
 

  

  

Wildlife Commission Elects New Leadership; Announces New 
and Reappointed Commissioners 

At its business meeting on July 18, the Wildlife Commission 
elected a new chairman and vice-chairman and welcomed three 
new commissioners to its governing board. David W. Hoyle, Jr., 
of Dallas, was elected chairman and Monty Crump, of 
Rockingham, was selected as vice-chairman. The new appointees 
are Kelly Davis of Swan Quarter; Stephen Windham of Winnabow 
and James Cogdell of Norwood. Reappointments and more 
information 
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Follow These Tips to Wake Responsibly 

The Wildlife Commission's Law Enforcement Division is promoting 
a nationwide campaign to help minimize conflicts on waterways 
between homeowners and water sports participants. 
Wakeboarders should follow these tips: 1) Stay at least 200 feet 
away from the shoreline, docks or other structures; 2) Keep 
music at reasonable levels. Sound travels well over water. If it is 
loud enough to hear at 80 feet, it is likely loud enough for 
homeowners and others to hear it, too; and 3) Minimize 
repetitive passes on any portion of the shoreline. Once you've 
run the same line awhile, move to another area. Learn more  
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Find a Baby Squirrel? Here's What To Do Next 

August is typically the peak time of year when Wildlife 
Commission biologists see a spike in reports of “abandoned” baby 
squirrels. That’s because August is when gray squirrels, North 
Carolina’s most abundant native squirrel, are giving birth to their 
second litters of the year. If you see a baby squirrel, the best 
thing to do is to leave it alone to give the female opportunity to 
retrieve it. It is unlikely that she has abandoned her young, even 
if the nest has fallen out of the tree or has been destroyed. Learn 
more 
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Preserve Your Life: Wear a Life Jacket When on the Water 

In 2018, 35 people lost their lives while on waters in North 
Carolina and 29 of them were not wearing a life jacket. Don't be 
a statistic. Wear your life jacket. The seconds it takes to put on a 
life preserver may be the difference between life and death. And 
it's the law. Anyone younger than 13 must wear an appropriate 
life jacket when on a recreational vessel that is underway. Learn 
more 
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Applications Now Available for Permit Hunting Opportunities 

The Wildlife Commission now has available applications for 
permitted hunting opportunities, including waterfowl hunts. 
Sportsmen can obtain applications by visiting the Commission’s 
website, a Wildlife Service Agent or calling 1-888-248-6834, 
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Application deadlines vary starting in 
August.  

 

North Carolina Inland Fishing, Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations Digest for 2019-2020 Is Now Available Online 

The 2019-2020 North Carolina Inland Fishing, Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Digest is now available online. The 
regulations are effective Aug. 1, 2019 through July 31, 2020.   
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See A Barn Owl? The Wildlife Commission Wants to Know! 

Wildlife Commission biologists are asking the public's assistance 
to help them learn more about habitat needs and population 
distribution of barn owls in the Tar Heel state. To participate 
anyone who spots a barn owl and property owners who are 
willing to have a nest box placed on their property, free of 
charge, are asked to contact Allison Medford, an agency wildlife 
diversity biologist, who is spearheading the effort. Learn more 
about the barn owl initiative. 
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Wildlife Commission's Game Lands Program Adds Nearly 
6,000 Acres 

In partnership with the Coastal Land Trust and others, the 
Wildlife Commission has added nearly 6,000 acres to its Game 
Land Program in the Coastal Region this summer. The Coastal 
Land Trust purchased the Salters Creek tract, located in Carteret 
County, and transferred ~5,170 acres to the Wildlife 
Commission, which will manage the tract for various outdoor 
recreational uses, such as hunting, fishing and wildlife watching. 
The Coastal Land Trust also purchased more than 700 acres of 
freshwater marsh, cypress-gum swamp and bottomland 
hardwoods along the Neuse River in Craven County. The property 
is being added the Commission’s Neuse River Game Land, 
bringing the number of acres to this game land to more than 
5,600.   
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See a Wild Turkey? Let the Wildlife Commission Know! 

The Wildlife Commission is seeking public assistance in reporting 
observations of wild turkeys this summer through Aug. 31. 
Observation information gives an indication of annual wild turkey 
productivity, gobbler carryover and other population trends — all 
of which help the Commission manage the state’s turkey 
population. Participants can enter their observations online in the 
field from any smart phone or small-screen device. To 
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participate, new volunteers should use this online survey link, 
www.ncwildlife.org/turkeyobservation.  

  

More Bad News for Bats in North Carolina 

After receiving results from winter bat surveys recently, 
biologists with the Wildlife Resources Commission and N.C. State 
Parks have confirmed the presence of Pseudogymnoascus 
destructans (Pd), the fungal pathogen that causes white-nose 
syndrome (WNS), in four new counties in North Carolina. Even 
more discouraging is the eastward trajectory the fungus appears 
to be taking — spreading to more Piedmont counties. Biologists 
detected the first evidence of Pd in Madison, Montgomery, Rowan 
and Gaston counties. This finding brings the number of North 
Carolina counties with confirmed presence of Pd to 16. MORE 
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Wildlife Officers Graduate from Basic Wildlife Law 
Enforcement Training 

The Wildlife Commission has added new wildlife law enforcement 
officers to its roster after 16 cadets graduated from Basic Wildlife 
Law Enforcement Training last month. Each cadet took an oath to 
enforce criminal laws, including conservation and boating laws, 
and to faithfully and impartially execute the duties of a law 
enforcement officer in North Carolina. New wildlife officers now 
will begin six months of on-the-job training under the supervision 
of veteran wildlife officers. After completing field training, officers 
will be assigned a permanent duty station. See list of graduating 
officers and their county of assignment.  
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Greensboro Resident Wins Prestigious Wildlife Conservation 
Award 

During their business meeting on July 18, the Wildlife 
Commissioners presented Ann Berry Somers, of Greensboro, with 
the prestigious Thomas L. Quay award. Somers is the 14th 
person to receive this award, which recognized her 40-plus years 
of service and experience in the field of herpetology conservation 
in North Carolina. The Commission presents the award annually 
to North Carolinians who make outstanding contributions to 
wildlife diversity in North Carolina and who are considered 
leaders in wildlife resources conservation. MORE 
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Two Young Anglers Win Lifetime Licenses; 100 Others Win 
Fishing-Related Prizes 

The Wildlife  Commission, along with Neuse Sport Shop and 
Triangle Fly Fishers, recently presented two young anglers with 
lifetime licenses at the agency’s business meeting in Raleigh. 
Anna Overly, 8, from Gibsonville, received a lifetime unified 
sportsman license, and Malachi Pearson, 10, from Valdese, 
received a lifetime comprehensive inland fishing license. Both 
winners were chosen at random in a statewide drawing from 
more than 30 statewide events celebrating National Fishing and 
Boating Week. An additional 100 young anglers across the state 
won fishing-related prizes, including rods and reels, playing 
cards, fishing towels and tackle boxes, courtesy of the 
Commission. MORE 

 

Other News and Events 

Angler Lands New State Record for Redbreast Sunfish 

Wildlife Commission Develops New Fishery in Hyco Lake 
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Wildlife Commission Offers Eight Fishing Programs in 
Fayetteville in August 

Wildlife Commission Offers Free Workshops in Brevard in August 

Wildlife Commission Offers Free Wildlife Programs in Corolla 
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