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Help Conserve Wildlife: Donate on Line 30 of N.C. State Tax
Income Form

With tax season underway, the Wildlife Commission is asking
taxpayers to help conserve North Carolina’s nongame and rare
wildlife species by making a donation to the Nongame and
Endangered Wildlife Fund, found on line 30 of the North Carolina
state income tax form. Birds, mammals, fish, mollusks, reptiles,
amphibians and crayfish without a designated hunting or fishing
season all benefit from projects funded by donations. Learn more
about the wildlife species that benefit from your tax dollars and
how to donate to the fund. MORE
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Got an Opinion about Sunday Hunting on Game Lands? We
Want to Know!

The Wildlife Commission is seeking public comment to help
identify issues and options related to Sunday hunting on game
lands. Take the survey, which should take no more than 15
minutes to complete, by 11:59 p.m. on Feb. 2. Starting Feb. 10,
the agency will be conducting six public forums statewide to
garner additional input and to provide feedback on survey
responses. Learn more and see the schedule

Hunting, Inland Fishing and Trapping License Fee Changes
Now in Effect

The Wildlife Commission made several changes to its license
structure and associated fees, effective Jan. 1. Those include:

. All licenses that authorize inland fishing now include the
trout privilege.

. All hunting and trapping licenses, with a few exceptions,
include the game lands privilege.

. Established a new Resident Lifetime Trapping License.
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. Minor license fee adjustments based on the Consumer Price
Index.

For more information on all licenses, download the Wildlife
Commission’s 2019-2020 North Carolina Inland Fishing, Hunting
and Trapping Reqgulations Digest. To purchase a license,

visit ncwildlife.org/licensing or a Wildlife Service Agent.

Public Comment on Proposed Regulations Open through Jan.
31

The public comment period for proposed changes to the Wildlife
Commission regulations related to wildlife management, inland
fisheries, enforcement and game lands will close at 11:59 p.m.
on Jan. 31. The Wildlife Commission conducted nine public
hearings this month to gather comments on the proposed
changes. Comments can be submitted online; emailed to
regulations@ncwildlife.org (must include name, phone number
and mailing address in e-mail) or mailed to: Rules Coordinator,
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission, 1701 Mail Service Center,
Raleigh, NC 27699-1700. Read the proposals and submit
comments.
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Dianne Stankiew

An Arachnid Takes Top Honors in Annual Magazine Photo
Competition

The Wildlife Commission has announced the winners of its

2019 Wildlife in North Carolina magazine photo competition.
Raleigh resident Dianne Stankiewicz took the winning
photograph, which featured a jumping spider on a zinnia

stem. All winning photographs will be on exhibit at the N.C.
Museum of Natural Sciences in Raleigh and on the Commission’s
website.
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Free Turkey Hunting Seminars Begin in March

The Wildlife Commission and the National Wild Turkey
Federation are offering 11 free turkey hunting seminars across
the state in March. The seminars, which will be held from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m., are open on a first-come, first-served basis and
participants ages 16 and younger will need parental permission
to register. Pre-registration is required; participants must register
online. Although open to all skill levels, this "all in one" Turkey
Hunting Seminar is specifically geared for those who are
interested in turkey hunting, but don’t know how to get started
and lack a hunting mentor. Topics will include biology, hunting
methods, calls and decoys, firearms and ammo selection,
camouflage clothing, and turkey processing and cooking
techniques. Each seminar will conclude with a Q&A session and a
brief overview of R3 (hunter recruitment, retention and re-
activation) initiatives.
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NCWF

Burn, Baby, Burn: The Benefits of Prescribed Burning

If you see smoke near a Wildlife Commission game land this
winter, chances are staff are conducting a prescribed burn — an
intentional burning of vegetation under strict and specific
circumstances that helps restore and maintain wildlife habitat. It
is a cost-effective tool to create and maintain suitable and ample
wildlife habitat in old fields, native grasslands and open-canopy
woodlands on game lands. Staff conduct the majority of
prescribed burns, also called controlled burns, between January
and March when trees are less active metabolically. Check out
our YouTube video for more information on the benefits of
prescribed burns.
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Surveys & Research Report for 2019 Now Online

Staff with the Wildlife Commission’s Surveys & Research (S&R)
Program conduct surveys and research for game and furbearer
species in the state. Staff work to ensure the long-term viability
and sustained harvest of these species by providing the best
possible scientific information on the status and management of
each species and its habitats so that regulations and
management are based on objective data. Read the 2019
Surveys and Research Report (PDF) that provides an overview of
the many survey activities and current research conducted within
the S&R Program. Other reports and more information on the
program can be found on the agency's Surveys and Research
Program page.
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LS. Ash & Wildlife Sery

Species Spotlight: Bobcat

The only wild cat found in North Carolina, the bobcat gets its
name from its short tail, which is only about 5 inches long. Adults
are about 2 times the size of a house cat, standing 20 to 30
inches at the shoulder. Although they are found statewide,
bobcats are rarely seen by people due to their secretive nature.
Bobcats are adaptable and live in a variety of habitats. They are
excellent runners and climbers with equally good vision, smell
and hearing, which make them formidable hunters. Preferred
prey are small mammals, such as rabbits and rats, as well as
birds, opossums and even snakes. While they can be active
during the day, bobcats are most active at dawn and dusk. Learn
more about this denizen of the dark by reading the bobcat
species profile (PDF). Check out other wildlife species profiles on
the Wildlife Commission's website.
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Beyond BOW Fly-Fishing Basics for Women Workshop Feb. 29

The Wildlife Commission is offering a Beyond BOW (Becoming an
Outdoors Woman) Fly-Fishing Basic workshop for women ages 18
and over on Feb. 29 at the John E. Pechmann Fishing Education
Center in Fayetteville. This 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. event is the perfect
opportunity to learn new skills or improve existing techniques
and provides a thorough overview of fly tying, fly casting and fly
fishing. Details and registration form (PDF).

Other News and Events

Pechmann Center in Fayetteville Offers Free Fishing Workshops
and Clinics in February

Nomination Period for Nongame Conservation Award Ends 11:59
p.m., Jan. 31
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