
4
8
•
2017/18                                          

Please note: For the convenience of the reader, m
ajor regulation changes appear in R

ED
.

HUNTING REGULATIONS & INFORMATION

Black Bear Sanctuaries
Oct. 16 – Nov.18 and Dec. 11 – Jan. 1
Nov. 18 – Jan. 1 
Nov. 11 – Jan. 1
Oct. 14 – Jan. 1
Nov. 11 – 18 and Dec. 11 – 23
Nov. 13 – 18 and Dec. 11 – 23
Nov. 13 – Jan.1
Dec. 4 – 23
Nov. 10 – 18 and Dec. 11 – 23

2017 – 2018 BEAR SEASON

l l

Bear Hunters: Become a Bear Cooperator and receive a free, blaze orange hunting hat by submitting
the premolars from your bear. Call 919-707-0050 or visit ncwildlife.org/bear for more information, 
including a video on how to remove the premolars.
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HUNTING REGULATIONS & INFORMATION
HUNTING BEAR WITH DOGS AND USING UNPROCESSED FOODS

Oct. 16 - Nov. 18, unprocessed food and use of dogs allowed
Unprocessed food (all season)and use of dogs allowed
Unprocessed food allowed (all season) but use of dogs prohibited

DOGS. Hunting bears with dogs is prohibited in the following counties or parts of
counties: Alamance south of Interstate 85, Anson west of N.C. Hwy 742, Cabarrus,
Chatham, Davie, Davidson, Forsyth, Gaston, Guilford, Lee, Lincoln, Mecklenburg,
Montgomery, Orange south of Interstate 85, Pamlico (per local law), Randolph,
Rockingham, Rowan, Stanly, Union, and Wake south of N.C. Hwy 98. In all other
counties, hunting bears with the use of dogs is legal during open bear seasons, but
restrictions may apply on game lands.  See Game Land Section for further information.

UNPROCESSED FOODS. Legal during the Monday on or nearest October 15 to the
Saturday before Thanksgiving* in and west of Surry, Wilkes, Caldwell, Burke and
Cleveland counties. In all other counties, unprocessed foods may be used to aid in
taking of bear during any open season for bear. 
* The prohibition against taking bears with the use and aid of bait does not apply to the
release of dogs in the vicinity of any food source that is not a processed food product.
However, dogs may not be released in the vicinity of any commercially available mineral
supplement whether placed for the purpose of attracting deer or otherwise.

It is unlawful:
• to take a bear while in the act of consuming unprocessed foods;
• to place processed food products as bait in any area of the state with

an established season for taking black bears. Processed food
products are any food substance or flavoring that has been modified
by the addition of ingredients or by treatment to modify its chemical
composition or form or to enhance its aroma or taste. This includes:
food products enhanced by sugar, honey, syrups, oils, salts, spices,
peanut butter, grease, meat, bones, or blood; candies, pastries, gum,
and sugar blocks; and extracts of such products; 

• to use any bear bait attractant, including scented sprays, aerosols,
scent balls, and scent powders; and 

• to place any sort of processed or unprocessed foods on game lands.




