
 

 

Small Game & Wild Turkey Committee 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 26, 2020 
 10:30 – 11:45 am 

 
Commission Room 

Centennial Campus, Raleigh 
 
 
 

Welcome/Open Meeting       John Stone 
 
 Game Lands Quail Mgmt. Area Update    Chris Jordan 

 Private Lands Quail Mgmt. Area Update    Brad Howard 

 Wildlife Conservation Lands Program    Brad Howard 

 Pisgah/Nantahala Forest Plan Revision Update   Chris Kreh 

 
Additional Topics        John Stone 
 
Adjourn 



GAME LAND 

QUALITY QUAIL MANAGEMENT AREA

Chris Jordan

Game Lands and Forest Resources Manager



• To increase abundance 
of bobwhite quail on a 
Game Land to provide 
high-quality hunting 
opportunities  

Goal



• Quail population 
density of 1 quail/acre  

Objective



• 1 quail/acre

• Hunter satisfaction –“Excellent”

• Hunters can expect  to find a  
covey every 1 – 1.5 hours 

• This is achievable with intensive 

habitat management in rural 

landscape in eastern North 

Carolina 

High-Quality Quail Hunting



Next Steps 
(from October meeting)

• At Select Game Lands

• Evaluate Current Management

• Evaluate Manageable Acres

• Provide Options in February







Game Land Acres Managed Acres

Chowan Swamp 22,738 6,434

Upper Roanoke River 10,252 2,058

Suggs Mill Pond 11,059 2,866

Tillery 5,216 4,274



Current 
Management

• Early Successional 
Habitat



Current 
Management
• Early Successional Habitat

• Longleaf and Loblolly Pine

• Thin Pine Stands (when 
merchantable)

• Spray for shade-
tolerant hardwoods

• Burn: 4-year rotation

• Convert Loblolly to LL

• Establish native ground 

• Treat 25% of stands/yr

• Quail abundance 1 
bird/15 acres



• Production of 1 bird/15 acres can be 
increased:

• Convert forests to grass/shrub 

• Intensive logging and site 
prep. needed  

• 95% less trees per acre

• Establishment of native 
grass to carry fire

Plantation Quail Management



Management Limitations

Operability of Soils
• 3-6 month

window

• No management in 

very wet years



Management Limitations

• Grass/Shrub 

(OpenField) 

Development 

Restrictions
• Dedicated areas

• Longleaf restoration

• Cost and manpower



• 1 quail/acre

• Hunter satisfaction  - “Excellent”

• 1 quail / 2 acres

• Hunter satisfaction – “Good”

• 1 quail / 5 acres 

• Hunter satisfaction – “Poor to Fair”

• 1 quail / 10 acres 

• Very little quail hunting occurs

High-Quality Quail Hunting



Options

1.Manage in a Forested Landscape

• 1 quail / 15 acres

2.Identify and Pursue New Property



Option #2

Pursue New 

Property 
• 5,000 acres

• $5,000/acre

• $25 million    



Questions



Wildlife Conservation Land Program



Back to the Beginning, 

Spring 2000



Back to the Beginning, 

Spring 2000

• Property Tax Laws created a disincentive 

to manage for wildlife habitat.

• David Sawyer dubbed this the “quail tax”

• We even had a landowner kicked out of 

the PUV program for participating in 

CURE!



A Decade of Trying!

• Tried to simply get Wildlife into Present Use 

Value (PUV), didn’t happen.

• Tried to write a bill that would allow a tax credit 

to offset the cost to counties, didn’t happen.

• Finally in 2008!



Success!!

Legislation, signed into law in 2008 
that:

• recognizes wildlife conservation 
land as a special class of 
property that must be assessed 
at a reduced value

• Is administered by NCWRC
– Incorporates priorities from the NC 

Wildlife Action Plan



Program Structure

• Modeled after the Present 
Use Value programs, but 
NOT one of them

• Tax evaluation at 
agricultural PUV rate

• Carries the same penalties 
as PUV programs



Ownership

• Property ownership of ≥5yrs 
prior to WCLP application 

• Property must be owned by 
individual, family business, or 
family trust 
– No publicly traded corporations

• WCLP transfers with property 
if new owner files application 
with county within 60 days of 
land transfer



Acreage & Management

• Qualifying acreage 20-

100 contiguous acres

– 100 max in a county

• Land managed for WCLP 

purposes for ≥3yrs prior 

to application or it must 

be enrolled in one of the 

PUV programs

• Signed agreement and 

map.



Original Qualification Criteria

1. Protect a Priority Species (i.e. endangered, 

threatened or special concern)

2. Conserve a Priority Habitat

– Early Successional

– Stream & Riparian

– Rock Outcrop

– Longleaf Pine

– Small Wetland Community

– Bat Caves



Wildlife Conservation Land Program

Signed WHCAs by County through 2018

2009 – 2018

• 160 Signed Agreements

• 7962 Total Qualifying 

Acres

• 42.6% of total Parcel Acres
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2019, a new option!
• 3. Create and actively and regularly use as a reserve for hunting, fishing, shooting, wildlife  

observation, or wildlife activities, provided that the land is inspected by a certified wildlife 

biologist at least quintennially to ensure that at least three of the seven activities listed in this 

sub-sub-subdivision are maintained to propagate a sustaining breeding, migrating, or 

wintering population of indigenous wild animals for human use, including food, medicine, 

or recreation. The Commission shall adopt rules needed to administer the inspection 

requirements of and activities mandated by this sub-sub-subdivision. 

I. Supplemental food. 

II. Supplemental water. 

III. Supplemental shelter. 

IV. Habitat control. 

V. Erosion control. 

VI. Predator control. 

VII. Census of animal population on the land. 



Other Significant Changes

1. Increased the maximum acres to 800 for 

the new criteria! (total 900, if they include 

another 100 on or both of the other

criteria).

2. Removed the prior use clause for the new 

criteria.



In 2019 with the new Criteria,  32 WHCA’s signed
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Qualification Type Acres

Early Successional 46 

Rock Outcrop 207

Stream & Riparian Habitat 348

Wildlife Reserve Land 1049
TOTAL = 1649



Wildlife Conservation Land Program

Signed WHCAs by County through 2019
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63.91 Acres

Henderson

Rock Outcrop Habitat and 

Stream & Riparian Habitat



Alamance

Wildlife Reserve Land



52 Acres enrolled

Moore County

Wildlife Reserve Land



Summary

1. Interest in the Program is high.

2. Excellent opportunity to provide an 

economic incentive to landowners for 

managing their property to benefit wildlife.

3. We are interacting with a citizen base 

across the spectrum (not just traditional 

constituents).
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