Appendix B Media Examples

APPENDIX B.
MEDIA EXAMPLES

The following documents are examples of some of the media coverage generated about
the Wildlife Action Plan and the State Wildlife Grants Program in North Carolina.

e FIRST AMONG equals — Article in Wildlife in North Carolina magazine, February 2004.

* Federal Grants Directly Benefit North Carolina’s Wildlife — Commission press release
that generated more than 12 articles in the news media across North Carolina, May 2004.

* N.C. Develops Wildlife Plan — Write-up in North Carolina Sea Grant Coastwatch magazine,
High Season (July) 2004.

* More Federal Dollars Wanted For Wildlife Diversity — ‘Back porch’ note in Wildlife in
North Carolina magazine, August 2004.
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CERTAIN ANIMALS STAND TO.GAIN FROM NEW FEDERAL—‘_
TFUNDING WHEN THE WILDLIFE COMMISSION PRIDRI_:!‘TEE

& b

NORTH CﬁRO[:"I:UAJS MOST VULNERABLE SPECIES.
[ ]

written by .ﬂ'ﬁ:rgurc[ Munciil'
4 ]

ou probably laven't seen a Southern hognose snake. They'd never scare the
~ daylights gut of yuu,t:friﬁed across your front porch rail or slithering away
your :umpqr;i: heap. They stay underground, mostly, digging for Iifan;ls '
04 ds with ag.mdeanng. wpturmed nose for a shovel. Nor much is known'
et malﬂ exgept that it is highly adapted to a shrinking habitat type,
s fores numbers seem to be declining along with the Imgleaf-‘puﬂe
out a species in de:llnz canthwart protection measures
pears. Jeff Beane, a herpetuﬂght at the N.C. State Museum
i eapointuf:tnﬂym enfthem-tgﬁ)east s
e Southern hognose could slip through the cracks
pnm to advocate successfully for its }lﬁls_pn inzo01
species, indicating a need for further study.
H!xnrint call from the N.C. Wildlife mmﬂmrmman
: a5 an expert on a Species. Revumﬁnmw for state
thupn tht state’

joined the list.
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Whar possible difference
could CWCP status make toa
Southern hognose snake pur-
suing toads along a sand ridge!
Mavbe all the difference, said
Salinda Daley, the nongame
bicdogist in charge of crafting
the plan. The federal govern-
ment wants to provide a safery
net of sorts for the snake and
mare than 300 other species
that recetved priority status
because of documented pop-
ulation declines, degradation
of knemn habitar or lack of
dara abour their condition,
When complered, the plan
will outline habirar ressoration
and progection measures fo pre-
serve entire communities that
support the priority species.

Torreach that point, though,
Dialey has had ro grapple with
vague guidelines, a stable of
stakeholders, mulriple daca-
brases and a dense stew of field
dhata and biologises’ best judg-
menis. The final document will

WHICH WILL FILTER THROUGH EXISTING

'I'D PIIUHTLZE STMTEEIE FOR NDITH EARU‘LIH#"&
M NS co _

survey of at -risk species that
happened w be in the path of
aproject. The CWCP should
help nongame research respend
more to needs that aree from
the matural world. Alchoush the
scope of the plan is limived 1o
verrehrates and & few macmo-
imvertebrares—cravhish, snails
and mussels— planners reason
that the end resule will benefic
whole communities of organisms.
The Alering process buile
into the CWCEP is designed 1o
encournge the sometimes frac-
tured Conservation commumity
o itvest in a single plan thar
conld achieve habitar restoration
in key arcas while there”s srill
time. In October, Draley gathered
together staff from six groups
that produce environmental
darn relevant to the plan. Harris
encournged the assembled con-
servationists o find ways o
forge their multiple visions o
a single plan with seatewide legit-
imacy. “I'm comvinced that this

