
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

AGENDA 
 

N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION 

WEBINAR MEETING 

September 10, 2020 10:00 am 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Chairman David Hoyle, Jr. 

 

This electronic meeting is being streamed live and recorded as a public record. The 

recording of the meeting will be available at www.ncwildlife.org. 
 

ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS PRESENT – Betsy Haywood, Commission Liaison 

 

MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY – North Carolina General Statute §163A-159(e) mandates 

that the Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of 

interest and appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquires as to 

whether there is any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any 

matters coming before the Commission at this time. It is the duty of each Commissioner who is 

aware of such personal conflict of interest or of an appearance of a conflict, to notify the Chair of 

the same. Chairman David Hoyle 

 

TEMPORARY RULEMAKING 

 

Review Public Comments and Consider Adoption – 15A NCAC 10D .0103 – Review public 

comments received during the open comment period and consider adoption of temporary rulemaking 

for revisions to 15A NCAC 10D .0103 to correct the primitive weapons season dates on Nicholson 

Creek Game Land – Carrie Ruhlman, Rules Coordinator (Exhibits A-1, A-2) 

 

 

COMMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN – Chairman Hoyle 

 

 

COMMENTS BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Executive Director Cameron Ingram 

 

 

ADJOURN

http://www.ncwildlife.org/


EXHIBIT A-1 

September 10, 2020 
 

 
 

 

Public Comments for Temporary Rulemaking Amendments to 

15A NCAC 10D .0103 - Hunting on Game Lands  

 

 

Public Comments Received 
 
I support the temporary rule for Nicholson Creek Game Land. 

 

email 

 
One public hearing was held on August 13, 2020. 



EXHIBIT A-2 

September 10, 2020 
 

 
 

 

Temporary Rulemaking Amendments to 

15A NCAC 10D .0103 - Hunting on Game Lands Recommended by Agency 

for Final Adoption 

 

 
15A NCAC 10D .0103 – Hunting on Game Lands 

 
This Rule is proposed for temporary amendment to correct the primitive weapons season dates 

for deer on Nicholson Creek Game Land.  The primitive weapons season for Nicholson Creek 

Game Land is incorrect in the North Carolina Administrative Code. This temporary amendment 

will correct the season dates for the upcoming primitive weapons deer season, with permanent 

rulemaking to follow.  

 

  



15A NCAC 10D .0103 HUNTING ON GAME LANDS (EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2020) 

(a)  Safety Requirements. No person while hunting on any designated game land shall be under the influence of alcohol 

or any narcotic drug, or fail to comply with restrictions enacted by the National Park Service regarding the use of the 

Blue Ridge Parkway where it adjoins game lands listed in this Rule. 

(b)  Traffic Requirements. No person shall park a vehicle on game lands in such a manner as to block traffic or gates, 

or otherwise prevent vehicles from using any roadway. 

(c)  Tree Stands. It is unlawful to erect or to occupy, for the purpose of hunting, any tree stand or platform attached 

by nails, screws, bolts, or wire to a tree on any game land designated herein. This prohibition does not apply to lag-

screw steps or portable stands that are removed after use with no metal remaining in or attached to the tree. 

(d)  Time and Manner of Taking. Hunting is allowed on game lands only during the open season for game animals 

and game birds, unless hunting is allowed by permit. Individual game lands or parts thereof may be closed to hunting 

or limited to specific dates by this Chapter. Persons shall hunt only with weapons lawful for the open game animal or 

game bird seasons. On managed waterfowl impoundments, persons shall: 

(1) not enter the posted impoundment areas earlier than 4:00 a.m. on the permitted hunting dates; 

(2) not hunt after 1:00 p.m. on such hunting dates; 

(3) not set decoys out prior to 4:00 a.m.; 

(4) remove decoys by 3:00 p.m. each day; and 

(5) not operate any vessel or vehicle powered by an internal combustion engine. 

On designated youth waterfowl days, youths may hunt on managed waterfowl impoundments from ½ hour before 

sunrise to sunset. On designated veterans and military waterfowl days, veterans, as defined in 38 USC 101, and 

members of the Armed Forces on active duty, including members of the National Guard and Reserves on active duty 

other than for training, with valid credentials may hunt on game lands and impoundments not designated as permit-

only areas from ½ hour before sunrise to sunset. Restrictions (1), (3), and (5) in this Paragraph shall apply. On 

waterfowl impoundments that have a posted "Scouting-only Zone," trapping during the trapping season and waterfowl 

hunting on designated waterfowl hunting days are the only activities allowed on the portion of the impoundment 

outside of the posted "Scouting-only Zone." No person shall attempt to obscure the sex or age of any bird or animal 

taken by severing the head or any other part thereof, or possess any bird or animal that has been so mutilated. No 

person shall place, or cause to be placed on any game land, salt, grain, fruit, or other foods without prior written 

authorization of the Commission or its agent. A decision to grant or deny authorization shall be made based on the 

best management practices for the wildlife species in question. No person shall take or attempt to take any game birds 

or game animals attracted to such foods. 

(e)  Definitions: 

(1) For purposes of this Section, "Dove Only Area" refers to a Game Land on which doves may be 

taken and dove hunting is limited to Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Day, and New Year's Days within the federally-announced season. 

(2) For purposes of this Section, "Three Days per Week Area" refers to a Game Land on which any 

game may be taken during the open seasons and hunting is limited to Mondays, Wednesdays, 



Saturdays, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and New Year's Days, except for game lands in this 

Rule that specifically allow hunting on Tuesdays, Thursday, and Fridays. Falconry may also be 

practiced on Sundays. These "open days" also apply to either-sex deer hunting seasons listed under 

each game land. Raccoon and opossum hunting may continue until 7:00 a.m. on Tuesdays, until 

7:00 a.m. on Thursdays, and until midnight on Saturdays. 

(3) For purposes of this Section, "Six Days per Week Area" refers to a Game Land on which any game 

may be taken on the open days of Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 

during the open seasons. 

(f)  Hunting with Dogs on Game Lands. Deer shall not be taken with the use of dogs on game lands in counties or 

parts of counties where taking deer with dogs is prohibited as described in 15A NCAC 10B .0109. 

(g)  The listed seasons and restrictions apply in the following game lands: 

…… 

 (56) Nicholson Creek Game Land in Hoke County 

(A) Three Days per Week Area 

(B) Deer of either sex may be taken with archery equipment on open hunting days from the 

Saturday on or nearest September 10 through the fourth Friday before Thanksgiving Day. 

(C) Deer of either sex may be taken with blackpowder firearms on open hunting days beginning 

the fourth Saturday before Thanksgiving Day through the Wednesday of the second week 

thereafter. 

(D) The Deer With Visible Antlers season consists of the open hunting days from the second 

Saturday before Thanksgiving Day through the third Saturday after Thanksgiving Day. 

(E) Deer of either sex may be taken the first open day of the applicable Deer With Visible 

Antlers Season. 

(F) The use of dogs for hunting deer is prohibited. 

(G) Wild turkey hunting is by permit only. 

(H) On Lake Upchurch, the following activities are prohibited: 

(i) Operating any vessel or vehicle powered by an internal combustion engine; and 

(ii) Swimming. 

(I) Target shooting is prohibited. 

…… 

 (h)  On permitted type hunts, deer of either sex may be taken on the hunt dates indicated on the permit. Completed 

applications shall be received by the Commission not later than the first day of September next preceding the dates of 

hunt. Permits shall be issued by random computer selection, shall be mailed to the permittees prior to the hunt, and 

are nontransferable. A hunter making a kill shall validate the kill and report the kill to a wildlife cooperator agent or 

by phone. 

(i)  The following game lands and refuges are closed to all hunting except to those individuals who have obtained a 

valid and current permit from the Wildlife Resources Commission: 



(1) Bertie, Halifax and Martin counties—Roanoke River Wetlands; 

(2) Bertie County—Roanoke River National Wildlife Refuge; 

(3) Bladen County—Suggs Mill Pond Game Lands; 

(4) Burke County—John's River Waterfowl Refuge; 

(5) Dare County—Dare Game Lands (Those parts of bombing range posted against hunting); 

(6) Dare County—Roanoke Sound Marshes Game Lands; and 

(7) Henderson and Transylvania counties—DuPont State Forest Game Lands. 

(j)  Access to Hunting Creek Swamp Waterfowl Refuge in Davie County requires written permission from the 

Commission. Written permission may be granted only when entry onto the Waterfowl Refuge will not compromise 

the primary purpose for establishing the Waterfowl Refuge and the person requesting entry can demonstrate a valid 

need or the person is a contractor or agent of the Commission conducting official business. "Valid need" includes 

issues of access to private property, scientific investigations, surveys, or other access to conduct activities in the public 

interest. 

(k)  Feral swine may be taken by licensed hunters during the open season for any game animal or game bird using any 

legal manner of take allowed during those seasons. Dogs may not be used to hunt feral swine except on game lands 

that allow the use of dogs for hunting deer or bear, and during the applicable deer or bear season. 

(l)  Youth Waterfowl Day. On the day declared by the Commission to be Youth Waterfowl Day, youths may hunt on 

any game land and on any impoundment without a special hunt permit, including permit-only areas, except where 

prohibited in Paragraph (h) of this Rule. 

(m)  Veterans and Military Waterfowl Days. On the day declared by the Commission to be Veterans and Military 

Waterfowl Days, veterans, as defined in 38 USC 101, and members of the Armed Forces on active duty, including 

members of the National Guard and Reserves on active duty other than for training, with valid credentials may hunt 

on game lands and impoundments not designated as permit-only areas. 

(n)  Permit Hunt Opportunities for Disabled Sportsmen. The Commission may designate special hunts for participants 

of the disabled sportsman program by permit. The Commission may schedule these permit hunts during the closed 

season. Hunt dates and species to be taken shall be identified on each permit. If the hunt has a limited weapon choice, 

the allowed weapons shall be stated on each permit. 

(o)  As used in this Rule, horseback riding includes all equine species. 

(p)  When waterfowl hunting is authorized in this Rule on Christmas and New Years' Day and those days fall on 

Sundays, the open waterfowl hunting day shall be the following day. 
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