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AGENDA

N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION
July 7, 2011, 9:00 a.m.
1751 Varsity Drive
NCWRC Conference Room, 5" Floor
Raleigh, North Carolina

CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Steve Windham
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INVOCATION - Commissioner Wes Seegars
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY - North Carolina General Statute 138A-15(e) mandates
that the Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of
interest and appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquire as to
whether there is any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any
matters coming before the Commission at this time. It is the duty of each Commissioner who is
aware of such personal conflict of interest or of an appearance of a conflict, to notify the Chair of
the same. Chairman Steve Windham

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Take action on the May 12, 2011 Wildlife Resources
Commission meeting minutes as written in the exhibit and distributed to members (EXHIBIT A)



NOTICES OF COMMISSIONER REAPPOINTMENT - Receive notice of reappointment by
Governor Beverly Perdue of Wes Seegars for term ending April 25, 2017 (EXHIBIT B)

ADMINISTRATION

Financial Status Report - Receive a financial status report on the Wildlife Operating Fund and
Wildlife Endowment Fund - Tommy Clark, Budget Officer - Budget, Planning and Audit
(EXHIBIT C)

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

National Fishing and Boating Week Lifetime License Presentation - Present Lifetime Fishing
License to grand prize winner from fishing events held during the 2011 National Fishing and
Boating Week — Chairman Windham

Break for Photographs

INLAND FISHERIES

Spotlight — Receive an update on the Trout Management Plan — Jake Rash, Coldwater Research
Coordinator

Inland Fisheries Update - Receive a staff update on activities of the Division of Inland
Fisheries - Bob Curry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief

2012-2013 Fishing Proposals — Consider staff recommendations for proposed changes in 2012-
2013 fishing rules to be presented at state-wide public hearings — Bob Curry (EXHIBIT D)

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Wildlife Management Update — Receive an update on the activities of the Division of Wildlife
Management — Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief

Property Acquisition, Halifax County - Consider approval for staff coordination with the State
Property Office to pursue the acquisition of the Forestry Investment Associates - Daniel
Whitaker Tract in Halifax County by donation for inclusion into the Game Land program —
David Cobb (EXHIBIT E)



2011-2012 Webless Migratory Birds, Resident Canada Goose, and Falconry Seasons -
Receive information concerning the status of the mourning dove population, status of woodcock
population, consider federal frameworks, receive results of early season internet comments, and
select the 2011-2012 seasons and bag limits for webless migratory game birds, resident Canada
geese, and falconry - David Cobb (EXHIBITS F-1, F-2, F-3, F-4, F-5, F-6)

2012-2013 Hunting and Trapping Proposals — Review staff recommendations for proposed
changes in the 2012-2013 hunting, trapping, falconry, and captive cervid rules for presentation at
public hearings — David Cobb (EXHIBITS G-1, G-2)

RULES

Temporary Rulemaking —
Consider staff recommendations for temporary rulemaking to revise 15A NCAC 10B
.0215 and 15A NCAC 10B .0219 to be consistent with House Bill 432 (Allow electronic
calls for the take of crows and coyotes) — David Cobb (EXHIBIT H-1)

Consider staff recommendations for temporary rulemaking to revise 15A NCAC 10B
.0223 to be consistent with House Bill 432 (Swine in Transport/Regulate Feral Swine) —
David Cobb (EXHIBIT H-2)

Rule Proposal - Wildlife Service Agent Agreement Changes

Public Comment Summary — Receive summary of public comments on proposed
changes to Wildlife Service Agent Agreement rules from public hearing held March 31,
2011 in Raleigh, and from the WRC internet portal and written correspondence — Cecilia
Edgar, Deputy Director of Administration (EXHIBIT I-1)

Proposed Wildlife Service Agent Agreement Rules Amendments — Consider adoption
of proposed rule changes to Wildlife Service Agent agreements under 15A NCAC 10G
0402, 15A NCAC 10G .0403, and 15A NCAC 10G .0405, to eliminate the requirement
for the NCWRC to provide internet access, computer equipment and equipment support
to Wildlife Service Agents — Cecilia Edgar (EXHIBIT I-2)

No Wake Zone Request- Tyrrell County — Consider adoption of a request by Tyrrell County
for an amendment to 15A NCAC 10F .0365 to establish a no wake zone in the waters of the
canal leading to Taylor’s Beach in Columbia — Erik Christofferson, Engineering Services
Division Chief (EXHIBIT J)



RESOLUTION — RECIPROCAL HUNTING LICENSE FEES FOR NONRESIDENTS -
Consider adoption of a resolution to allow changes in nonresident hunting license fees for
neighboring states to establish parity, under the authority of NCGS 113-275(al) — Lisa Hocutt,
Customer Services Support Manager (EXHIBIT K)

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Small Game Committee Report — Bobby Purcell, Chairman
Big Game Committee Report - David Hoyle, Jr., Chairman

Habitat, Nongame, Endangered Species Committee Report - Chuck Bennett,
Chairman

Committee of the Whole Report — Steve Windham, Chairman

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS — Chairman Windham

ELECTION OF OFFICERS - Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 143-243, at the first
scheduled meeting of the Commission after July 1 of each odd-numbered year, the Wildlife
Resources Commission shall select from among its membership a chairman and a vice-chairman
who shall serve for terms of two years or until their successors are elected and qualified.

COMMENTS BY COMMISSION CHAIRMAN

COMMENTS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR — Gordon Myers

ADJOURN
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MINUTES
May 12, 2011
N. C. Wildlife Resources Commission Meeting
Raleigh, North Carolina

Commission Chairman Steve Windham called the meeting of the North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission to order on May 12, 2011, at 9:00 a.m. in the Commission Room at
Wildlife Resources Commission headquarters in Raleigh. Commissioners absent were Randy
Allen and John Litton Clark.

Commissioner David Hoyle, Jr. led the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner Ray White gave
the invocation.

Chairman Windham welcomed Commissioners and guests including the Lawrence G. Diedrick
Small Game Award winners and Gloria Price, wife of Commissioner Eugene Price. Windham
announced that Executive Director Gordon Myers was absent because he was testifying before a
Congressional Committee in Washington regarding the transfer of McKinney Lake Fish
Hatchery to the State of North Carolina.

COMMISSIONER ATTENDANCE

Steve Windham Wes Seegars Mitch St. Clair

Chuck Bennett Eugene Price Martin Lewis

David Hoyle, Jr. Dalton Ruffin Durwood Laughinghouse
Joe Barker Berkley Skinner Dell Murphy

Doug Parsons Maughan Hull Ray White

Bobby Purcell Nat Harris
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VISITORS
Tim Booras J.R. Stone — NC Bowhunters Association
David Yow Mickey Strader - NCBA
Tom Williamson, Jr. T. Jerry Williams - NCBA
Ernie Koury Johnny Miller
"Judy Adams — South East NC Quail Forever Harold Dorsett

Dennis Adams — South East NC Quail Forever Gloria Price

MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY

Chairman Windham advised the Commission of the mandatory ethics inquiry as presented in the
agenda.

MINUTES
Commissioner Durwood Laughinghouse made a motion to approve the March 10, 2011 Wildlife
Resources Commission Meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Berkley

Skinner and carried. The Minutes, titled Exhibit A, are hereby incorporated into the official
record of this meeting.

ADMINISTRATION

Tommy Clark, Budget Officer, gave the financial status report on the Wildlife Operating Fund
and Wildlife Endowment Fund as of March 31, 2011. The Operating Fund balance was
$21,441,152.56. The Endowment Fund balance was $81,163,006.44. The Financial Status
Report, titled Exhibit B, is hereby incorporated into the official record of this meeting.

PRESENTATION OF THE 2010 LAWRENCE G. DIEDRICK SMALL GAME AWARD

Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief, and Commissioner Bobby Purcell,
Chairman of the Small Game Committee, presented the 2010 Lawrence G. Diedrick Small Game
Award to recipients in the organization and individual categories. The organizational award was
presented to Dennis Adams of the South East North Carolina Chapter of Quail Forever. Dr.
Cobb thanked Adams for Quail Forever’s efforts in funding fire lines, conducting surveys, and
assisting with longleaf pine restoration. Adams was presented with a plaque, a book and a drip
torch. The individual award was presented to Ernie Koury of Alamance County. Koury oversees
thousands of acres of private land. For 22 years he has worked to produce healthy quail
populations and has developed over 60 miles of fire lines. Koury was presented with a plaque, a
book and a drip torch.
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The Commission recessed at 9:15 a.m. so that photographs of the winners could be taken. The
meeting reconvened at 9:20.

ENFORCEMENT UPDATE

Colonel Dale Caveny, Enforcement Division Chief, presented an update about the summer 2011
joint law enforcement campaign to prevent operation of motor vehicles and boats while under the
influence of intoxicants. Caveny stated that the NCWRC Enforcement Division has been
nationally recognized as one of the top two law enforcement agencies in the U.S. in making OWI
(Operating While Impaired) arrests. Caveny recognized Geoff Cantrell, Public Information
Officer, and Carla Osborne, Graphic Designer, for their assistance in developing materials for
the “Operation On the Road, On the Water, Don’t Drink and Drive” campaign and in helping
with a public service announcement that highlights the joint law enforcement operation to
prevent driving while impaired on the roads and waterways. Caveny showed the short PSA,
which will be delivered to television stations across the state.

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

Spotlight - “Controlling Problem Wildlife Situations”

Chris Turner, District One Biologist, presented a Division of Wildlife Management Spotlight
about nuisance wildlife issues. Turner said that the state’s ballooning population starting in the
1990s has resulted in changes in the land, with far fewer rural areas, and in attitudes about
coexisting with wildlife. Turner mentioned problems with non-native species such as coyotes,
feral swine and nutria, agricultural losses, and property damage as issues of concern to the WRC
and to constituents. From 2004-2010 the WRC has doubled the amount of time and money spent
working on nuisance wildlife issues. Turner stated that the agency message is to co-exist with
wildlife and to work toward management versus control of the resource.

Wildlife Management Update

Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief, gave an update about the activities of the
Division of Wildlife Management. Cobb referred Commissioners to CDs that contain reports on
tundra swan, the NE Canada Goose hunt zone, 2010 bear harvest report, and other articles and
reports.
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Property Related Issues

Right of Way Request, Rowan County - Dr. Cobb presented Exhibit C, a

request from Transco Pipeline for a permanent right of way across Second Creek

Game Land in Rowan County to accommodate expansion of an existing natural

gas pipeline system. Upon a motion by Chuck Bennett and second by Eugene

Price, the Commission approved the request and stipulations listed in the exhibit

that will mitigate potential impacts with one addition:

1. Any painted boundary tree damaged or removed by Transco will be replaced
by a carsonite post supplied by the NCWRC. The Commission voted to
require Transco to pay for the carsonite posts.

Exhibit C is hereby incorporated into the official record of this meeting.

Property Disposal Request, Hyde County — Dr. Cobb presented the staff
recommendation in Exhibit D to seek State Property Office assistance for the
disposal of a very narrow 21-acre strip of property adjoining the Carter Tract of
Gull Rock Game Land in Hyde County. The narrow strip is of no value to the
Wildlife Resources Commission.

Commissioner Wes Seegars recused himself from discussion and vote on Exhibit
D, stating that he is an adjacent landowner.

On a motion by David Hoyle, Jr. and second by Ray White the Commission
approved the sale of the property as surplus. Exhibit D is hereby incorporated
into the official record of this meeting.

Land Acquisitions Update

Dr. Cobb presented a regular staff update on the status of land acquisition projects in Exhibit E.
It is hereby incorporated into the official record of this meeting.

DIVISION OF INLAND FISHERIES

Inland Fisheries Update

Bob Curry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief, reported on the activities of the Inland Fisheries

Division.

Curry said that the Education Centers conducted over four hundred hours of

educational programs and distance learning in April. National Boating and Fishing Week is in
June, with more than 43 events planned state-wide. Curry announced that a big head carp, an
invasive fish, has been found in a pound net in North Carolina.
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Property Lease Request, Ashe County

Bob Curry presented a staff recommendation in Exhibit F to expand the Memorandum of
Agreement between the Wildlife Resources Commission and the Ashe County Wildlife Club to
pursue a no-cost lease of Trout Lake located east of Jefferson, to be managed with Delayed
Harvest trout regulations. The WRC has managed the lake, which is owned by the Ashe County
Wildlife Club, for public fishing through a MOA since 1993. The motion to expand the MOA
and formalize the lease agreement was made by David Hoyle, Jr., seconded by Chuck Bennett
and carried. Exhibit F is hereby incorporated into the official record of this meeting.

Rule Proposal — Establish Size and Creel Limits by Reference to Marine Fisheries
Commission Regulations for Saltwater Fishes Caught in Inland Waters

Bob Curry presented Exhibit G-1, a summary of public comments received from local public
hearings, the WRC internet portal and written correspondence, on the rule change proposals
under 15A NCAC 10C .0305 and 10C .0401 to establish by reference to Marine Fisheries
Commission regulations the size and creel limits for saltwater fishes caught in inland waters.
Included in the summary of comments was a letter of support from Louis B. Daniel III, Director
of the NC Division of Marine Fisheries. Exhibit G-1, which did not require action by the
Commission, is hereby incorporated into the official record of this meeting.

Bob Curry then presented Exhibit G-2, proposed rule changes to inland fishing regulations that
establish size and creel limits for certain saltwater species caught in inland fishing waters by
reference to Marine Fisheries Commission regulations.

Sea Trout (spotted or speckled), Flounder, and Red Drum

1) Establish seasons, size limits and creel limits in inland fishing waters by referencing those
regulations established by the Marine Fisheries Commission rule or proclamation in adjacent

joint or coastal fishing waters.

Amend the following rule:
154 NCAC 10C .0305 OPEN SEASONS: CREEL AND SIZE LIMITS

Gray Trout (weakfish)

2) Establish seasons, size limits and creel limits in inland fishing waters by referencing those
regulations established by the Marine Fisheries Commission rule or proclamation in adjacent

joint or coastal fishing waters.

Amend the following rules:
154 NCAC 10C .0305 OPEN SEASONS: CREEL AND SIZE LIMITS
154 NCAC 10C .0401 MANNER OF TAKING NONGAME FISHES: PURCHASE AND SALE
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Curry noted a change in the text from what was presented at public hearings under 15A NCAC
10C .0305(b) (19), highlighted:

a9 0 g ed: In _inland fishing waters, sea
trout (spotted or speckled), flounder, and red drum recreational seasons, size limits and
creel limits are the same as those established by Marine Fisheries Commission rule or
proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director in adjacent joint or coastal fishing waters.
and (25):
25) n-inland hing o he_minimum-lensth-for-ors ou eakfish)-is-12-ineh

daily—ereel- limit—is—one—fish. In inland fishing waters, gray trout (weakfish) recreational

seasons, size limits and creel limits are the same as those established by Marine Fisheries

Commission rule or proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director in _adjacent joint or

coastal fishing waters.
Curry noted similar changes in the text of 15A NCAC 10C .0401(a) (6), highlighted:

©) oo e Hindi-for-gvy tront Grenllish) 512

fish- In inland fishing waters, gray trout (weakfish) recreational seasons, size limits and creel

limits are the same as those established by Marine Fisheries Commission rule or

proclamations issued by the Fisheries Director in adjacent joint or coastal fishing waters.

In response to a question from the floor Curry said that proclamations can be issued by the
Marine Fisheries Director at any time, which may present challenges to recreational anglers who
are not aware of the changes. Wildlife Enforcement Officers will give a warning ticket to an
angler who is caught unaware of the proclamation change. Upon a motion by Maughan Hull and
second by Joe Barker, the Commission adopted the changes as presented in Exhibit G-2. Exhibit
G-2, which includes rule text in its entirety, is hereby incorporated into the official record of this
meeting.

House Bill 353 (Designation of Coastal Game Fish)

Chairman Windham recognized Commissioner Eugene Price. Price made a motion for the
Wildlife Resources Commission to endorse House Bill 353, to designate certain coastal fishes as
game fish. That motion died for lack of a second.
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ENGINEERING SERVICES

Activity Update

Erik Christofferson, Engineering Services Division Chief, presented an update about the boating
access areas and fishing access areas that recently have been constructed and renovated by
Engineering Services. Construction on boating and fishing access areas in the mountains has
included the addition of some canoe and kayak areas. Christofferson mentioned the recently
completed Emerald Isle boating access area which has 116 parking spaces. The BAA at the
Washington Baum Bridge still is under construction. Christofferson announced that the High
Rock Lake dam has been replaced and was approved by the Department of Dam Safety.

Boating Access Area Renovation Request, Henderson County

Erik Christofferson presented Exhibit H, a request from the Henderson County Parks and
Recreation Department to partner with them to renovate a boating access area on the French
Broad River at Westfeldt Park. David Hoyle, Jr. made a motion to adopt the request. The motion
was seconded by Nat Harris and carried. Exhibit H is hereby incorporated into the official
record of this meeting.

Boating Access Area Construction Request, Greene County

Erik Christofferson presented Exhibit I, a staff recommendation to partner with the Town of
Hookerton in Greene County to build a boating access area on Contentnea Creek. Funding to
build the boating access area will come from vessel registration sales. The motion to approve the
boating access area was made by David Hoyle, Jr., seconded by Wes Seegars, and carried.
Exhibit I is hereby incorporated into the official record of this meeting.

Property Acquisition Request, Brunswick County

Erik Christofferson presented Exhibit J, the staff recommendation made after site assessments
and meetings with various regulatory agencies, to purchase two parcels on Bricklanding Road in
Brunswick County for the purpose of constructing a boating access area. The BAA will provide
access to the Intracoastal Waterway. A portion of the $1.7 million cost for the land and
construction of the BAA will come from a Coastal Recreational Fishing License (CRFL) grant.
The motion to adopt was made by Eugene Price, seconded by Durwood Laughinghouse and
carried. Exhibit J is hereby incorporated into the official record of this meeting.
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Property Acquisition Request, Currituck County

Erik Christofferson presented in Exhibit K the staff recommendation to work with the State
Property Office to purchase .12 acres at a cost of $13000.00 on Currituck Sound adjacent to the
WRC Poplar Branch Access Area in Currituck County. The property will be used in the redesign
of the ramp and parking area. The motion to adopt was made by Maughan Hull, seconded by
Eugene Price and carried. Exhibit K is hereby incorporated into the official record of this
meeting.

No Wake Zone Request, Town of Emerald Isle, Carteret County

Erik Christofferson presented in Exhibit L a request from the Town of Emerald Isle for an
amendment to 15A NCAC 10F .0376, to establish a no wake zone in the waters of Bogue Sound
adjacent to Archer Point, south of and including a portion of the Emerald Isle channel in the
vicinity of the new Emerald Isle Boating Access Area. In response to public input that the
proposed no wake zone as noticed in the North Carolina Register was longer and more
restrictive than necessary, staff made technical corrections to the description and boundaries of
the no wake zone and shortened it to approximately 1300 feet long as shown in the exhibit. The
NCWRC agreed as part of the construction of the Emerald Isle Boating Access Area and channel
to be responsible for the purchase and placement of the no wake markers. The fiscal note for the
proposed rule amendment was approved by the Office of State Budget and Management. A
motion to approve the no wake zone amendment was made by David Hoyle, Jr. and seconded by
Berkley Skinner. The motion carried. Exhibit L is hereby incorporated into the official record
of this meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Small Game Committee Meeting Report

Committee Chairman Bobby Purcell reported that the Small Game Committee met on May 11,
2011. Discussions included issues with decreasing quail populations. A Coopers Hawk survey is
being conducted. Depending upon the findings the Small Game Committee will decide whether
to conduct other surveys. Information is being shared with other states about the quail
populations.
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Migratory Birds and Waterfowl Committee Meeting Report

Committee Chairman Maughan Hull reported that the committee met on May 11, 2011. David
Gossett of the East Carolina Wildfowl Guild presented an overview of the ECWG’s annual
Waterfowl Conservation Stamp Competition and asked the WRC for its continued support of the
competition.

The Commission adopted a motion from the Migratory Birds and Waterfowl Committee,
made by Maughan Hull and seconded by Martin Lewis, to continue the support for three more
years at the current level.

Hull reported that the committee discussed the WRC’s support of Ducks Unlimited’s
conservation efforts toward migratory bird breeding habitats in the Maritime Provinces of
Canada.

The Commission adopted a motion from the Migratory Birds and Waterfowl Committee,
made by Maughan Hull and seconded by Doug Parsons, to continue support at the same level as
last year ($50000.00), provided that the state budget will allow for that level. If the budget is not
adequate, the WRC will continue to support the DU program at the statutory level of
approximately fifteen thousand dollars.

The committee discussed lengthening the tundra swan season but found that lengthening the
season could impact the timely distribution of swan permits. The committee approved issuing
twenty tundra swan permits for the combination youth/adult hunt.

Joint Coastal Recreational Fishing License Committee Meeting Report

Ray White reported that he, Maughan Hull and Joe Barker, members of the agency CRFL
Committee, met with their Division of Marine Fisheries counterparts on April 14, 2011. The
joint committee approved fifth, third, and second year funding of projects. Requests for Proposal
will be advertised in June. White reported that the CRFL funding depends upon the agents who
sell the CRFL licenses. The agents get reimbursed thirty cents per sale, a very small amount.
White asked that consideration by the Commission be given to increasing agent compensation
for selling CRFL licenses.

Committee of the Whole Meeting Report

Chairman Steve Windham reported that the Committee of the Whole met on May 11, 2011.
Division Chiefs Bob Curry and David Cobb reviewed the rule change proposals to take to public
hearings depending upon the vote of the Commission at the July meeting. Windham encouraged
Commissioners to contact Curry and Cobb with their questions or suggestions about the rule
proposals. The C.O.W. discussed the schedule for the 2011 public hearings with consideration
of changing the format and number of hearings to cut costs.