guide funding, and therefore is the direction we need to goin,"
affiece poliey, for conservation b sanied, Wi will v the infor-
serategics thar could make or mation to predictably influence
break the survival of some [natural| communities. That's
species into the next century, the level we need ro be working
Federal funds for nongame at, and that’s more than one
research are parceled out agency can accomplish. This
annually to the states through [planning process] is good in that
Stare Wildlife Grangs. The leg- we're forced into partnerships
istarion thar creared this fund- with our diverse intereses, We
ing source is widely regarded must make a sensible, compre-
s a warered -down version of hensive plan—a plan thar will
the Conservation and Rein- s wmen s iA0ence what wildlife commu-
vestment Act (CARA), a bill Species of concern to state conservationists are the starting point of the nities will look like for decades.”
that passed the LS House of Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan, which will qualify the state for fed- There are many more groups
Representatives in 2001 bur eral funds for species research and habitat restoration in North Carolina. The within the state that will add o
stalled in the Senate. CARA plan will be reviewed pesiodically after its completion in 2005. the plan before it is submitred
would have had a finding base tor the feds in 2005. Daley is
similar to that of federal spart also Iaboring with neighbor-

fish and game funds—that is, a percentage of
revenues derved from a steady source. The
current level of funding may not be as much
money as conservationists had hoped for—
Noarth Carolina has received about $3 million
since the program began in 2002—bur it
has already supported beneficial research.
“This [funding] is something we've needed
long, long rime," said Fred Harris, chief
of the commission’s Division of Inkand Fisheries,
who believes the traditional federal fimdinig

sources fed a value system thar placed game
above nongame concerns. “MNow we can look

ar communities of wikdlife and the inrerdepend-

ence of species, game and nongame alike.”
Unlike game specialists, nongame bic-
logists have hundreds of species to deal wath.
In the past, the factor thar determined which
species received study was often the need of
the funding source. For example, agencies
such as the Army Corps of Enginecrs or the
Department of Transportation would fund a

T2 STEteS O CONSeTvarion strategies thar
straddle polincal boundaries.

For the Southern hognose snike, o con-
certed effort and federal money could one day
change its landscape of fase-disappearing pine
thickets into sustainable swaths of longleaf pine
fomests: Healthy populanions of Southern hog-
nose, Pine Barrens treefrogs, red-cockaded
worod peckers and Eastern tiger salimanders
would thrive in a natural communiry thar
was in rrouble in 2004, That's the plan. €2

Fetmars 2004 WINC » 1]
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€) NORTHERN FLYING SQUIRREL

Only nine populations of
the Carclina nartharn flying

squirrel arn known te inhabit
the high-elevation foresy of
=1 tha wouthern Appalachiam.

Habatat protection is key 1o
the recovery of pesegrine

falcons, which nes im cliff-
sidet snd rocky outcroppings.

The state’s conservation plan should ultimately benefit
habitats that support priority species. State Wildlife Grants
will encourage conservation of habitats where clusters of
priority species occur. Red indicates urban areas; color vari-
ations represent 68 habitat types. Numbered sites indicate
current research on priority species.

12 Febnar 2004 WING

Fragile mountain bags in weitern
Noth Careling are home to the
bog turtle, one of the smallet
turtles in the woekd.

A handful of very rare rebust
redhoried in the Pes Dee River
Nystem are recelving sorutiny
from Wayne Starnes and other
Fish biologisus,

Bg
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© GREENSBORO BURROWING CRAYFISH

® ATLANTIC PIGTOE

Imtluding this Arlantic pigros
From the Tar River.

Surveys by Chris McGrath and

S5 in temporary of the
= lengheaf pine L Alin

habitat degradacion.

Tha Carclina gopher frog beands

Erawwell links a 15-year slide
Im the wae’s populationt ta

9 CERULEAN WARBLER

Mark Johr keeps sn ey
on neorropical mi
sarghirds, whose declining
numbers correlate dinecely
with defareitation bath
hare and in the tropicy

Tom Henaon and Theress
Comant post restricted sccast
o beneding sives, in reaponse
to & decrease in the servival
n‘fg:uru black skimmars and
other colonial waterbirds,

Sewrrees N C Dap Aralnbs Projeer, NOSL!

A AN ERELNE | A TLRAL S
L A lILER ALTIA S RS - W e AT
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Press Releases/What's New
NORTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Federal Grants Directly Benefit North Carolina’s Wildlife

RALEIGH, N.C. (May 20) — Salamanders, songbirds, mussels, turtles and other wildlife in North
Carolina are getting strong support from the state’s congressional delegation in the budget for the
2005 fiscal year.

