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North Carolina Trout Fishing Map Update 

1 August 2014 
 

The following changes in regulations have occurred since the 1 July 2006 

publication of the Trout Fishing Map book.  Anglers should obtain a current 

copy of the North Carolina Inland Fishing, Hunting and Trapping Regulations 

Digest for a complete description of waters open to public fishing and 

regulations in effect. 

 
 

Alleghany County 

Brush Creek – Boundary clarification.  N.C. 21 bridge to confluence with Little River [Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Crab Creek – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Laurel Branch – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Little River (Whitehead to a point 275 yards downstream of the intersection of S.R. 1128 and S.R. 1129 

marked by a sign on each bank) – Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

Ramey Creek − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

 

Ashe County 

Big Horse Creek (S.R. 1324 bridge to North Fork New River) – Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout 

Waters. 

Buffalo Creek – Boundary clarification.  S.R. 1133 bridge to N.C. 194-88 bridge [Hatchery Supported 

Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Hoskins Fork − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Mill Creek – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Pine Swamp Creek – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

South Fork New River (Todd Island Park) – now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

 

Avery County 

Archie Coffey Lake – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Elk River (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

North Toe River (upper) – Boundary clarification.  Watauga St. bridge to Roby Shomaker Wetlands and 

Family Recreation Park [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply].  Further classified as 

Mountain Heritage Trout Waters [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

North Toe River (lower) – Boundary clarification.  S.R. 1164 to Mitchell County line [Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Shawneehaw Creek (portion adjacent to Banner Elk Greenway) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Wildcat Lake – Now classified as Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. 

 

Buncombe County 

Bent Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 
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Corner Rock Creek – Boundary clarification.  Little Andy Creek to confluence with Walker Branch 

[Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Corner Rock Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Mineral Creek (private lands) – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Mineral Creek (game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Rich Branch (downstream from the confluence with Rocky Branch) – Now classified as Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters. 

 

Burke County 

Carroll Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Clear Creek Reservoir – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

 

Caldwell County 

Thorps Creek (game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Wilson Creek (game lands portion downstream of Lost Cove Creek to Phillips Branch) – Now classified 

as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

Yadkin River (Happy Valley Ruritan Community Park to Walsh Road [S.R. 1515]) – Now classified as 

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters.  

 

Cherokee County 

Hyatt Creek – Boundary clarification.  Big Dam Branch to Valley River [Hatchery Supported Trout 

Waters regulations apply]. 

Hyatt Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Junaluska Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

North Shoal Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

North Shoal Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters. 

Shuler Creek – Boundary clarification.  Joe Brown Hwy (S.R. 1325) bridge to Tennessee State line 

[Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Shuler Creek (upstream of Joe Brown Hwy [S.R. 1325] and portions of all tributaries located on game 

lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Tellico River (game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Webb Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Webb Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

 

Clay County 

Big Tuni Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Big Tuni Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Bluff Branch (game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Buck Creek (game land portion downstream to U.S. 64 bridge) − Now classified as Hatchery Supported 

Trout Waters. 

Fires Creek (USFS Road 340A to the foot bridge in the US Forest Service Fires Creek Picnic Area) – 

Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

Hothouse Branch (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Hothouse Branch (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Shooting Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Shooting Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Vineyard Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Vineyard Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 
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Graham County 

Franks Creek – Now classified as Wild Trout/Natural Bait Trout Waters. 
Long Creek – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Mountain Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Mountain Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Panther Creek – Boundary clarification.  Confluence of Stand Creek and Rock Creek to Lake Fontana 

[Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Panther Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Santeetlah Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Sawyer Creek (game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Sawyer Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

(Big) Snowbird Creek (USFS foot bridge at the old railroad junction to USFS Road 2579) – Now 

classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

(Big) Snowbird Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Yellow Creek – Boundary clarification.  Lake Santeetlah Hydropower Pipeline to Cheoah River 

[Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

 
Haywood County 

Cold Springs Creek – Boundary clarification.  Fall Branch to Pigeon River [Hatchery Supported Trout 

Waters regulations apply]. 

Cold Springs Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Hemphill Creek − Now classified as Wild Trout/Natural Bait Trout Waters. 

