
CWD SURVEILLANCE AREA FAQs

How were the sizes of CWD Surveillance Areas determined?  
The Primary (PSA) and Secondary (SSA) Surveillance Areas are approximately 5- and 30-mile radii around the initial detections 
of CWD, as written in the CWD Response Plan. These radii are based on yearling buck dispersal distances, because these 
one-time movements of young deer away from their birth range are one of the primary drivers of CWD spread in infected deer 
populations. The 5-mile distance is the approximate average yearling buck dispersal distance in the southeastern US and 
the 30-mile distance is approximately the maximum dispersal distance. During disease response actions, these Surveillance 
Areas are centered on CWD positive deer detections, with the PSA intended to encompass the known infected area and the 
SSA encompassing the larger area that may be infected based on long-range dispersals. Any future changes to the size and 
boundary of the Surveillance Areas will be based on locations of additional CWD positive deer.   

Should I shoot a sick looking deer because I suspect it is ill?
No! If you see a deer that appears sick, call the NC Wildlife Helpline 866-318-2401 or contact your local District Biologist for 
advice. This allows a trained biologist to assess the animal’s condition and make a decision based on symptoms and proba-
ble cause of the illness. If you harvest a deer that appears sick, you must still report the harvest using your Big Game Harvest 
Report Card. 

Why is CWD sampling not mandatory during archery season?
Compared to blackpowder and gun seasons, the daily deer harvest rate during archery season is much less. Providing the 
staffed check stations necessary to accommodate mandatory sampling across the Surveillance Areas requires extensive man-
power and many resources, which are both limited in availability. Based on historical harvest rates the Commission believes 
it can collect a sufficient number of samples during blackpowder and the mandatory days of gun season to track the spread 
and prevalence of the disease. While sample submission during archery season and parts of gun season is not mandatory, 
we encourage hunters to voluntarily submit samples from deer taken during this time.  Deer harvested outside the mandatory 
sampling time period can be submitted at testing drop-off stations (freezers) or participating Cervid Health Cooperators.

What should I do with the meat until I get my test results back?
The CDC recommends hunters strongly consider having deer that are harvested within CWD Surveillance Areas tested prior 
to consuming the meat. Until test results are returned meat can be frozen as rough un-processed quarters or as fully pro-
cessed and packaged meat. However, it is very important to label and separate each individual deer in your freezer until test 
results are received. If your deer tests positive for CWD and you choose to discard the meat, the Commission will offer to 
collect and incinerate the meat for you.

View my test results

If I harvest a deer outside the Surveillance Areas, can I transport it through them?  
Yes.  However, you must first validate your harvest and it is highly recommended that you first register your deer through  
the Big Game Harvest Reporting System so that you have proof of harvest location while transporting the animal through 
Surveillance Areas.

For more information visit: ncwildlife.org/CWD

https://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Hunting/Documents/Deer/CWD-Response-Plan.pdf
https://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Hunting/Documents/WMDistrictBiologistContacts.pdf
https://www.ncwildlife.org/Hunting/Chronic-Wasting-Disease/Get-My-Deer-Tested
https://www.ncalvin.org/online/apps/biggame/Default.aspx
https://www.ncwildlife.org/hunting/big-game-harvest-reporting
http://www.ncwildlife.org/CWD