Led by Rep. Robin Hayes (R), four N.C. representatives—
Hayes, Cass Ballenger (R), Bob Etheridge (D) and David Price
{D}—signed a letter sent to the Interior Appropriations
Committee urging a $100 million budget for the State Wildlife
Grants (SWG) program that supports the work of state wildlife
agencies, such as the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission,

“As a longtime environmental advocate, | have fought for
legislation that protects public lands and endangered species
and keeps our air and water clean,” said Price. “These [wildlife
Commission biologists seine  9rant] programs are particularly important for the environmental
for tangerine darters in the preservation efforts in rapidly developing communities across

upper Pigeon River. our state.”

Sen. John Edwards (D) signed a similar letter for the senate’s
budget leadership.

¥ The SWG program provides funds to states for the research,
management and conservation of wildlife “with the greatest
conservation need, but not covered under other grant
programs,” according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
which administers the SWG program.

All states receive funds for sport fish and game management
through the service’s Sport Fish Restoration program and

_ Wildlife Restoration program. Funds for these programs are
Hfgﬁ:\;ﬁ:ﬂ;‘ﬁ’:::“;‘w;mt“ derived from taxes on hunting and fishing equipment sales. For
mrm Wildiife Resources Commission. _Ti5Cal year 2003-2004 North Carolina received $7.3 million

dollars from these programs.

Black skimmer on nest

The service also provides funds for endangered-species research and management. Most of North
Carolina's fish and wildlife, however, fall outside the definitions of either a sport or endangered
species. The SWG program, subject to annual appropriations, supports the conservation of these
animals.

“SWG enables the faunal diversity and aguatic nongame program to set its own priorities,” said Tom
Henson, the Commission's faunal diversity coordinator. “In the past, we had to spend most federal
money for work on endangered species. That meant we didn't have the opportunity to survey and
research more common species, like basking turtles.”

Congress first authorized the SWG program in fiscal year 2001, Since then, North Carolina's
allocation has ranged from $1.2 to $1.5 million per year. Ongoing SWG projects include a crayfish
inventory, reptile surveys, black skimmer and common tem nesting research, native fish
reintroduction and the preparation of a conservation plan for North Carolina. The Comprehensive
Wildlife Conservation Plan is a detailed document that will prioritize species’ needs and guide SWG
spending in years fo come.
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See more information on the conservation plan here.

The SWG program has boosted the research, survey and management of North Carolina’s nongame
species. Previously, the Commission relied on its Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Fund—
voluntary contributions from North Carolinians through a line item on state tax returns, wildlife
resources license plates and donations—as the backbone for this work. Now the fund provides the
federally required matching dollars for SWG grant projects, essentially stretching each dollar from
the fund into four dollars for planning projects and two dollars for implementation projects.

The Commission’s Faunal Diversity and Aquatic Nongame Program, established in 1983, works to
coordinate species and habitat-protection efforts for wildlife that are not hunted, fished or trapped.
The program strives to prevent more than 1,000 native nongame mammals, reptiles, birds,
amphibians, mollusks and crustaceans from becoming endangered and to recover those already
endangered.

The Mongame and Endangered Wildlife Fund is the primary source of state funds for the program
and provides nearly all the state matching dollars for SWG grants. Since 1984, taxpayers have given
$6,933,382 dollars for wildlife conservation through voluntary contributions via state tax returns,
wildlife resources license plates and donations.

See more information on the Commission's Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program.

Return to News'Press Releases

Wildlife Action Plan
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- N.C. Develops
Wildlife Plan

Whaxishﬁngdmeaboutﬂw
robust redharse or mole salamander — two
Morth Carolina species of special concemn?

The State Wildlife Grants (SWG)
program, created by Congressin 2001 as
a branch of the Conservation Trust Fund,
provides federal funding to each state and
temitory to support cost-effective consenva-
from endangerment.

The grants call for statewide
— due by October 2005,

North Carolina holds 2 $1.7 million
share of funding — out of $80 million pro-
posed for the 2005 budget — to be utilized
by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
{WRC). Effores must focus on the “species
in greatest need of conservation.” Generlly
by recreational fees and taves.

Species review committees guided by
WRC and composed of Morth Carolina
wildlife experts helped to compile a list of
more than 300 species.