Jonathan Creek – Boundary clarification. Upstream S.R. 1302 bridge to Pigeon River.  Further classified 

as Mountain Heritage Trout Waters from upstream S.R. 1302 bridge to S.R. 1389 bridge [Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Pigeon River – Boundary clarification.  Stamey Cove Branch to upstream U.S. 19-23 bridge [Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Richland Creek (Russ Avenue [U.S. 276] bridge to U.S. 19 bridge) – Further classified as Mountain 

Heritage Trout Waters [Hatchery Supported regulations apply]. 

West Fork Pigeon River (upstream of Tom Creek and portions of all tributaries located on game lands) – 

Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

West Fork Pigeon River – Boundary clarification.  Tom Creek to first game land boundary upstream of 

Lake Logan [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply].  Queen Creek to the first game 

land boundary upstream of Lake Logan [Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply].   

West Fork Pigeon River (game land portion below Lake Logan) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

 

Henderson County 

Camp Creek − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Cane Creek – Boundary clarification.  Railroad bridge upstream of SR 1551 to U.S. 25 bridge [Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Clear Creek − Boundary clarification.  Laurel Fork to S.R. 1582 [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters 

regulations apply].   

Green River (mouth of Joe Creek to mouth of Bobs Creek) – Removed from Public Mountain Trout 

Waters 

Green River – Boundary clarification.  Lake Summit powerhouse to game lands boundary [Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

(Big) Hungry River – Boundary clarification.  S.R. 1885 to Green River [Hatchery Supported Trout 

Waters regulations apply]. 

Little Hungry River – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program.  
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Jackson County 

Buff Creek (uppermost crossing on S.R. 1457 to Scott Creek) – Now classified as Wild Trout/Natural 

Bait Trout Waters. 

Cedar Cliff Lake – Now classified as Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. 

Shoal Creek – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Scott Creek – Boundary clarification.  Hospital Road to Hometown Place Road.  Further classified as 

Mountain Heritage Trout Waters from Hospital Road to Hometown Place Road [Hatchery Supported 

Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Scott Creek (Hometown Place Road to Tuckasegee River) – Further classified as Mountain Heritage 

Trout Waters [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Tuckasegee River (falls located 275 yards upstream of U.S. 23-441 bridge to Scott Creek) – Further 

classified as Mountain Heritage Trout Waters [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Tuckasegee River (Savannah Creek to falls located 275 yards upstream of U.S. 23-441 bridge) – Further 

classified as Mountain Heritage Trout Waters [Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Tuckasegee River (downstream N.C. 107 bridge to Savannah Creek) – Further classified as Mountain 

Heritage Trout Waters [Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

West Fork Tuckasegee River – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

 

Macon County 

Burningtown Creek – Boundary clarification.  Left Prong to Little Tennessee River [Hatchery Supported 

Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Burningtown Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Cullasaja River  (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Ellijay Creek – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program 

Nantahala River – Boundary clarification.  Nantahala Dam to Whiteoak Creek and Nantahala 

hydropower discharge canal to Swain County line [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations 

apply].   

Tessentee Creek − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

 

Madison County 

Little Creek – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Mill Creek (game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Mill Creek (private lands) – Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Roaring Fork – Boundary clarification.  Fall Branch to Meadow Fork [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters 

regulations apply]. 

Roaring Fork (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Shut-in Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Spring Creek – Boundary clarification.  Junction of N.C. 209 and N.C. 63 to U.S. Forest Service Road 

223 [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply].   

Spring Creek (game lands, including tributaries, from U.S. Forest Service Road 223 to lower US Forest 

Service boundary line) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Spring Creek (N.C. 209 bridge at Hot Springs city limits to iron bridge at end of Andrews Avenue) – 

Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters.  Further classified as Mountain Heritage Trout 

Waters [Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

West Fork Shut-in Creek (lower game lands boundary to confluence with East Fork Shut-in Creek) – 

Now classified as Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. 
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McDowell County 

Catawba River (portion adjacent to Marion Greenway) – Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout 

Waters. 

Little Buck Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Mill Creek (U.S. 70 bridge to I-40 bridge) – Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters.  Further 

classified as Mountain Heritage Trout Waters [Delayed Harvest Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

 

Mitchell County 

Cane Creek – Boundary clarification.  N.C. 226 bridge to S.R. 1278 bridge [Delayed Harvest Trout 

Waters regulations apply].  Further classified as Mountain Heritage Trout Waters [Delayed Harvest 

Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

North Toe River (U.S. 19E bridge to N.C. 226 bridge) – Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout 

Waters.  Further classified as Mountain Heritage Trout Waters [Delayed Harvest Trout Waters 

regulations apply]. 

 

Polk County 

Big Falls Creek − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Camp Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Camp Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Cove Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Cove Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Fork Creek − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Green River − Boundary clarification.  Mouth of Cove Creek to the natural gas pipeline crossing 

[Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Little Cove Creek (private lands) − Removed from Public Mountain Trout Waters program. 

Little Cove Creek (game lands) − Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

 

Surry County 

Ararat River (N.C. 103 bridge to U.S. 52 bridge) – Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

Big Elkin Creek (dam 440 yards upstream of NC 268 bridge to a point 265 yards downstream of N.C. 

268 bridge as marked by a sign on each bank) – Now classified as Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. 

 

Swain County 

Connelly Creek – Boundary clarification.  Camp Branch to Tuckasegee River [Hatchery Supported Trout 

Waters regulations apply]. 

Connelly Creek (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

 

Transylvania County 

French Broad River – Boundary clarification.  Confluence of North Fork French Broad River and West 

Fork French Broad River to Island Ford Road (S.R. 1110) Access Area [Hatchery Supported Trout 

Waters regulations apply]. 

West Fork French Broad River – Boundary clarification.  Camp Cover Branch to confluence with North 

Fork French Broad [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

West Fork French Broad River (tributaries on game lands) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

 

Watauga County 

Buckeye Creek (Buckeye Creek Reservoir dam to Grassy Gap Creek) – Now classified as Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters. 

Coffee Lake – Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 
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Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries) – Now classified as 

Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters.   

Elk Creek – Boundary clarification. S.R. 1510 bridge at Triplett to Wilkes County line [Hatchery 

Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Howard Creek (entire stream) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Laurel Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge and Powder Horn Mountain developments, including 

tributaries) – Now classified as Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters.   

Maine Branch (headwaters to North Fork New River) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

North Fork New River (from confluence with Maine and Mine Branches to Ashe County line) – Now 

classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

Pond Creek (headwaters to Locust Ridge Road bridge, excluding the pond adjacent to Coffee Lake) – 

Now classified as Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters. 

South Fork New River (canoe launch 70 yards upstream of U.S. 421 bridge to lower boundary of 

Brookshire Park) – Now classified as Hatchery Supported Trout Waters. 

Watauga River – Boundary clarification.  Avery County line to S.R. 1580 bridge [Wild Trout Waters 

regulations apply]. 

Watauga River (adjacent to the intersection of S.R. 1557 and S.R. 1558 to N.C. 105 bridge) – Removed 

from Public Mountain Trout Waters program.   

Watauga River (S.R. 1103 bridge to confluence with Laurel Creek) – Now classified as Delayed Harvest 

Trout Waters.   

Winkler Creek (lower bridge on S.R. 1549 to confluence with South Fork New River) – Now classified 

as Wild Trout Waters. 

 

Wilkes County 

Dugger Creek (portions on Reynolds Blue Ridge development, including tributaries) – Now classified as 

Catch and Release/Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters.   

Elk Creek – upper (Watauga County Line to lower boundary of Reynolds Blue Ridge development) – 

Now classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

Elk Creek – lower (portion on Leatherwood Mountains Development) – Now classified as Delayed 

Harvest Trout Waters. 

Fall Creek – Boundary clarification.  S.R. 1300 bridge to confluence with South Prong Lewis Fork 

[Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

Reddies River (Town of North Wilkesboro water intake dam to confluence with Yadkin River) – Now 

classified as Delayed Harvest Trout Waters. 

South Fork Reddies River – Boundary clarification.  S.R. 1355 bridge to confluence with Middle Fork 

Reddies River [Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

South Prong Lewis Fork – Boundary clarification.  Fall Creek to S.R. 1155 bridge [Hatchery Supported 

Trout Waters regulations apply]. 

 

Yancey County 

Lower Creek – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

South Toe River (portion from the concrete bridge above Black Mountain Campground downstream to 

game land boundary) – Now classified as Wild Trout Waters. 

South Toe River (headwaters to Upper Creek, including tributaries) – Now classified as Catch and 

Release/Artificial Flies Only Trout Waters  

South Toe River (property boundaries of the Yancey County Toe River Campground) – Further classified 

as Mountain Heritage Trout Waters [Hatchery Supported regulations apply]. 

Upper Creek – Now classified as Catch and Release/Artificial Flies Only Trout Waters. 


