GetHIP!

The road to obtaining crucial data on
migratory game birds begins with a
few simple questions asked of hunters.
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his isn’t a plea from your teenager to be a cool parent, but rather a reminder to get HIP in order to hunt
migratory game birds. HIP certiﬁcation is required
to hunt all migratory game birds, including doves, rails, woodcock, ducks and geese. Although most hunters are aware of
HIP, they may not understand why it’s needed or some of the
uses of the data generated from the program.
First, some background: HIP stands for Harvest Information
Program. The cooperative program, administered by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and state agencies, began in 1999.
It is the principal means used to generate estimates of migratory bird hunter activity and harvest. That information is critical to make sound, informed decisions regarding hunting
season regulations and population management.
Fish and Wildlife and various state agencies have a long
history of surveys to determine levels of hunting activity and
harvest, and these surveys have proved useful especially for
some species and for individual state purposes. In fact, Fish
and Wildlife, through a survey of federal duck stamp buyers,
was able to generate estimates of waterfowl hunting activity
and harvest for nearly 40 years prior to HIP implementation.
However, nationwide estimates of hunting activity for nonwaterfowl species (doves, woodcock, rails, etc.) were for the
most part completely lacking, and individual state surveys for
these species could not simply be combined to provide reasonable results. The need for better information for these
species, as well as a revamping of overall survey protocols,
provided the impetus for the new survey program called HIP.
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HOW IT WORKS
Each year, states collect the names and addresses of all migratory game bird hunters and send this information to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Division of Migratory Bird
Management’s Harvest Surveys Section. Fish and Wildlife
then selects a sample of these hunters to send more in-depth
surveys. The responses to these follow-up surveys provide
the information to estimate harvest and hunter activity on
state and national levels.
States may use a variety of means to register hunters in the
HIP program, including sign-up though the Internet, license
agents and telephone or mail questionnaires. Currently the
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission allows HIP registration
directly through license agents and mails questionnaires to
lifetime license holders.
If you plan to hunt migratory game birds during the upcoming year, please inform your license agent that you wish
to be HIP certiﬁed. The license agent will then ask you a series
of screening questions regarding your hunting experiences
during the previous hunting season. You will be asked if you
hunted ducks, doves, woodcock and other migratory game
birds. Several additional questions will address in general
terms how many birds you harvested for selected species.
One very common misconception regarding HIP is that
the screening questions themselves are used to provide estimates of harvest. They are not. The purpose of the screening
questions is to identify which species you are likely to hunt
so that, if selected, you will be placed in an appropriate
september 2008 winc

23

average number of harvest surveys
returned from hunters annually
category for additional, in-depth surveys. For
example, those people who identify themselves as dove hunters only may receive an
additional survey regarding their dove hunting but are not likely to receive a survey for
waterfowl or other species.
Additional harvest surveys are sent to
hunters nationwide in order to provide state
and national harvest estimates for ducks,
geese, doves, woodcock, coots, snipe, rails
and gallinule. This provides not only an estimate of actual harvest but also estimates of
hunter numbers, total days aﬁeld and average
seasonal take per hunter. For the program to
achieve a representative sample of hunters, all
hunters have a chance of being surveyed,
regardless of what point during the year they
become HIP certiﬁed or whether they harvested no, few or many birds the previous year.
Waterfowl hunters may question how harThe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service selects vest estimates are derived for individual
some HIP-certiﬁed hunters each year to species of ducks and geese. Fish and Wildlife’s
ﬁll out more detailed questionnaires.
separate Parts Collection Survey provides this
information. A number of waterfowl hunters
supplied from HIP certiﬁcation are selected
each year and asked to submit
common questions regarding hip
wings from harvested ducks
and wing tips and tail feathIsn’t HIP required just for waterfowl hunting?
ers from harvested geese. At
HIP certiﬁcation is required for hunting all migratory game birds, including all waterfowl, doves,
the end of the hunting season,
woodcock, rails, gallinules, coots and snipe.
state and federal biologists
Do I have to get HIP certiﬁed in other states where I plan to hunt migratory game birds?
examine each of the wings
Yes, HIP certiﬁcation is required for each state in which you hunt migratory game birds. If you’re HIP
and tail feathers to determine
certiﬁed in North Carolina but plan to hunt in Virginia, you must be HIP certiﬁed there also.
species, age and sex of each
harvested bird. This informaHow much does HIP certiﬁcation cost?
tion, combined with the overIn North Carolina, HIP certiﬁcation is free of charge; however, other states may charge a small fee.
all duck and goose harvest
Do I have to sign up for HIP when I purchase my license?
estimate, provides the speciesNo, you can be HIP certiﬁed at any time, even if you have previously purchased your license.
speciﬁc harvest estimate.
Although many waterfowl
How are the screening questions I answered during HIP sign-up used to estimate the harvest
hunters know about this
of various species?
“wing survey,” Fish and
The screening questions you answered are not used to generate estimates of harvest. They are simply a means
Wildlife also conducts sevto identify you as a migratory game bird hunter and place you in a pool of hunters who may be selected at a later
eral additional wing surveys
date for additional in-depth surveys.
for woodcock, rails and doves.
Do I have to participate in the additional hunter surveys or the various Parts Collection Surveys?
Wing surveys for woodcock
No, participation in these surveys is voluntary, but we urge you to take part.
and doves are especially useMy license says that I am HIP certiﬁed, but I didn’t get asked any of the questions. Am I really HIP
ful in determining annual
certiﬁed, and can I be selected for additional harvest surveys?
recruitment or the number
If your license indicates HIP certiﬁcation, then you are HIP certiﬁed according to our records. Occasionally,
of new individuals entering
license agents (for various reasons) may choose not to ask you the questions. However, if at the time you
the population.
are being HIP certiﬁed you are not asked the list of screening questions, we strongly encourage you to remind
Even with HIP certiﬁcayour license agent of this. Participation in the appropriate additional harvest surveys is contingent upon your
tion and follow-up surveys,
proper responses to the screening questions.
harvest and hunter-effort
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2005 harvest estimates for n.c. and the u.s.
obtained through hip harvest surveys
North Carolina
harvest hunters
ducks 271,700
canada geese 73,200
mourning dove 741,800
woodcock
1,800
rail
0*
snipe
800

Nationwide
harvest hunters

24,800

12,510,800

988,400

19,800

2,655,730

728,200

46,000

22,149,900

1,144,900

1,800

297,200

118,050

*

0

53,600

9,700

300

120,700

28,150

*The harvest and active-hunter estimates for rails were 0. This is because no one
who agreed to participate in the rail survey reported hunting rails or harvesting
any for the 2005 season.

estimates can be difﬁcult to obtain for some
species. For example, estimates for rails, snipe
and woodcock have a lot of uncertainty associated with them. This is mostly due to the
limited pool of hunters who pursue these
species. Although nationwide estimates for
these species provide reasonable results, statelevel estimates are viewed with some caution
because of the limited number of people
responding by state. This is one reason why
participation in follow-up harvest surveys is
critical to providing reliable state and
national estimates.

simpliﬁed example of waterfowl harvest calculation
Step 1. Reponses to duck harvest survey combined with overall HIP registration indicate 25,000
duck hunters are active in North Carolina. (Note: Active duck hunters are those who reported
hunting during the current year, regardless of whether they actually harvested any ducks.)
Step 2. Responses to duck harvest survey indicate that each hunter harvested an average of 10
ducks per year.
Step 3. Multiply 25,000 active duck hunters by an average of 10 ducks harvested per active hunter
to get a result of 250,000 ducks harvested in North Carolina.
Step 4. Separate waterfowl Parts Collection Survey from North Carolina hunters indicates that 40
percent of returned duck wings come from wood ducks, 30 percent from mallards, 10 percent from
lesser scaup, 10 percent from green-winged teal and 5 percent each from wigeon and gadwall.
Step 5. Multiply 250,000 by percentage from each species to obtain harvest estimate for each species.

WHAT DO HUNTERS NEED TO DO?
The most straightforward answer is simply to
make sure you are HIP certiﬁed each year, and
that you answer each of the screening questions appropriately. Registration is a legal
requirement, and the information received
through the HIP program is vital to the proper
management of migratory game birds. If you
request to be HIP certiﬁed and your license
agent does not ask you the screening questions, please remind him to do so. After being
HIP certiﬁed, you may be contacted to participate in one of the more detailed harvest
surveys. We urge you to consider participation in these additional voluntary surveys.
Not only will we receive more complete data
from North Carolina hunters, but you also
will receive the satisfaction of knowing that
you have contributed in some small way to
the management and long-term viability of
our valuable wildlife resources and our
hunting tradition.
Joe Fuller is the migratory game bird coordinator for the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission.

Wood duck: 250,000 X .40 = 100,000
Mallard: 250,000 X .30 = 75,000
Lesser scaup: 250,000 X .10 = 25,000
Green-winged teal: 250,000 X .10 = 25,000
Wigeon: 250,000 X .05 = 12,500
Gadwall: 250,000 X .05 = 12,500
Total: 250,000 duck harvest

Virginia Rail