The comprehen-
sive wildlife plan is slated
for completion by July
2005, Stakeholders
will review the plan and
provide inpur.

Funds from SWG
have supported a variety
of projects in North
Carolina, induding
research on beach
nestng birds. To find
out more about the
waldlife plan, visit WRC's
Wieb site at wivnildlfe,
state.nc.us. Click on the
link o Wildlifie Species and Conservation
and navigate to the N.C. Comprehensive
Wildlife Corservation Plan page.

—LL

4 HIGH SEASON  2(dM
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wirtles and other wildlife in North
Carolina are getting strong support from
the state’s congressional delegation this
year. Four North Carolina representatives

S alamanders, songhirds, mussels,

Seate Wildlife Grants from the federal
governmant fund ressarch on nongame
creatures such as the black shimmer,

signed a letter urging a 100 million
appropriation for the State Wildlife Grants
(SWG) program, which supports the
work of agencies such as the N.C. Wild-
life Resources Commission (see “First
Among Equals,” February 2004).

The grant program funds the rescarch,
management and conservation of wild-
life “with the greatest conservation need,
but not covered under other grant pro-
grams,” according 1o the US, Fishand
Wildlife Service, which administers the
SWG program.

All stares receive funds for sport fish
and game management through the
service's Sport Fish Restoration program
and Wildlife Restoration program, Funds
for these programs are derived from taxes

p AUCUST 2004 WINC

More Federal Dollars Wanted
for Wildlife Diversity

on hunting and fishing equipment sales. In
hiscal year 2004, North Carolina received a
total of $7.3 million from both programs.

The service also provides funds for
endangered species research and man-
agement. But most of MNorth
Carplina’s fish and wildlife
are not sport or endangered
species. The SWG program
supports the conservation
of these animals. The grants
benefit the commission's
Faunal Diversity and Aguatic
Nongame Program, which
works o prevent more than
1.000 native nongame ani-
mals from becoming endan-
gered and 1o help those
already endangered.

“State Wildlife Grants
enable the faunal diversity and aquatic
nongame program to set its own priorities,”
said Tom Henson, the Wildlife Commis-
sion’s faunal diversity coordinator, “In
the past, we had 1w spend most federal
money [or work on endangered species.
That meant we didn’t have the oppor-
tunity 10 survey and rescarch more com-
man species, like basking turtles.”

Congress authorized the program in
2001. Since then, North Carelina
has received $1.2 to $1.5 million
per vear. Ongoing projects include
acrayfish inventory, reptile surveys,
black skimmer and common tern
nesting research, native fish rein-
treduction and the preparation of a
conservation plan for North Carolina
A Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation
Plan will prioritize nongame species’
needs and guide spending of State Wildlife
Grants in yvears (o come.

; Fe e device to kesp

AT HOME WITH WILDLIFE

The Pool Is Open

heatd a fellow once sy that it wasso
hot, his outdoor thermometer climbed
down the pols and crawled under the porch.
The dog days of summer create one
hi; sauna here in North Carolina. iFyou
aren't headed to the poal for some cool
rellef, then you are probably headed fos
tha beach. Wildlife ks no different, taking
every oppertunity 1o coof off in a bird
bath or water hole, Birds use thesa back-
yard watar attractions for deinking as well
is bathing, which keeps parasices down,
But before runming out and plunking
down cash fora bird bath, you may already
hiave ore.- A bird bath can be something
as simple a3 a clay tray in which a potted
plantonge sat, or that oval piece of plastic
yeeuf kids used to sled down snow-covered
hiilts last weinter, You can even take a large
log. chisel out & 3-inch-deep depression,
and fill it with water for a rustic bird bath.
Regardless of what you find, make
gure it bas 3 rough surface so birds can
light on the rim withouy dipping off.
Automatic misters of drippers provide a
mieving-water element birds can't rasise,
A héomemade altsrnative is a plastic
=liter bottle hung over a bath. Simply
purich a pinhole and
il with winter.
To awract more
birds. place the bird
ath in an open area.
With little or no
. - Expense, you can
have a water

your backyard bird pop-
ulation quenched and drenched,

—Chris Powell

Wildlife Action Plan

By



B1o

North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission



