons and waters in which the use of a spear gun is authorized in 15A NCAC
10C .0407;

(10)

minnow traps not exceeding 12 inches in diameter and 24 inches in length, with funnel openings not
exceeding one inch in diameter, from which all fish and animals are removed daily, and that are
labeled with the user's Wildlife Resources Commission customer number or name and address;

(11)

a hand-held line with a single bait attached;

(12)

a single, multiple-bait line for taking crabs not to exceed 100 feet in length, marked on each end
with a solid float no less than five inches in diameter, bearing legible and indelible identification of
the user's name and address, and under the immediate control and attendance of the person using
the device, with a limit of one line per person and no more than one line per vessel; or

(13)

a collapsible crab trap with the largest open dimension not greater than 18 inches and that by design
is collapsed at all times when in the water, except when it is being retrieved or lowered to the bottom,
with a limit of one trap per person.

(b) The use of equipment under this Rule requires a valid license that provides basic inland fishing privileges.
(c) It is unlawful to sell nongame fishes or aquatic animals taken under this Rule.
(d) Game fishes taken shall be returned unharmed to the water, except for the following: white perch may be taken
when captured in a cast net being used to collect nongame fishes for bait or personal consumption in all impounded
waters west of I-95 and in the Tar River Reservoir (Nash County).
(1)

American and hickory shad may be taken when captured with dip nets and bow nets from March 1
through April 30 subject to the size and creel limits specified in 15A NAC 10C .0313.

11

(2)

white perch may be taken when captured in a cast net being used to collect nongame fishes for bait
or personal consumption in all impounded waters west of I-95 and in the Tar River Reservoir (Nash
County) subject to the size and creel limits specified in 15A NCAC 10C .0319.

(e) No person shall take or possess during one day more than 200 nongame fish, in aggregate, for bait or personal
consumption subject to the consumption, accounting for species specific size and creel limits identified in 15A NCAC
10C.0401 Section .0400 of this Subchapter.
(f) Any fishes taken for bait purposes are included within the daily possession limit for that species.
(g) It is unlawful to take nongame fish for bait from the following waters:
(1)

Public Mountain Trout Waters (except in impounded waters of power reservoirs and municipallyowned water supply reservoirs);

(2)

Bear Creek in Chatham County;

(3)

Deep River in Chatham, Lee, and Moore counties and downstream of Coleridge Dam in Randolph
County;

(4)

Fork Creek in Randolph County; and

(5)

Rocky River in Chatham County.

(i) No person while fishing shall remove the head or tail or otherwise change the appearance of any nongame fish
having a size limit identified in 15A NCAC 10C .0401 so as to render it impractical to measure its total original length,
except as provided in 15A NCAC 10C .0401(m). No person while fishing shall change the appearance of any nongame
fish having a daily creel limit identified in 15A NCAC 10C .0401 so as to obscure its identification or render it
impractical to count the number of fish in possession, except as provided in 15A NCAC 10C .0401(m).
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-272; 113-272.3; 113-292;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. July 1, 2000; July 1, 1998; July 1, 1993; July 1, 1992; May 1, 1992; July 1, 1989;
Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2001;
Amended Eff. July 18, 2002;
Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;
Amended Eff. June 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July 17,
2003);
Amended Eff. August 1, 2019; August 1, 2018; August 1, 2017; August 1, 2016; August 1, 2015;
August 1, 2014; August 1, 2013; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2008; May 1, 2007; May 1, 2006;
Readopted Eff. August 1, 2021.
Temporary Amendment Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0409 TAKING AND POSSESSION OF NONGAME FISHES
(a) Individuals shall only take up to the daily creel limit of those species of nongame fish having a specified creel
limit.
(b) Individuals shall only possess, on those waters being fished:
(1)

the specified daily creel limit for the species;

(2)

fish conforming to the size limit of the species; and

(3)

the daily creel limit while fishing or afield.

(c) Individuals shall only possess up to three days creel limit at any place.
(d) No person, while fishing or afield, shall:
(1)

remove the head or tail or otherwise change the appearance of any nongame fish specified in Section
.0400 as having a size limit, so as to render it impractical to measure its total original length, except
for American Eel as provided in 15A NCAC 10C.0410.