Upon a motion by Dalton Ruffin and second by Chuck Bennett, the Commission voted to adopt
the 2011 public hearing schedule as presented at the committee meeting and shown in the
following attachment, and asked staff to look at alternative presentation formats and less staff
travel to future hearings.
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ADOPTED SCHEDULE FOR THE SEPTEMBER 2011
HUNTING, TRAPPING AND FISHING PUBLIC HEARINGS
HEARING TIME: 7:00 p.m.

DATE DISTRICT CITY LOCATION
September 6, 2011 4 Dublin Bladen Community College
(Tuesday)
September 7, 2011 5 Graham Courthouse
(Wednesday)
September 8, 2011 6 Norwood South Stanly High School
(Thursday)
September 13, 2011 8 Morganton Municipal Auditorium
(Tuesday)
September 14, 2011 9 Clyde Haywood Community College
(Wednesday)
September 15, 2011 7 Wilkesboro The Walker Center,
(Thursday) Wilkes Community College
September 20, 2011 1 Edenton Swain Auditorium
(Tuesday)
September 21, 2011 2 New Bern Courthouse
(Wednesday)
September 22, 2011 3 Rocky Mount Nash Community College
(Thursday)
September 28, 2011 Statewide Raleigh Centennial Campus Auditorium
(Wednesday)

Public Hearing to present proposed changes to Falconry Permitting Rules

COMMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN

Chairman Windham expressed condolences to Commissioner John Litton Clark and his family.
Clark is attending the funeral of his cousin who was killed in an automobile accident. He asked
that all keep Commissioner Maughan Hull and his wife Kay in prayers while Kay Hull
undergoes cancer treatment. Windham announced that the chairman and vice chairman of the
Commission will be elected for two-year terms at the July meeting. Because there are three
Governor appointee terms ending and eight House and Senate appointee terms ending before the
July meeting, nominations and consideration of officers must be deferred until that time.

10
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COMMENTS BY THE CHIEF DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Chief Deputy Director Mallory Martin announced the recent decision by Caldwell County to
rescind the Memorandum of Understanding and lease agreement regarding day uses at the Lutz
Tract, due to their inability under the current budgetary constraints to get matching funds.
Martin gave a brief update on the consideration of the PCS Phosphate conservation easement. A
meeting was held on April 6 with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and PCS Phosphate about
the 8000 acres at Aurora. A final draft of the conservation easement will be ready by December
31, 2011. He mentioned the Governor’s proclamation of May 21-27 as Safe Boating Week in
North Carolina, which complements our Enforcement Division’s “On the Road On the Water”
campaign. Martin announced that Officer Gary Caulk Jr. was recently recognized by Safari
International as Officer of the Year. Martin thanked staff members for their work on the
successful Southeast Regional Federal Assistance Coordinators Workshop in Wilmington that
was attended by 85 people. He mentioned a successful meeting of the 20™ Eastern Black Bear
Workshop in Hendersonville. Martin presented Betsy Foard, Executive Officer, with a certificate
in recognition of five years with the Wildlife Resources Commission.

FINAL COMMENTS

David Hoyle, Jr., Big Game Committee Chairman reminded the assembly that the July meeting
of the Big Game Committee will be at 10 am on Wednesday, July 6. The bear hunters have been
invited to talk about issues concerning bear hunting.

ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting of the Wildlife Resources Commission will be held on Thursday, July 7, 2011.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Windham at 10:50
a.m.

All exhibits are incorporated into the official record of this meeting by reference and are filed
with the minutes.

Steve Windham, Chairman Date

Mallory Martin, Chief Deputy Director Date

11



EXHIBIT B
July 7, 2011

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
Pursuant to G.S. 143-47.7

Notice is given that Mr. Neal W. Seegars

is hereby appointed to the following public office:
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

Citation to Law or Other Authority Authorizing the Appointment:
General Statute 8§143-241

Specific Statutory Qualification for the Public Office (if applicable):
3rd Wildlife District Representative

Address of Appointee:
401 Patetown Road Goldsboro, NC 27530

County of Residence of the Appointee: Wayne
Date Term of Appointment Began: 8/11/1999
Date Term of Appointment Ends: 4/25/2017

Name of Person the Appointee replaces, if applicable:
Mr. Lawrence G. Diedrick

Date of Appointment:
5/4/2011

Signature:
s/ Bev Perdue

Office of Appointing Authority:
Office of the Governor, Boards and Commissions

Distribution:

Governor

Secretary of State

Senate President Pro Tempore
Speaker of the House
Historical Publications

Board of Ethics

Board Contact
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EXHIBIT D

July 7, 2011

PROPOSED CHANGES IN FISHING REGULATIONS FOR
2012-2013 RECOMMENDED BY AGENCY STAFF FOR PUBLIC
NOTICE AND PRESENTATION AT NINE PUBLIC HEARINGS

District Hearings

Trout
1) Cedar CIiff Lake (Jackson County) - Classify this 146-acre lake as Hatchery-Supported Trout

Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 8)

2) Catawba River (McDowell County) - Classify 0.6 miles of this stream as Delayed-Harvest

Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 9 and 15)

3) Elk Creek (Wilkes County) - Classify 1.5 miles of this stream as Delayed-Harvest Trout

Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 11 and 16)

4) Shawneehaw Creek (Avery County) - Classify 0.5 miles of this stream as Wild Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 12)

5) Laurel Creek (Watauga County) - Classify 0.3 miles of this stream as Catch and

Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 13 and 14)

6) Little River (Alleghany County) - Reclassify the upper 2.5 miles of this stream from

Hatchery-Supported to Delayed-Harvest Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 5 and 15)

7) Big Horse Creek (Ashe County) - Reclassify the lower 2.5 miles of this stream from

Hatchery-Supported to Delayed-Harvest Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 5 and 15)

8) Elk Creek (Watauga) - Clarify the boundaries of the Hatchery-Supported Trout Waters

section of this stream adding approximately 2.0 miles.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 11)



9) North Toe River (Avery County) - Divide the Hatchery-Supported Trout Waters on this
stream into an upper and lower section and remove 10.1 miles of this stream from the Public

Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 6)

10) Long Creek (Graham County) - Remove 4.2 miles of this stream from Public Mountain trout

Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 7)

11) Little Hungry River (Henderson County) - Remove 5.9 miles of this stream from Public

Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 8)

12) Little Creek (Madison County) - Remove 2.0 miles of this stream from Public Mountain

Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 9)

13) Mill Creek (Madison County) - Remove 2.4 miles of this stream from Public Mountain Trout

Waters, and reclassify the section on Game Lands as Wild Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 9)

14) Cane Creek (Mitchell County) - Remove 2.7 miles of this stream from Public Mountain

Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 9 and 15)

15) French Broad River (Transylvania County) - Remove 10.3 miles of this stream from Public

Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 10)

Striped Bass
1) Establish a 4-fish creel limit and a 20-inch size limit on striped bass in lakes Rhodhiss,

Hickory, and Lookout Shoals.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 18)

2) Increase the minimum size limit for striped bass and hybrid striped bass in B. Everett Jordan

Reservoir from 20 to 24 inches.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 19)



Black Bass

1)

2)

3)

4)

Establish a statewide 14-inch, 5-fish limit for black bass in aggregate, allowing 2 undersized

fish to be harvested.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (pages 18 and 19)

Remove the exception to the statewide black bass length limit for District 9 waters and

Public Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 19)

Establish a 10-fish daily creel limit of which no more than two fish greater than 14 inches

may be possessed in Lake Cammack (Alamance County) and Lake Holt (Granville County).
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (pages 18 and 21)

Establish a maximum size limit for largemouth bass in Randleman Reservoir where only one
fish greater than 20 inches can be retained in the 5-fish daily creel and establish a 2-fish
exception to the minimum size limit such that 2 fish within the 5-fish daily creel can be less

than 14 inches.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 19)

American Shad

1) Reduce the possession limit of American shad to 1 fish per day within the aggregate daily
creel of 10 fish for American and hickory shad in inland fishing waters and tributaries of the
Neuse River.

Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 20)

Catfish

1) Clarify that channel, white, or blue catfish may only be taken legally by hook and line and
the daily creel limit is six fish in aggregate in waters that are stocked and managed for catfish
and located on game lands, on other Commission-owned property, or on the property of a
cooperator, including waters within the Community Fishing Program. The effected water
bodies will be identified by posting instead of being listed in the NCAC.

Amend the following rules:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 20);
15A NCAC 10C .0401 Manner of Taking Nongame Fishes: Purchase and Sale (page 22);
15A NCAC 10E .0104 Use of Areas Regulated (page 26)
Other
1) Add Lake Tillery to the list of reservoirs where possession of grass carp is prohibited except

those legally taken with bow and arrow.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0401 Manner of Taking Nongame Fishes: Purchase and Sale (page 22)



2) Allow the take of nongame fishes with crossbow and arrow from all inland fishing waters

3)

4)

other than impounded waters located on the Sandhills Game Land and designated public
mountain trout waters.

Amend the following rule:

15A NCAC 10C .0404 Special Device Fishing (page 23)

Classify eleven tributaries to the Neuse River, one tributary to the Pamlico River, and one

tributary to the Cape Fear River as inland primary nursery areas.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0503 Descriptive Boundaries (page 24)

Allow individuals who possess a valid concealed handgun permit to carry that handgun
concealed on public fishing and boating access areas.

Amend the following rule:

15A NCAC 10E .0104 Use of Areas Regulated (page 26)
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15A NCAC 10C .0205

PUBLIC MOUNTAIN TROUT WATERS

(@) Designation of Public Mountain Trout Waters. For the purposes of this Rule, artificial lure is defined as a
fishing lure that neither contains nor has been treated by any substance that attracts fish by the sense of taste or
smell. Natural bait is defined as any living or dead organism (plant or animal), or parts thereof, or prepared
substances designed to attract fish by the sense of taste or smell. The waters listed herein or in 15A NCAC 10D
.0104 are designated as Public Mountain Trout Waters and further classified as Wild Trout Waters or Hatchery
Supported Waters. For specific classifications, see Subparagraphs (1) through (6) of this Paragraph. These waters
are posted and lists thereof are filed with the clerks of superior court of the counties in which they are located:

(1)

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. The listed waters in the counties in Subparagraphs (a)(1)(A)
through () are classified as Hatchery Supported Public Mountain Trout Waters. Where specific
watercourses or impoundments are listed, indentation indicates that the watercourse or
impoundment listed is tributary to the next preceding watercourse or impoundment listed and not
so indented. This classification applies to the entire watercourse or impoundment listed except as
otherwise indicated in parentheses following the listing. Other clarifying information may also be
included parenthetically. The tributaries of listed watercourses or impoundments are not included
in the classification unless specifically set out therein.
Alleghany County:
New River (not trout water)
Little River (Whitehead to McCann Dam)_[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply
to portion between Whitehead and a point 275 yards downstream of the

intersection of SR 1128 and SR 1129 as marked by a sign on each bank. See

Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Brush Creek (except where posted against trespass)
Big Pine Creek

(Big) Glade Creek

Bledsoe Creek

Pine Swamp Creek

South Fork New River (not trout water)

Prather Creek

Cranberry Creek

Piney Fork

Meadow Fork

Yadkin River (not trout water)
Roaring River (not trout water)
East Prong Roaring River (that portion on Stone Mountain State Park) [Delayed
Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Ashe County:
New River (not trout waters)
North Fork New River (Watauga County line to Sharp Dam)

Helton Creek (Virginia State line to New River) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Big Horse Creek (Mud Creek at SR 1363 to confluence with North Fork
New River)_[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to portion between SR
1324 bridge and North Fork New River. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this
Rule.]

Buffalo Creek (headwaters to junction of NC 194-88 and SR 1131)

Big Laurel Creek

Three Top Creek (portion not on game lands)

South Fork New River (not trout waters)

Cranberry Creek (Alleghany County line to South Fork New River)
Nathans Creek

Peak Creek (headwaters to Trout Lake, except Blue Ridge Parkway waters)
Trout Lake [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5)
of this Rule.]

Roan Creek

Beaver Creek

Pine Swamp Creek (all forks)
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Old Fields Creek
Mill Creek (except where posted against trespass)
(©) Avery County:
Nolichucky River (not trout waters)
North Toe River {headwaters—to-MitcheH-County-Hne- upper (Watauga St. to
Roby Shoemaker Wetlands and Family Recreational Park, except where posted
against trespass)
North Toe River- lower (Sr 1164 to Mitchell Co. line, except where posted
against trespass)
Squirrel Creek
Elk River (SR 1305 crossing immediately upstream of Big Falls to the
Tennessee State line, including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Wildcat Lake
Catawba River (not trout water)
Johns River (not trout water)
Wilson Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2)
of this Rule.]
Lost Cove Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see
Subparagraph (a)(4) of this Rule.]
Buck Timber Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph
(@)(2) of this Rule.]
Cary Flat Branch [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2)
of this Rule.]
Boyde Coffey Lake
Linville River [Land Harbor line (below dam) to Blue Ridge Parkway boundary line,
except where posted against trespass]
Milltimber Creek
(D) Buncombe County:
French Broad River (not trout water)
Ivy Creek (lvy River) (Dillingham Creek to US 19-23 bridge)
Dillingham Creek (Corner Rock Creek to Ivy Creek)
Stony Creek
Corner Rock Creek (including tributaries, except Walker Branch)
Reems Creek (Sugar Camp Fork to US 19-23 bridge, except where posted against
trespass)
Swannanoa River (SR 2702 bridge near Ridgecrest to Wood Avenue Bridge,
intersection of NC 81W and US 74A in Asheville, except where posted against
trespass)
Bent Creek (headwaters to N.C. Arboretum boundary line, including portions of
tributaries on game lands)
Lake Powhatan
Cane Creek (headwaters to SR 3138 bridge)
(E) Burke County:
Catawba River (Muddy Creek to the City of Morganton water intake dam) [Special
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(7) of this Rule.]
South Fork Catawba River (not trout water)
Henry Fork (lower South Mountains State Park line downstream to SR 1919
at lvy Creek)
Jacob Fork (Shinny Creek to lower South Mountain State Park
boundary) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph
(@)(5) of this Rule.]
Johns River (not trout water)
Parks Creek (portion not on game lands not trout water)
Carroll Creek (game lands portion above SR 1405 including tributaries)
Linville River (portion within Linville Gorge Wilderness Area, including
tributaries, and portion below Lake James powerhouse from upstream bridge on
SR 1223 to Muddy Creek)
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(F) Caldwell County:
Catawba River (not trout water)
Johns River (not trout water)
Wilson Creek (game lands portion downstream of Lost Cove Creek to
Brown Mountain Beach dam, except where posted against trespass)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to game lands portion between Lost
Cove Creek and Phillips Branch. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.)
Estes Mill Creek (not trout water)
Mulberry Creek (portion not on game lands not trout water)
Boone Fork [not Hatchery Supported trout water. See Subparagraph (a)(2)
of this Rule.]
Boone Fork Pond
Yadkin River (Happy Valley Ruritan Community Park to SR 1515)
Buffalo Creek (mouth of Joes Creek to McCloud Branch)
Joes Creek (first falls upstream of SR 1574 to confluence with Buffalo
Creek)
()] Cherokee County:
Hiwassee River (not trout water)
Shuler Creek (Joe Brown Highway (SR 1325) bridge to Tennessee line)
Davis Creek (confluence of Bald and Dockery creeks to Hanging Dog Creek)
Valley River (headwaters to US 19 business bridge in Murphy)
Hyatt Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Junaluska Creek (Ashturn Creek to Valley River, including portions of
tributaries on game lands)
(H) Clay County:
Hiwassee River (not trout water)
Fires Creek (foot bridge in the US Forest Service Fires Creek Picnic Area to SR
1300)
Tusquitee Creek (headwaters to lower SR 1300 bridge)
Nantahala River (not trout water)
Buck Creek (game land portion downstream of US 64 bridge)
()] Graham County:
Little Tennessee River (not trout water)
Calderwood Reservoir (Cheoah Dam to Tennessee State line)
Cheoah River (not trout water)
Yellow Creek
Santeetlah Reservoir (not trout water)
West Buffalo Creek
Little Buffalo Creek
Santeetlah Creek (Johns Branch to mouth including portions of
tributaries within this section located on game lands, excluding Johns
Branch and Little Santeetlah Creek)
(Big) Snowbird Creek (old railroad junction to SR 1127 bridge,
including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Mountain Creek (game lands boundary to SR 1138 bridge)

Long-Creek{portion-not-on-gamelands)
Tulula Creek (headwaters to lower bridge on SR 1275)
Cheoah Reservoir
Fontana Reservoir (not trout water)
Stecoah Creek
Panther Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
) Haywood County:
Pigeon River (Stamey Cove Branch to upstream US 19-23 bridge)
Cold Springs Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Jonathan Creek (upstream SR 1302 bridge to Pigeon River, except where posted
against trespass)
Richland Creek (Russ Avenue (US 276) bridge to US 23-74 bridge)
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West Fork Pigeon River (Tom Creek to the first game land boundary upstream
of Lake Logan) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to the portion from Queen
Creek to the first game land boundary upstream of Lake Logan. See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Henderson County:

(Rocky) Broad River (Rocky River Lane to Rutherford County line)
Green River - upper (mouth of Joe Creek to mouth of Bobs Creek)
Green River - lower (Lake Summit Dam to 1-26 bridge)

(Big) Hungry River

French Broad River (not trout water)

Cane Creek (SR 1551 bridge to US 25 bridge)

Mud Creek (not trout water)
Clear Creek (SR 1591 bridge at Jack Mountain Lane to SR 1582)

Mills River (not trout water)
North Fork Mills River (game lands portion below the Hendersonville watershed
dam). [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this
Rule.]

Jackson County:

Tuckasegee River (confluence with West Fork Tuckasegee River to SR 1534 bridge
at Wilmot) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to that portion between the
downstream NC 107 bridge and the falls located 275 yards upstreams of US 23-441
bridge as marked by a sign on each bank. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Scott Creek (entire stream, except where posted against trespass)

Dark Ridge Creek (Jones Creek to Scotts Creek)
Savannah Creek (Headwaters to Bradley's Packing House on NC 116)

Greens Creek (Greens Creek Baptist Church on SR 1730 to Savannah Creek)
Cullowhee Creek (Tilley Creek to Tuckasegee River)
Cedar CIiff Lake
Bear Creek Lake
Wolf Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2) of this
Rule.]

Wolf Creek Lake

Balsam Lake
Tanasee Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2) of this
Rule.]

Tanasee Creek Lake

Macon County:

Little Tennessee River (not trout water)

Nantahala River (Nantahala Dam to Swain County line) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply to the portion from Whiteoak Creek to the Nantahala
hydropower discharge canal. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Queens Creek Lake
Burningtown Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Cullasaja River Sequoyah Dam to US 64 bridge near junction of SR 1672,
including portions of tributaries on game lands, excluding those portions of
Buck Creek and Turtle Pond Creek on game lands. [Wild Trout Regulations
apply. See Subparagraphs (2)(2) and (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Skitty Creek

Cliffside Lake
Cartoogechaye Creek (downstream US 64 bridge to Little Tennessee River)

Madison County:

French Broad River (not trout water)
Shut-In Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Spring Creek upper (junction of NC 209 and NC 63 to US Forest Service road
223)
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(©)

(P)

)

Spring Creek-lower (NC 209 bridge at Hot Springs city limits to iron bridge at
end of Andrews Avenue) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply.  See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Meadow Fork Creek
Roaring Fork (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Little Creek
Max Patch Pond
Big Laurel Creek (Mars Hill Watershed boundary to the SR 1318 bridge, also
known as Big Laurel Road bridge, downstream of Bearpen Branch)
Big Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge to US 25-70 bridge) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Spillcorn Creek (entire stream, excluding tributaries)
Shelton Laurel Creek (confluence of Big Creek and Mill Creek to NC 208
bridge at Belva)
Shelton Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge at Belva to the confluence with Big
Laurel Creek) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph
(@)(5) of this Rule.]

Puncheon Fork (Hampton Creek to Big Laurel Creek)
Big Pine Creek (SR 1151 bridge to French Broad River)
Ivy Creek (not trout waters)
Little Ivy Creek (confluence of Middle Fork and Paint Fork at Beech Glen to
confluence with Ivy Creek at Forks of Ivy)

McDowell County:
Catawba River - upper (Catawba Falls Campground to Old Fort Recreation Park)
Catawba River - lower (portion adjacent to Marion Greenway) [Delayed Harvest

Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Buck Creek (portion not on game lands, not trout water)

Little Buck Creek (game land portion including portions of tributaries on
game

lands)
Curtis Creek game lands portion downstream of US Forest Service boundary at
Deep Branch. [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of
this Rule.]
North Fork Catawba River (headwaters to SR 1569 bridge)

Armstrong Creek (Cato Holler line downstream to upper Greenlee line)
Mill Creek (upper railroad bridge to | 40 bridge, except where posted against
trespass) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to that portion between US 70
bridge and | 40 bridge. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Mitchell County:
Nolichucky River (not trout water)

Big Rock Creek (headwaters to NC 226 bridge at SR 1307 intersection)
Little Rock Creek (Green Creek Bridge to Big Rock Creek, except where
posted against trespass)

CaneCreek{SR1219-t0- NC 226 bridge}
Cane Creek {(NG226-bridgeto-NC-80-bhridge(SR 1219 to SR 1278 bridge)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply_to that portion from NC 226 bridge to SR

1278 bridge. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Grassy Creek (East Fork Grassy Creek to mouth)
East Fork Grassy Creek
North Toe River (Avery County line to SR 1121 bridge)
North Toe River (US 19E bridge to NC 226 bridge) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Polk County:
Broad River (not trout water)

North Pacolet River (Joels Creek to NC 108 bridge)
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Green River (Fishtop Falls Access Area to the natural gas pipeline crossing)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to the portion from Fishtop Falls Access
Area to Cove Creek. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
(R) Rutherford County:
(Rocky) Broad River (Henderson County line to US 64/74 bridge, except where
posted against trespass)
(S) Stokes County:
Dan River (Virginia State line downstream to a point 200 yards below the end of SR
1421)
(M Surry County:
Yadkin River (not trout water)
Avrarat River (SR 1727 bridge downstream to the NC 103 bridge)
Araat River (NC 103 bridge to US 52 bridge) [Delayed Harvest Regulations
apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Stewarts Creek (not trout water)
Pauls Creek (Virginia State line to 0.3 mile below SR 1625 bridge -
lower Caudle property line)
Fisher River (Cooper Creek) (Virginia State line to Interstate 77)
Little Fisher River (Virginia State line to NC 89 bridge)
Mitchell River (0.6 mile upstream of the end of SR 1333 to the SR 1330 bridge
below Kapps Mill Dam) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
(8)] Swain County:
Little Tennessee River (not trout water)
Calderwood Reservoir (Cheoah Dam to Tennessee State line)
Cheoah Reservoir
Fontana Reservoir (not trout water)
Alarka Creek (game lands boundary to Fontana Reservoir)
Nantahala River (Macon County line to existing Fontana Reservoir water
level)
Tuckasegee River (not trout water)
Deep Creek (Great Smoky Mountains National Park boundary line to
Tuckasegee River)
Connelly Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
V) Transylvania County:
French Broad River-(junction-of-west-and-north-forksto-US-276-bridge) (confluence
of North Fork French Broad River and West Fork French Broad River to the Island
Ford Road (SR 1110) Access Area)
Davidson River (Avery Creek to lower US Forest Service boundary line)
East Fork French Broad River (Glady Fork to French Broad River) [Delayed
Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Little River (confluence of Lake Dense outflow to 100 yards downstream of
Hooker Falls) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of
this Rule.]
Middle Fork French Broad River
West Fork French Broad River (SR 1312 and SR 1309 intersection to junction
of west and north forks, including portions of tributaries within this section
located on game lands)
(W) Watauga County:
New River (not trout waters)
North Fork New River (from confluence with Maine and Mine branches to Ashe
County line)
Maine Branch (headwaters to North Fork New River)
South New Fork River (not trout water)
Meat Camp Creek
Norris Fork Creek
Howard Creek (downstream from lower falls)

10
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(X)

(Y)

Middle Fork New River (Lake Chetola Dam to South Fork New River)
Yadkin River (not trout water)
Stony Fork (headwaters to Wilkes County line)
Elk Creek-{headwaters-to-gravel piton-SR-1508 (SR 1510 bridge at Triplett to
Wilkes County line, except where posted against trespass)

Watauga River (adjacent to the intersection of SR 1557 and SR 1558 to NC 105
bridge and SR 1114 bridge to NC 194 bridge at Valle Crucis). [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Beech Creek
Buckeye Creek Reservoir
Buckeye Creek (Buckeye Creek Reservoir dam to Grassy Gap Creek)

Coffee Lake [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of
this Rule.]

Beaverdam Creek (confluence of Beaverdam Creek and Little Beaverdam Creek
to an unnamed tributary adjacent to the intersection of SR 1201 and SR 1203)

Laurel Creek

Cove Creek (SR 1233 bridge at Zionville to SR 1233 bridge at Amantha)

Dutch Creek (second bridge on SR 1134 to mouth)

Wilkes County:
Yadkin River (not trout water)
Roaring River (not trout water)
East Prong Roaring River (Bullhead Creek to Brewer's Mill on SR 1943)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to portion on Stone Mountain State
Park. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Stone Mountain Creek [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Middle Prong Roaring River (headwaters to second bridge on SR 1736)
Bell Branch Pond
Boundary Line Pond
West Prong Roaring River (not trout waters)
Pike Creek
Pike Creek Pond
Cub Creek (0.5 miles upstream of SR 2460 bridge to SR 1001 bridge)
Reddies River (Town of North Wilkesboro water intake dam to confluence with
Yadkin River) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (2)(5) of
this Rule.]
Middle Fork Reddies River (Clear Prong) (headwaters to bridge on SR
1580)

South Fork Reddies River (headwaters to confluence with Middle Fork
Reddies River)
North Fork Reddies River (Vannoy Creek) (headwaters to Union
School bridge on SR 1559)
Darnell Creek (North Prong Reddies River) (downstream ford on
SR 1569 to confluence with North Fork Reddies River)
Lewis Fork Creek (not trout water)
South Prong Lewis Fork (headwaters to Lewis Fork Baptist Church)
Fall Creek (except portions posted against trespass)
Elk Creek - upper (Watauga County line to lower boundary of Reynolds Blue
Ridge development) [Delayed Harvest Reqgulations apply. See Subparagraph
(a)(5) of this Rule.]
Elk Creek_- lower (portion on Leatherwood Mountains development) [Delayed
Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Yancey County:
Nolichucky River (not trout water)
Cane River [Bee Branch (SR 1110) to Bowlens Creek]
Bald Mountain Creek (except portions posted against trespass)
Indian Creek (not trout water)
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Price Creek (junction of SR 1120 and SR 1121 to Indian Creek)
North Toe River (not trout water)
South Toe River (Clear Creek to lower boundary line of Yancey County
recreation park except where posted against trespass)

Wild Trout Waters. All waters designated as Public Mountain Trout Waters on the game lands
listed in Subparagraph (b)(2) of 15A NCAC 10D .0104, are classified as Wild Trout Waters unless
specifically classified otherwise in Subparagraph (a)(1) of this Rule. The trout waters listed in this
Subparagraph are also classified as Wild Trout Waters.

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

Alleghany County:

Big Sandy Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Stone Mountain Creek (that portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Ashe County:

Big Horse Creek (Virginia State Line to Mud Creek at SR 1363) [Catch and
Release/Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]
Unnamed tributary of Three Top Creek (portion located on Three Top Mountain Game
Land) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph
(@)(3) of this Rule.]

Avery County:

Birchfield Creek (entire stream)

Cow Camp Creek (entire stream)

Cranberry Creek (headwaters to US 19E/NC 194 bridge)

ElicHelew Branch(entire-stream)

Elk River (portion on Lees-McRae College property, excluding the millpond) [Catch and
Release/Artificial Flies Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(4) of this
Rule.]

Gragg Prong (entire stream)

Horse Creek (entire stream)

Jones Creek (entire stream)

Kentucky Creek (entire stream)

North Harper Creek (entire stream)

Plumtree Creek (entire stream)

Roaring Creek (entire stream)

Rockhouse Creek (entire stream)

Shawneehaw Creek (portion adjacent to Banner Elk Greenway)

South Harper Creek (entire stream)

Webb Prong (entire stream)

Wilson Creek [Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Buncombe County:

Carter Creek (game land portion) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lures only Regulations
apply. See Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Burke County:

All waters located on South Mountain State Park, except the main stream of Jacob Fork

Between the mouth of Shinny Creek and the lower park boundary where Delayed Harvest

Regulations apply, and Henry Fork and tributaries where Catch and Release/Atrtificial

Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraphs (a)(3) and (a)(5) of this Rule.

Nettle Branch (game land portion)

Caldwell County:

Buffalo Creek (Watauga County line to Long Ridge Branch including tributaries on game

lands)

Joes Creek (Watauga County line to first falls upstream of the end of SR 1574)

Rockhouse Creek (entire stream)

Cherokee County:

Bald Creek (game land portions, including tributaries) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters

Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Dockery Creek (game land portions, including tributaries) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait

Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

12



OCO~NOOUITRRWNEF

(H)

(1

()

(K)

(L)

(M)

(N)

North Shoal Creek (game land portions, including tributaries) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait

Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Graham County:

Franks Creek (entire stream) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See

Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Little Buffalo Creek (entire stream)

South Fork Squally Creek (entire stream)

Squally Creek (entire stream)

Haywood County

Hemphill Creek [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph

(a)(6) of the Rule.]

Hurricane Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands) [Wild Trout/Natural

Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (2)(6) of this Rule.]

Jackson County:

Buff Creek (entire stream) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See

Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Gage Creek (entire stream)

North Fork Scott Creek (entire stream)

Shoal Creek (Glenville Reservoir pipeline to mouth) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters

Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Tanasee Creek (entire stream)

West Fork Tuckasegee River (Shoal Creek to existing water level of Little Glenville

Lake) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of

this Rule.]

Whitewater River (downstream from Silver Run Creek to South Carolina State line)

Wolf Creek (entire stream, except Balsam Lake and Wolf Creek Lake)

Madison County:

Big Creek (headwaters to the lower game land boundary, including tributaries) [Wild

Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Mitchell County:

Green Creek (headwaters to Green Creek Bridge, except where posted against trespass)

Little Rock Creek (headwaters to Green Creek Bridge, including all tributaries, except
where

posted against trespass)

Wiles Creek (game land boundary to mouth)

Transylvania County:

All waters located on Gorges State Park

Whitewater River (downstream from Silver Run Creek to South Carolina State line)

Watauga County:

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.

Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to

fishing) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters Regulations apply. See

Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Dutch Creek (headwaters to second bridge on SR 1134)

Howards Creek (headwaters to lower falls)

Laurel Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge—development; and Powder Horn

Mountain developments, including tributaries. Anglers fishing the upper section of

Laurel Creek must check in at the-development Reynolds Blue Ridge security office on

Triplett Road prior to-fishing) fishing. Anglers fishing the lower section of Laurel Creek

must access the creek from the parking area on Powder Horn Mountain property adjacent

to Laurel Creek on Triplett Road.) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters

Regulations apply. See subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Pond Creek (headwaters to Locust Ridge Road bridge, excluding the pond adjacent to

Coffee Lake) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters Regulations Apply.

See Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Watauga River (Avery County line to steel bridge at Riverside Farm Road)

Winkler Creek (lower bridge on SR 1549 to confluence with South Fork New River)
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3)

(4)

(©)

(P)

Wilkes County:

Big Sandy Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.
Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Garden Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Harris Creek and tributaries (portions on Stone Mountain State Park) [Catch and Release
Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(4) of this Rule.]

Widow Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Yancey County:

Cattail Creek (Bridge at Mountain Farm Community Road (Private) to NC 197 bridge)
Lickskillet Creek (entire stream)

Middle Creek (game land boundary to mouth)

Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters. Those portions of designated wild trout
waters as listed in this Subparagraph, including tributaries except as noted, are further classified as
Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only waters. Only artificial lures having one single hook may
be used. No trout may be harvested or be in possession while fishing these streams:

(A)

(B)
(©)
(D)
(E)

(F)
(G)

(H)

Ashe County:

Big Horse Creek (Virginia State line to Mud Creek at SR 1363 excluding tributaries)
Unnamed tributary of Three Top Creek (portion located on Three Top Mountain Game
Lands)

Avery County:

Wilson Creek (game land portion)

Buncombe County:

Carter Creek (game land portion)

Burke County:

Henry Fork (portion on South Mountains State Park)

Jackson County:

Flat Creek

Tuckasegee River (upstream of Clarke property)

McDowell County:

Newberry Creek (game land portion)

Watauga County:

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.
Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing)

Laurel Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge—development; and Powder Horn
Mountain developments, including tributaries. Anglers fishing the upper section of
Laurel Creek must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing) fishing. Anglers fishing the lower section of Laurel Creek must access the creek
from the parking area on Powder Horn Mountain property adjacent to Laurel Creek on
Triplett Road.)

Pond Creek (headwaters to Locust Ridge bridge, excluding the pond adjacent to Coffee
Lake)

Wilkes County:

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.
Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing)

Harris Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Catch and Release/Artificial Flies Only Trout Waters. Those portions of designated wild trout
waters as listed in this Subparagraph, including tributaries except as noted, are further classified as
Catch and Release/Artificial Flies Only waters. Only artificial flies having one single hook may
be used. No trout may be harvested or be in possession while fishing these streams:

(A)

Avery County:
Elk River (portion on Lees-McRae College property, excluding the millpond)
Lost Cove Creek (game land portion, excluding Gragg Prong and Rockhouse Creek)
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Q)

(B) Transylvania County:

Davidson River (headwaters to Avery Creek, excluding Avery Creek, Looking Glass

Creek

and Grogan Creek)
© Yancey County:

South Toe River (headwaters to Upper Creek, including tributaries)

Upper Creek (entire stream)

Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. Those portions of designated Hatchery Supported Trout Waters as
listed in this Subparagraph, excluding tributaries except as noted, are further classified as Delayed
Harvest Waters. Between 1 October and one-half hour after sunset on the Friday before the first
Saturday of the following June, inclusive, it is unlawful to possess natural bait, use more than a
single hook on an artificial lure, or harvest or possess trout while fishing these waters. These
waters are closed to fishing between one-half hour after sunset on the Friday before the first
Saturday in June and 6:00 a.m. on the first Saturday in June. At 6:00 a.m. on the first Saturday in
June these waters are open for fishing under Hatchery Supported Waters rules for youth anglers
only. Youth is defined as a person under 16 years of age. At 12:00 p.m. on the first Saturday in
June these streams open for fishing under Hatchery Supported Waters rules for all anglers:
(A) Alleghany County:

Little River (Whitehead to a point 275 yards downstream of the intersection of SR 1128

and SR 1129 as marked by a sign on each bank)
{AXB) Ashe County:

Trout Lake

Helton Creek (Virginia state line to New River)

Big Horse Creek (SR 1324 bridge to North Fork New River)
B)(C) Burke County:

Jacob Fork (Shinny Creek to lower South Mountains State Park boundary)
{S)(D) Caldwell County:

Wilson Creek (game lands portion downstream of Lost Cove Creek to Phillips Branch)
{B)}E) Haywood County:

West Fork Pigeon River (Queen Creek to the first game land boundary upstream of Lake

Logan)
{E)}(F) Henderson County:

North Fork Mills River (game land portion below the Hendersonville watershed dam)
B(G) Jackson County:

Tuckasegee River (downstream NC 107 bridge falls located 275 yards upstream of the

US 23-441 bridge as marked by a sigh on each bank)

{&)}(H) Macon County:
Nantahala River (Whiteoak Creek to the Nantahala hydropower discharge canal)

(1) Madison County.
Big Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge to the US 25-70 bridge)
Shelton Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge at Belva to the confluence with Big Laurel Creek)
Spring Creek (NC 209 bridge at Hot Springs city limits to iron bridge at end of Andrews
Avenue
4 McDowell County:
Catawba River (portion adjacent to Marion Greenway)
Curtis Creek (game lands portion downstream of U.S. Forest Service boundary at Deep
Branch
Mill Creek (US70 bridge to | 40 bridge)
&H(K) Mitchell County:
Cane Creek (NC 226 bridge to-NG-80 SR 1278 bridge)
North Toe River (US 19E bridge to NC 226 bridge)

<L) Polk County:
Green River (Fishtop Falls Access Area to confluence with Cove Creek)

(M) Surry County:
Mitchell River (0.6 mile upstream of the end of SR 1333 to the SR 1330 bridge below
Kapps Mill Dam)
Avrarat River (NC 103 bridge to US 52 bridge)
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(6)

H(N) Transylvania County:

MN(0)

©)(P)

East Fork French Broad River (Glady Fork to French Broad River)

Little River (confluence of Lake Dense to 100 yards downstream of Hooker Falls)

Watauga County:

Watauga River (adjacent to intersection of SR 1557 and SR 1558 to NC 105 bridge and

SR 1114 bridge to NC 194 bridge at Valle Crucis)

Coffee Lake

Wilkes County:

East Prong Roaring River (from Bullhead Creek downstream to the Stone Mountain State

Park lower boundary)

Stone Mountain Creek (from falls at Allegheny County line to confluence with East
Prong

Roaring River and Bullhead Creek in Stone Mountain State Park)

Reddies River (Town of North Wilkesboro water intake dam to confluence with Yadkin

River)

Elk Creek - upper (Watauga County line to lower boundary of Reynolds Blue Ridge

development

Elk Creek - lower (portion on Leatherwood Mountains development)

Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters. Those portions of designated Wild Trout Waters as listed in this
Subparagraph, including tributaries except as noted, are further classified as Wild Trout/Natural
Bait Waters. All artificial lures and natural baits, except live fish, are allowed provided they are
fished using only one single hook. The creel limit, size limit, and open season are the same as
other Wild Trout Waters [see 15A NCAC 10C .0305(a)].

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)
(G)

Cherokee County:

Bald Creek (game land portions)

Dockery Creek (game land portions)

North Shoal Creek (game land portions)

Graham County:

Deep Creek

Long Creek (game land portion)

Franks Creek

Haywood County:

Hemphill Creek (including tributaries)

Hurricane Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)

Jackson County:

Buff Creek

Chattooga River (SR 1100 bridge to South Carolina state line)

(lower) Fowler Creek (game land portion)

Scotsman Creek (game land portion)

Shoal Creek (Glenville Reservoir pipeline to mouth)

West Fork Tuckasegee River (Shoal Creek to existing water level of Little Glenville
Lake)

Macon County:

Chattooga River (SR 1100 bridge to South Carolina state line)

Jarrett Creek (game land portion)

Kimsey Creek

Overflow Creek (game land portion)

Park Creek

Tellico Creek (game land portion)

Turtle Pond Creek (game land portion)

Madison County:

Big Creek (headwaters to the lower game land boundary, including tributaries)

Transylvania County:

North Fork French Broad River (game land portions downstream of SR 1326)

Thompson River (SR 1152 to South Carolina state line, except where posted against
trespass,

including portions of tributaries within this section located on game lands)
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Special Regulation Trout Waters. Those portions of Designated Public Mountain Trout Waters as
listed in this Subparagraph, excluding tributaries as noted, are further classified as Special
Regulation Trout Waters. Regulations specific to each water are defined below:

Burke County

Catawba River (Muddy Creek to City of Morganton water intake dam).

Regulation: The daily creel limit is 7 trout and only one of which may be greater than 14

inches in length; no bait restrictions; no closed season.

(b) Fishing in Trout Waters

(1)

()

History Note:

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. It is unlawful to take fish of any kind by any manner
whatsoever from designated public mountain trout waters during the closed seasons for trout
fishing. The seasons, size limits, creel limits and possession limits apply in all waters, whether
designated or not, as public mountain trout waters. Except in power reservoirs and city water
supply reservoirs so designated, it is unlawful to fish in designated public mountain trout waters
with more than one line. Night fishing is not allowed in most hatchery supported trout waters on
game lands [see 15A NCAC 10D .0104(b)(1)].

Wild Trout Waters. Except as otherwise provided in Subparagraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(6) of
this Rule, the following rules apply to fishing in wild trout waters.

(A) Open Season. There is a year round open season for the licensed taking of trout.

(B) Creel Limit. The daily creel limit is four trout.

© Size Limit. The minimum size limit is seven inches.

(D) Manner of Taking. Only artificial lures having only one single hook may be used. No

person shall possess natural bait while fishing wild trout waters except those waters listed
in 15A NCAC 10C .0205(a)(6).

(E) Night Fishing. Fishing on wild trout waters is not allowed between one-half hour after
sunset and one-half hour before sunrise.

Authority G.S. 113-272; 113-292;

Eff. February 1, 1976;

Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1997; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995; July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993;
October 1, 1992;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;

Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2001;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2002;

Amended Eff. August 1, 2002 (approved by RRC) on 6/21/01 and 04/18/02);

Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;

Amended Eff. June 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July 17
2003);

Amended Eff. August 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; May 1, 2008; May 1, 2007; May 1,
2006; June 1, 2005.
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15A NCAC 10C .0305 OPEN SEASONS: CREEL AND SIZE LIMITS
(@) Generally. Subject to the exceptions listed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule, the open seasons and creel and size
limits are as indicated in the following table:

DAILY CREEL MINIMUM
GAME FISHES LIMITS SIZE LIMITS OPEN SEASON
Mountain Trout:
Wild Trout 4 7in. ALL YEAR
Waters (exc. (3))
Hatchery Sup- 7 None All year, except
ported Trout (exc. (3) (exc. (3) March 1 to 7:00 a.m.
Waters and on first Saturday
undesignated in April
waters (exc. (3))
Muskellunge 1 42 in. ALL YEAR
Pickerel: Chain None None ALL YEAR
and Redfin
Walleye 8 None ALL YEAR
(exc. (9) (exc. (9)
Sauger 8 15in. ALL YEAR
Black Bass:
Largemouth, 5 14 in. ALL YEAR
Smallmouth, (exc. (21&26)) (excs. (8,18&2110,21&26))(exc. (17))
and Spotted
Smatmouth 5 12-in- ALLYEAR
{exe—21) {exes{(8;10&21))
Roanoke and Rock Bass None None ALL YEAR
(exc. (24)) (exc. (24))
White Bass 25 None ALL YEAR
Sea Trout (Spotted 10 14 in. ALL YEAR
or Speckled)
Flounder 8 14 in. ALL YEAR
Red drum (channel 1 18 in. ALL YEAR
bass, red fish, (exc. (19))
puppy drum)
Striped Bass 8 aggregate 16 in. ALL YEAR
and their hybrids (excs. 1,2,5,6,11,&13) (excs.1,2,5,6,11&13) (excs. 6,13&15)
(Morone Hybrids)
Shad: (American 10 aggregate None ALL YEAR
and hickory) (exc. (22)) (exc. (18))
Kokanee Salmon 7 None ALL YEAR
Crappie and None None ALL YEAR
sunfish (excs. 4,12&16) (exc. (12)) (exc. (4)
NONGAME FISHES None None ALL YEAR
(excs 14,20,23&25) (excs. 14,20,23&25) (exc. (7))

(b) Exceptions

(1) In the Dan River upstream from its confluence with Bannister River to the Brantly Steam Plant
Dam and in John H. Kerr Reservoir the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is two in
the aggregate and the minimum size limit is 26 inches from October 1 through May 31. From
June 1 through September 30 the daily creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four in
aggregate with no minimum size limit.

2 In Lake Rhodhiss, Lake Hickory, and Lookout Shoals Reservoir, the creel limit on striped bass
and Morone hybrids is four in the aggregate and the minimum size limit is 20 inches. In the Cape
Fear River upstream of Buckhorn Dam and the Deep and Haw rivers to the first impoundment and
in B.-Everett Jordan Reservoir, the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four in the
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3)

(4)
()

(6)

(7)
(8)

©)

(10)

aggregate and the minimum size limit is-28 24 inches. In Lake Gaston and Roanoke Rapids
Reservoir the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four in aggregate with a minimum
size limit of 20 inches from October 1 through May 31 and no minimum size limit from June 1
through September 30. In Lake Norman the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four
in aggregate with a minimum size limit of 16 inches from October 1 through May 31 and no
minimum size limit from June 1 through September 30.

