
Bats are perhaps some of our most misunderstood and under-appreciated wildlife, despite their 
beneficialroleinourenvironment.Theseflyingmammalsarevitalincontrollinginsectpopulations
andcanconsumenearlytheirbodyweightininsectseachnight!Unfortunately,theirnocturnalnature,
centuriesofmythsandmisinformation,andnegativeportrayalinpopularmediahascontributedto
needlessfearofthesecreaturesandhasevenledtothedeclineofnumerousbatspecies.Batpopu
lationsinNorthAmericaaredecreasingasaresultofWhitenoseSyndrome,afungaldisease,making
preventionofhumanrelatedpersecutionorconflictexceedinglyimportant. 

coexist with 
Bats

Preventing Problems  
with Bats
Althoughbatsareanintegralcomponentofourenvironment,
occasionallytheycanbecomeanuisancespecieswhenthey
interruptourdailylivesbyenteringhomes,schools,orother
structures.Herearesomeusefultipstoavoidnegative
interactionswithbatsanddealwithnuisanceissues.

•   Preventbatsfromenteringhomesandbuildings
byrepairingdamagetosidingorotherareas
ofthehousethatcreateopeningsforbatsto
enter.Useappropriatehardware/materialsto
preventaccessthroughchimneys,vents,or
otherstructures.Formoreinformationgoto
batcon.org.

•   Establishabatboxnearyourresidenceto
encouragebatstoroostsomewhereother
thanyourhomeorshed.Plansforbuilding
batboxescanbefoundonlinefromnumerous
websitespromotingbatconservationand/
orwildlifemanagement.BatConservation
International has done the most research on 
batboxconstructionandplacementtoincrease
thechancesofbatsoccupyingthebox(batcon.
org).Ingeneral,itisrecommendedthatthe
bat house be placed on a pole, not a tree, at 
least10feethighinaplacethatgetsseven
hoursofdirectsunlightinthesummer.They
shouldalsobeplacedinareaswherethey
willnotbefrequentlydisturbedbyhuman
activityandwhereguanoaccumulationwill
notbeproblematic(e.g.,awayfromwalkways,
children’splayareas,etc.).
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Bats Quick Facts: 
Do bats attack people?
Contrarytopopularbelief,batsdonotattackpeople
ortrytogettangledintheirhair.Batsarenotblind,
but,toaidtheminhuntingatnight,theydohave
sophisticatedecholocationsystemsthatallowthemto
navigatetheirenvironmentanddetectprey.Ifabat
canlocateamosquitoinmidflight,itisunlikelythat
theywouldaccidentallyflyintoahuman.Often,people
believetheyarebeingattackedwheninrealityabat
justhappenstobeforagingforinsectsneartheindi
vidual,typicallywheretheyhavecongregatedneara
lightsource(e.g.frontporchlight,streetlight,etc.).

Don’t all bats have rabies?
No.Althoughallmammalscancontractrabies,only
2–4%ofallbatstestedinNCtestpositiveforthe
disease.Additionally,evenabatthathasrabieswill
typicallyonlybiteahumaninselfdefenseifhandled

(aswillahealthybat).Itisneverrecommendedthat
anyonetouchorpickupabat,particularlyonethatis
suspectedtobediseased.Youcannotgetrabiesfrom
justseeingabat,frombeinginaroomwithabat,or
fromcontactwithbatguano(feces),urine,orblood.

Are all bats bloodsuckers?
Whileitistruethattherearebatsthatfeedonblood,
nobatinNorthCarolinaisahemovore(animalthat
feedsonblood).Therearethreespeciesofvampire
batsthatexistonlyfromMexicothroughSouthAmerica.
Surprisingly,batsthatfeedonblooddonotpuncture
theirvictimsandsucktheirbloodaspopularmedia
suggests.Actually,thesebatshavespeciallyadapted
incisorsthatslicetheskinlikearazorbladeandwhich
allowsthemtosimplylapupthebloodwiththeirtongue.

If you already have a 
problem with Bats:
find out where bats are entering your residence. 
Stationsomeoneoutsideofyourhomearoundduskto
determinewherebatsareexiting.Doathoroughinspection
ofallpotentialentrypointssuchassmallholes,cracksin
fasciaorsiding,andspacesaroundutilityconduits.Perma
nentlysealallofthepotentialentrypointswhileleaving
theentrypointsthebatsareusingopen.Then,installan
evictiondevicethatallowsthebatstoleavebutprevents
themfromreentering.Someexamplesincludeusing
screeningortubing.Formoreinformationanddirections
gotobatcon.org.Avoidclosingupholesorinstallingexclu
siondevicesfromMay1throughJuly31.Thisprevents
trappingyoungbatsinsidethatarenotreadytoleavethe
roostandstillrequireparentalcare.Also,itreducesthe
chancethatfemalebatswillgetintothelivingspacewhile
tryingtoreachtheirpups.Finally,pupsmaywanderasthey
starveandendupinthelivingspace.

•   Nevertouchorpickupabat.Althoughtheywillnot
attackunprovokedtheywillbiteinselfdefense.Ifthere
isabatinyourhomeandithasnotcomeintocontact
withaperson,useaclear,emptyboxandapieceof
cardboardtocapturethebatandreleaseitoutdoors.

•   Ifyouarebittenbyabatitisextremelyimportantthat
youseekmedicalassistance.Rabiesisreadilyprevented
bypostexposurevaccination,butisalmostalwaysfatal
aftersymptomsappear.Promptmedicalattentionis
essentialfollowingabitebyabatorothermammal.If
youareunsureofwhetherafamilymemberorpethas
beenbitten,seektheadviceofamedicalprofessional
suchasyourprimaryphysicianorcountyhealthdepart
ment.Ifthebatcanbesafelycaptured(inaboxorcan)
itshouldbesenttoalaboratoryfortestingsothatexpen
siverabiestreatmentcanbeavoidedifpossible.

•   Ifyouneedassistanceremovingthemfromyourstruc
ture,contactaWildlifeDamageControlAgent(aprivate
individualwhochargesforhis/herservices).Alistof
agentsinyourareaisavailableatncwildlife.orgunder
“HaveaWildlifeProblem”.
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