(2)

change the appearance of any nongame fish that has a species-specific daily creel limit in Section
.0400, as to obscure its identification or render it impractical to count the number of fish in
possession, except for American Eel as provided in 15A NCAC 10C.0410.

History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0410 AMERICAN EEL
(a) The daily creel limit for American eels taken from or possessed, regardless or origin, while boating on or fishing
in inland fishing waters is 25.
(b) The minimum size limit is 9 inches.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Eels greater than 9 inches in length and with a minimum body depth greater than ½ inch may be cut for use as bait.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0411 ATLANTIC CROAKER
(a) The daily creel limit for Atlantic croaker is 50 fish.
(b) There is no minimum size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Atlantic croaker shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0412 BLACK DRUM
(a) The daily creel limit for black drum is 10 fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 14 inches and no fish over 25 inches may be possessed in the daily creel limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Black drum shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0413 BLUE CRAB
(a) Blue crabs shall have a minimum carapace width of five inches (point to point).
(b) It is unlawful to possess more than 50 crabs per person per day, or to exceed 100 crabs per vessel per day.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Blue crabs shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0414 BLUEFISH
(a) The daily creel limit for bluefish is three.
(b) There is no size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Bluefish shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0415 BOWFIN
(a) There is no daily creel limit for bowfin.
(b) There is no minimum size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Bowfin shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0416 BLUE CATFISH, CHANNEL CATFISH, AND FLATHEAD CATFISH
(a) There is no daily creel limit for blue, channel, and flathead catfish, except for waters identified in Paragraphs (e),
(f), and (g) of this Rule.
(b) There is no minimum size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) In waters that are stocked and managed for catfish and located on game lands, on Commission-owned property, or
on the property of a cooperator, including waters within the Community Fishing Program, no person shall take channel
or blue catfish by means other than hook and line.
(e) In waters that are stocked and managed for catfish and located on game lands, on Commission-owned property, or
on the property of a cooperator, including waters within the Community Fishing Program, the daily creel limit for
channel catfish is seven on waters posted with signs indicating the creel limit.
(f) The daily creel limit for blue catfish greater than 32 inches is one fish in the following waters:
(1)

Lake Norman;

(2)

Mountain Island Lake;

(3)

Lake Wylie;

(4)

Badin Lake;

(5)

Lake Tillery;

(6)

John H. Kerr Reservoir (North Carolina portion);

(7)

Dan River (Downstream of the Union Street Dam in Danville, VA);

(8)

Lake Gaston (North Carolina portion); and

(9)

Roanoke Rapids Reservoir.

(g) The daily creel limit is five catfish in aggregate on the Pee Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam to the
South Carolina state line and all tributaries.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0417 COBIA
(a) The daily creel limit for cobia is one fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 36 inches.
(c) The season for taking and possessing cobia is May 1 to December 31.
(d) Cobia shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0418 FRESHWATER MUSSELS
(a) Freshwater mussels, including the Asiatic clam (Corbicula fluminea), may only be taken from impounded waters,
except mussels shall not be taken in:
(1)

Lake Waccamaw in Columbus County; and

(2)

University Lake in Orange County.

(b) The daily possession limit for freshwater mussels is 200 in the aggregate, except there is no daily possession limit
for the Asiatic clam (Corbicula fluminea).
(c) There is no minimum size limit.
(d) There is no closed season.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0419 GRASS CARP
(a) There is no daily creel limit for grass carp, except for waters identified in Paragraphs (d) and (e) of this Rule.
(b) There is no minimum size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Grass carp shall not be taken or possessed except that one fish per day may be taken with archery equipment on
the following waters:
(1)

Lake James;

(2)

Lookout Shoals Lake;

(3)

Mountain Island Reservoir; and

(4)

Lake Wylie.

(e) Grass carp shall not be taken or possessed except for scientific study by permit issued by the Wildlife Resources
Commission on the following waters:
(1)

Lake Gaston (SL 2009-261);

(2)

Roanoke Rapids Reservoir (SL 2009-261);

(3)

Lake Norman; and

(4)

the North Carolina portion of John H. Kerr Reservoir.

History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0420 KING MACKEREL
(a) The daily creel limit for king mackerel is three fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 24 inches.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) King mackerel shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0421 MARGINED MADTOM AND TADPOLE MADTOM
Margined madtom and tadpole madtom shall not be taken or possessed.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0422 STRIPED MULLET AND WHITE MULLET
(a) The daily creel limit for striped mullet and white mullet is 200 fish in aggregate.
(b) There is no minimum size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0423 ALEWIFE AND BLUEBACK HERRING
(a) There is no daily creel limit for alewife or blueback herring (river herring), except for waters identified in Paragraph
(e) of this Rule.
(b) There is no minimum size limit, except for waters identified in Paragraph (d) of this Rule.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) While boating on or fishing in the following inland fishing waters, no person shall take alewife and blueback
herring that are greater than six inches in length, or possess such herring regardless of origin in:
(1)

Roanoke River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam;

(2)

Tar River downstream of Rocky Mount Mill Dam;

(3)

Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam;

(4)

Cape Fear River downstream of Buckhorn Dam;

(5)

Pee Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam;

(6)

Lumber River, including Drowning Creek;

(7)

all the tributaries to the rivers listed above; and

(8)

all other inland fishing waters east of I-95.

(e) It shall be unlawful to transport, possess, or release live alewife or blueback herring, in the waters of the Little
Tennessee River in and upstream of Lake Santeetlah and Cedar Cliff Lake, including all the tributaries and
impoundments thereof, and on adjacent shorelines, docks, access ramps, and bridge crossings.
(f) Alewife and blueback herring, excluding those less than 6 inches in length collected from Kerr Reservoir
(Granville, Vance, and Warren counties), may not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0424 SHARKS
Sharks shall not be taken or possessed.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0425 SHEEPSHEAD
(a) The daily creel limit for sheepshead is 10 fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 10 inches.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Sheepshead shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0426 SPANISH MACKEREL
(a) The daily creel limit for Spanish mackerel is 15 fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 12 inches.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Spanish mackerel shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0427 SPOT
(a) The daily creel limit for spot is 50 fish.
(b) There is no minimum size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Spot shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0428 TARPON
Tarpon shall not be taken or possessed.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0429 WEAKFISH (GRAY TROUT)
(a) The daily creel limit for weakfish (gray trout) is one fish.
(b) The minimum size limit is 12 inches.
(c) There is no closed season.
(d) Weakfish shall not be sold.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0430 OTHER FISHES
(a) For any nongame fish species not specifically listed in this Section, there is no daily creel limit.
(b) There is no size limit.
(c) There is no closed season.
History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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15A NCAC 10C .0701 INLAND GAME FISHES DESIGNATED IN COASTAL FISHING WATERS
(a) For the purposes of this rule, only the following fishes are classified and designated as inland game fishes in
coastal fishing waters:
(1)

Alabama bass, largemouth bass, redeye bass, smallmouth bass, and spotted bass;

(2)

black crappie and white crappie;

(3)

chain pickerel (jack), muskellunge, and redfin pickerel;

(4)

kokanee salmon;

(5)

mountain trout, all species including but not limited to brook trout, brown trout, and rainbow trout;

(6)

Roanoke bass and rock bass (redeye);

(7)

sauger and walleye; and

(8)

sunfish, including bluegill (bream), flier, pumpkinseed, redbreast (robin), redear (shellcracker),
warmouth, and all other species of the sunfish family (Centrarchidae) not specifically listed in this
Rule.

(b) Inland game fishes shall not be taken by any method other than with hook and line, except that landing nets may
be used to land fishes caught on hook and line.
(c) Size, creel limits, and seasons for inland game fishes in coastal fishing waters shall be the same as those in inland
waters designated in Section .0300 of this Subchapter.
(d) Inland game fishes taken incidental to commercial fishing operations shall be immediately returned to the water
unharmed.
(e) Inland game fishes taken from coastal fishing waters shall not be sold.
(f) Individuals shall only take up to the daily creel limit of those species of inland game fish having a specified creel
limit.
(g) Individuals shall only possess, on those waters being fished:
(1)

the specified daily creel limit for the species;

(2)

fish conforming to the size limit for the species; and

(3)

the daily creel limit while fishing or afield.

(h) Individuals shall only possess up to three days creel limit at any place.
(i) No person, while fishing or afield, shall:
(1)

unnecessarily destroy any inland game fish taken from public fishing waters;

(2)

remove the head or tail or otherwise change the appearance of any game fish having a size limit so
to render it impracticable to measure its total original length; or

(3)

change the appearance of any game fish having a daily creel limit so to obscure its identification or
render it impracticable to count the number of fish in possession.

History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-135; 113-135.1; 113-292;
Temporary Adoption Eff. September 1, 2022.
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EXHIBIT B-1
August 11, 2022

Public Comments for Temporary Rule 15A NCAC 10D .0240
Jordan Game Land
Position

Disagree

Disagree

Support (3)

Comment

Jordan Lake Game Lands are a high pressure area for all game animals. Maintaining a
three day a week hunting minimizes this pressure and allows for a better experience
for hunters. The surrounding area is quickly becoming a residential area which is also
not ideal for maintaining a great place for everyone who enjoys Jordan Lake, not just
hunters.
This objection is not to the hunting rules as such: I hunt on Jordan Gameland myself. It
is solely to the campground portion of the rule. I and neighbors initially objected due
to poor location of proposed campsite. WRC assures us site has been relocated to near
Farrington Point, and that they only plan the one site—news we welcome and
appreciate. Hopefully WRC has been more transparent with nearby residents in that
site location. But we remain concerned about possibility of reconsideration of the
original site in future. The wording of present rule (plural sites) does not reflect WRC’s
plan for a single site. We also asked for specification in the rule of a minimum distance
of 350 yds from residences or mixed-use areas like parking lots & ramps, which seems
reasonable in a more densely-used suburbanizing area like Jordan Gameland.
Conditions of a Butner Gameland campsite in early Jan were disgusting: many
scattered deer carcasses, various pit toilets, trash dumps, target…
jordan gameland needs public parking upgrades and camping spaces for hunters. many
trails are grown over and parking is very limited and not developed

Virtual public hearings were held on July 7 and July 21, 2022

EXHIBIT B-2
August 11, 2022

Proposed Temporary Rule 15A NCAC 10D .0240 Jordan Game Land
Recommended by Agency Staff for Adoption

This rule is necessary to manage activities on Jordan game land and includes the amendment to

allow hunter camping in posted camping areas from September 1 through the last day of February and March
31–May 14. Camping during these times will be limited to 14 consecutive days in a 30-day period.
15A NCAC 10D .0240 Jordan Game Land in Chatham, Durham, Orange, And Wake Counties (page 2)
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15A NCAC 10D .0240 JORDAN GAME LAND IN CHATHAM, DURHAM, ORANGE, AND WAKE
COUNTIES
Jordan game land is a Six Days per Week [Area. The following applies:] Area, in which the following applies:
(1)

Deer of either sex may be taken on all the open days of the applicable Deer With Visible Antlers
Season.

(2)

Waterfowl may be taken only on:
[(A)](a) Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays of the applicable waterfowl seasons;
[(B)](b) Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Days; and
[(C)](c) the opening and closing days of the applicable waterfowl seasons.

(3)

Horseback riding, including all equine species, is allowed only on those areas posted as American
Tobacco Trail and other areas posted for equestrian use. Unless otherwise posted, horseback riding
is permitted on posted portions of the American Tobacco Trail anytime the trail is open for use. On
all other trails posted for equestrian use, horseback riding is allowed seven days per week from May
16 through August 31, and on Sundays only from September 1 through May15. People age 16 or
older shall obtain a game land license prior to engaging in horseback riding on any area other than
the American Tobacco Trail.

(4)

Target shooting is prohibited.

(5)

Wild turkey hunting is by permit only, except on those areas posted as an Archery Zone.

(6)

The use of bicycles is restricted to designated areas, except that this restriction does not apply to
hunters engaged in the act of hunting during the open days of the applicable seasons for game birds
and game animals.

(7)

Camping and the presence of campers and tents in designated and posted Hunter Camping Areas
are limited to September 1 through the last day of February and March 31 through May 14. The
maximum period of consecutive overnight camping at any posted camping area is 14 days within
any 30-day period.

History Note:

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-264; 113-291.2; 113-291.5; 113-296; 113-305;
Temporary Adoption Eff. October 1, 2022.
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