In designated public mountain trout waters the season for taking all species of fish is the same as
the trout fishing season. There is no closed season on taking trout from Linville River within
Linville Gorge Wilderness Area (including tributaries), Catawba River from Muddy Creek to the
City of Morganton water intake dam, and the impounded waters of power reservoirs and
municipally-owned water supply reservoirs open to the public for fishing.

On Mattamuskeet Lake, special federal regulations apply.

In the inland fishing waters of Neuse, Pungo and Tar Pamlico rivers and their tributaries extending
upstream to the first impoundment of the main course on the river or its tributaries, and in all other
inland fishing waters east of Interstate 95, subject to the exceptions listed in this Paragraph, the
daily creel limit for striped bass and their hybrids is two fish in aggregate. The minimum length
limit is 18 inches and no striped bass or striped bass hybrids between the lengths of 22 inches and
27 inches may be possessed. In these waters, the season for taking and possessing striped bass is
closed from May 1 through September 30. In the inland fishing waters of the Cape Fear River and
its tributaries, the season for taking and possessing striped bass is closed year-round. In the Pee
Dee River and its tributaries from the South Carolina line upstream to Blewett Falls Dam, the
season for taking and possessing striped bass and their hybrids is open year-round, the daily creel
limit is three fish in aggregate and the minimum length limit is 18 inches.

In the inland and joint fishing waters [as identified in 15A NCAC 10C .0107(1)(e)] of the
Roanoke River Striped Bass Management Area, which includes the Roanoke, Cashie, Middle and
Eastmost rivers and their tributaries, the open season for taking and possessing striped bass and
their hybrids is March 1 through April 30 from the joint-coastal fishing waters boundary at
Albemarle Sound upstream to Roanoke Rapids Lake dam. During the open season the daily creel
limit for striped bass and their hybrids is two fish in aggregate, the minimum size limit is 18
inches. No fish between 22 inches and 27 inches in length shall be retained in the daily creel limit.
Only one fish larger than 27 inches may be retained in the daily creel limit.

See 15A NCAC 10C .0407 for open seasons for taking nongame fishes by special devices.

The maximum combined number of black bass of all species that may be retained per day is five
fish, no more than two of which may be smaller than the applicable minimum size limit. The
minimum size limit for all species of black bass is 14 inches, with no exception in Lake Luke
Marion in Moore County, Reedy Creek Park lakes in Mecklenburg County, Lake Rim in
Cumberland County, Lake Raleigh in Wake County, Randleman—Reservoir—in—Randolph—and
Guilford-counties-Roanoke River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of
Tar River Reservoir Dam, Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam, Haw River downstream
of Jordan Lake Dam, Deep River downstream of Lockville Dam, Cape Fear River, Waccamaw
River downstream of Lake Waccamaw Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek,
in all their tributaries, and in all other public fishing waters east of Interstate 95 (except Tar River
Reservoir in Nash County), South Yadkin River downstream of Cooleemee Dam, Yadkin-Pee Dee
River from Idols Dam to the South Carolina State line including High Rock Lake, Tuckertown
Lake Badln Lake, Falls Lake, Lake Tlllery and BIewett Falls Lake—l1q—a|eei—West—eﬂf—l&Aaehsenr

m+mmum—s&e—l+mﬂ—|s—]£—mehe& In Cane Creek Lake in Unlon County, and Buckhorn Reserv0|r
in Wilson and Nash counties the minimum size limit for largemouth bass is 16 inches, with no
exception. In Lake Phelps and Shearon Harris Reservoir no black bass between 16 and 20 inches
shall be possessed.—H—takeNorman-the—minimum-size-tmitfor-black-bass—is—14-ineches:  In
Randleman Reservoir only one largemouth bass greater than 20 inches may be possessed.

A minimum size limit of 15 inches applies to walleye taken from Lake James and its tributaries,
and the daily creel limit for walleye is four fish in Linville River upstream from the NC 126 bridge
above Lake James.
The minimum size limit for all black bass, with no exception, is 18 inches in Lake Thom-A-Lex in
Davidson County.
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(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)
(18)
(19)
(20)

(21)

(22)

In all impounded inland waters and their tributaries, except those waters described in Exceptions
(1) and (4), the daily creel limit of striped bass and their hybrids may include not more than two
fish of smaller size than the minimum size limit.

A daily creel limit of 20 fish and a minimum size limit of 10 inches apply to crappie in B. Everett
Jordan Reservoir and in the Roanoke River and its tributaries downstream of Roanoke Rapids dam
and in the Cashie, Middle, and Eastmost rivers and their tributaries. A daily creel limit of 20 fish
and a minimum size limit of eight inches apply to crappie in the following waters: all public
waters west of Interstate 77, South Yadkin River downstream of Cooleemee Dam, Yadkin-Pee
Dee River from Idols Dam to the South Carolina State line including High Rock Lake,
Tuckertown Lake, Badin Lake, Falls Lake, Lake Tillery, and Blewett Falls Lake, Lake Norman,
Lake Hyco, Lake Ramseur, Cane Creek Lake, Tar River downstream of Tar River Reservoir Dam,
Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam, Haw River downstream of Jordan Lake Dam, Deep
River downstream of Lockville Dam, Cape Fear River, Waccamaw River downstream of Lake
Waccamaw Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek, in all their tributaries, and
in all other public fishing waters east of Interstate 95, except Tar River Reservoir in Nash County,
Sutton Lake in New Hanover County, and Roanoke River and tributaries below Roanoke Rapids
dam, as listed above. In Buckhorn Reservoir in Wilson and Nash counties a daily creel limit of 20
fish applies to crappie.

In designated inland fishing waters of Roanoke Sound, Croatan Sound, Albemarle Sound, Chowan
River, Currituck Sound, Alligator River, Scuppernong River, and their tributaries (excluding the
Roanoke River and Cashie River and their tributaries), striped bass fishing season, size limits and
creel limits are the same as those established by rules or proclamations of the Marine Fisheries
Commlssmn in adjacentjomt or coastal flshlng Waters

-IAA- 4 l.l

Amas—and—eﬂ%epe%a%u&ly—m&naged—p&bh&wate#s—ln Waters that are stocked and manaqed for

catfish and located on game lands, on other Commission-owned property, or on the property of a
cooperator, including waters within the Community Fishing Program, it is unlawful to take
channel, white, or blue catfish (forked tail catfish) by means other than hook and line; the daily
creel limit for forked tail catfish is six fish in aggregate. Waters to which this creel limit applies
shall be posted-at-each-area, as specified in 15A NCAC 10E .0103.

The Executive Director may, by proclamation, suspend or extend the hook-and-line season for
striped bass in the inland and joint waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries. It is unlawful to
violate the provisions of any proclamation issued under this authority.

In Roanoke River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of Tar River
Reservoir Dam, Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam, Haw River downstream of Jordan
Lake Dam, Deep River downstream of Lockville Dam, Cape Fear River, Waccamaw River
downstream of Lake Waccamaw Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek, in all
their tributaries, and in all other public fishing waters east of Interstate 95, except Tar River
Reservoir in Nash County, the daily creel limit for sunfish is 30 in aggregate, no more than 12 of
which shall be redbreast sunfish.

In Sutton Lake, no largemouth bass shall be possessed from December 1 through March 31.

The season for taking American and hickory shad with bow nets is March 1 through April 30.

No red drum greater than 27 inches in length may be possessed.

No person shall take or possess herring (alewife and blueback) that are greater than six inches in
length from the inland fishing waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries including Roanoke
River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of Rocky Mount Mill Dam,
Neuse River downstream of Milburnie Dam, Cape Fear River downstream of Buckhorn Dam, Pee
Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek,
in all their tributaries, and in all other inland fishing waters east of Interstate 95.

In the Alleghany County portion of New River downstream of Fields Dam (Grayson County,
Virginia) no black bass between 14 and 20 inches in length shall be possessed and only one black
bass greater than 20 inches may be possessed in the daily creel limit. No minimum size limit
applies to black bass less than 14 inches in length in this section of New River.

In the inland waters of Roanoke-Riverand-its River, Neuse River, and their tributaries, the daily
creel limit for American and hickory shad is 10 in aggregate, only one of which may be an
American shad. In Roanoke Rapids Reservoir, Lake Gaston and John H. Kerr Reservoir, no
American shad may be possessed.
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(23)
(24)
(25)

(26)

In Lake Norman and Badin Lake the daily creel limit for blue catfish greater than 32 inches in
length is one fish.

In all public fishing waters east of Interstate 77, the minimum length for Roanoke and rock bass is
8 inches and the daily creel limit is two fish in aggregate.

In inland fishing waters the minimum length for gray trout (weakfish) is 12 inches and the daily
creel limit is one fish.

In Lake Cammack in Alamance County and Lake Holt in Granville County the daily creel limit for

History Note:

largemouth bass is 10 fish and no more than two fish greater than 14 inches may be possessed.

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;

Eff. February 1, 1976;

Temporary Amendment Eff. May 10, 1990, for a period of 180 days to expire on November 1,
1990;

Temporary Amendment Eff. May 22, 1990, for a period of 168 days to expire on November 1,
1990;

Temporary Amendment Eff. May 1, 1991, for a period of 180 days to expire on November 1, 1991;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993; October 1, 1992;

Temporary Amendment Eff. December 1, 1994 for a period of 180 days or until the permanent
rule becomes effective, whichever is sooner;

Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1997; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995;

Temporary Amendment Eff. November 1, 1998;

Amended Eff. April 1, 1999;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;

Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2001;

Temporary Amendment Eff. March 8, 2002 [This rule replaces the rule proposed for permanent
amendment effective July 1, 2002 and approved by RRC in May 2001];

Amended Eff. August 1, 2002 (approved by RRC in April 2002);

Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;

Amended Eff. June 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July
17, 2003);

Amended Eff. August 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; July 1, 2008; May 1, 2008; May 1,
2007; May 1, 2006; June 1, 2005.
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15ANCAC 10C .0401 MANNER OF TAKING NONGAME FISHES: PURCHASE AND SALE

(@) Except as permitted by the rules in this Section, it is unlawful to take nongame fishes from the inland fishing
waters of North Carolina in any manner other than with hook and line or grabbling. Nongame fishes may be taken
by hook and line or grabbling at any time without restriction as to size limits or creel limits, with the following

exceptions:
Q) Blue crabs shall have a minimum carapace width of five inches (point to point) and it is unlawful
to possess more than 50 crabs per person per day or to exceed 100 crabs per vessel per day.
2 No person shall take or possess herring (alewife and blueback) that are greater than six inches in

length from the inland fishing waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries including Roanoke
River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of Rocky Mount Mill Dam,
Neuse River downstream of Milburnie Dam, Cape Fear River downstream of Buckhorn Dam, Pee
Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek,
and in all other inland fishing waters east of Interstate 95.

3) Grass carp shall not be taken or possessed on Lake James, Lookout Shoals Lake, Lake Norman,
Mountain Island Reservoir-and-Lake-Aylie; , Lake Wylie and Lake Tillery, except that one fish
per day may be taken by bow and arrow.

4) No trotlines or set-hooks shall be used in the impounded waters located on the Sandhills Game
Land or in designated public mountain trout waters.

(5) In Lake Waccamaw, trotlines or set-hooks may be used only from October 1 through April 30.

(6) The minimum size limit for gray trout (weakfish) is 12 inches and the daily creel limit is one fish.

(b) The season for taking nongame fishes by other hook and line methods in designated public mountain trout
waters is the same as the trout fishing season.

(c) Nongame fishes, except alewife and blueback herring, excluding those less than six inches in length collected
from Kerr Reservoir (Granville, Vance, and Warren counties), blue crab, and bowfin, taken by hook and line,
grabbling or by licensed special devices may be sold. Eels less than six inches in length may not be taken from
inland waters for any purpose.

(d) Freshwater mussels, including the Asiatic clam (Corbicula fluminea), may only be taken from impounded
waters, except mussels shall not be taken in Lake Waccamaw and in University Lake in Orange County. It is
unlawful to possess more than 200 freshwater mussels.

(e) 3 3
Areas—and—ether—eeeperatwely—rmnaged—pebh&waters In waters that are stocked and manaqed for catfrsh and
located on game lands, on Commission-owned property, or on the property of a cooperator, including waters within
the Community Fishing Program, it is unlawful to take channel, white, or blue catfish (forked tail catfish) by means
other than hook and line; the daily creel limit for forked tail catfish is six fish in aggregate. Waters to which this
creel limit applies shall be posted-at-each-area, as specified in 15A NCAC 10E .0103.

(f) In Lake Norman and Badin Lake, the daily creel limit for blue catfish greater than 32 inches is one fish.

History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-272; 113-292;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993; May 1, 1992;
Temporary Amendment Eff. December 1, 1994;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995;
Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;
Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;
Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2002; July 1, 2001;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2002 (approved by RRC on 06/21/01 and 04/18/02);
Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July 17,
2003);
Amended Eff. August 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; May 1, 2008; May 1, 2007; May 1,
2006; June 1, 2005.
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15A NCAC 10C .0404 SPECIAL DEVICE FISHING

(@) Bow and Arrow. The use of bow [as defined in 15A NCAC 10B .0116(a)] and arrow as a licensed special
device is authorized for taking nongame fishes at any time from all inland fishing waters other than impounded
waters located on the Sandhills Game Land and designated public mountain trout waters. Unless specifically
prohibited, bow and arrow may be used in joint fishing waters.—tt-is-unlawful-to-take-fish-with-crossbow-and-arrow

(b) Nets. Where authorized, manually operated nets, including seines and bow, cast, dip, gill, drift and fyke nets
may be used under the special device fishing license. No fixed gill net or other stationary net which may be
authorized as a special fishing device may be more than 100 yards in length, nor shall any such net be placed within
50 yards of any other fixed net. Fixed nets must be set so that they run parallel to the nearest shoreline. No anchored
or fixed gill net or drift net shall be used unless such net is marked for the protection of boat operators. A net shall
be deemed so marked when there is attached to it at each end two separate yellow buoys which shall be of solid
foam or other solid buoyant material no less than five inches in its smallest dimensions. The owner shall be
identified on a buoy on each end either by using engraved buoys or by attaching engraved metal or plastic tags to the
buoys. Such identification shall include one of the following:

Q) owner's N.C. motor boat registration number;
2 owner's U.S. vessel documentation name; or
(3) owner's last name and initials.

It is unlawful to attach gill nets to any wire, rope, or similar device extended across any navigable watercourse.

(c) Traps. Baskets and traps, excluding collapsible crab traps, may be used under the special device fishing license.
Such devices when set and left unattended shall be affixed with a card or tag furnished by the license holder and
upon which his name and address shall be legibly and indelibly inscribed. No fish trap may exceed 60 inches in
length or 30 inches in depth or width. No lead nets, wing nets, or other device designed to guide or herd fish may be
attached to the trap or used or set within 25 feet of the trap.

(d) Spears. Manually operated gigs or under-water spear or harpoon guns may be used under the special fishing
device license in the inland waters having a season for their use specified in Rule .0407 of this Section.

(e) Crab pots. It is unlawful to use crab pots in inland fishing waters, except by persons owning property adjacent
to the inland fishing waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries who are permitted to set two crab pots to be
attached to their property and not subject to special device license requirements.

(f) Eel pots. It is unlawful to use pots with mesh sizes smaller than one inch by one-half inch unless such pots
contain an escape panel that is at least four inches square with a mesh size of one inch by one-half inch located in
the outside panel of the upper chamber of rectangular pots and in the rear portion of cylindrical pots. Each pot must
be marked by attaching a floating buoy which shall be of solid foam or other solid buoyant material and no less than
five inches in diameter and no less than five inches in length. Buoys may be of any color except yellow. The owner
shall be identified on the attached buoy by using engraved buoys or by engraved metal or plastic tags attached to the
buoy. Such identification shall include one of the following:

Q) owner's N.C. motorboat registration number;
2 owner's U.S. vessel documentation name; or
(3) owner's last name and initials.

(9) Hand-crank electrofisher. For the purposes of this rule, a hand-crank electrofisher is any manually-operated
device which is capable of generating a low voltage electrical current not exceeding 300 volts for the taking of
catfish. Hand-crank electrofishers may be used only where authorized by local law and only in those waters
specified in 15A NCAC 10C .0407.

History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-272.2; 113-276; 113-292;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1999; July 1, 1996; December 1, 1995; July 1, 1995; July 1, 1994; July 1,
1993;
Temporary Amendment Effective July 1, 2001;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2008; May 1, 2007; August 1, 2004; July 18, 2002.
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15A NCAC 10C .0503 DESCRIPTIVE BOUNDARIES
The following waters have been designated as primary nursery areas:

(1)

@)

3)

(4)

Q)

(6)
(7)
(8)
©)
(10)

(11)
(12)

North River:

@ Broad Creek - Camden County - Entire stream;
(b) Deep Creek - Currituck County - Entire stream;
(c) Lutz Creek - Currituck County - Entire stream.
Alligator River:

@ East Lake - Dare County - Inland waters portion;

(b) Little Alligator River - Tyrrell County - Entire stream.

Currituck Sound:

@ Martin Point Creek - Dare County - Entire stream (Jean Guite Creek);

(b) Tull Creek and Bay - Currituck County - Tull Bay to mouth of Northwest River; Tull
Creek from mouth upstream to SR 1222 bridge.

Pamlico River:

(@) Duck Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(b) Bath Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(c) Mixons Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(d) Porter Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(e Tooleys Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(j)] Jacobs Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(9) Jacks Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(h) Bond Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(M Muddy Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

()] Strawhorn Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(K) South Prong Wright Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

() Jordan Creek - Beaufort County - Entire-stream- stream;

(m) Eastham Creek - Pamlico County - Entire stream.

Neuse River:

@ Slocum Creek - Craven County - Entire stream;

(b) Hancock Creek - Craven County - Entire-stream- stream;

(c) Core Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(d) Pinetree Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(e) Green’s Thorofare — Craven County — Entire stream;

(f) Grinnel Creek — Pitt and Craven Counties — Entire stream;

(a) Little Swift Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(h) Turkey Quarter Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(i) Village Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(1) Taylor Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(k) Unnamed Tributary (Kidney Creek) — Craven County — Entire stream (35° 18.014'N —
77° 17.407'W);

()] Unnamed Tributary — Craven County — Entire Stream (35° 15.464'N — 77° 13.681'W);
(m) Unnamed Tributary (The Gut) — Craven County — Entire stream (35° 11.219'N — 77°

6.660'W).
New River:
@ French Creek - Onslow County - Entire stream;

(b) New River - Onslow County - US Highway 17 bridge to NC 24/US 258 bridge.

Roanoke River: Halifax and Northampton counties - US 258 bridge to Roanoke Rapids dam.
Tar-Pamlico River: Nash, Edgecombe, Pitt and Beaufort counties - N&S railroad at Washington
upstream to Rocky Mount Mills Dam.

Neuse River: Wake, Johnston, Wayne, Lenoir, Pitt and Craven counties - Pitchkettle Creek
upstream to Milburnie Dam.

Cape Fear River: Chatham, Lee, Harnett, Cumberland and Bladen counties - Lock and Dam No. 1
upstream to Buckhorn Dam.

(@) Smith Creek — New Hanover County — Entire stream.

Albemarle Sound: Peter Mashoes Creek — Dare County — Entire Stream.

Croatan Sound: Spencer Creek — Dare County — Entire Stream.
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(13)

(14)

History Note:

White Oak River: Onslow and Jones counties — Grants Creek upstream to Gibson Bridge Road
(SR 1118).
Northeast Cape Fear River: Pender County — NC 210 bridge upstream to NC 53 bridge.

Authority G.S. 113-132; 113-134;

Eff. August 1, 1990;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2008; November 1, 2007; August 1, 2004; July 1, 2000; July 1, 1993.
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15A NCAC 10E .0104 USE OF AREAS REGULATED

(@) No person shall leave any vehicle, boat trailer or other obstruction on any public fishing or boating access area
in such a location, position or condition that it will prevent or impede the use by other persons of any ramp or other
facility constructed for the purpose of launching or landing boats or fishing. No person shall leave parked any
vehicle, boat, boat trailer or other object at any place on any public fishing or boating access area other than on such
place or zone as is designated as an authorized parking zone and posted or marked as such.

(b) No person shall possess a loaded firearm on any public fishing or boating access area- area, except that a
handgun may be carried concealed by an individual with a valid concealed handgun permit. The individual carrying
a concealed handgun must adhere to the requirements set forth in North Carolina G.S. 14-415.11, even if the state
issuing the concealed handgun permit is not North Carolina. No person shall operate a vehicle on any public fishing
or boating access area in a manner so as to endanger life or property.

(c) No person, when using any public fishing or boating access area, shall deposit any debris or refuse anywhere on
the grounds of the area. No person, when using any public fishing or boating access area, shall do any act which is
prohibited or neglect to do any act which is required by signs or markings placed on such area under authority of this
Rule for the purpose of regulating the use of the area. At any time when all designated parking zones on any public
fishing or boating access area are fully occupied, any person may enter and use such facilities, provided such person
makes other arrangements for parking and violates none of the provisions of this Rule or the signs or markings made
or posted pursuant hereto.

(d) No person shall operate a motorboat in the public waters of North Carolina within 50 yards of a Commission-
owned or managed boat launching ramp at greater than "no wake" speed. For the purpose of this Rule, "no wake"
speed shall mean idling speed or a slow speed creating no appreciable wake.

(e) Except where facilities are provided, it is unlawful to use any boating access area for purposes other than the
launching of boats and parking vehicles and boat trailers. All other uses—including swimming, skiing, camping,
building fires, operating concessions or other activities not directly involved with launching of boats—are
prohibited, except that those activities including fish weigh-ins and for which a permit has been issued may be
conducted, provided that the permit authorizing such activity is available for inspection by wildlife enforcement
officers at the time the activity is taking place.

(f) Except where facilities are provided and approved uses are posted, it is unlawful to use any public fishing area
for purposes other than fishing. All prohibited uses and activities shall be posted including possession of loaded
firearms; firearms (except as allowed in paragraph b), swimming, launching or mooring jet skis or boats, skiing,

waters:

(@) Itis unlawful to feed or release animals or birds, domesticated animals and feral animals on public fishing or
boating access areas without prior written authorization of the Wildlife Resources Commission. For the purpose of
enforcing this Paragraph, "domesticated animals” does not include pets under the control of the owner and raptors or
hunting dogs where otherwise permitted for hunting or training purposes.

History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-264; 75A-14;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; July 1, 1995; February 1, 1994; September 1, 1992;
July 1, 1991.
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EXHIBIT D

July 7, 2011

PROPOSED CHANGES IN FISHING REGULATIONS FOR
2012-2013 RECOMMENDED BY AGENCY STAFF FOR PUBLIC
NOTICE AND PRESENTATION AT NINE PUBLIC HEARINGS

District Hearings

Trout
1) Cedar CIiff Lake (Jackson County) - Classify this 146-acre lake as Hatchery-Supported Trout

Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 8)

2) Catawba River (McDowell County) - Classify 0.6 miles of this stream as Delayed-Harvest

Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 9 and 15)

3) Elk Creek (Wilkes County) - Classify 1.5 miles of this stream as Delayed-Harvest Trout

Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 11 and 16)

4) Shawneehaw Creek (Avery County) - Classify 0.5 miles of this stream as Wild Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 12)

5) Laurel Creek (Watauga County) - Classify 0.3 miles of this stream as Catch and

Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 13 and 14)

6) Little River (Alleghany County) - Reclassify the upper 2.5 miles of this stream from

Hatchery-Supported to Delayed-Harvest Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 5 and 15)

7) Big Horse Creek (Ashe County) - Reclassify the lower 2.5 miles of this stream from

Hatchery-Supported to Delayed-Harvest Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 5 and 15)

8) Elk Creek (Watauga) - Clarify the boundaries of the Hatchery-Supported Trout Waters

section of this stream adding approximately 2.0 miles.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 11)



9) North Toe River (Avery County) - Divide the Hatchery-Supported Trout Waters on this
stream into an upper and lower section and remove 10.1 miles of this stream from the Public

Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 6)

10) Long Creek (Graham County) - Remove 4.2 miles of this stream from Public Mountain trout

Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 7)

11) Little Hungry River (Henderson County) - Remove 5.9 miles of this stream from Public

Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 8)

12) Little Creek (Madison County) - Remove 2.0 miles of this stream from Public Mountain

Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 9)

13) Mill Creek (Madison County) - Remove 2.4 miles of this stream from Public Mountain Trout

Waters, and reclassify the section on Game Lands as Wild Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 9)

14) Cane Creek (Mitchell County) - Remove 2.7 miles of this stream from Public Mountain

Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (pages 9 and 15)

15) French Broad River (Transylvania County) - Remove 10.3 miles of this stream from Public

Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0205 Public Mountain Trout Waters (page 10)

Striped Bass
1) Establish a 4-fish creel limit and a 20-inch size limit on striped bass in lakes Rhodhiss,

Hickory, and Lookout Shoals.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 18)

2) Increase the minimum size limit for striped bass and hybrid striped bass in B. Everett Jordan

Reservoir from 20 to 24 inches.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 19)



Black Bass

1)

2)

3)

4)

Establish a statewide 14-inch, 5-fish limit for black bass in aggregate, allowing 2 undersized

fish to be harvested.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (pages 18 and 19)

Remove the exception to the statewide black bass length limit for District 9 waters and

Public Mountain Trout Waters.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 19)

Establish a 10-fish daily creel limit of which no more than two fish greater than 14 inches

may be possessed in Lake Cammack (Alamance County) and Lake Holt (Granville County).
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (pages 18 and 21)

Establish a maximum size limit for largemouth bass in Randleman Reservoir where only one
fish greater than 20 inches can be retained in the 5-fish daily creel and establish a 2-fish
exception to the minimum size limit such that 2 fish within the 5-fish daily creel can be less

than 14 inches.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 19)

American Shad

1) Reduce the possession limit of American shad to 1 fish per day within the aggregate daily
creel of 10 fish for American and hickory shad in inland fishing waters and tributaries of the
Neuse River.

Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 20)

Catfish

1) Clarify that channel, white, or blue catfish may only be taken legally by hook and line and
the daily creel limit is six fish in aggregate in waters that are stocked and managed for catfish
and located on game lands, on other Commission-owned property, or on the property of a
cooperator, including waters within the Community Fishing Program. The effected water
bodies will be identified by posting instead of being listed in the NCAC.

Amend the following rules:
15A NCAC 10C .0305 Open Seasons: Size and Creel Limits (page 20);
15A NCAC 10C .0401 Manner of Taking Nongame Fishes: Purchase and Sale (page 22);
15A NCAC 10E .0104 Use of Areas Regulated (page 26)
Other
1) Add Lake Tillery to the list of reservoirs where possession of grass carp is prohibited except

those legally taken with bow and arrow.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0401 Manner of Taking Nongame Fishes: Purchase and Sale (page 22)



2) Allow the take of nongame fishes with crossbow and arrow from all inland fishing waters

3)

4)

other than impounded waters located on the Sandhills Game Land and designated public
mountain trout waters.

Amend the following rule:

15A NCAC 10C .0404 Special Device Fishing (page 23)

Classify eleven tributaries to the Neuse River, one tributary to the Pamlico River, and one

tributary to the Cape Fear River as inland primary nursery areas.
Amend the following rule:
15A NCAC 10C .0503 Descriptive Boundaries (page 24)

Allow individuals who possess a valid concealed handgun permit to carry that handgun
concealed on public fishing and boating access areas.

Amend the following rule:

15A NCAC 10E .0104 Use of Areas Regulated (page 26)
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15A NCAC 10C .0205

PUBLIC MOUNTAIN TROUT WATERS

(@) Designation of Public Mountain Trout Waters. For the purposes of this Rule, artificial lure is defined as a
fishing lure that neither contains nor has been treated by any substance that attracts fish by the sense of taste or
smell. Natural bait is defined as any living or dead organism (plant or animal), or parts thereof, or prepared
substances designed to attract fish by the sense of taste or smell. The waters listed herein or in 15A NCAC 10D
.0104 are designated as Public Mountain Trout Waters and further classified as Wild Trout Waters or Hatchery
Supported Waters. For specific classifications, see Subparagraphs (1) through (6) of this Paragraph. These waters
are posted and lists thereof are filed with the clerks of superior court of the counties in which they are located:

(1)

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. The listed waters in the counties in Subparagraphs (a)(1)(A)
through () are classified as Hatchery Supported Public Mountain Trout Waters. Where specific
watercourses or impoundments are listed, indentation indicates that the watercourse or
impoundment listed is tributary to the next preceding watercourse or impoundment listed and not
so indented. This classification applies to the entire watercourse or impoundment listed except as
otherwise indicated in parentheses following the listing. Other clarifying information may also be
included parenthetically. The tributaries of listed watercourses or impoundments are not included
in the classification unless specifically set out therein.
Alleghany County:
New River (not trout water)
Little River (Whitehead to McCann Dam)_[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply
to portion between Whitehead and a point 275 yards downstream of the

intersection of SR 1128 and SR 1129 as marked by a sign on each bank. See

Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Brush Creek (except where posted against trespass)
Big Pine Creek

(Big) Glade Creek

Bledsoe Creek

Pine Swamp Creek

South Fork New River (not trout water)

Prather Creek

Cranberry Creek

Piney Fork

Meadow Fork

Yadkin River (not trout water)
Roaring River (not trout water)
East Prong Roaring River (that portion on Stone Mountain State Park) [Delayed
Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Ashe County:
New River (not trout waters)
North Fork New River (Watauga County line to Sharp Dam)

Helton Creek (Virginia State line to New River) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Big Horse Creek (Mud Creek at SR 1363 to confluence with North Fork
New River)_[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to portion between SR
1324 bridge and North Fork New River. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this
Rule.]

Buffalo Creek (headwaters to junction of NC 194-88 and SR 1131)

Big Laurel Creek

Three Top Creek (portion not on game lands)

South Fork New River (not trout waters)

Cranberry Creek (Alleghany County line to South Fork New River)
Nathans Creek

Peak Creek (headwaters to Trout Lake, except Blue Ridge Parkway waters)
Trout Lake [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5)
of this Rule.]

Roan Creek

Beaver Creek

Pine Swamp Creek (all forks)
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Old Fields Creek
Mill Creek (except where posted against trespass)
(©) Avery County:
Nolichucky River (not trout waters)
North Toe River {headwaters—to-MitcheH-County-Hne- upper (Watauga St. to
Roby Shoemaker Wetlands and Family Recreational Park, except where posted
against trespass)
North Toe River- lower (Sr 1164 to Mitchell Co. line, except where posted
against trespass)
Squirrel Creek
Elk River (SR 1305 crossing immediately upstream of Big Falls to the
Tennessee State line, including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Wildcat Lake
Catawba River (not trout water)
Johns River (not trout water)
Wilson Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2)
of this Rule.]
Lost Cove Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see
Subparagraph (a)(4) of this Rule.]
Buck Timber Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph
(@)(2) of this Rule.]
Cary Flat Branch [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2)
of this Rule.]
Boyde Coffey Lake
Linville River [Land Harbor line (below dam) to Blue Ridge Parkway boundary line,
except where posted against trespass]
Milltimber Creek
(D) Buncombe County:
French Broad River (not trout water)
Ivy Creek (lvy River) (Dillingham Creek to US 19-23 bridge)
Dillingham Creek (Corner Rock Creek to Ivy Creek)
Stony Creek
Corner Rock Creek (including tributaries, except Walker Branch)
Reems Creek (Sugar Camp Fork to US 19-23 bridge, except where posted against
trespass)
Swannanoa River (SR 2702 bridge near Ridgecrest to Wood Avenue Bridge,
intersection of NC 81W and US 74A in Asheville, except where posted against
trespass)
Bent Creek (headwaters to N.C. Arboretum boundary line, including portions of
tributaries on game lands)
Lake Powhatan
Cane Creek (headwaters to SR 3138 bridge)
(E) Burke County:
Catawba River (Muddy Creek to the City of Morganton water intake dam) [Special
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(7) of this Rule.]
South Fork Catawba River (not trout water)
Henry Fork (lower South Mountains State Park line downstream to SR 1919
at lvy Creek)
Jacob Fork (Shinny Creek to lower South Mountain State Park
boundary) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph
(@)(5) of this Rule.]
Johns River (not trout water)
Parks Creek (portion not on game lands not trout water)
Carroll Creek (game lands portion above SR 1405 including tributaries)
Linville River (portion within Linville Gorge Wilderness Area, including
tributaries, and portion below Lake James powerhouse from upstream bridge on
SR 1223 to Muddy Creek)
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(F) Caldwell County:
Catawba River (not trout water)
Johns River (not trout water)
Wilson Creek (game lands portion downstream of Lost Cove Creek to
Brown Mountain Beach dam, except where posted against trespass)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to game lands portion between Lost
Cove Creek and Phillips Branch. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.)
Estes Mill Creek (not trout water)
Mulberry Creek (portion not on game lands not trout water)
Boone Fork [not Hatchery Supported trout water. See Subparagraph (a)(2)
of this Rule.]
Boone Fork Pond
Yadkin River (Happy Valley Ruritan Community Park to SR 1515)
Buffalo Creek (mouth of Joes Creek to McCloud Branch)
Joes Creek (first falls upstream of SR 1574 to confluence with Buffalo
Creek)
()] Cherokee County:
Hiwassee River (not trout water)
Shuler Creek (Joe Brown Highway (SR 1325) bridge to Tennessee line)
Davis Creek (confluence of Bald and Dockery creeks to Hanging Dog Creek)
Valley River (headwaters to US 19 business bridge in Murphy)
Hyatt Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Junaluska Creek (Ashturn Creek to Valley River, including portions of
tributaries on game lands)
(H) Clay County:
Hiwassee River (not trout water)
Fires Creek (foot bridge in the US Forest Service Fires Creek Picnic Area to SR
1300)
Tusquitee Creek (headwaters to lower SR 1300 bridge)
Nantahala River (not trout water)
Buck Creek (game land portion downstream of US 64 bridge)
()] Graham County:
Little Tennessee River (not trout water)
Calderwood Reservoir (Cheoah Dam to Tennessee State line)
Cheoah River (not trout water)
Yellow Creek
Santeetlah Reservoir (not trout water)
West Buffalo Creek
Little Buffalo Creek
Santeetlah Creek (Johns Branch to mouth including portions of
tributaries within this section located on game lands, excluding Johns
Branch and Little Santeetlah Creek)
(Big) Snowbird Creek (old railroad junction to SR 1127 bridge,
including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Mountain Creek (game lands boundary to SR 1138 bridge)

Long-Creek{portion-not-on-gamelands)
Tulula Creek (headwaters to lower bridge on SR 1275)
Cheoah Reservoir
Fontana Reservoir (not trout water)
Stecoah Creek
Panther Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
) Haywood County:
Pigeon River (Stamey Cove Branch to upstream US 19-23 bridge)
Cold Springs Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Jonathan Creek (upstream SR 1302 bridge to Pigeon River, except where posted
against trespass)
Richland Creek (Russ Avenue (US 276) bridge to US 23-74 bridge)
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West Fork Pigeon River (Tom Creek to the first game land boundary upstream
of Lake Logan) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to the portion from Queen
Creek to the first game land boundary upstream of Lake Logan. See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Henderson County:

(Rocky) Broad River (Rocky River Lane to Rutherford County line)
Green River - upper (mouth of Joe Creek to mouth of Bobs Creek)
Green River - lower (Lake Summit Dam to 1-26 bridge)

(Big) Hungry River

French Broad River (not trout water)

Cane Creek (SR 1551 bridge to US 25 bridge)

Mud Creek (not trout water)
Clear Creek (SR 1591 bridge at Jack Mountain Lane to SR 1582)

Mills River (not trout water)
North Fork Mills River (game lands portion below the Hendersonville watershed
dam). [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this
Rule.]

Jackson County:

Tuckasegee River (confluence with West Fork Tuckasegee River to SR 1534 bridge
at Wilmot) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to that portion between the
downstream NC 107 bridge and the falls located 275 yards upstreams of US 23-441
bridge as marked by a sign on each bank. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Scott Creek (entire stream, except where posted against trespass)

Dark Ridge Creek (Jones Creek to Scotts Creek)
Savannah Creek (Headwaters to Bradley's Packing House on NC 116)

Greens Creek (Greens Creek Baptist Church on SR 1730 to Savannah Creek)
Cullowhee Creek (Tilley Creek to Tuckasegee River)
Cedar CIiff Lake
Bear Creek Lake
Wolf Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2) of this
Rule.]

Wolf Creek Lake

Balsam Lake
Tanasee Creek [not Hatchery Supported trout water, see Subparagraph (a)(2) of this
Rule.]

Tanasee Creek Lake

Macon County:

Little Tennessee River (not trout water)

Nantahala River (Nantahala Dam to Swain County line) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply to the portion from Whiteoak Creek to the Nantahala
hydropower discharge canal. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Queens Creek Lake
Burningtown Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Cullasaja River Sequoyah Dam to US 64 bridge near junction of SR 1672,
including portions of tributaries on game lands, excluding those portions of
Buck Creek and Turtle Pond Creek on game lands. [Wild Trout Regulations
apply. See Subparagraphs (2)(2) and (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Skitty Creek

Cliffside Lake
Cartoogechaye Creek (downstream US 64 bridge to Little Tennessee River)

Madison County:

French Broad River (not trout water)
Shut-In Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Spring Creek upper (junction of NC 209 and NC 63 to US Forest Service road
223)
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(©)

(P)

)

Spring Creek-lower (NC 209 bridge at Hot Springs city limits to iron bridge at
end of Andrews Avenue) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply.  See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Meadow Fork Creek
Roaring Fork (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
Little Creek
Max Patch Pond
Big Laurel Creek (Mars Hill Watershed boundary to the SR 1318 bridge, also
known as Big Laurel Road bridge, downstream of Bearpen Branch)
Big Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge to US 25-70 bridge) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Spillcorn Creek (entire stream, excluding tributaries)
Shelton Laurel Creek (confluence of Big Creek and Mill Creek to NC 208
bridge at Belva)
Shelton Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge at Belva to the confluence with Big
Laurel Creek) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph
(@)(5) of this Rule.]

Puncheon Fork (Hampton Creek to Big Laurel Creek)
Big Pine Creek (SR 1151 bridge to French Broad River)
Ivy Creek (not trout waters)
Little Ivy Creek (confluence of Middle Fork and Paint Fork at Beech Glen to
confluence with Ivy Creek at Forks of Ivy)

McDowell County:
Catawba River - upper (Catawba Falls Campground to Old Fort Recreation Park)
Catawba River - lower (portion adjacent to Marion Greenway) [Delayed Harvest

Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Buck Creek (portion not on game lands, not trout water)

Little Buck Creek (game land portion including portions of tributaries on
game

lands)
Curtis Creek game lands portion downstream of US Forest Service boundary at
Deep Branch. [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of
this Rule.]
North Fork Catawba River (headwaters to SR 1569 bridge)

Armstrong Creek (Cato Holler line downstream to upper Greenlee line)
Mill Creek (upper railroad bridge to | 40 bridge, except where posted against
trespass) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to that portion between US 70
bridge and | 40 bridge. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Mitchell County:
Nolichucky River (not trout water)

Big Rock Creek (headwaters to NC 226 bridge at SR 1307 intersection)
Little Rock Creek (Green Creek Bridge to Big Rock Creek, except where
posted against trespass)

CaneCreek{SR1219-t0- NC 226 bridge}
Cane Creek {(NG226-bridgeto-NC-80-bhridge(SR 1219 to SR 1278 bridge)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply_to that portion from NC 226 bridge to SR

1278 bridge. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Grassy Creek (East Fork Grassy Creek to mouth)
East Fork Grassy Creek
North Toe River (Avery County line to SR 1121 bridge)
North Toe River (US 19E bridge to NC 226 bridge) [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Polk County:
Broad River (not trout water)

North Pacolet River (Joels Creek to NC 108 bridge)
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Green River (Fishtop Falls Access Area to the natural gas pipeline crossing)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to the portion from Fishtop Falls Access
Area to Cove Creek. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
(R) Rutherford County:
(Rocky) Broad River (Henderson County line to US 64/74 bridge, except where
posted against trespass)
(S) Stokes County:
Dan River (Virginia State line downstream to a point 200 yards below the end of SR
1421)
(M Surry County:
Yadkin River (not trout water)
Avrarat River (SR 1727 bridge downstream to the NC 103 bridge)
Araat River (NC 103 bridge to US 52 bridge) [Delayed Harvest Regulations
apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Stewarts Creek (not trout water)
Pauls Creek (Virginia State line to 0.3 mile below SR 1625 bridge -
lower Caudle property line)
Fisher River (Cooper Creek) (Virginia State line to Interstate 77)
Little Fisher River (Virginia State line to NC 89 bridge)
Mitchell River (0.6 mile upstream of the end of SR 1333 to the SR 1330 bridge
below Kapps Mill Dam) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
(8)] Swain County:
Little Tennessee River (not trout water)
Calderwood Reservoir (Cheoah Dam to Tennessee State line)
Cheoah Reservoir
Fontana Reservoir (not trout water)
Alarka Creek (game lands boundary to Fontana Reservoir)
Nantahala River (Macon County line to existing Fontana Reservoir water
level)
Tuckasegee River (not trout water)
Deep Creek (Great Smoky Mountains National Park boundary line to
Tuckasegee River)
Connelly Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)
V) Transylvania County:
French Broad River-(junction-of-west-and-north-forksto-US-276-bridge) (confluence
of North Fork French Broad River and West Fork French Broad River to the Island
Ford Road (SR 1110) Access Area)
Davidson River (Avery Creek to lower US Forest Service boundary line)
East Fork French Broad River (Glady Fork to French Broad River) [Delayed
Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Little River (confluence of Lake Dense outflow to 100 yards downstream of
Hooker Falls) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of
this Rule.]
Middle Fork French Broad River
West Fork French Broad River (SR 1312 and SR 1309 intersection to junction
of west and north forks, including portions of tributaries within this section
located on game lands)
(W) Watauga County:
New River (not trout waters)
North Fork New River (from confluence with Maine and Mine branches to Ashe
County line)
Maine Branch (headwaters to North Fork New River)
South New Fork River (not trout water)
Meat Camp Creek
Norris Fork Creek
Howard Creek (downstream from lower falls)

10



OCO~NOOUITRRWNEF

(X)

(Y)

Middle Fork New River (Lake Chetola Dam to South Fork New River)
Yadkin River (not trout water)
Stony Fork (headwaters to Wilkes County line)
Elk Creek-{headwaters-to-gravel piton-SR-1508 (SR 1510 bridge at Triplett to
Wilkes County line, except where posted against trespass)

Watauga River (adjacent to the intersection of SR 1557 and SR 1558 to NC 105
bridge and SR 1114 bridge to NC 194 bridge at Valle Crucis). [Delayed Harvest
Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]

Beech Creek
Buckeye Creek Reservoir
Buckeye Creek (Buckeye Creek Reservoir dam to Grassy Gap Creek)

Coffee Lake [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of
this Rule.]

Beaverdam Creek (confluence of Beaverdam Creek and Little Beaverdam Creek
to an unnamed tributary adjacent to the intersection of SR 1201 and SR 1203)

Laurel Creek

Cove Creek (SR 1233 bridge at Zionville to SR 1233 bridge at Amantha)

Dutch Creek (second bridge on SR 1134 to mouth)

Wilkes County:
Yadkin River (not trout water)
Roaring River (not trout water)
East Prong Roaring River (Bullhead Creek to Brewer's Mill on SR 1943)
[Delayed Harvest Regulations apply to portion on Stone Mountain State
Park. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Stone Mountain Creek [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Middle Prong Roaring River (headwaters to second bridge on SR 1736)
Bell Branch Pond
Boundary Line Pond
West Prong Roaring River (not trout waters)
Pike Creek
Pike Creek Pond
Cub Creek (0.5 miles upstream of SR 2460 bridge to SR 1001 bridge)
Reddies River (Town of North Wilkesboro water intake dam to confluence with
Yadkin River) [Delayed Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (2)(5) of
this Rule.]
Middle Fork Reddies River (Clear Prong) (headwaters to bridge on SR
1580)

South Fork Reddies River (headwaters to confluence with Middle Fork
Reddies River)
North Fork Reddies River (Vannoy Creek) (headwaters to Union
School bridge on SR 1559)
Darnell Creek (North Prong Reddies River) (downstream ford on
SR 1569 to confluence with North Fork Reddies River)
Lewis Fork Creek (not trout water)
South Prong Lewis Fork (headwaters to Lewis Fork Baptist Church)
Fall Creek (except portions posted against trespass)
Elk Creek - upper (Watauga County line to lower boundary of Reynolds Blue
Ridge development) [Delayed Harvest Reqgulations apply. See Subparagraph
(a)(5) of this Rule.]
Elk Creek_- lower (portion on Leatherwood Mountains development) [Delayed
Harvest Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(5) of this Rule.]
Yancey County:
Nolichucky River (not trout water)
Cane River [Bee Branch (SR 1110) to Bowlens Creek]
Bald Mountain Creek (except portions posted against trespass)
Indian Creek (not trout water)

11
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()

Price Creek (junction of SR 1120 and SR 1121 to Indian Creek)
North Toe River (not trout water)
South Toe River (Clear Creek to lower boundary line of Yancey County
recreation park except where posted against trespass)

Wild Trout Waters. All waters designated as Public Mountain Trout Waters on the game lands
listed in Subparagraph (b)(2) of 15A NCAC 10D .0104, are classified as Wild Trout Waters unless
specifically classified otherwise in Subparagraph (a)(1) of this Rule. The trout waters listed in this
Subparagraph are also classified as Wild Trout Waters.

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

Alleghany County:

Big Sandy Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Stone Mountain Creek (that portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Ashe County:

Big Horse Creek (Virginia State Line to Mud Creek at SR 1363) [Catch and
Release/Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]
Unnamed tributary of Three Top Creek (portion located on Three Top Mountain Game
Land) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph
(@)(3) of this Rule.]

Avery County:

Birchfield Creek (entire stream)

Cow Camp Creek (entire stream)

Cranberry Creek (headwaters to US 19E/NC 194 bridge)

ElicHelew Branch(entire-stream)

Elk River (portion on Lees-McRae College property, excluding the millpond) [Catch and
Release/Artificial Flies Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(4) of this
Rule.]

Gragg Prong (entire stream)

Horse Creek (entire stream)

Jones Creek (entire stream)

Kentucky Creek (entire stream)

North Harper Creek (entire stream)

Plumtree Creek (entire stream)

Roaring Creek (entire stream)

Rockhouse Creek (entire stream)

Shawneehaw Creek (portion adjacent to Banner Elk Greenway)

South Harper Creek (entire stream)

Webb Prong (entire stream)

Wilson Creek [Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Buncombe County:

Carter Creek (game land portion) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lures only Regulations
apply. See Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Burke County:

All waters located on South Mountain State Park, except the main stream of Jacob Fork

Between the mouth of Shinny Creek and the lower park boundary where Delayed Harvest

Regulations apply, and Henry Fork and tributaries where Catch and Release/Atrtificial

Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraphs (a)(3) and (a)(5) of this Rule.

Nettle Branch (game land portion)

Caldwell County:

Buffalo Creek (Watauga County line to Long Ridge Branch including tributaries on game

lands)

Joes Creek (Watauga County line to first falls upstream of the end of SR 1574)

Rockhouse Creek (entire stream)

Cherokee County:

Bald Creek (game land portions, including tributaries) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters

Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Dockery Creek (game land portions, including tributaries) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait

Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

12
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(H)

(1

()

(K)

(L)

(M)

(N)

North Shoal Creek (game land portions, including tributaries) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait

Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Graham County:

Franks Creek (entire stream) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See

Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Little Buffalo Creek (entire stream)

South Fork Squally Creek (entire stream)

Squally Creek (entire stream)

Haywood County

Hemphill Creek [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph

(a)(6) of the Rule.]

Hurricane Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands) [Wild Trout/Natural

Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (2)(6) of this Rule.]

Jackson County:

Buff Creek (entire stream) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See

Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Gage Creek (entire stream)

North Fork Scott Creek (entire stream)

Shoal Creek (Glenville Reservoir pipeline to mouth) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters

Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Tanasee Creek (entire stream)

West Fork Tuckasegee River (Shoal Creek to existing water level of Little Glenville

Lake) [Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of

this Rule.]

Whitewater River (downstream from Silver Run Creek to South Carolina State line)

Wolf Creek (entire stream, except Balsam Lake and Wolf Creek Lake)

Madison County:

Big Creek (headwaters to the lower game land boundary, including tributaries) [Wild

Trout/Natural Bait Waters Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(6) of this Rule.]

Mitchell County:

Green Creek (headwaters to Green Creek Bridge, except where posted against trespass)

Little Rock Creek (headwaters to Green Creek Bridge, including all tributaries, except
where

posted against trespass)

Wiles Creek (game land boundary to mouth)

Transylvania County:

All waters located on Gorges State Park

Whitewater River (downstream from Silver Run Creek to South Carolina State line)

Watauga County:

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.

Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to

fishing) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters Regulations apply. See

Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Dutch Creek (headwaters to second bridge on SR 1134)

Howards Creek (headwaters to lower falls)

Laurel Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge—development; and Powder Horn

Mountain developments, including tributaries. Anglers fishing the upper section of

Laurel Creek must check in at the-development Reynolds Blue Ridge security office on

Triplett Road prior to-fishing) fishing. Anglers fishing the lower section of Laurel Creek

must access the creek from the parking area on Powder Horn Mountain property adjacent

to Laurel Creek on Triplett Road.) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters

Regulations apply. See subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Pond Creek (headwaters to Locust Ridge Road bridge, excluding the pond adjacent to

Coffee Lake) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters Regulations Apply.

See Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Watauga River (Avery County line to steel bridge at Riverside Farm Road)

Winkler Creek (lower bridge on SR 1549 to confluence with South Fork New River)

13
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3)

(4)

(©)

(P)

Wilkes County:

Big Sandy Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.
Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing) [Catch and Release/Artificial Lure Only Trout Waters Regulations apply. See
Subparagraph (a)(3) of this Rule.]

Garden Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Harris Creek and tributaries (portions on Stone Mountain State Park) [Catch and Release
Artificial Lures Only Regulations apply. See Subparagraph (a)(4) of this Rule.]

Widow Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Yancey County:

Cattail Creek (Bridge at Mountain Farm Community Road (Private) to NC 197 bridge)
Lickskillet Creek (entire stream)

Middle Creek (game land boundary to mouth)

Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters. Those portions of designated wild trout
waters as listed in this Subparagraph, including tributaries except as noted, are further classified as
Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only waters. Only artificial lures having one single hook may
be used. No trout may be harvested or be in possession while fishing these streams:

(A)

(B)
(©)
(D)
(E)

(F)
(G)

(H)

Ashe County:

Big Horse Creek (Virginia State line to Mud Creek at SR 1363 excluding tributaries)
Unnamed tributary of Three Top Creek (portion located on Three Top Mountain Game
Lands)

Avery County:

Wilson Creek (game land portion)

Buncombe County:

Carter Creek (game land portion)

Burke County:

Henry Fork (portion on South Mountains State Park)

Jackson County:

Flat Creek

Tuckasegee River (upstream of Clarke property)

McDowell County:

Newberry Creek (game land portion)

Watauga County:

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.
Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing)

Laurel Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge—development; and Powder Horn
Mountain developments, including tributaries. Anglers fishing the upper section of
Laurel Creek must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing) fishing. Anglers fishing the lower section of Laurel Creek must access the creek
from the parking area on Powder Horn Mountain property adjacent to Laurel Creek on
Triplett Road.)

Pond Creek (headwaters to Locust Ridge bridge, excluding the pond adjacent to Coffee
Lake)

Wilkes County:

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries.
Anglers must check in at the development security office on Triplett Road prior to
fishing)

Harris Creek (portion on Stone Mountain State Park)

Catch and Release/Artificial Flies Only Trout Waters. Those portions of designated wild trout
waters as listed in this Subparagraph, including tributaries except as noted, are further classified as
Catch and Release/Artificial Flies Only waters. Only artificial flies having one single hook may
be used. No trout may be harvested or be in possession while fishing these streams:

(A)

Avery County:
Elk River (portion on Lees-McRae College property, excluding the millpond)
Lost Cove Creek (game land portion, excluding Gragg Prong and Rockhouse Creek)

14
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Q)

(B) Transylvania County:

Davidson River (headwaters to Avery Creek, excluding Avery Creek, Looking Glass

Creek

and Grogan Creek)
© Yancey County:

South Toe River (headwaters to Upper Creek, including tributaries)

Upper Creek (entire stream)

Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. Those portions of designated Hatchery Supported Trout Waters as
listed in this Subparagraph, excluding tributaries except as noted, are further classified as Delayed
Harvest Waters. Between 1 October and one-half hour after sunset on the Friday before the first
Saturday of the following June, inclusive, it is unlawful to possess natural bait, use more than a
single hook on an artificial lure, or harvest or possess trout while fishing these waters. These
waters are closed to fishing between one-half hour after sunset on the Friday before the first
Saturday in June and 6:00 a.m. on the first Saturday in June. At 6:00 a.m. on the first Saturday in
June these waters are open for fishing under Hatchery Supported Waters rules for youth anglers
only. Youth is defined as a person under 16 years of age. At 12:00 p.m. on the first Saturday in
June these streams open for fishing under Hatchery Supported Waters rules for all anglers:
(A) Alleghany County:

Little River (Whitehead to a point 275 yards downstream of the intersection of SR 1128

and SR 1129 as marked by a sign on each bank)
{AXB) Ashe County:

Trout Lake

Helton Creek (Virginia state line to New River)

Big Horse Creek (SR 1324 bridge to North Fork New River)
B)(C) Burke County:

Jacob Fork (Shinny Creek to lower South Mountains State Park boundary)
{S)(D) Caldwell County:

Wilson Creek (game lands portion downstream of Lost Cove Creek to Phillips Branch)
{B)}E) Haywood County:

West Fork Pigeon River (Queen Creek to the first game land boundary upstream of Lake

Logan)
{E)}(F) Henderson County:

North Fork Mills River (game land portion below the Hendersonville watershed dam)
B(G) Jackson County:

Tuckasegee River (downstream NC 107 bridge falls located 275 yards upstream of the

US 23-441 bridge as marked by a sigh on each bank)

{&)}(H) Macon County:
Nantahala River (Whiteoak Creek to the Nantahala hydropower discharge canal)

(1) Madison County.
Big Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge to the US 25-70 bridge)
Shelton Laurel Creek (NC 208 bridge at Belva to the confluence with Big Laurel Creek)
Spring Creek (NC 209 bridge at Hot Springs city limits to iron bridge at end of Andrews
Avenue
4 McDowell County:
Catawba River (portion adjacent to Marion Greenway)
Curtis Creek (game lands portion downstream of U.S. Forest Service boundary at Deep
Branch
Mill Creek (US70 bridge to | 40 bridge)
&H(K) Mitchell County:
Cane Creek (NC 226 bridge to-NG-80 SR 1278 bridge)
North Toe River (US 19E bridge to NC 226 bridge)

<L) Polk County:
Green River (Fishtop Falls Access Area to confluence with Cove Creek)

(M) Surry County:
Mitchell River (0.6 mile upstream of the end of SR 1333 to the SR 1330 bridge below
Kapps Mill Dam)
Avrarat River (NC 103 bridge to US 52 bridge)
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(6)

H(N) Transylvania County:

MN(0)

©)(P)

East Fork French Broad River (Glady Fork to French Broad River)

Little River (confluence of Lake Dense to 100 yards downstream of Hooker Falls)

Watauga County:

Watauga River (adjacent to intersection of SR 1557 and SR 1558 to NC 105 bridge and

SR 1114 bridge to NC 194 bridge at Valle Crucis)

Coffee Lake

Wilkes County:

East Prong Roaring River (from Bullhead Creek downstream to the Stone Mountain State

Park lower boundary)

Stone Mountain Creek (from falls at Allegheny County line to confluence with East
Prong

Roaring River and Bullhead Creek in Stone Mountain State Park)

Reddies River (Town of North Wilkesboro water intake dam to confluence with Yadkin

River)

Elk Creek - upper (Watauga County line to lower boundary of Reynolds Blue Ridge

development

Elk Creek - lower (portion on Leatherwood Mountains development)

Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters. Those portions of designated Wild Trout Waters as listed in this
Subparagraph, including tributaries except as noted, are further classified as Wild Trout/Natural
Bait Waters. All artificial lures and natural baits, except live fish, are allowed provided they are
fished using only one single hook. The creel limit, size limit, and open season are the same as
other Wild Trout Waters [see 15A NCAC 10C .0305(a)].

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)
(G)

Cherokee County:

Bald Creek (game land portions)

Dockery Creek (game land portions)

North Shoal Creek (game land portions)

Graham County:

Deep Creek

Long Creek (game land portion)

Franks Creek

Haywood County:

Hemphill Creek (including tributaries)

Hurricane Creek (including portions of tributaries on game lands)

Jackson County:

Buff Creek

Chattooga River (SR 1100 bridge to South Carolina state line)

(lower) Fowler Creek (game land portion)

Scotsman Creek (game land portion)

Shoal Creek (Glenville Reservoir pipeline to mouth)

West Fork Tuckasegee River (Shoal Creek to existing water level of Little Glenville
Lake)

Macon County:

Chattooga River (SR 1100 bridge to South Carolina state line)

Jarrett Creek (game land portion)

Kimsey Creek

Overflow Creek (game land portion)

Park Creek

Tellico Creek (game land portion)

Turtle Pond Creek (game land portion)

Madison County:

Big Creek (headwaters to the lower game land boundary, including tributaries)

Transylvania County:

North Fork French Broad River (game land portions downstream of SR 1326)

Thompson River (SR 1152 to South Carolina state line, except where posted against
trespass,

including portions of tributaries within this section located on game lands)
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()

Special Regulation Trout Waters. Those portions of Designated Public Mountain Trout Waters as
listed in this Subparagraph, excluding tributaries as noted, are further classified as Special
Regulation Trout Waters. Regulations specific to each water are defined below:

Burke County

Catawba River (Muddy Creek to City of Morganton water intake dam).

Regulation: The daily creel limit is 7 trout and only one of which may be greater than 14

inches in length; no bait restrictions; no closed season.

(b) Fishing in Trout Waters

(1)

()

History Note:

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. It is unlawful to take fish of any kind by any manner
whatsoever from designated public mountain trout waters during the closed seasons for trout
fishing. The seasons, size limits, creel limits and possession limits apply in all waters, whether
designated or not, as public mountain trout waters. Except in power reservoirs and city water
supply reservoirs so designated, it is unlawful to fish in designated public mountain trout waters
with more than one line. Night fishing is not allowed in most hatchery supported trout waters on
game lands [see 15A NCAC 10D .0104(b)(1)].

Wild Trout Waters. Except as otherwise provided in Subparagraphs (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(6) of
this Rule, the following rules apply to fishing in wild trout waters.

(A) Open Season. There is a year round open season for the licensed taking of trout.

(B) Creel Limit. The daily creel limit is four trout.

© Size Limit. The minimum size limit is seven inches.

(D) Manner of Taking. Only artificial lures having only one single hook may be used. No

person shall possess natural bait while fishing wild trout waters except those waters listed
in 15A NCAC 10C .0205(a)(6).

(E) Night Fishing. Fishing on wild trout waters is not allowed between one-half hour after
sunset and one-half hour before sunrise.

Authority G.S. 113-272; 113-292;

Eff. February 1, 1976;

Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1997; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995; July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993;
October 1, 1992;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;

Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2001;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2002;

Amended Eff. August 1, 2002 (approved by RRC) on 6/21/01 and 04/18/02);

Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;

Amended Eff. June 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July 17
2003);

Amended Eff. August 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; May 1, 2008; May 1, 2007; May 1,
2006; June 1, 2005.
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15A NCAC 10C .0305 OPEN SEASONS: CREEL AND SIZE LIMITS
(@) Generally. Subject to the exceptions listed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule, the open seasons and creel and size
limits are as indicated in the following table:

DAILY CREEL MINIMUM
GAME FISHES LIMITS SIZE LIMITS OPEN SEASON
Mountain Trout:
Wild Trout 4 7in. ALL YEAR
Waters (exc. (3))
Hatchery Sup- 7 None All year, except
ported Trout (exc. (3) (exc. (3) March 1 to 7:00 a.m.
Waters and on first Saturday
undesignated in April
waters (exc. (3))
Muskellunge 1 42 in. ALL YEAR
Pickerel: Chain None None ALL YEAR
and Redfin
Walleye 8 None ALL YEAR
(exc. (9) (exc. (9)
Sauger 8 15in. ALL YEAR
Black Bass:
Largemouth, 5 14 in. ALL YEAR
Smallmouth, (exc. (21&26)) (excs. (8,18&2110,21&26))(exc. (17))
and Spotted
Smatmouth 5 12-in- ALLYEAR
{exe—21) {exes{(8;10&21))
Roanoke and Rock Bass None None ALL YEAR
(exc. (24)) (exc. (24))
White Bass 25 None ALL YEAR
Sea Trout (Spotted 10 14 in. ALL YEAR
or Speckled)
Flounder 8 14 in. ALL YEAR
Red drum (channel 1 18 in. ALL YEAR
bass, red fish, (exc. (19))
puppy drum)
Striped Bass 8 aggregate 16 in. ALL YEAR
and their hybrids (excs. 1,2,5,6,11,&13) (excs.1,2,5,6,11&13) (excs. 6,13&15)
(Morone Hybrids)
Shad: (American 10 aggregate None ALL YEAR
and hickory) (exc. (22)) (exc. (18))
Kokanee Salmon 7 None ALL YEAR
Crappie and None None ALL YEAR
sunfish (excs. 4,12&16) (exc. (12)) (exc. (4)
NONGAME FISHES None None ALL YEAR
(excs 14,20,23&25) (excs. 14,20,23&25) (exc. (7))

(b) Exceptions

(1) In the Dan River upstream from its confluence with Bannister River to the Brantly Steam Plant
Dam and in John H. Kerr Reservoir the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is two in
the aggregate and the minimum size limit is 26 inches from October 1 through May 31. From
June 1 through September 30 the daily creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four in
aggregate with no minimum size limit.

2 In Lake Rhodhiss, Lake Hickory, and Lookout Shoals Reservoir, the creel limit on striped bass
and Morone hybrids is four in the aggregate and the minimum size limit is 20 inches. In the Cape
Fear River upstream of Buckhorn Dam and the Deep and Haw rivers to the first impoundment and
in B.-Everett Jordan Reservoir, the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four in the
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3)

(4)
()

(6)

(7)
(8)

©)

(10)

aggregate and the minimum size limit is-28 24 inches. In Lake Gaston and Roanoke Rapids
Reservoir the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four in aggregate with a minimum
size limit of 20 inches from October 1 through May 31 and no minimum size limit from June 1
through September 30. In Lake Norman the creel limit on striped bass and Morone hybrids is four
in aggregate with a minimum size limit of 16 inches from October 1 through May 31 and no
minimum size limit from June 1 through September 30.

In designated public mountain trout waters the season for taking all species of fish is the same as
the trout fishing season. There is no closed season on taking trout from Linville River within
Linville Gorge Wilderness Area (including tributaries), Catawba River from Muddy Creek to the
City of Morganton water intake dam, and the impounded waters of power reservoirs and
municipally-owned water supply reservoirs open to the public for fishing.

On Mattamuskeet Lake, special federal regulations apply.

In the inland fishing waters of Neuse, Pungo and Tar Pamlico rivers and their tributaries extending
upstream to the first impoundment of the main course on the river or its tributaries, and in all other
inland fishing waters east of Interstate 95, subject to the exceptions listed in this Paragraph, the
daily creel limit for striped bass and their hybrids is two fish in aggregate. The minimum length
limit is 18 inches and no striped bass or striped bass hybrids between the lengths of 22 inches and
27 inches may be possessed. In these waters, the season for taking and possessing striped bass is
closed from May 1 through September 30. In the inland fishing waters of the Cape Fear River and
its tributaries, the season for taking and possessing striped bass is closed year-round. In the Pee
Dee River and its tributaries from the South Carolina line upstream to Blewett Falls Dam, the
season for taking and possessing striped bass and their hybrids is open year-round, the daily creel
limit is three fish in aggregate and the minimum length limit is 18 inches.

In the inland and joint fishing waters [as identified in 15A NCAC 10C .0107(1)(e)] of the
Roanoke River Striped Bass Management Area, which includes the Roanoke, Cashie, Middle and
Eastmost rivers and their tributaries, the open season for taking and possessing striped bass and
their hybrids is March 1 through April 30 from the joint-coastal fishing waters boundary at
Albemarle Sound upstream to Roanoke Rapids Lake dam. During the open season the daily creel
limit for striped bass and their hybrids is two fish in aggregate, the minimum size limit is 18
inches. No fish between 22 inches and 27 inches in length shall be retained in the daily creel limit.
Only one fish larger than 27 inches may be retained in the daily creel limit.

See 15A NCAC 10C .0407 for open seasons for taking nongame fishes by special devices.

The maximum combined number of black bass of all species that may be retained per day is five
fish, no more than two of which may be smaller than the applicable minimum size limit. The
minimum size limit for all species of black bass is 14 inches, with no exception in Lake Luke
Marion in Moore County, Reedy Creek Park lakes in Mecklenburg County, Lake Rim in
Cumberland County, Lake Raleigh in Wake County, Randleman—Reservoir—in—Randolph—and
Guilford-counties-Roanoke River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of
Tar River Reservoir Dam, Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam, Haw River downstream
of Jordan Lake Dam, Deep River downstream of Lockville Dam, Cape Fear River, Waccamaw
River downstream of Lake Waccamaw Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek,
in all their tributaries, and in all other public fishing waters east of Interstate 95 (except Tar River
Reservoir in Nash County), South Yadkin River downstream of Cooleemee Dam, Yadkin-Pee Dee
River from Idols Dam to the South Carolina State line including High Rock Lake, Tuckertown
Lake Badln Lake, Falls Lake, Lake Tlllery and BIewett Falls Lake—l1q—a|eei—West—eﬂf—l&Aaehsenr

m+mmum—s&e—l+mﬂ—|s—]£—mehe& In Cane Creek Lake in Unlon County, and Buckhorn Reserv0|r
in Wilson and Nash counties the minimum size limit for largemouth bass is 16 inches, with no
exception. In Lake Phelps and Shearon Harris Reservoir no black bass between 16 and 20 inches
shall be possessed.—H—takeNorman-the—minimum-size-tmitfor-black-bass—is—14-ineches:  In
Randleman Reservoir only one largemouth bass greater than 20 inches may be possessed.

A minimum size limit of 15 inches applies to walleye taken from Lake James and its tributaries,
and the daily creel limit for walleye is four fish in Linville River upstream from the NC 126 bridge
above Lake James.
The minimum size limit for all black bass, with no exception, is 18 inches in Lake Thom-A-Lex in
Davidson County.
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(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)
(18)
(19)
(20)

(21)

(22)

In all impounded inland waters and their tributaries, except those waters described in Exceptions
(1) and (4), the daily creel limit of striped bass and their hybrids may include not more than two
fish of smaller size than the minimum size limit.

A daily creel limit of 20 fish and a minimum size limit of 10 inches apply to crappie in B. Everett
Jordan Reservoir and in the Roanoke River and its tributaries downstream of Roanoke Rapids dam
and in the Cashie, Middle, and Eastmost rivers and their tributaries. A daily creel limit of 20 fish
and a minimum size limit of eight inches apply to crappie in the following waters: all public
waters west of Interstate 77, South Yadkin River downstream of Cooleemee Dam, Yadkin-Pee
Dee River from Idols Dam to the South Carolina State line including High Rock Lake,
Tuckertown Lake, Badin Lake, Falls Lake, Lake Tillery, and Blewett Falls Lake, Lake Norman,
Lake Hyco, Lake Ramseur, Cane Creek Lake, Tar River downstream of Tar River Reservoir Dam,
Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam, Haw River downstream of Jordan Lake Dam, Deep
River downstream of Lockville Dam, Cape Fear River, Waccamaw River downstream of Lake
Waccamaw Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek, in all their tributaries, and
in all other public fishing waters east of Interstate 95, except Tar River Reservoir in Nash County,
Sutton Lake in New Hanover County, and Roanoke River and tributaries below Roanoke Rapids
dam, as listed above. In Buckhorn Reservoir in Wilson and Nash counties a daily creel limit of 20
fish applies to crappie.

In designated inland fishing waters of Roanoke Sound, Croatan Sound, Albemarle Sound, Chowan
River, Currituck Sound, Alligator River, Scuppernong River, and their tributaries (excluding the
Roanoke River and Cashie River and their tributaries), striped bass fishing season, size limits and
creel limits are the same as those established by rules or proclamations of the Marine Fisheries
Commlssmn in adjacentjomt or coastal flshlng Waters

-IAA- 4 l.l

Amas—and—eﬂ%epe%a%u&ly—m&naged—p&bh&wate#s—ln Waters that are stocked and manaqed for

catfish and located on game lands, on other Commission-owned property, or on the property of a
cooperator, including waters within the Community Fishing Program, it is unlawful to take
channel, white, or blue catfish (forked tail catfish) by means other than hook and line; the daily
creel limit for forked tail catfish is six fish in aggregate. Waters to which this creel limit applies
shall be posted-at-each-area, as specified in 15A NCAC 10E .0103.

The Executive Director may, by proclamation, suspend or extend the hook-and-line season for
striped bass in the inland and joint waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries. It is unlawful to
violate the provisions of any proclamation issued under this authority.

In Roanoke River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of Tar River
Reservoir Dam, Neuse River downstream of Falls Lake Dam, Haw River downstream of Jordan
Lake Dam, Deep River downstream of Lockville Dam, Cape Fear River, Waccamaw River
downstream of Lake Waccamaw Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek, in all
their tributaries, and in all other public fishing waters east of Interstate 95, except Tar River
Reservoir in Nash County, the daily creel limit for sunfish is 30 in aggregate, no more than 12 of
which shall be redbreast sunfish.

In Sutton Lake, no largemouth bass shall be possessed from December 1 through March 31.

The season for taking American and hickory shad with bow nets is March 1 through April 30.

No red drum greater than 27 inches in length may be possessed.

No person shall take or possess herring (alewife and blueback) that are greater than six inches in
length from the inland fishing waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries including Roanoke
River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of Rocky Mount Mill Dam,
Neuse River downstream of Milburnie Dam, Cape Fear River downstream of Buckhorn Dam, Pee
Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek,
in all their tributaries, and in all other inland fishing waters east of Interstate 95.

In the Alleghany County portion of New River downstream of Fields Dam (Grayson County,
Virginia) no black bass between 14 and 20 inches in length shall be possessed and only one black
bass greater than 20 inches may be possessed in the daily creel limit. No minimum size limit
applies to black bass less than 14 inches in length in this section of New River.

In the inland waters of Roanoke-Riverand-its River, Neuse River, and their tributaries, the daily
creel limit for American and hickory shad is 10 in aggregate, only one of which may be an
American shad. In Roanoke Rapids Reservoir, Lake Gaston and John H. Kerr Reservoir, no
American shad may be possessed.
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(23)
(24)
(25)

(26)

In Lake Norman and Badin Lake the daily creel limit for blue catfish greater than 32 inches in
length is one fish.

In all public fishing waters east of Interstate 77, the minimum length for Roanoke and rock bass is
8 inches and the daily creel limit is two fish in aggregate.

In inland fishing waters the minimum length for gray trout (weakfish) is 12 inches and the daily
creel limit is one fish.

In Lake Cammack in Alamance County and Lake Holt in Granville County the daily creel limit for

History Note:

largemouth bass is 10 fish and no more than two fish greater than 14 inches may be possessed.

Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-292; 113-304; 113-305;

Eff. February 1, 1976;

Temporary Amendment Eff. May 10, 1990, for a period of 180 days to expire on November 1,
1990;

Temporary Amendment Eff. May 22, 1990, for a period of 168 days to expire on November 1,
1990;

Temporary Amendment Eff. May 1, 1991, for a period of 180 days to expire on November 1, 1991;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993; October 1, 1992;

Temporary Amendment Eff. December 1, 1994 for a period of 180 days or until the permanent
rule becomes effective, whichever is sooner;

Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1997; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995;

Temporary Amendment Eff. November 1, 1998;

Amended Eff. April 1, 1999;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;

Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;

Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2001;

Temporary Amendment Eff. March 8, 2002 [This rule replaces the rule proposed for permanent
amendment effective July 1, 2002 and approved by RRC in May 2001];

Amended Eff. August 1, 2002 (approved by RRC in April 2002);

Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;

Amended Eff. June 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July
17, 2003);

Amended Eff. August 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; July 1, 2008; May 1, 2008; May 1,
2007; May 1, 2006; June 1, 2005.
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15ANCAC 10C .0401 MANNER OF TAKING NONGAME FISHES: PURCHASE AND SALE

(@) Except as permitted by the rules in this Section, it is unlawful to take nongame fishes from the inland fishing
waters of North Carolina in any manner other than with hook and line or grabbling. Nongame fishes may be taken
by hook and line or grabbling at any time without restriction as to size limits or creel limits, with the following

exceptions:
Q) Blue crabs shall have a minimum carapace width of five inches (point to point) and it is unlawful
to possess more than 50 crabs per person per day or to exceed 100 crabs per vessel per day.
2 No person shall take or possess herring (alewife and blueback) that are greater than six inches in

length from the inland fishing waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries including Roanoke
River downstream of Roanoke Rapids Dam, Tar River downstream of Rocky Mount Mill Dam,
Neuse River downstream of Milburnie Dam, Cape Fear River downstream of Buckhorn Dam, Pee
Dee River downstream of Blewett Falls Dam, the entire Lumber River including Drowning Creek,
and in all other inland fishing waters east of Interstate 95.

3) Grass carp shall not be taken or possessed on Lake James, Lookout Shoals Lake, Lake Norman,
Mountain Island Reservoir-and-Lake-Aylie; , Lake Wylie and Lake Tillery, except that one fish
per day may be taken by bow and arrow.

4) No trotlines or set-hooks shall be used in the impounded waters located on the Sandhills Game
Land or in designated public mountain trout waters.

(5) In Lake Waccamaw, trotlines or set-hooks may be used only from October 1 through April 30.

(6) The minimum size limit for gray trout (weakfish) is 12 inches and the daily creel limit is one fish.

(b) The season for taking nongame fishes by other hook and line methods in designated public mountain trout
waters is the same as the trout fishing season.

(c) Nongame fishes, except alewife and blueback herring, excluding those less than six inches in length collected
from Kerr Reservoir (Granville, Vance, and Warren counties), blue crab, and bowfin, taken by hook and line,
grabbling or by licensed special devices may be sold. Eels less than six inches in length may not be taken from
inland waters for any purpose.

(d) Freshwater mussels, including the Asiatic clam (Corbicula fluminea), may only be taken from impounded
waters, except mussels shall not be taken in Lake Waccamaw and in University Lake in Orange County. It is
unlawful to possess more than 200 freshwater mussels.

(e) 3 3
Areas—and—ether—eeeperatwely—rmnaged—pebh&waters In waters that are stocked and manaqed for catfrsh and
located on game lands, on Commission-owned property, or on the property of a cooperator, including waters within
the Community Fishing Program, it is unlawful to take channel, white, or blue catfish (forked tail catfish) by means
other than hook and line; the daily creel limit for forked tail catfish is six fish in aggregate. Waters to which this
creel limit applies shall be posted-at-each-area, as specified in 15A NCAC 10E .0103.

(f) In Lake Norman and Badin Lake, the daily creel limit for blue catfish greater than 32 inches is one fish.

History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-272; 113-292;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1994; July 1, 1993; May 1, 1992;
Temporary Amendment Eff. December 1, 1994;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1998; July 1, 1996; July 1, 1995;
Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 1999;
Amended Eff. July 1, 2000;
Temporary Amendment Eff. July 1, 2002; July 1, 2001;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2002 (approved by RRC on 06/21/01 and 04/18/02);
Temporary Amendment Eff. June 1, 2003;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2004 (this amendment replaces the amendment approved by RRC on July 17,
2003);
Amended Eff. August 1, 2011; August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; May 1, 2008; May 1, 2007; May 1,
2006; June 1, 2005.
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15A NCAC 10C .0404 SPECIAL DEVICE FISHING

(@) Bow and Arrow. The use of bow [as defined in 15A NCAC 10B .0116(a)] and arrow as a licensed special
device is authorized for taking nongame fishes at any time from all inland fishing waters other than impounded
waters located on the Sandhills Game Land and designated public mountain trout waters. Unless specifically
prohibited, bow and arrow may be used in joint fishing waters.—tt-is-unlawful-to-take-fish-with-crossbow-and-arrow

(b) Nets. Where authorized, manually operated nets, including seines and bow, cast, dip, gill, drift and fyke nets
may be used under the special device fishing license. No fixed gill net or other stationary net which may be
authorized as a special fishing device may be more than 100 yards in length, nor shall any such net be placed within
50 yards of any other fixed net. Fixed nets must be set so that they run parallel to the nearest shoreline. No anchored
or fixed gill net or drift net shall be used unless such net is marked for the protection of boat operators. A net shall
be deemed so marked when there is attached to it at each end two separate yellow buoys which shall be of solid
foam or other solid buoyant material no less than five inches in its smallest dimensions. The owner shall be
identified on a buoy on each end either by using engraved buoys or by attaching engraved metal or plastic tags to the
buoys. Such identification shall include one of the following:

Q) owner's N.C. motor boat registration number;
2 owner's U.S. vessel documentation name; or
(3) owner's last name and initials.

It is unlawful to attach gill nets to any wire, rope, or similar device extended across any navigable watercourse.

(c) Traps. Baskets and traps, excluding collapsible crab traps, may be used under the special device fishing license.
Such devices when set and left unattended shall be affixed with a card or tag furnished by the license holder and
upon which his name and address shall be legibly and indelibly inscribed. No fish trap may exceed 60 inches in
length or 30 inches in depth or width. No lead nets, wing nets, or other device designed to guide or herd fish may be
attached to the trap or used or set within 25 feet of the trap.

(d) Spears. Manually operated gigs or under-water spear or harpoon guns may be used under the special fishing
device license in the inland waters having a season for their use specified in Rule .0407 of this Section.

(e) Crab pots. It is unlawful to use crab pots in inland fishing waters, except by persons owning property adjacent
to the inland fishing waters of coastal rivers and their tributaries who are permitted to set two crab pots to be
attached to their property and not subject to special device license requirements.

(f) Eel pots. It is unlawful to use pots with mesh sizes smaller than one inch by one-half inch unless such pots
contain an escape panel that is at least four inches square with a mesh size of one inch by one-half inch located in
the outside panel of the upper chamber of rectangular pots and in the rear portion of cylindrical pots. Each pot must
be marked by attaching a floating buoy which shall be of solid foam or other solid buoyant material and no less than
five inches in diameter and no less than five inches in length. Buoys may be of any color except yellow. The owner
shall be identified on the attached buoy by using engraved buoys or by engraved metal or plastic tags attached to the
buoy. Such identification shall include one of the following:

Q) owner's N.C. motorboat registration number;
2 owner's U.S. vessel documentation name; or
(3) owner's last name and initials.

(9) Hand-crank electrofisher. For the purposes of this rule, a hand-crank electrofisher is any manually-operated
device which is capable of generating a low voltage electrical current not exceeding 300 volts for the taking of
catfish. Hand-crank electrofishers may be used only where authorized by local law and only in those waters
specified in 15A NCAC 10C .0407.

History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-272.2; 113-276; 113-292;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. July 1, 1999; July 1, 1996; December 1, 1995; July 1, 1995; July 1, 1994; July 1,
1993;
Temporary Amendment Effective July 1, 2001;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2008; May 1, 2007; August 1, 2004; July 18, 2002.
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15A NCAC 10C .0503 DESCRIPTIVE BOUNDARIES
The following waters have been designated as primary nursery areas:

(1)

@)

3)

(4)

Q)

(6)
(7)
(8)
©)
(10)

(11)
(12)

North River:

@ Broad Creek - Camden County - Entire stream;
(b) Deep Creek - Currituck County - Entire stream;
(c) Lutz Creek - Currituck County - Entire stream.
Alligator River:

@ East Lake - Dare County - Inland waters portion;

(b) Little Alligator River - Tyrrell County - Entire stream.

Currituck Sound:

@ Martin Point Creek - Dare County - Entire stream (Jean Guite Creek);

(b) Tull Creek and Bay - Currituck County - Tull Bay to mouth of Northwest River; Tull
Creek from mouth upstream to SR 1222 bridge.

Pamlico River:

(@) Duck Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(b) Bath Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(c) Mixons Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(d) Porter Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(e Tooleys Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(j)] Jacobs Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(9) Jacks Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(h) Bond Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(M Muddy Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

()] Strawhorn Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

(K) South Prong Wright Creek - Beaufort County - Entire stream;

() Jordan Creek - Beaufort County - Entire-stream- stream;

(m) Eastham Creek - Pamlico County - Entire stream.

Neuse River:

@ Slocum Creek - Craven County - Entire stream;

(b) Hancock Creek - Craven County - Entire-stream- stream;

(c) Core Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(d) Pinetree Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(e) Green’s Thorofare — Craven County — Entire stream;

(f) Grinnel Creek — Pitt and Craven Counties — Entire stream;

(a) Little Swift Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(h) Turkey Quarter Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(i) Village Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(1) Taylor Creek — Craven County — Entire stream;

(k) Unnamed Tributary (Kidney Creek) — Craven County — Entire stream (35° 18.014'N —
77° 17.407'W);

()] Unnamed Tributary — Craven County — Entire Stream (35° 15.464'N — 77° 13.681'W);
(m) Unnamed Tributary (The Gut) — Craven County — Entire stream (35° 11.219'N — 77°

6.660'W).
New River:
@ French Creek - Onslow County - Entire stream;

(b) New River - Onslow County - US Highway 17 bridge to NC 24/US 258 bridge.

Roanoke River: Halifax and Northampton counties - US 258 bridge to Roanoke Rapids dam.
Tar-Pamlico River: Nash, Edgecombe, Pitt and Beaufort counties - N&S railroad at Washington
upstream to Rocky Mount Mills Dam.

Neuse River: Wake, Johnston, Wayne, Lenoir, Pitt and Craven counties - Pitchkettle Creek
upstream to Milburnie Dam.

Cape Fear River: Chatham, Lee, Harnett, Cumberland and Bladen counties - Lock and Dam No. 1
upstream to Buckhorn Dam.

(@) Smith Creek — New Hanover County — Entire stream.

Albemarle Sound: Peter Mashoes Creek — Dare County — Entire Stream.

Croatan Sound: Spencer Creek — Dare County — Entire Stream.
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(13)

(14)

History Note:

White Oak River: Onslow and Jones counties — Grants Creek upstream to Gibson Bridge Road
(SR 1118).
Northeast Cape Fear River: Pender County — NC 210 bridge upstream to NC 53 bridge.

Authority G.S. 113-132; 113-134;

Eff. August 1, 1990;
Amended Eff. May 1, 2008; November 1, 2007; August 1, 2004; July 1, 2000; July 1, 1993.
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15A NCAC 10E .0104 USE OF AREAS REGULATED

(@) No person shall leave any vehicle, boat trailer or other obstruction on any public fishing or boating access area
in such a location, position or condition that it will prevent or impede the use by other persons of any ramp or other
facility constructed for the purpose of launching or landing boats or fishing. No person shall leave parked any
vehicle, boat, boat trailer or other object at any place on any public fishing or boating access area other than on such
place or zone as is designated as an authorized parking zone and posted or marked as such.

(b) No person shall possess a loaded firearm on any public fishing or boating access area- area, except that a
handgun may be carried concealed by an individual with a valid concealed handgun permit. The individual carrying
a concealed handgun must adhere to the requirements set forth in North Carolina G.S. 14-415.11, even if the state
issuing the concealed handgun permit is not North Carolina. No person shall operate a vehicle on any public fishing
or boating access area in a manner so as to endanger life or property.

(c) No person, when using any public fishing or boating access area, shall deposit any debris or refuse anywhere on
the grounds of the area. No person, when using any public fishing or boating access area, shall do any act which is
prohibited or neglect to do any act which is required by signs or markings placed on such area under authority of this
Rule for the purpose of regulating the use of the area. At any time when all designated parking zones on any public
fishing or boating access area are fully occupied, any person may enter and use such facilities, provided such person
makes other arrangements for parking and violates none of the provisions of this Rule or the signs or markings made
or posted pursuant hereto.

(d) No person shall operate a motorboat in the public waters of North Carolina within 50 yards of a Commission-
owned or managed boat launching ramp at greater than "no wake" speed. For the purpose of this Rule, "no wake"
speed shall mean idling speed or a slow speed creating no appreciable wake.

(e) Except where facilities are provided, it is unlawful to use any boating access area for purposes other than the
launching of boats and parking vehicles and boat trailers. All other uses—including swimming, skiing, camping,
building fires, operating concessions or other activities not directly involved with launching of boats—are
prohibited, except that those activities including fish weigh-ins and for which a permit has been issued may be
conducted, provided that the permit authorizing such activity is available for inspection by wildlife enforcement
officers at the time the activity is taking place.

(f) Except where facilities are provided and approved uses are posted, it is unlawful to use any public fishing area
for purposes other than fishing. All prohibited uses and activities shall be posted including possession of loaded
firearms; firearms (except as allowed in paragraph b), swimming, launching or mooring jet skis or boats, skiing,

waters:

(@) Itis unlawful to feed or release animals or birds, domesticated animals and feral animals on public fishing or
boating access areas without prior written authorization of the Wildlife Resources Commission. For the purpose of
enforcing this Paragraph, "domesticated animals” does not include pets under the control of the owner and raptors or
hunting dogs where otherwise permitted for hunting or training purposes.

History Note:  Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-264; 75A-14;
Eff. February 1, 1976;
Amended Eff. August 1, 2010; May 1, 2009; July 1, 1995; February 1, 1994; September 1, 1992;
July 1, 1991.
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EXHIBIT E

July 7, 2011

POTENTIAL LAND ACQUISITION PROJECTS

ITEM | PROJECT EST. VALUE ACRES | OWNER | COUNTY FUNDING SOURCES
Tillery Game Land

1 FIA-Daniel Whitaker tract NA-Donation 7 | Private Halifax NA-Donation
TOTALS NA-Donation 7




North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
Land Acquisition Investigation Form
Date: 04/26/2011
Tract Name: FIA — Daniel Whitaker West
Acreage: 7+/- acres
County: Halifax County
Advertised Purchase Amount: NA- Donation
Based on Appraisal: ____ Yes X__ No

Contact: John M. Crump, Michael D. Neal & Associates, Inc. — Land Manager for Forest
Investment Associates (FIA)

Address: 754 NC 11 North Phone: (252) 398-1470 — Office
Ahoskie, NC 27910 (252) 209-7005 — Cell

Email: johncl@mdneal.com

Status: __X__High Interest Moderate Interest Low Interest No Interest

Grant Potential: NHTF CWMTF DU MARSH
X__ Other (explain) : The National Wild Turkey Federation and the NC
Wildlife Habitat Foundation have agreed to fund this acquisition.

Resources Assessment (Brief): This 7 acre tract sits directly adjacent to the “Longleaf Tract” of
Tillery Game Lands. The “Longleaf Tract” is part of the IP/TNC acquisition from 2007 and was
primarily funded by a grant from the NC Natural Heritage Trust Fund with the condition that a
majority of this 800 acre tract be restored to a functional longleaf forest type. The “Longleaf
Tract” tract contains a small remnant longleaf forest, currently under restoration, and an in-tact
herbaceous understory that is consistent with longleaf forest types typical of the region.

Prescribed fire will be the main tool used to manage these forests before, during and after the
process of longleaf forest restoration. This 7 acre tract is important in maintaining an
undeveloped buffer between theses managed forest areas and developing adjacent private land to
ensure that we can continue to use prescribed fire as our main management tool. Currently, this 7
acre tract is 18 year old, un-thinned loblolly pine plantation. It was previously owned by
International Paper prior to FIA acquisition in 2006.

Access Assessment: Access is excellent. This tract fronts on Mary Chapel Road (SR1117) and
an interior existing game land trail.

Game Lands Program Potential: __X__ Yes - addition to Tillery Game Land
Recommendation: _X___ Pursue Acquisition Defer Do not Pursue Acquisition

Map Attached: _ X__ Yes No


mailto:johncl@mdneal.com
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EXHIBIT F-1

July 7, 2011

Exhibit F-1 is the Mourning Dove, White-winged Dove, and Banded-tailed
Pigeon 2011 Population Status report, which is sent to WRC by the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service annually in mid- to late June. To date, this report
has not been received. This report will be in exhibit packets at the July 7,
2011 WRC meeting.



EXHIBIT F-2
July 7, 2011

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

American Woodcock
Population Status 2011




Suggested report citation:
Cooper, T.R., and K. Parker. 2011. American woodcock population status, 2011. U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Laurel, Maryland. 17 pp.

All Division of Migratory Bird Management reports are available at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/NewsPublicationsReports.html

The cover photo is by Brett Pikula.



AMERICAN WOODCOCK POPULATION STATUS, 2011

THOMAS R. COOPER, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Migratory Bird Management, 5600
American Blvd. West, Suite 950, Bloomington, MN 55437-1458

KERI PARKER, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Migratory Bird Management, Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center, 11510 American Holly Dr., Laurel, MD 20708-4002

Abstract: Singing-ground Survey data for 2011 indicate that indices for singing American woodcock (Scolopax minor)
males in the Eastern and Central Management Regions are not significantly different from 2010. There was no
significant 10-year trend for woodcock heard in the Eastern or Central Management Regions during 2001-11. This
marks the eighth consecutive year that the 10-year trend estimate was not significant in the Eastern Region, while the
10-year trend in the Central Management Region returns to non-significance after being negative last year. Both
regions have a long-term (1968-11) declining trend of -1.0% per year. The 2010 recruitment index for the U.S. portion
of the Eastern Region (1.5 immatures per adult female) was 1.2% greater than the 2009 index and 10.2% below the
long-term regional index, while the recruitment index for the U.S. portion of the Central Region (1.6 immatures per
adult female) was 30.2% higher than the 2009 index and was 2.1% lower than the long-term regional index. Estimates
from the Harvest Information Program indicated that U.S. woodcock hunters in the Eastern Region spent 146,700 days
afield and harvested 99,800 woodcock during the 2010-11 season, while in the Central Region, hunters spent 392,400

days afield and harvested 233,100 woodcock.

INTRODUCTION

The American woodcock is a popular game bird
throughout eastern North America. The management
objective of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
is to increase populations of woodcock to levels
consistent with the demands of consumptive and non-
consumptive users (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1990). Reliable annual population estimates, harvest
estimates, and information on recruitment and
distribution are essential for comprehensive woodcock
management. Unfortunately, this information is
difficult and often impractical to obtain. Woodcock are
difficult to find and count because of their cryptic
coloration, small size, and preference for areas with
dense vegetation. The Singing-ground Survey (SGS)
was developed to provide indices to changes in
abundance. n The Wing-collection Survey (WCS)
provides annual indices of woodcock recruitment. The
Harvest Information Program (HIP) utilizes a sampling
frame of woodcock hunters to estimate harvest and
days spent afield.

This report summarizes the results of these surveys
and presents an assessment of the population status of
woodcock as of early June 2011. The report is intended
to assist managers in regulating the sport harvest of
woodcock and to draw attention to areas where
management actions are needed. Historical woodcock
hunting regulations are summarized in Appendix A.

The primary purpose of this report is to facilitate
the prompt distribution of timely information.
Results are preliminary and may change with the
inclusion of additional data.

METHODS

Woodcock Management Regions

Woodcock are managed on the basis of two
regions or populations, Eastern and Central, as
recommended by Owen et al. (1977; Fig. 1). Coon et
al. (1977) reviewed the concept of management units
for woodcock and recommended the current
configuration over several alternatives. This
configuration was biologically justified because
analysis of band recovery data indicated that there was
little crossover between the regions (Krohn et al. 1974,
Martin et al. 1969).  Furthermore, the boundary
between the two regions conforms to the boundary
between the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways. The
results of the Wing-collection and Singing-ground
surveys, as well as the Harvest Information Program,
are reported by state or province, and management
region. Although state and province level results are
included in this report, analyses are designed to support
management decisions made at the management region
scale.

Singing-ground Survey

The Singing-ground Survey was developed to
exploit the conspicuous courtship display of the male
woodcock. Early studies demonstrated that counts of
singing males provide indices to woodcock populations
and could be used to monitor annual changes (Mendall
and Aldous 1943, Goudy 1960, Duke 1966, and
Whitcomb 1974). Before 1968, counts were conducted
on non-randomly-located routes. Beginning in 1968,
routes were relocated along lightly-traveled secondary
roads in the center of randomly-chosen 10-minute
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Fig. 1. Woodcock management regions, breeding range, and
Singing-ground Survey coverage.

degree blocks within each state and province in the
central and northern portions of the woodcock’s
breeding range (Fig. 1). Data collected prior to 1968
are not included in this report.

Each route was 3.6 miles (5.4 km) long and
consisted of 10 listening points. The routes were
surveyed shortly after sunset by an observer who drove
to each of the 10 stops and recorded the number of
woodcock heard peenting (the vocalization by
displaying male woodcock on the ground). Acceptable
dates for conducting the survey were assigned by
latitude to coincide with peaks in courtship behavior of
local woodcock. In most states, the peak of courtship
activity (including local woodcock and woodcock still
migrating) occurred earlier in the spring and local
reproduction may have already been underway when
the survey was conducted. However, it was necessary
to conduct the survey during the designated survey
dates in order to minimize the counting of migrating
woodcock. Because adverse weather conditions may
affect courtship behavior and/or the ability of observers
to hear woodcock, surveys were only conducted when
wind, precipitation, and temperature conditions were
within prescribed limits.

The survey consists of about 1,500 routes. In order
to avoid expending unnecessary resources and funds,
approximately one half of these routes are surveyed
each year. The remaining routes are carried as
“constant zero” routes. Routes for which no woodcock
are heard for 2 consecutive years enter this constant
zero status and are not run for the next 5 years. If
woodcock are heard on a constant zero route when it is
next run, the route reverts to normal status and is run
again each year. Data from constant zero routes are
included in the analysis only for the years they were
actually surveyed. Sauer and Bortner (1991) reviewed

the implementation and analysis of the Singing-ground
Survey in more detail.

Trends were estimated using a hierarchical model.
Sauer et al. (2008) describe a hierarchical log-linear
model for estimation of population change from SGS
data. In practice, the hierarchical modeling approach
provides trend and annual index values that are
generally comparable to the estimates provided by the
previously used route regression approach (see Link
and Sauer 1994 for more information on the route
regression approach). The hierarchical model,
however, has a more rigorous and realistic theoretical
basis than the weightings used in the route regression
approach, and the indices and trends are directly
comparable as trends are calculated directly from the
indices.

With the hierarchical model, the log of the
expected value of the counts is modeled as a linear
combination of strata-specific intercepts and year
effects, a random effect for each unique combination of
route and observer, a start-up effect on the route for
first year counts of new observers, and overdispersion.
In the hierarchical model, the parameters of interest are
treated as random and are assumed to follow
distributions that are governed by additional
parameters.  The hierarchical model is fit using
Bayesian methods. Markov-chain Monte Carlo
methods are used to iteratively produce sequences of
parameter estimates which can be used to describe the
distribution of the parameters of interest. After an
initial “burn-in” period, means, medians, and credible
(or Bayesian confidence) intervals for the parameters
can be estimated from the replicates. Annual indices
are defined as exponentiated year effects, and trends
are defined as ratios of the year effects at the start and
end of the interval of interest, taken to the appropriate
power to estimate a yearly change (Sauer et al. 2008).
Trend estimates are expressed as percent change per
year, while indices are expressed as the number of
singing males per route.  Annual indices were
calculated for the 2 regions and each state and
province, while short-term (2010-11), 10-year (2001-
11) and long-term (1968-2011) trends were evaluated
for each region as well as for each state or province.

Credible Intervals (CI) are used to describe
uncertainty around the estimates when fitting
hierarchical models using Bayesian methods. If the CI
does not overlap 0 for a trend estimate, the trend is
considered significant. We present the median and 95"
percentile credible intervals of 10,000 estimates (i.c.,
we simulated 10,000 replicates and thinned by 2),
which were calculated after an initial 20,000 iterations
to allow the series to converge. Refer to Sauer et al.
2008) and Link and Sauer (2002) for a detailed
description of the statistical model and fitting process.
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Fig. 2. Short-term trends in the number of American woodcock heard on the Singing-ground Survey, 2010-2011, as determined
by the hierarchical modeling method. A significant trend (S) does not include zero in the 95% credible interval, while a non-
significant (NS) trend does include zero. Note, no state or province had a significant short-term trend this year.
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Fig. 3. Long-term trends in the number of American woodcock heard on the Singing-ground Survey, 1968-2011, as determined
by the hierarchical modeling method. A significant trend (S) does not include zero in the 95% credible interval, while a non-
significant (NS) trend does include zero. Note, no state or province had a significant long-term increase.



The reported sample sizes are the number of routes
on which trend estimates are based, which includes any
route on which woodcock were ever encountered.
Each route was to be surveyed during the peak time of
daily singing activity. For editing purposes,
“acceptable” times were between 22 and 58 minutes
after sunset (or, between 15 and 51 minutes after sunset
on overcast evenings). Due to observer error, some
stops on some routes were surveyed before or after the
peak times of singing activity.  Earlier analysis
revealed that routes with 8 or fewer acceptable stops
tended to be biased low. Therefore, only route
observations with at least 9 acceptable stops were
included in the analysis. Routes for which data were
received after 8 June 2011 were not included in this
analysis but will be included in future trend estimates.

Harvest Information Program

The Harvest Information Program (HIP) was
cooperatively developed by the FWS and state wildlife
agencies to provide reliable annual estimates of hunter
activity and harvest for all migratory game birds (Elden
et al. 2002). In the past, the annual FWS migratory
bird harvest survey (Mail Questionnaire Survey) was
based on a sampling frame that consisted solely of
hunters who purchased a federal duck stamp. However,
people that hunt only non-waterfowl species such as
woodcock and doves were not required to purchase a
duck stamp, and therefore were not included in that
sampling frame. The HIP sampling frame consists of
all migratory game bird hunters, thus providing more
reliable estimates of woodcock hunter numbers and
harvest than we have had in the past. Under this
program, state wildlife agencies collect the name,
address, and additional information from each
migratory bird hunter in their state, and send that
information to the FWS. The FWS then selects
random samples of those hunters and asks them to
voluntarily provide detailed information about their
hunting activity. For example, hunters selected for the
woodcock harvest survey are asked to complete a daily
diary about their woodcock hunting and harvest during
the current year’s hunting season. Their responses are
then used to develop nationwide woodcock harvest
estimates. HIP survey estimates of woodcock harvest
have been available for woodcock since 1999.
Although estimates from 1999-2002 have been
finalized, the estimates from 2003-10 should be
considered preliminary as refinements are still being
made in the sampling frame and estimation techniques.
Canadian hunter and harvest estimates, which were
obtained through the Canadian National Harvest
Survey Program, are presented in Appendix B
(Gendron and Collins 2009).

Wing-collection Survey

The primary objective of the Wing-collection
Survey is to provide data on the reproductive success
of woodcock. The survey is administered as a
cooperative effort between woodcock hunters, the
FWS, and state wildlife agencies. Participants in the
2010 survey included hunters who either: (1)
participated in past surveys; (2) were a subset of
hunters that indicated on the Harvest Information
Program Survey that they hunted woodcock, or (3)
contacted the FWS to volunteer to be included in the
survey. Wing-collection Survey participants were
provided with prepaid mailing envelopes and asked to
submit one wing from each woodcock they bagged.
Hunters were asked to record the date of the hunt and
the state and county where the bird was shot. Hunters
were not asked to submit envelopes for unsuccessful
hunts. The age and gender of birds were determined by
examining plumage characteristics (Martin 1964, Sepik
1994) during the annual woodcock wingbee conducted
by state, federal, and private biologists.

The ratio of immature birds per adult female in the
harvest provides an index to recruitment of young into
the population. The 2010 recruitment index for each
state with > 125 submitted wings was calculated as the
number of immatures per adult female. The regional
indices for 2010 were weighted by the relative
contribution of each state to the cumulative number of
adult female and immature wings received during
1963-20009.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Singing-ground Survey

Data for 792 routes were submitted by 8 June 2011
(Table 1). Due to adverse weather (cool temperatures
and precipitation) this spring, a 5-day survey extension
was granted for routes in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Vermont, Minnesota, and all Canadian
provinces except Ontario. Short-term, 10-year, and
long-term (1968-2011) trends were estimated using
data from 722 routes in the Eastern Region and 712
routes in the Central Region. Short-term analysis
indicated that the number of woodcock heard
displaying during the 2011 Singing-ground Survey was
not significantly different from last year for both
Management Regions (Table 1, Fig. 2). Trends for
individual states and provinces are reported in Table 1.
Consistency in route coverage over time is a critical
component of precision in estimation of population
change. Low precision of 2-year change estimates
reflect the low numbers of routes surveyed by the same
observer in both years. Ensuring that observers
participate for several years on the same route would
greatly enhance the quality of the results.



The 10-year trends (2001-2011) were not
significant for either Management Region (Table 1).
This marks the eighth straight year the Eastern Region
trend has remained stable. The 10-year trend for the
Central Region returned to non-significance after
indicating a significant decline last year.

There are significant long-term (1968-2011)
declines in the breeding population throughout many
states and provinces in the Eastern and Central Regions
(Table 1, Fig. 3). The long-term trend estimates,
rounded to the nearest percent, were the same (-1.0%/
year) for both management regions.

In the Eastern Region, the 2011 index was 2.7
singing-males per route, which was the same as the
2010 index of 2.7 (Fig. 4). In the Central Region, the
2011 index was 2.8 singing-males per route, which was
slightly higher than the 2010 index of 2.7 singing-
males per route (Fig. 4). Annual indices (1968-2011)
by state, province, or region are available in Table 2.
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Fig. 4. Annual indices of the number of woodcock heard
during the Singing-ground Survey, 1968-2011 as estimated
using hierarchical modeling. The dashed lines represent the
95" percentile credible interval.

Wing-collection Survey

A total of 1,354 woodcock hunters (Table 3) from
states with woodcock seasons sent in a total of 14,027
usable woodcock wings for the 2010 Wing-collection
Survey (Table 4).

The 2010 recruitment index in the U.S. portion of
the Eastern Region (1.5 immatures per adult female)
was 1.2% greater than the 2009 index (1.5), and 10.2%
lower than the long-term (1963-09) regional average

(Table 4, Fig 5). In the Central Region, the 2010
recruitment index (1.6 immatures per adult female) was
30.2% greater than the 2009 index (1.2) and was 2.1%
lower than the long-term regional average (Table 4,
Fig 5). Percent change for all comparisons was
calculated using unrounded recruitment indices.
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Fig. 5. Weighted annual indices of recruitment (U.S.), 1963-
2010. The dashed line is the 1963-2009 average.

Harvest Information Program

Estimates of woodcock harvest, number of active
hunters, days afield, and seasonal hunting success from
the 2010-11 HIP survey are provided in Table 5. In the
Eastern Management Region, woodcock hunters spent
approximately 146,700 days afield (Figure 6) and
harvested 99,800 birds (Figure 7) during the 2010-11
hunting season. Harvest in 2010 was 13.6% greater
than the long-term (1999-2010) average and 57.7%
greater than last year in the Eastern Region.
Woodcock hunters in the Central Region spent 392,400
days afield (Figure 6) and harvested 233,100 birds
(Figure 7) during the 2010-11 hunting season. Harvest
in 2010 was 2.2% greater than the long-term (1999-
2010) average and 33.1% greater than last year in the
Central Region. Although HIP provides statewide
estimates of woodcock hunter numbers, it is not
possible to develop regional estimates due to the
occurrence of some hunters being registered for HIP in
more than one state. Therefore, regional estimates of
seasonal hunting success rates cannot be determined on
a per hunter basis. All HIP estimates from 1999-2002
are final, while those from 2003-2010 are preliminary.



Data from Canada show a long-term decline in
both the number of successful woodcock hunters and
harvest (Appendix B). The most recent data available
from 2009 indicate that =2,400 successful hunters
harvested = 17,000 woodcock (Appendix B).
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Fig. 6. Harvest Information Program Survey estimates of
days spent afield by U.S. woodcock hunters, 1999-2010. The
dashed line represents the 1999-2010 average and error bars
represent the 95% C.I. of the point estimate.
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represents the 1999-2010 average and error bars represent the
95% C.I. of the point estimate.
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Table 1. Short-term (2010-11), 10-year (2001-2011), and long-term (1968-2011) trends (% change per year®) in the
number of American woodcock heard during the Singing-ground Survey as determined by using the hierarchical
log-linear modeling technique (Sauer et al. 2008).

State, Number

Province, of 2010-2011 2001-2011 1968-2011

or Region routes” n° % change 95% CI % change 95% CI % change 95% CI

CT 5 11 747 2461 108.99 -0.97 -5.14 757 -2.15 -4.18 0.22
DE® 0 3 e mmeeen e 0.40 -4.75 6.99
ME 50 70 493 -1298  28.00 040 -1.57 2.69 -1.01 -1.52 -0.48
MD 25 -5.50  -32.10 17.52 -4.12  -8.07 -1.78 -3.48 -5.12 -2.30
MA 21 -1.98 -28.08 32.25 -1.60  -4.46 1.84 -1.68 -2.75 -0.78
NB 49 69 1.58 -1593 22095 028 -196 2.57 -0.67 -1.52 0.06
NH 15 18 -9.22  -3491 15.50 -0.09  -3.21 2.72 0.14 -0.79 1.05
NJ 11 19 14.97 -2541 130.83 -5.81 -1044 -0.34 -5.56 -6.87 -4.05
NY 71 115 -548 -19.01 9.64 0.13 -1.53 2.18 -1.01 -1.45 -0.51
NS 36 63 -4.79  -22.54 12.77 -0.79  -2.81 1.11 -0.85 -1.46 -0.34
PA 33 77 -10.30  -32.33 10.19 -1.08  -348 1.56 -1.19 -1.98 -0.43
PEI 9 13 2.57 -2485 51.38 -0.73 443 3.71 -0.75 -2.45 0.75
QUE 21 60 3.19 2135 45.84 -0.15 287 3.17 -0.45 -1.53 043
RI 2 3 -10.00 -62.82 122.85 -9.97 -18.10 -2.10 -9.61  -12.89 -7.20
VT 22 23 -3.35 3245  36.81 -0.51 416 3.25 -0.42 -1.41 0.67
VA 12 75 2.18 -29.06  65.21 -433 -7.74 0.59 -5.15 -6.33 -4.14
\AY 23 57 092 -17.85 35.89 -2.12 418 0.90 -2.45 -3.16 -1.61
Eastern 377 722 -0.24 -9.77  11.95 -0.18 -1.22 1.02 -0.88 -1.24 -0.55
IL 32 45 -15.27 -60.01 72.89 -1.62  -949  6.11 1.27 -1.10 3.76
IN 13 60 -16.21  -5449  36.23 -5.26 -11.01 -0.54 -4.40 -5.76 -3.21
MB' 11 28 17.82  -12.63  73.60 1.23 -194 528 -0.18 -1.42 1.29
MI 103 149 12.10 -1.71 28.31 0.39 -1.16 1.99 -0.77 -1.18 -0.35
MN 73 120 -1.99  -16.29 14.33 0.82 -0.88 2.61 0.35 -0.25 1.00
OH 29 72 -1.11  -23.03  27.13 -0.83 -328 243 -1.57 -2.29 -0.86
ON 87 149 6.55 -9.99  26.17 -1.19  -3.12  0.77 -1.08 -1.55 -0.59
WI 67 117 8.52 -8.91 29.90 0.67 -122 277 -0.38 -0.90 0.16
Central 415 712 487 -318 13.36 -0.14 -1.05 0.79 -0.76  -0.99  -0.53
Continent 792 1434 228  -3.99 9.68 -0.16 -0.84 0.59 -0.82 -1.04 -0.61

* Median of route trends estimated used hierarchical modeling. To estimate the total percent change over several
years, use: (100((% change/100)+1)%)-100, where y is the number of years. Note: extrapolating the estimated trend
statistic (% change per year) over time (e.g., 30 years) may exaggerate the total change over the period.

® Total number of routes surveyed in 2011 for which data was received by 8 June, 2011.

¢ Number of routes with at least one year of non-zero data between 1968 and 2011.

4959 credible interval, if the interval overlaps zero, the trend is considered non-significant.

¢ Short-term and 10-year trends not estimated since all routes were in CZ status during 2011.

fManitoba began participating in the Singing-ground Survey in 1992.
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Table 3. The number of U.S. hunters by state that sub