
Outdoor Heritage Act (2015) – Removed the absolute prohibition on hunting with 

firearms on Sunday in North Carolina that had been in place since 1868, opening up 

Sunday hunting on private lands with restrictions. 

Outdoor Heritage Enhanced Act (2017) – Granted authority to public land managers, 

including the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, to implement new options for hunting 

on Sundays on game lands, subject to the following limitations: 

       • No hunting with a firearm between 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.

       • No hunting deer with the use of dogs

       • No hunting within 500 yards of a place of worship

Sunday Hunting on Game Lands – Why Now?

The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission was 

created by the General Assembly in 1947 to 

conserve and sustain the state’s fish and  

wildlife resources through research, scientific 

management, wise use, and public input.

MISSION: To conserve North Carolina’s wildlife resources 

and their habitats and provide programs and opportunities 

that allow hunters, anglers, boaters andother outdoor  

enthusiasts to enjoy wildlife-associated recreation.

AGENCY GOALS:

•  Ensure citizens have the opportunity for safe and 

readily available participation in hunting, fishing, 

boating and other wildlife-related activities. 

•  Expand the constituency base by providing and  

promoting opportunities for every adult and child,  

regardless of physical abilities, to experience  

North Carolina’s wildlife resources.

•  Conserve and enhance the abundance and diversity 

of the fish and wildlife resources of North Carolina.

•  Serves as a leader in sustaining working lands, con-

serving wildlife habitats and species diversity, and 

maintaining the hunting and fishing heritage of N.C.
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STATEWIDE GAME LAND ACQUISITION FUNDING
Approximate Value: $607 Million

Clean Water Management Trust Fund 
Includes funding from both the State of North Carolina’s Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund and the Natural Heritage Trust Fund. These  
two funding sources are funded with state tax dollars. 
         
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Includes funding from several grant programs of the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service including the Wildlife and Sportfish Restoration Program, the 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act, and Endangered Species 
Act’s Recovery Land Acquisition Program.        
  
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission 
Includes Agency Funds coming from hunting and fishing license sales, 
boat registrations, and other agency revenue sources. 
         
Donation 
Includes private funds raised by non-profit partners and the value of  
land donated or sold at a reduced price. 
         
Other 
Includes some private grant funds and funding from partners including  
the US Department of Defense.         
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GAME LANDS—A CONSERVATION APPROACH TO LAND MANAGEMENT

Visitors can expect:
• Access to wild areas

• Parking lots and roads

• Great experience in nature

• Hunting, trapping and fishing

• Unstructured recreation
         

Visitors should not expect:
• Paved roads

• Restrooms, picnic areas, playgrounds

• Staff on-site

• Visitors’ center

         


